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PREFACE
The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  woik i s  t o  t r a c e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U .S .A . 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  T exas an d  L o u is ia n a  from  1868 t o  1920 .
The U .S .A . c h u rc h  was in t r o d u c e d  i n t o  T exas i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 's ,  and  
b y  th e  t im e  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War was a  p r o s p e r in g  i n s t i t u t i o n .  D u rin g  th e  
w ar a  m a jo r i t y  o f  S o u th e rn  c h u rc h e s  b ro k e  away an d  fo rm ed  t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch , C .S .A .,  an d  f o l lo w in g  t h a t  c o n f l i c t  r e f u s e d  t o  r e u n i t e  
w i th  t h e  m o th e r c h u rc h .  I n s t e a d ,  th e y  o r g a n iz e d  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h urch , U .S . ,  o r  S o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch .
The b e g in n in g  d a te  o f  1868 h as  b e e n  c h o se n , b e c a u se  t h i s  i s  
t h e  d a te  when t h r e e  m i n i s t e r s  o r g a n iz e d  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S .A . 
The e a r l i e r  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  m ust b e  s k e tc h e d  t o  make th e  l a t e r  
n a r r a t i v e  c o m p re h e n s ib le .  The R ev . M r. W. S . Red n a r r a t e d  t h e  s t o r y  
o f  t h e  U .S . d e n o m in a tio n  in  h i s  The H is to r y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
i n  T e x a s . The U .S . a n d  U .S .A . c h u rc h e s  h ad  a common h i s t o r y  b e f o r e  
i 8 6 0 , a n d  Red has  a d e q u a te ly  t r a c e d  th e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  o f  t h e  U .S .A . 
d e n o m in a tio n .
The t e r m in a l  d a te  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r y ,  1920 , was c h o se n  b e c a u s e  
t h e  p ro b lem s r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  u n io n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . and  t h e  C um berland 
P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  h ad  b een  l a r g e l y  r e s o lv e d  b y  t h e n .  They h ad  
few  m a jo r  c o n f l i c t s  d u r in g  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .
U n q u estio n a b ly , th e  g r e a t  m a jo r ity  o f  m in is te r s  in  th e  U .S .A .
o r g a n iz a t io n , as in  m ost d en om in ation s, were s in c e r e ly  d e d ic a te d  t o
i i i
t h e  -w elfare  n o t o n ly  o f  t h e i r  c h u rc h , h u t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c a u se  o f  
r e l i g i o n  a s  -w ell. B ut n o t  a l l  m i n i s t e r s ,  o r  t h e  members o f  t h e i r  
c h u rc h e s  w ere so d e d ic a te d .  The r e c o r d s  r e v e a l  h i t t e r  c o n f l i c t s  
w i th in  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h , b e tw een  t h e  U .S . a n d  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n s , 
an d  w i th in  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n g re g a t io n s  i n s i d e  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h . W hile 
su c h  c o n f l i c t s  may a p p e a r  a t  t im e s  t o  dom in a te  t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  th e s e  
m ust n o t  h e  c o n s t r u e d  t o  r e f l e c t  on t h e  c h a r a 'c te r  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  a s  a 
w h o le .
T h is  h i s t o r y  does n o t  c la im  t o  h e  d e f i n i t i v e .  I t  c o n f in e s  
i t s e l f  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  sy n o d , an d  t h e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  c h u rc h e s  have b e e n  t r e a t e d  o n ly  when t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  
a f f e c t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  n a r r a t i v e .
L o u is ia n a  i s  in c lu d e d  i n  t h i s  work b e c a u se  t h e  Bayou S t a t e  was 
u n d e r  th e  J u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T ex a s , U .S .A .,  h u t  i t s  r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s l i g h t  s in c e  t h e  C i v i l  W ar. P r im a r i l y  t h e n ,  t h i s  
i s  a  s tu d y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  i n  T e x a s . However, th o s e  e v e n ts  i n  L o u is ia n a  
w h ich  from  tim e  t o  t im e  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  s y n o d ic a l  assem ­
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ABSTRACT
T h is  i s  a h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch , U .S .A .,f ro m  1868 t o  1 9 2 0 . The T exas Synod a l s o  in c lu d e d  
L o u is ia n a ,  b u t  t h a t  a r e a  was o f f i c i a l l y  l e s s  im p o r ta n t  a n d  p la y e d  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  m in o r r o l e  i n  th e  n a r r a t i v e .
The f i r s t  c h u rc h  c o u r t  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , U .S .A .,  o r  
N a t io n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , was o r g a n iz e d  i n  Texas i n  18^0 , an d  b y  
t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War a l a r g e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  had  b e e n  b u i l t  u p . 
D u rin g  t h e  w ar, how ever, m ost s o u th e rn  m i n i s t e r s  and  c h u rc h e s  s e v e r e d  
t h e i r  t i e s  w i th  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h , an d  a f t e r  th e  c o n f l i c t  o rg a n iz e d  
th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S . The g r e a t  m a jo r i t y  o f  m i n i s t e r s  an d  
c o n g re g a t io n s  i n  T exas jo i n e d  t h i s  new ly  o rg a n iz e d  d e n o m in a tio n .
Some m i n i s t e r s  i n  T e x a s , how ever, r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h .  C o n se q u e n tly , i n  1868 t h r e e  P r e s b y te r i a n  m in ­
i s t e r s  m et a n d  o r g a n iz e d  th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S .A .,  th u s  p e r p e t u a t  
in g  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  One 
o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  h a n d ic a p s  o f  t h i s  new ly  o rg a n iz e d  j u d i c a t o r y  was t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U . S . , s t y l e d  i t s e l f  t h e  s o u th e rn  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  an d  so  c o u ld  s t ig m a t i z e  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  as  
th e  n o r th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  a n d  o th e r  d i f f i c u l  
t i e s ,  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  e n jo y e d  a s lo w  g ro w th  so  t h a t  i n  1878  i t  
was r e o r g a n iz e d  a s  t h e  Synod o f  T ex a s , U .S .A .
Betw een 1878 and  1906 t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  s u f f e r e d  from  many 
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  in c lu d in g  a s e v e re  d ro u g h t i n  West T exas i n  t h e  l8 8 0 ’s 
and  th e  G a lv e s to n  h u r r ic a n e  o f  1900 t h a t  d e s tro y e d  a  lo n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  
c h u rc h  an d  drow ned h a l f  o f  i t s  c o n g r e g a t io n .  A c o n f l i c t  be tw een  th e  
Synod o f  Texas an d  one o f  i t s  m i n i s t e r s  i n  New O rle a n s  f i n a l l y  r e s u l t e d  
i n  th e  e l im in a t io n  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  from  L o u is ia n a  f o r  a  number 
o f  y e a r s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  th e s e  and  o th e r  p ro b le m s , how ever, t h e  c h u rc h  
e n jo y e d  a slow  b u t  s te a d y  g ro w th  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d .
Soon a f t e r  th e  t u r n  o f t h e  c e n tu r y ,  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w ere  u n d e r ­
ta k e n  be tw een  th e  U .S .A . and  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  lo o k in g  
to w a rd  an o rg a n ic  u n io n .  S in ce  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  C um berland 
C hurch in  Texas was much l a r g e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n , 
su c h  a m erg e r n a t i o n a l l y  w ould  augm ent t h e  Texas Synod, U .S .A ., by  many 
new members and  c h u rc h e s .  I n  1906  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem b lie s  o f  b o th  
d en o m in a tio n s  v o te d  t o  u n i t e  th e  tw o c h u rc h e s  u n d e r  th e  name o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch , U .S .A . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  a  s i z a b l e  m in o r i ty  in s id e  
t h e  fo rm e r  Cum berland C h u rc h .r e fu s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  m e rg e r an d  r e o r g a ­
n iz e d  t h e i r  c h u r c h , r e t a in in g  t h e  name o f  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch . A s t r u g g le  th e n  b ro k e  o u t  be tw een  th e  r e o r g a n iz e d  C um berland 
C hurch and  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  o v e r  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  
fo rm e r  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch . A number o f  b i t t e r  c o u r t  
f i g h t s  i n  Texas and  th ro u g h o u t t h e  n a t io n  r e s u l t e d  i n  th e  a lm o s t 
unanim ous tr iu m p h  o f  t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , and a lm o s t a l l  o f  
th e  sev en  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  w o rth  o f  p r o p e r ty  w ent t o  t h a t  d e n o m in a tio n . 
M eantim e, th e  Synod o f  T ex a s, U .S .A ., was so  in c r e a s e d  by new members
v i i
a n d  c h u rc h e s  t h a t  i t  becam e a s e r io u s  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  
Texas f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e .
P e rh a p s  b e c a u se  o f  i t s  au gm en ted  s t r e n g t h ,  t h i s  synod  b e tw een  
1906  a n d  1920  b eg an  t o  h ave  s e r io u s  c o n f l i c t s  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  -with 
t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S . A lth o u g h  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e s e  d i s p u te s  -were 
s e t t l e d  th ro u g h  a m ic a b le  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  two w ere o f  so  s e r io u s  a  n a tu r e  
t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  be  r e s o lv e d  b y  C h r i s t i a n  s ta t e s m a n s h ip .  One was a 
q u a r r e l  in v o lv in g  a U .S .A . m is s io n  s t a t i o n  in  t h e  L a tin -A m e ric a n  commu­
n i t y  o f  E l  P a so , w h ile  t h e  o t h e r  c o n c e rn e d  a  U .S . m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  R ev.
M r. J .  C . B a r r  o f  New O r le a n s ,  who t r a n s f e r r e d  w i th  h i s  c h u rc h  i n t o  
t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . The l a t t e r  c o n f l i c t  was s i g n i f i c a n t  p r i m a r i l y  
b e c a u se  i t  r e e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  in  
L o u is ia n a .  B etw een 1906  an d  1920 t h e  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U .S .A . 
synod  was m arked  by  few  d ra m a tic  e v e n t s .
The r e c i t a l  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  a n d  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s  t h a t  d e v e l ­
o p ed  b e tw ee n  t h e  U .S .A . an d  U .S . synods seem t o  d e m o n s tra te  t h e  n e c e s ­
s i t y  o f  u n i t i n g  th e s e  tw o b ra n c h e s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch .
H owever, i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n  o f  a n y  s u c h  f u t u r e  m e rg e r t h e  b i t t e r  
s t r u g g le s  an d  a n ta g o n ism s  shown b y  t h e  e a r l i e r  u n io n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . and  
C um berland c h u rc h e s  s u g g e s t  t h e  n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p r o p e r ty  a n d  o th e r  
r i g h t s  o f  a n y  m in o r i ty  w i th in  e i t h e r  c h u rc h  t h a t  m ig h t w ish  t o  r e t a i n  
i t s  in d e p e n d e n c e .
W hile  t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,sh o w e d  some c o n c e rn  f o r  M exi­
can  a n d  Bohem ian A m eric an s , i t s  n e g l e c t  o f  t h e  c o lo r e d  p o p u la t io n  
re m a in s  a  re b u k e  t o  t h e  c h u rc h .  A lth o u g h  w i l l i n g  t o  wage c ru s a d e s
v i i i
a g a i n s t  n o n - c o n t r o v e r s i a l  e v i l s  s u c h  a s  d ru n k e n n e ss  a n d  v i o l a t i o n  o f  
t h e  S a b b a th , U .S .A . m i n i s t e r s  -were r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a k e  s t r o n g  s ta n d s  on 
some o f  t h e  g r e a t  s o c i a l  m ovements o f  t h e  t im e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  i n a b i l ­
i t y  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  t o  e v a n g e l iz e  more th a n  a  s m a l l  f r a c ­
t i o n  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  T exas a n d  L o u is ia n a  i n d i c a t e d  th e  
i n a r t i c u l a t e n e s s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  i n  m odern t im e s .
The m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  was drawn l a r g e l y  from  o f f i c i a l  
c h u rc h  r e c o r d s  an d  m a n u s c r ip ts  l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  T exas a n d  T en n e s­
s e e ,  a l th o u g h  some j u d i c i a l  docum ents w ere  a l s o  em p lo y ed . B ooks, new s­
p a p e r s ,  p a m p h le ts ,  an d  p e r i o d i c a l  a r t i c l e s  w ere a l s o  c o n s u l t e d .
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CHAPTER I
GENERAL INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY OP THE 
AUSTIN PRESBYTERY, I 8 6 7 - I 878
A lth o u g h  a t t r a c t i n g  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  a t  t h e  t im e ,  on  J u l y  l 6 , 
1868 , i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  A u s t in ,  T exas an  e v e n t  o c c u r r e d  w h ich  was t o  have 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e . 
T h ree  m i n i s t e r s ,  t h e  Rev- M r. Jo h n  McMurray an d  t h e  R ev . M r. T haddeus 
McRae o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  W est T exas o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , U .S . ,  
an d  t h e  R ev . M r. H enry P . Young, fo rm e r ly  o f  th e  B razo s  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
th e  same d e n o m in a tio n , m et by  p r e v io u s  a r ra n g e m e n t i n  th e  s m a l l ,  wooden 
b u i l d in g  o f  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch o f  A u s t in .  T h e i r  p u rp o s e  was 
t o  o rg a n iz e  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  w h ich  w o u ld , b y  a f f i l i a t i n g  i t s e l f  
w i th  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , U .S .A .,  c o n t in u e
"I
th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  in  T e x a s .
To b e g in  w ith ,  how ever, s in c e  t h i s  i s  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  a  p a r t i c u ­
l a r  P r o t e s t a n t  d e n o m in a tio n , an  a d e q u a te  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  te rm  " P re s b y -  
t e r i a n i s m "  m u st b e  fo u n d . T h is  t a s k  i s  n o t  a s  e a s y  a s  i t  m ig h t a p p e a r  
t o  one u n f a m i l i a r  w ith  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  s u b j e c t . E i t h e r  th e
■^Minutes o f  J u ly  1 6 , 1868 , "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f  A u stin
o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, 1868 - 1887 ,"  1 .  In  church  papers
(U n iv e r s ity  o f  Texas A r c h iv e s , A u s t in , T e x a s ) .
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a u t h o r i t i e s  r e t r e a t  b e h in d  a smoke s c r e e n  o f  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  o r  th e y  
c o n t r a d i c t  e a c h  o th e r  when th e y  do a t te m p t  t o  b e  s p e c i f i c .  F o r t h i s  
r e a s o n  th e  a u th o r  i s  c o m p e lle d  t o  fo r m u la te  h i s  own w ork ing  d e f i n i t i o n  
o f  t h e  te rm .
The te rm  P r e s b y te r i a n  d e r iv e d  from  th e  G reek  w ord p r e s b u t e r o s , 
m ean ing  e l d e r .  T hus, t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i s  a c h u rc h  r u l e d  by  
e l d e r s  an d  h e ld  b y  th e  com m unicants t o  be c l o s e l y  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h e  
p o l i t y  fo rm u la te d  i n  New T es tam en t t im e s .  I t s  members t h e r e f o r e
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e i r  d e n o m in a tio n  m ost c l o s e l y  re s e m b le s  t h e  e a r l i e s t
2
C h r i s t i a n  C hurch .
T h is  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  v e ry  h e l p f u l .  I n  o r d e r  t o  o b ta in  a 
more p ra g m a tic  d e f i n i t i o n ,  tw o s ta te m e n ts  a r e  n e c e s s a r y .  The f i r s t  i s  
t h a t  t h e  governm en t o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i s  a  h ie r a r c h y  o f  a sse m ­
b l i e s ,  h a v in g  a s  i t s  b a s e  t h e  l o c a l  c o n g re g a t io n  and  a s  i t s  apex  th e  
G e n e ra l A ssem bly . The seco n d  s ta te m e n t  i s  t h a t  P r e s b y te r i a n s  a d h e re  t o  
a  sy stem  o f  b e l i e f s  im posed  b y  C a l v i n i s t  d o c t r i n e  as  r e p r e s e n te d  b y  th e  
W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h .
E ach  o f  th e s e  p ro n o u n cem en ts  m ust be  exam ined  i n  t u r n .  F i r s t ,  
i n c lu s io n  o f  n o t i c e  o f  th e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  i s  
e s s e n t i a l  i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  P r e s b y te r i a n s  from  P u r i t a n s ,  l a t e r  
known a s  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s . T hese  P u r i ta n s  e n d o rs e d  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  
C o n fe s s io n  a s  t h e i r  fo u n d a t io n  o f  d o c t r i n a l  b e l i e f  a t  th e  m e e tin g  o f
2
Frank S . Mead, Handbook o f  D enom inations in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s
(New York: A bington  P r e s s ,  1961 ) ,  168 , 175-
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t h e  C am bridge Synod in  16k6 , h u t  th e y  r e f u s e d  to  ab an d o n  th e  c o n g re g a -  
t i o n a l  sy stem  o f  c h u rc h  g o vernm en t e a r l i e r  a d o p te d  by  th em .
As one o f  E n g la n d 's  l e a d in g  s c h o la r s  p o in t e d  o u t ,  th e  te rm  
P u r i ta n is m  h ad  d i f f e r e n t  m ean ings a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s . O r i g i n a l l y  th e  
w ord r e f e r r e d  t o  E n g l is h  P r o t e s t a n t s  who w ish e d  to  p u r i f y  t h e  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  A n g lic a n  C hurch  b y  rem ov ing  th e  t r a p p in g s  o f  C a th o l ic is m .
U n ite d  i n  o p p o s i t io n  to  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  d e n o m in a tio n , th e y  w ere  b y  no 
means i n  ag ree m en t on d o c t r i n e  a n d  p o l i t y .  By th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  
s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y  th e y  h ad  d iv id e d  i n t o  t h r e e  f a i r l y  d i s t i n c t  s c h o o ls  
o f  o p in io n  w ith  r e g a r d  t o  c h u rc h  g o v e rn m e n t.
One g ro u p  o f  P u r i t a n s  w ish e d  to  r e t a i n  t h e  E p is c o p a l  s t r u c t u r e  
b u t  w an ted  t o  s u b je c t  i t  t o  f u r t h e r  l a y  c o n t r o l .  The se c o n d  g ro u p  
b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  fo rm  o f  p o l i t y  w i th  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h u rc h e s  
s u b je c t  t o  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a h ie r a r c h y  o f  c h u rc h  a s s e m b l ie s .  The 
t h i r d  g ro u p , a  m is c e l l a n y  o f  C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s ,  B a p t i s t s ,  Q u ak e rs , an d  
o t h e r s ,  b e l i e v e d  i n  th e  au tonom y o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n g re g a t io n s  u n d e r  t h e  
g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s  c o n t r o l  o f  h ig h e r  a s s e m b l ie s ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  b e l i e f s  
o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s e c t s
When t h e  M a s sa c h u s e tts  Bay C olony was fo u n d e d , some o f  th e  P u r i ­
t a n s  h ad  P r e s b y te r i a n  v iew s o f  c h u rc h  g o v e rn m e n t. However, t h e  m a jo r i t y
3 w tll ia m  W arren S w e e t, The S to r y  o f  R e l ig io n s  i n  A m erica  (New 
Y ork : H a rp e r  & B ro th e rs  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 3 0 ) , 8 1 -8 2 .
Ij.
G. M. T rev e ly n , England Under th e  S tu a r ts  in  A H is to r y  o f
E n g lan d ,ed . by C harles Oman {8 v o l s . ,  1 9 th  e d . ,  London: Methuen &
C o., L td .,  19 b 9 ) ,  V, 5 0 .
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o f  th e  P u r i t a n  le a d e r s h ip  i n  t h i s  c o lo n y  a d o p te d  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  s y s ­
tem  a l r e a d y  p e r f e c t e d  i n  t h e  P ly m o u th  C o lony  hy  th e  S c ro o b y  S e p a r a t i s t s .  
A t f i r s t  u n d e r  t h i s  sy s tem  an y  c o n g re g a t io n  c o u ld  o rg a n iz e  i t s e l f  a n d  
o r d a in  i t s  own m i n i s t e r .  L a te r  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  g a in  c o n s e n t o f  
o th e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n g re g a t io n s  a n d  p r e v io u s l y  o rd a in e d  m i n i s t e r s  
b e f o r e  a  new c o n g re g a t io n  c o u ld  be  c o n s t i t u t e d .  W hile  synods o r  c h u rc h  
c o u n c i l s  w ere c a l l e d  from  tim e  t o  tim e  t o  s o lv e  m u tu a l p ro b le m s , t h e s e  
a s s e m b lie s  n e v e r  h ad  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h u rc h e s  t h a t  
P r e s b y te r i a n  b o d ie s  e x e r c i s e d  o v e r  th e  c o n g re g a t io n s  u n d e r  t h e i r  
j u r i s d i c t i o n . ^
In  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o n ly  a  p r e s b y te r y  can  o r d a in  a m in - 
i s t e r  an d  a s s ig n  him  t o  a  c h u rc h .  Newly o r g a n iz e d  c h u rc h e s  a r e  o f f i ­
c i a l l y  e n r o l l e d  an d  p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  
w i th in  w hose bounds th e y  a r e  l o c a t e d .  I n  u n u s u a l  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  a  c h u rc h  
m ig h t be  d e c la r e d  in d e p e n d e n t an d  s u b je c t  t o  no h ig h e r  a u t h o r i t y  th a n  
i t s  own s e s s i o n ;  how ever, su c h  a  c o n g re g a t io n  i s  s u b je c t  t o  t h e  shadow y 
a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  d e n o m in a tio n .^
^Sw eet, S to r y  o f  R e l ig io n s ,  6 6 , 6 7 f f .
^ Jo h n  A . M ackay, The P r e s b y te r i a n  Way o f  L i f e  (E nglew ood C l i f f s ,  
N . J . ;  P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  I n c . ,  i 9 6 0 ) ,  123; "Form o f  G o v ern m en t,"  C o n s t i t u ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , 1805 - 
1930 to g e t h e r  w ith  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R u le s  A do p ted  1893-1912  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a : 
P u b l i c a t i o n  D ep artm en t o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  B oard  o f  C hurch  E d u c a tio n , 
1 9 3 0 ) ,  3 5 ^ -5 5 . ( H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  USA C o n s t i t u t i o n . )
^M inutes o f  May 2 6 , 1916 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA (P h ila d e lp h ia :  O ff ic e  o f  th e  Genera1
A ssem bly, W itherspoon B u ild in g , 1916 ) ,  2 1 2 -1 3 .
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The se c o n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  P r e s b y te r i a n  d e a l s  w i th  
th e  s u b je c t  o f  d o c t r i n e .  As th e  c r e e d  o f  t h i s  c h u rc h  r e s t s  upon C a lv i ­
n i s t  d o c t r i n e  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h ,  i t  
m ust be  d e f in e d  an d  p la c e d  i n  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t i n g .
I n  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  th e  E n g l is h  C i v i l  War i n  t h e  l 6 h 0 's  th e  
P u r i t a n - c o n t r o l l e d  P a r l ia m e n t  i n  i t s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  th e  k in g  w ish e d  
t o  w in  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  S c o t s . B eing  l a r g e l y  P r e s b y te r i a n  i n  f a i t h ,  
th e  S c o ts  dem anded th e  im p o s i t io n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  u n i f o r m i ty  i n  t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  m old f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  a s  t h e  p r i c e  f o r  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e .  
C o n se q u e n tly , i n  16^3 th e  h a r d 'p r e s s e d  P a r l ia m e n t  c a p i t u l a t e d  t o  t h e  
demands o f  t h e  n o r th e r n e r s  and  a p p o in te d  th e  fam ous W e s tm in s te r  Assem ­
b l y .  T h is  a s s e m b ly , com posed o f  e i g h t  S c o t t i s h  c o m m iss io n e rs , 121 
E n g l is h  m i n i s t e r s ,  t e n  p e e r s ,  an d  20 members o f  t h e  House o f  Commons, 
s a t  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .
I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i t s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  t h e  a s se m b ly  p ro d u c e d  th e  
D i r e c to r y  o f  W orship  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  Book o f  Common P r a y e r ,  
an d  i t  a l s o  f ra m e d  th e  Long an d  S h o r t  C a te c h is m s . L a te r  o rd in a n c e s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h  governm ent th ro u g h o u t  b o th  k in g d o m s. 
As f a r  a s  P r e s b y te r i a n  h i s t o r y  i s  c o n c e rn e d , th e  g r e a t e s t  work o f  t h e  
c o n fe re n c e  was t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h  w h ich  was a  d i s t i l ­
l a t i o n  o f  C a l v i n i s t  d o c t r i n e .
P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  how ever, w ere  a lw ay s  a s m a l l  m in o r i ty  i n  E n g lan d  
i t s e l f ,  n o t  o n ly  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c h u rc h  p o p u la t io n  b u t  a l s o  among th e  
d i s s e n t e r s .  As a r e s u l t ,  P r e s b y te r i a n  p o l i t y  n e v e r  to o k  f i r m  r o o t  
t h e r e ,  an d  P a r l ia m e n t  n e v e r  a c c e p te d  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n .
6
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  D i r e c to r y  o f  W orsh ip , t h e  Long a n d  S h o r t  C a te c h ism s , 
an d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  h ave  "become t h e  e x p r e s ­
s io n s  o f  th e  c r e e d a l  fo u n d a t io n  o f  E n g l is h - s p e a k in g  C a l v i n i s t s .
The W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  i s  t e c h n i c a l  i n  c o n te n t  an d  o b s c u re  
i n  e x p r e s s io n .  S e c t io n s  t h a t  ca n  be fa th o m e d  a p p e a r  e x c e s s iv e ly  h a r s h  
an d  d o g m atic  t o  many m odern r e a d e r s .  I t  may b e  d o u b te d  t h a t  many 
o r d a in e d  m i n i s t e r s  l i v i n g  to d a y  can  a d h e re  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  s ta te m e n ts  i n  
t h i s  w ork . T r a d i t i o n  an d  s e n t im e n ta l  a t ta c h m e n t have r e s u l t e d  i n  i t s  
r e t e n t i o n  a s  th e  d o c t r i n a l  s ta n d a r d  o f  E n g l is h - s p e a k in g  P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  
One b ra n c h ,  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , made m o d i f ic a t io n s  i n  
th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  so  s u b s t a n t i a l  t h a t  i t  may be  d e b a te d  
w h e th e r  th e y  c lu n g  m ore t o  th e  shadow th a n  to  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  t h e  
d o cu m en t.^  I n  s p i t e  o f  r a d i c a l  r e n o v a t io n s ,  t h i s  d e n o m in a tio n  c o n t in u e d
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t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  c r e e d a l  m ansion  o f  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  so  t h a t  
th e  d e f i n i t i o n s  fram e d  above may a p p ly  t o  th em .
Many a u t h o r i t i e s  on  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  P r o t e s t a n t s  w i th  C a l v i n i s t  le a n in g s  m ig h t b e  c l a s s i f i e d  
a s  " P r e s b y t e r i a n s . "  The D utch  R eform ed C hurch , avow ed ly  C a l v in i s t  i n  
p o l i t y  and  d o c t r i n e ,  i s  s a i d  b y  th e s e  w r i t e r s  t o  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  c a t e g o r y .^  As th e  D u tch  d e n o m in a tio n  a d o p te d  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  c h u rc h  g o v ern m en t, i t  w ould  f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  f i r s t  segm ent
Q
B . G. M i t c h e l l ,  "My R easons f o r  U n io n ,"  The C um berland  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n , LXVTII ( J u ly  7 , 190J+), 7-
^L . A. L o e ts c h e r ,  A B r ie f  H is to r y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
( P h i l a d e lp h i a :  The W e s tm in s te r  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  29-31*
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o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  u n d e r  e x a m in a t io n .  I n  1619  t h i s  c h u rc h  f o rm u la te d  
t h e  l a r g e l y  C a l v i n i s t  Canons o f  D o rt w hich  rem a in  th e  d o c t r i n a l  b a s e  
f o r  th e  d en o m in a tio n  t o  t h i s  d a y . 10 H aving a d o p te d  t h e i r  own s ta n d a r d  
o f  dogma some tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  was 
fra m e d , t h i s  c h u rc h  n e v e r  saw th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a d o p t in g  th e  l a t e r  docu­
m e n t. I t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c a n n o t be  c l a s s i f i e d  s t r i c t l y  a s  a  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  b y  th e  se c o n d  s ta te m e n t  o f  th e  d e f i n i t i o n .
One a u t h o r i t y  on th e  h i s t o r y  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  who i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  t h e  D u tch  R eform ed C hurch  was a  member o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  f a m i ly  
l a t e r  c o n t r a d i c t e d  h im s e l f .  He d e c la r e d  t h a t  i n  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n ­
t u r y  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  had  d i f f i c u l t y  e n t e r in g  th e  c o lo n y  o f  New Y ork 
b e c a u se  i t  was f r o z e n  o u t  b y  th e  D u tch  R eform ed  C hurch  a l r e a d y  e n t r e n c h e d  
t h e r e . 11  P e rh a p s  t h e  b e s t  r e a s o n  f o r  p la c in g  t h i s  D u tch  d e n o m in a tio n  
o u t s id e  t h e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  re m a in s  a 
t h r i v i n g  s e p a r a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i th in  th e  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  
b e in g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  i n  th e  s t a t e  o f  New York a n d  in  t h e  O hio 
V a l l e y .  The above ru le -o f - th u m b  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  may 
s e rv e  f o r  th e  l i m i t s  o f  t h i s  p a p e r .
As th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i s  an  h i e r a r c h y  o f  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  
w i th  t h e  p a s t o r  a n d  l o c a l  c o n g re g a t io n  i t s  b a s e  and  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly
^ P h i l i p  S c h a f f ,  The C reed s  o f  C h ris ten d o m  (3  v o l s . ,  New Y ork: 
H a rp e r & B r o th e r s , P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 8 7 7 ) , I I I , 5 5 0 .
^ L o e t s c h e r ,  A B r ie f  H is to r y , 3 6 . [The Dutch Reformed Church
i s  now h o ld in g  m erger n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  th e  US P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, but
t h i s  does n ot in v a l id a t e  th e  d e f in i t i o n  under d is c u s s io n . ]
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i t s  a p e x , t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o r  p a s t o r  i n  t h i s  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
a p p a ra tu s  m ust be ex am in ed . The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  U .S .A . denom ina­
t i o n  in  193k s t a t e d :
The p a s t o r a l  o f f i c e  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  th e  C hurch , b o th  f o r  d i g ­
n i t y  an d  u s e f u l n e s s .  The p e rs o n  who f i l l s  t h i s  o f f i c e  h a th ,  i n  
S c r i p t u r e ,  o b ta in e d  d i f f e r e n t  names e x p r e s s iv e  o f  h i s  v a r io u s  
d u t i e s .  As he h a s  t h e  o v e r s ig h t  o f  th e  f l o c k  o f  C h r i s t ,  he  i s  
te rm e d  b is h o p .  As he f e e d s  them  w i th  s p i r i t u a l  fo o d ,  he i s  
te rm e d  p a s t o r .  As he s e r v e s  C h r i s t  i n  h i s  c h u rc h , he  i s  te rm e d  
m i n i s t e r
When o rd a in e d ,  a  P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r  i s  n o t  r e c o g n iz e d  i n  t h e  
c h u rc h  a s  a  r e l i g i o u s  su p erm an . A lth o u g h  s e t  a p a r t  from  o th e r  members 
o f  th e  c h u rc h  to  p e rfo rm  a  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n ,  he i s  n o t  r a i s e d  above 
o th e r  men b e c a u se  o f  th e  o f f i c e  c o n f e r r e d  upon h im . Thus th e  a p o s t o l i c  
s u c c e s s io n  o f  th e  p r i e s th o o d  means so m e th in g  d i f f e r e n t  t o  a  C a l v i n i s t  
from  w hat i t  means t o  many o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s .  F o r  P r e s b y te r i a n s ,  a p a s ­
t o r  f o l lo w s  th e  a p o s t o l i c  m is s io n  c o n f e r r e d  upon  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  b y  
C h r i s t ,  b u t  m i n i s t e r s  do n o t  embody th e  c h u rc h  i t s e l f .^3
I n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e iv e  o r d in a t io n  r i t e s ,  a  c a n d id a te  f o r  th e  m in ­
i s t r y  m ust s a t i s f y  t h e  members o f  h i s  p r e s b y te r y  t h a t  he  h as  a n  a d e q u a te  
com petence i n  t h e  v a r io u s  f i e l d s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  th e  Book o f  D i s c ip l in e  
o f  th e  U .S .A . C h u rch . A f t e r  o r d i n a t i o n  he a c c e p ts  a  p a s t o r a l  c h a rg e  a t  
t h e  c a l l  o f  a  c o n g r e g a t io n .  However, he can  b e  i n s t a l l e d  a s  p a s t o r
12"Form o f  Government," USA C o n s t itu t io n ,  336 .
^M ackay, The P r e sb y te r ia n  Way o f  L i f e ,  12k .
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o n ly  "by th e  members o f  h i s  p r e s b y te r y ,  a n d  he c o n t in u e s  t o  h o ld  o f f i c e  
a t  t h e  p le a s u r e  o f  t h a t  b o d y . ^
I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough , th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r  can  n e v e r  be  a 
member o f  a  c o n g r e g a t io n .  A lth o u g h  he  may b e  a  s e m in a ry  p r o f e s s o r  an d  
be a, s e c r e t a r y  o f  a  s y n o d ic a l  b o a rd ,  he can  n e i t h e r  b e  a com m unicant o f  
h i s  c h u rc h  n o r  be  e l e c t e d  t o  an y  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  o f f i c e .  H is w ife  may 
be a member, b u t  a m i n i s t e r ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  t o  h i s  p r e s b y te r y  a l o n e . ^  
Once a  man i s  i n s t a l l e d  i n  a  p a s t o r a t e ,  he can  b e  f o r c i b l y  
rem oved from  h i s  s t a t i o n  o n ly  b y  o f f i c i a l  j u d i c i a l  p ro c e e d in g s  i n  t h e  
p r e s b y te r y .  He may a t  an y  t im e  r e q u e s t  a d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t o r a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  S in c e  j u d i c i a l  p ro c e e d in g s  w ere  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  and  d i s ­
a g r e e a b le ,  t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  i n  t h e  p e r io d  I 87O -I9OO i n c r e a s i n g l y  
a d o p te d  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a p p o in t in g  a  m i n i s t e r  a s  t h e  " S ta t e d  S u p p ly "  o f  
a  c h u rc h .  By t h i s  p ro c e d u re ,  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c e iv e d  c h a rg e  o f  a l o c a l  
c o n g re g a t io n  f o r  a  y e a r .  A S ta t e d  S u p p ly  m ust be  a n  o r d a in e d  m i n i s t e r ,  
b u t  a  "T em porary  S u p p ly "  may be a  l i c e n t i a t e ,  t e m p o r a r i l y  l i c e n s e d  t o  
p r e a c h .  A S ta t e d  S u p p ly  can  p e r fo rm  a l l  t h e  f u n c t io n s  o f  a  p a s t o r  i n  
h i s  c h u rc h  f o r  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  t im e ,  b u t  a l i c e n t i a t e  i s  o n ly  l i c e n s e d  
t o  p r e a c h  and  c a n n o t p e rfo rm  o t h e r  p a s t o r a l  f u n c t i o n s .  A t t h e  t e r m in a ­
t i o n  o f  th e  y e a r 's  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  S t a t e d  S u p p ly , h i s  p r e s b y te r y  may 
e i t h e r  a p p o in t  him  f o r  a n o th e r  y e a r  o r  r e f u s e  h i s  r e i n s t a t e m e n t .  T h is
^ I b i d . ,  123 j "Form o f  G overnm en t,"  USA C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  361 ,
367 - 6 8 .
■^Mackay, The P r e sb y te r ia n  Way o f  L i f e ,  1 2 0 .
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ty p e  o f  a p p o in tm e n t was n o t a lw ay s em ployed b e c a u se  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  had  
r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t a  m a n 's  c h a r a c t e r  o r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  b u t  o f t e n  i n  
o r d e r  to  p ro v id e  him  a  te m p o ra ry  c o n n e c t io n  u n t i l  he s h o u ld  b e  c a l l e d  
t o  some p e rm a n en t p a s t o r a l  s e r v i c e . ^
E ld e r s  e l e c t e d  by  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  a r e  k e y  f i g u r e s  in  th e  g o v ­
ernm en t o f  t h e  l o c a l  c h u rc h . The d eacon  i s  a s e c o n d a ry  e l e c t e d  o f f i ­
c i a l .  E ld e r s  a n d  d eaco n s  a r e  e x p e c te d  t o  have a  c e r t a i n  know ledge o f  
c h u rc h  h i s t o r y  and  d o c t r i n e ,  t o  s h a r e  w i th  p a s t o r s  i n  th e  a d m in i s t r a ­
t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  an d  te m p o ra l  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  c h u rc h , an d  t o  'sy m b o lize  
t h e  c o n s id e r a b le  e le m e n t o f  n o n - c l e r i c a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  l o c a l  s e r v i c e  
an d  w o rsh ip  p ro g ra m . Some e l d e r s  a t t e n d  h ig h e r  c h u rc h  j u d i c a t o r i e s  and  
h e lp  a s s e r t  a  l a y  v o ic e  in  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  d e n o m in a tio n  a s  a  w h o le . ^
The g o v e rn in g  body  o f  t h e  l o c a l  c o n g re g a t io n  i s  known a s  th e  
s e s s i o n .  Composed o f  a l l  th e  m i n i s t e r s  an d  e l d e r s  o f  a  c h u rc h , i t  
v a r i e s  g r e a t l y  in  num ber a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  s i z e  o f  th e  c h u rc h .  H owever, 
i t  m ust b e  made up o f  a t  l e a s t  one m i n i s t e r  and  tw o e l d e r s .
Among o th e r  p o w ers , t h e  s e s s io n  e x e r c i s e s  j u d i c i a l  f u n c t i o n s .  
L ik e  t h e  o t h e r  j u d i c a t o r i e s  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , i t  h as  no c i v i l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  an d  c a n n o t i n f l i c t  c i v i l  p e n a l t i e s .  I t s  pow er i s  " w h o lly
M in u tes  o f  May 30 , 1887 ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  th e  USA (P h i l a  de l p h i a : M acC alla  & Company,
P r i n t e r s ,  1 8 8 7 ) , 171 j M in u te s  o f  May 2 k ,  1895> M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA ( l$ 9 5 ) j  1 0 2 .
^"Form  o f  Government," USA C o n s t itu t io n ,  337j Mackay, The
P r e sb y te r ia n  Way o f  L i f e ,  130-31*
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m o ra l a n d  s p i r i t u a l . "  N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h e  s e s s io n  h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
g a t h e r  e v id e n c e  an d  i n f l i c t  c e n s u re  on members o f  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n .
The h a r s h e s t  p u n ish m en t i t  can  im pose i s  t o  e x c lu d e  th e  im p e n i te n t  
o f f e n d e r  from  t h e  sa c ra m e n ts  an d  th e  f e l lo w s h ip  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n .
The c h u rc h  s e s s io n  h a s  f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  th e  s p i r i t u a l  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  
c h u rc h .  E x cep t u n d e r  u n u s u a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r  s e rv e s  a s
1 Q
m o d e ra to r  a t  t h e  m e e tin g s  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n .
M ost l o c a l  h o u se s  o f  w o rsh ip  a f t e r  1752 h a d , i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
s e s s i o n ,  an  e l e c t e d  "board o f  t r u s t e e s ,  a l th o u g h  t h i s  was n o t  a  p r o v i ­
s io n  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .  T r u s te e s ,  laym en who 
may o r  may n o t  "be e l d e r s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h , c o n t r o l  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p o l i c y  o f  
th e  c h u rc h  an d  may c o n s t i t u t e  th e m s e lv e s  a  h o ld in g  company so  t h a t  t h e  
c o n g re g a t io n  can  own p r o p e r ty  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  s t a t e  la w s . The "board 
f u r t h e r  sy m b o liz e s  l a y  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  c h u rc h . W hile  th e  m i n i s t e r  may 
s i t  on  t h e  b o a rd ,  he  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a  member b y  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
r i g h t
N ext above  th e  s e s s i o n  i n  t h e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  
c h u rc h  i s  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  w i th  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a l l  t h e  c h u rc h e s  w i th in  
a g iv e n  d i s t r i c t .  Composed o f  m i n i s t e r s  and  e l d e r s ,  i t  m ust be  made up 
o f  a t  l e a s t  f i v e ,  f o rm e r ly  t h r e e ,  m i n i s t e r s  an d  one e l d e r .  A d d i t i o n a l  
p r e s b y t e r i e s  com posed o f  l i n g u i s t i c  o r  r a c i a l  g ro u p s  may b e  fo rm ed
"^"Form  o f  G overnm en t,"  USA C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  3^-0-1+3. •
^ M a c k a y , The P r e s b y te r i a n  Way o f  L i f e ,  119 J "Form o f  G overn­
m e n t,"  USA C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  3^0 , 367*
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w ith in  t h e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  a l r e a d y  e s ta b l i s h e d ,  p r e s b y t e r i e s .  O r d in a r i l y ,  
th e s e  new o r g a n iz a t io n s  can  b e  fo rm ed  o n ly  w i th  th e  c o n s e n t  o f  th e  
r a c i a l  o r  l i n g u i s t i c  g ro u p s  c o n c e rn e d .
P r e s b y t e r i e s  h ave  th e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  exam ine m i n i s t e r i a l  c a n d i ­
d a te s  an d  t o  o r d a in ,  i n s t a l l ,  t r y ,  c e n s u r e ,  o r  depose  m i n i s t e r s .  I n  
s h o r t ,  th e  p r e s b y te r y  d e a ls  w i th  a l l  m a t te r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  m o r a l i t y  
o r  t h e o l o g i c a l  o r th o d o x y  o f  i t s  com ponent m i n i s t e r s .  I t  h a s ,  I n  a d d i ­
t i o n ,  c o m p le te  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  c h u rc h  s e s s io n s  an d  r e q u i r e s  them  t o  keep  
f u l l  r e c o r d s  w h ich  i t  r e g u l a r l y  e x a m in e s . R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  p r e s b y te r y  
may a l s o  v i s i t  l o c a l  c h u rc h e s  t o  r e d r e s s  e v i l s  fo u n d  i n  th e m . They can  
u n i t e  o r  d iv id e  an d  form  new c o n g re g a t io n s  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  p e o p l e . 
P r e s b y t e r i e s  can  p ro n o u n ce  on p o in t s  o f  d o c t r i n e  o r  o r d e r  o r  w h a te v e r  
e l s e  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  w e l f a r e  o f  c h u rc h e s  w i th in  t h e i r  c a r e .
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  keep  a  f u l l  r e c o r d  o f  i t s  p r o -
POc e e d in g s  a n d  p r e s e n t  i t  t o  synod  f o r  e x a m in a t io n .
P r e s b y te r i e s  a r e  a u th o r i z e d  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  on 
m a t te r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  th e  g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .  I n  o r d e r  t o  
be  o p e r a t i v e ,  a l l  ch an g e s  in  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  c h u rc h  m ust have 
th e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  p r e s b y t e r i e s .  I n  m ost P r e s b y te r i a n  
d e n o m in a tio n s , tw o - th i r d s  o f  t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  a r e  n eed e d  t o  s e c u re  
am endments o r  c h a n g e s , b u t  i n  some, t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  
a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  g iv e  t h e i r  s a n c t i o n .  W hile  p r e s b y t e r i e s  may v a ry
____________________  V
PO"Form o f  G overnm en t,"  USA C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  3 ^ 3 “^ 6 .
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g r e a t l y  i n  g e o g r a p h ic a l  a r e a ,  num ber o f  m em bers, o r  f r e q u e n c y  o f  m e e t-
PIi n g s ,  th e y  d i f f e r  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n  g e n e r a l  s t r u c t u r e  an d  f u n c t i o n .  ^
The sy n o d  i s  t h e  n e x t  j u d i c a t o r y  i n  t h e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s c a l e .  
Composed o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  synod  b o u n d a r ie s  t e n d  t o  f o l ­
low s t a t e  l i n e s .  T h is  i s  n o t u n i v e r s a l l y  t r u e ,  h o w ev er, f o r  th e  Synod 
o f  T exas o f  th e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  a l s o  i n c o r p o r a te s  t h e  s t a t e  
o f  L o u is ia n a .  More th a n  one sy n o d  can  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i th in  a  s t a t e .
Two d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  synods a r e  a l lo w e d .  I n  one a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
sy s tem  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  w h ich  e a c h  p r e s b y te r y  may s e n d  o n ly  a  p r e ­
s c r i b e d  q u o ta  o f  m i n i s t e r s  an d  e l d e r s .  I n  th e  o t h e r  ty p e ,  a l l  th e  
e l d e r s  an d  p a s t o r s  may a t t e n d .
Synods have th e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a d j u d ic a t e  a l l  a p p e a ls  from  lo w e r  
c h u rc h  c o u r t s .  O r ig in a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  a l s o  a c c o rd e d  th e m . A u th o r iz e d  
t o  re v ie w  th e  books o f  p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  th e y  can  e i t h e r  c e n s u re  o r  ap p ro v e  
th e m . They a l s o  c a n  r e d r e s s  i n j u r i e s  a g a i n s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  o r d e r  an d  
v i o l a t i o n s  o f  th e  c h u rc h  c o n s t i t u t i o n  b y  t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s . S u b je c t  to  
a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly , synods can  c r e a t e  new p r e s b y t e r i e s  o r  
u n i t e  o r  d iv id e  th o s e  a l r e a d y  c r e a t e d .  Synods may o v e r tu r e  th e  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  on m a t te r s  r e l a t i v e  t o  th e  g e n e r a l  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .
I n  s h o r t ,  t h e i r  p r e r o g a t iv e  e x te n d s  o v e r  a l l  m a t t e r s  w i th in  t h e i r  
bounds t h a t  do n o t  d e a l  e i t h e r  w i th  t h e  d o c t r in e  o r  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
o f  t h e  c h u rc h .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e y  m u st keep  a f u l l  r e c o r d  o f  i t s  p ro c e e d in g s
^ M ackay, The P r e sb y te r ia n  Way o f  L if e ,  13*+ •
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w hich  m ust be  p r e s e n te d  a n n u a l ly  t o  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  f o r
e x a m in a t io n .22
The G e n e ra l A ssem bly  i s  th e  h ig h e s t  j u d i c i a l  body  i n  t h e  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C hurch  an d  r e p r e s e n t s  a l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h u rc h e s , p r e s b y t e r i e s , 
and synods o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n . E v e ry  p r e s b y te r y  i s  a l l o t t e d  a  q u o ta  
o f  m i n i s t e r s  an d  e l d e r s  who may a t t e n d  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  Gen­
e r a l  A ssem bly  w i th  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  v a ry in g  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  s i z e  o f - 
e a c h  p r e s b y te r y .
A lth o u g h  n o t v e s te d  w i th  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  g iv e n  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem ­
b l y  o f  t h e  S c o t t i s h  C hurch , t h e  c o u n te r p a r t  j u d i c a t o r y  o f  th e  U .S .A . 
d e n o m in a tio n  h a s  e x te n s iv e  p o w e rs . I t  can  h e a r  and  d e c id e  a l l  " a p p e a l s ,  
c o m p la in ts ,  an d  r e f e r e n c e s  t h a t  a f f e c t  th e  d o c t r i n e  an d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  c h u rc h  t h a t  a r e  r e g u l a r l y  b ro u g h t b e f o r e  i t  b y  t h e  r e g u l a r  j u d i c a ­
t o r i e s . "  I t  may r u l e  on a n y  m a t t e r  r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  d o c t r i n e  o r  th e  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  an d  i s  a b le  t o  r e d r e s s  
a l l  e r r o r s  o f  c r e e d  o r  im m o ra l i ty  i n  a n y  c h u rc h ,  p r e s b y te r y ,  o r  synod  
w i th in  th e  d e n o m in a tio n . I t  can  c r e a t e  new sy n o d s o r  u n i t e ,  d iv i d e ,  o r  
change t h e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  o ld  o n e s ,  an d  i t  can  s a n c t io n  o r  d is a p p ro v e  
a l t e r a t i o n  o f  p r e s b y te r y  b o u n d a r ie s  recom m ended b y  s y n o d s . T hrough  t h e  
mode o f  p ro c e d u re  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  i t s  "Form o f  G o v ern m en t,"  i t  c a n  u n i t e  
w ith  o th e r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  b o d ie s .  I t  c o r re s p o n d s  w i th  o th e r  r e l i g i o u s  
b o d ie s  an d  s u p e r in te n d s  t h e  g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  d e n o m in a tio n .
^"Form  o f  Government," USA C o n s t itu t io n ,  3b7-bQ;  Mackay, The
P r e sb y te r ia n  Way o f  L i f e ,  13^-37*
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F i n a l l y ,  I t  can  s u p p re s s  s c h i s m a t i c a l  c o n f l i c t  an d  h e r e t i c a l  d i s p u te s  
an d  im pose n e c e s s a r y  p u n i t i v e  m e a s u r e s . 2 3
T h is  b ack g ro u n d  o f  c h u rc h  govern m en t i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  an  u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch . I n  
s e v e n te e n th - c e n tu r y  A m eric a , P r e s b y te r ia n is m  f a i l e d  t o  g e t  a f i r m  f o o t ­
h o ld  i n  New E n g lan d  b e c a u se  th e  C o n g re g a t io n a l  C hurch  a l r e a d y  o c c u p ie d  
th e  f i e l d .  A lth o u g h  a  few  P r e s b y te r i a n s  e n t e r e d  V i r g in i a  a n d  M ary lan d , 
th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  A n g lic a n  C hurch  a s  t h e  s t a t e  c h u rc h  i n  t h e  
s o u th e r n  c o lo n ie s  m i l i t a t e d  a g a i n s t  C a lv in is m 's  t a k in g  r o o t  i n  t h e  
o ld e r  s e t t l e d  a r e a s  o f  t h a t  r e g i o n .  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  m id d le  c o lo n ie s  
becam e an d  rem a in  to d a y  th e  s t r o n g h o ld  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  i n  A m eric a . 
B etw een 1640 a n d  1700 , so u th w a rd  m ig r a t in g  New E n g la n d e rs  e r e c t e d  a  
num ber o f  c h u rc h e s  on Long I s l a n d  an d  i n  New J e r s e y  an d  P e n n s y lv a n ia .
A t f i r s t  C o n g re g a t io n a l  h o u se s  o f  w o rs h ip , th e s e  c h u rc h e s  l a t e r  becam e 
P r e s b y t e r i a n .  They fo rm ed  th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  th e  d e n o m in a tio n  o rg a n iz e d  
in  t h e  fo l lo w in g  c e n t u r y .
By 1700 P r e s b y te r i a n  c o n g r e g a t io n s  c o u ld  b e  fo u n d  w id e ly  s c a t ­
t e r e d  th ro u g h o u t many o f  t h e  c o l o n i e s .  W ith o u t an  o rg a n iz e d  s t r u c t u r e  
o f  c h u rc h  g o v e rn m e n t, t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  c o u ld  n o t b e  e f f e c t i v e l y  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  h o n o re d  a s  th e  f a t h e r  o f  A m erican  P r e s b y t e r i a n ­
ism , F r a n c is  Makemie o r g a n iz e d  t h e  f i r s t  p r e s b y te r y  i n  A m eric a . From 
i t s  i n c e p t io n  th e  o f f i c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  A m erica 
may be  s a i d  t o  have b e g u n . He came t o  A m erica in  1680 , i n  r e s p o n s e  t o
2 3"Form o f  G overnm en t,"  USA C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  3^ 8 - 5 0 .
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an  a p p e a l  w r i t t e n  b y  C o lo n e l W illia m  S te v e n s ,  a member o f  th e  C o u n c il 
o f  M ary lan d , t o  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  Laggan i n  N o rth  I r e l a n d .  S te v e n s  
u rg e d  t h a t  P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  b e  s e n t  a c r o s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c  t o  c u l t i ­
v a te  t h e  n e g le c te d  m is s io n a r y  f i e l d s  o f  M ary lan d  and  V i r g i n i a .
R esp o n d in g  t o  t h i s  a p p e a l ,  th e  c h u rc h  c o u r t  sounded  o u t  F r a n c is  Makemie, 
a young I r i s h  t h e o l o g i c a l  s tu d e n t  t r a i n e d  i n  S c o t la n d ,  on  h i s  w i l l i n g ­
n e s s  t o  a c c e p t  th e  M acedonian  C a l l .  He was o rd a in e d  b y  th e  p r e s b y te r y  
and soon  t h e r e a f t e r  b o a rd e d  s h ip  f o r  th e  New W orld .
Upon h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  A m erica , Makemie s u p p o r te d  h im s e lf  b y  a
v a r i e t y  o f  n o n - c l e r i c a l  jo b s  w h ich  p e r m i t t e d  him  to  t r a v e l  fro m  New 
York t o  t h e  C a ro l in a s  p r e a c h in g  t h e  g o s p e l  w ith o u t  f i n a n c i a l  com pensa­
t i o n .  An i n d e f a t i g a b l e  e v a n g e l i s t ,  he o r g a n iz e d ,  b e g in n in g  i n  t h e  
1 6 8 0 1s ,  a num ber o f  c o n g re g a t io n s  i n  M ary lan d  a n d  e ls e w h e re .
The w ork f o r  w h ich  he w i l l  b e  rem em bered , how ever, was h i s  
o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c h u rc h  a s se m b ly  i n  A m erica,- known s im p ly  as 
" th e  p r e s b y t e r y , "  o r  " th e  g e n u in e  p r e s b y t e r y . "  I t  was com posed o f  sev en  
m i n i s t e r s ,  t h r e e  from  I r e l a n d ,  one from  S c o t la n d ,  an d  th r e e  fro m  New 
E n g la n d . A lth o u g h  th e  f i r s t  page o f  th e  m in u te  book was l o s t ,  th e  
e a r l i e s t  m e e tin g  a p p a r e n t ly  to o k  p la c e  som etim e in  1 7 0 6 , b e c a u se  th e  
seco n d  r e g u l a r l y  c a l l e d  m e e tin g  o c c u r r e d  i n  D ecem ber o f  t h a t  y e a r .
O r i g i n a l l y  com posed o f  c o n g r e g a t io n s  i n  M ary lan d , D e la w a re , 
and  P h i l a d e lp h i a ,  i n  s u c c e e d in g  y e a r s  i t  e n r o l l e d  c h u rc h e s  i n  New 
J e r s e y  a n d  Long I s l a n d .  The a s se m b ly  grew  so  r a p i d l y  t h a t  b y  1716  th e  
number o f  m i n i s t e r s  h ad  ex p anded  fro m  sev en  t o  s e v e n te e n .  Even w ith  an  
augm ented  m em bersh ip , t h i s  c h u rc h  c o u r t  was c o m p e lle d  to  g r a p p le  w ith
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fo rm id a b le  p ro b le m s . The P r e s b y te r i a n  p o p u la t io n  was w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d ,  
and  c o n n e c tin g  r o a d s  w ere p r i m i t i v e  o r  n o n e x i s t e n t .
P r e s b y te r ia n is m  was s a v e d  from  d y in g  b y  th e  g r e a t  m ig r a t io n  o f  
th e  S c o t c h - I r i s h .  B eg in n in g  w ith  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  mon­
a rc h y  i n  1660, t h i s  in f l u x  re a c h e d  f l o o d t i d e  a f t e r  1 7 0 0 . S e t t l i n g  i n  
g r e a t  num bers i n  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  t h e y  m ig ra te d  i n t o  t h e  P iedm on t o f  V i r ­
g in i a  a n d  th e  C a ro l in a s  th ro u g h  t h e  S henandoah  V a lle y  c o r r i d o r .  I n  
1716 t h e i r  num bers j u s t i f i e d  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a sy n o d  in  t h e  M idd le
ph.
C o lo n ie s  com posed o f  t h r e e  p r e s b y t e r i e s .
S in c e  so many o f  th e  C a l v i n i s t  d iv in e s  com posing  th e  A m erican  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  came from  S c o t la n d  o r  n o r th e r n  I r e l a n d ,  t h e  c h u rc h  
a s  a w ho le  te n d e d  t o  ta k e  on th e  d o u r c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  S c o t t i s h  k i r k .  
"G ran t t h a t  I  may a lw ays be  r i g h t ,  f o r  Thou know est I  am h a rd  t o  t u r n , "  
was t h e  r e c o r d e d  p r a y e r  o f  a c o l o n i a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r .  T h is  
s ta te m e n t  may b e  s a i d  t o  sy m b o lize  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  c h u rc h  i t s e l f  i n  
th e  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .^5 One exam ple o f  th e  m e n ta l  h a rd e n in g  o f  
th e  d e n o m in a tio n a l  a r t e r i e s  d u r in g  t h a t  p e r io d  was t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
r e v e re n c e  f o r  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h .  E v e ry  p h ra s e  o f  
t h a t  docum ent h a d  t o  be s u b s c r ib e d  t o  b e f o r e  a  m i n i s t e r  c o u ld  be  
o r d a in e d ,  and  no m e n ta l  r e s e r v a t i o n s  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  c a n d id a te  c o u ld
ok
H o b ert E l l i s  Thompson, A H is to r y  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurches 
i n  A m erica  i n  The A m erican  C hurch H is to r y  S e r i e s ,  e d .  b y  P h i l i p  S c h a f f ,  
e t  a l  (13  v o l s . ,  New Y ork: The C h r i s t i a n  L i t e r a t u r e  C o ., 18 9 5 )* V I,
35 - 55 ;  L o e ts e h e r ,  B r ie f  H i s to r y , 3 5 - 5 5 *
^Thom pson, The P r e sb y te r ia n  Churches in  A m erica, 2 5 .
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"be t o l e r a t e d .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  some o f  t h e  more a b r a s iv e  p ro n o u n cem en ts  
o f  t h a t  w ork w ere a l i e n  to  many id e a s  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  th e  m id d le  o f  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s o c i e t y  i n  C o lo n ia l  A m e ric a . Many 
o f  th e  m i n i s t e r i a l  g r a d u a te s  o f  H a rv a rd , Y a le , a n d  th e  lo g  c o l le g e s  had  
b e e n  ex p o se d  t o  l i b e r a l  p h i lo s o p h ie s  o f  t h e i r  d ay , and  th e y  p r o t e s t e d  
b e in g  c o m p e lle d  t o  choke down b i t t e r  d r a f t s  o f  u n d i l u te d  C a lv in ism  
b e f o r e  b e in g  p e r m i t t e d  t o  t a k e  o r d i n a t i o n  vow s. C o n se q u e n tly , i n  1729 
th e  A m erican  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  p ro m u lg a te d  t h e  A d o p tin g  A ct w hich  
r e q u i r e d  a c a n d id a te  t o  s u b s c r ib e  t o  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  a s  a 
w hole b u t  p e r m i t t e d  him t o  h a rb o r  s c r u p le s  a b o u t many s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  
docum ent. The a c t  re m a in s  i n  e f f e c t  t o  t h i s  d a y .
The h i s t o r y  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch fro m  1730 th r o u g h  th e  
A m erican  R e v o lu t io n ,  h av in g  no r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  s u b je c t  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r ­
t a t i o n ,  w i l l  b e  o m i t te d .  A t t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  C o n fe d e ra t io n  p e r io d  
th e  h ig h e s t  g o v e rn in g  body  o f  th e  d e n o m in a tio n  was s t y l e d  The Synod o f  
New York an d  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  I n  17^5 t h i s  body d e c id e d  t h a t  a G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  was n eed e d  a s  th e  c o r n e r s to n e  o f  a t r u l y  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  i n  
A m eric a . F ram ing  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  revam ped c h u rc h , i n  1788  t h e  
syn o d  c r e a t e d  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , com posed o f  f o u r  sy n o d s and  s i x t e e n  p r e s b y ­
t e r i e s .  F u r th e r ,  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  was m o d if ie d  t o  p ro v id e  
f o r  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u rc h  an d  s t a t e .  I t  a l s o  a l t e r e d  t h e  c a te c h is m
2&A., M ervyn D a v ie s , P r e s b y te r i a n  H e r i ta g e  (R ichm ond, V a .:  Jo h n
Knox P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  90-91*
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f ra m e d  b y  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe re n c e , an d  so  h e a v i ly  am ended th e  D ir e c ­
t o r y  t h a t  i t  was f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o s e s  t r a n s fo rm e d  i n t o  a  new 
docum en t. S u b s e q u e n tly  t h e  f i r s t  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m et i n  th e  Second  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  P h i l a d e lp h ia  i n  May, .1 7 8 9 * T hese e v e n ts  may be 
s a i d  to ' m ark t h e  in c e p t io n  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , o r  th e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , a s  i t  i s  som e­
t im e s  s t y l e d . 27
A t th e  end  o f  t h e  War o f  In d e p e n d e n c e , t h e  new ly  o r g a n iz e d  
c h u rc h  e x e r c i s e d  a p red o m in an t in f lu e n c e  on  A m erican  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e . 
T h is  f o r t u i t o u s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  was due t o  th e  p e c u l i a r  e x ig e n c ie s  o f  
th e  t i m e s . R iv a ls  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  w ere  e i t h e r  c r i p p l e d  b y  th e  w ar, 
i s o l a t e d  s e c t i o n a l l y ,  o r  im m ature i n  g ro w th . C o n g re g a t io n a l is m  was 
l i m i t e d  t o  New E n g lan d  an d  u n a b le  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  s p r e a d  b ey o n d  t h i s  
i s l a n d  o f  s t r e n g t h .  The A n g lic a n , l a t e r  E p is c o p a l ,  C hurch e n t e r e d  th e  
A m erican  R e v o lu t io n  a s  one o f  A m e ric a 1s s t r o n g e s t  d e n o m in a tio n s  o n ly  t o  
em erge a f t e r  th e  c o n f l i c t  a s  one o f  i t s  w e a k e s t and  m ost d i s c r e d i t e d .  
I t s  m i n i s t r y  was w id e ly  b e l i e v e d  t o  have h a rb o re d  t r e a s o n a b le  sym pa­
t h i e s  f o r  th e  B r i t i s h  c a u s e .  D i s e s t a b l i s h e d  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n ,  th e  
c h u rc h  was f u r t h e r  s t r i c k e n  by  h a v in g  much o f  i t s  p r o p e r ty  c o n f i s c a t e d .  
C o n s e q u e n tly , th e  E p is c o p a l  d e n o m in a tio n  t h a t  s u r v iv e d  c o u ld  o f f e r  no 
e f f e c t i v e  r e s i s t e n c e  t o  in s u r g e n t  C a lv in is m . The M e th o d is t  C hurch  was 
i n  i t s  in f a n c y ,  an d  f o r  a t im e  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  A n g lic a n  T o ry ism . 
B a p t i s t  h o u se s  o f  w o rsh ip  w ere t o  b e  fo u n d  in  many a r e a s  i n  t h e  S o u th
2? I o e t s c h e r ,  B r i e f  H i s to r y , 6 5 .
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an d  i n  New E n g la n d . A lth o u g h  i t  h ad  ad v an c ed  i t s  m em bership m a rk e d ly  
due to  th e  G re a t A w akening, t h e  B a p t i s t  d e n o m in a tio n  s u f f e r e d  from  s e v ­
e r a l  h a n d ic a p s . I t  was lo o k e d  down upon i n  many a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o u n try  
b e c a u se  i t s  com m unicants came from  t h e  p o o r e s t  an d  m ost u n e d u c a te d  
e le m e n t o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n .  F u r th e r ,  i t  l i c e n s e d  u n e d u c a te d  p r e a c h e r s  
so  t h a t  , i t  was a  c h u rc h  o f  lo w ly  s h e p h e rd s ,  m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  t h e  lo w ly .
Due t o  t h e  la n g u a g e  b a r r i e r ,  many German s e c t s  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  i s o ­
l a t e d  from  th e  c u r r e n t  o f  A m erican  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e .  The F r e e w i l l  Bap­
t i s t s ,  S h a k e rs ,  U n i v e r s a l i s t s ,  U n i t a r i a n s ,  an d  o th e r s  c o n t r a s t e d  th e  
g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e i r  hopes w i th  t h e  f e e b l e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  t r u e  s t r e n g t h .
The P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , on th e  o th e r  h an d , e n jo y e d  many tem po­
r a r y  a d v a n ta g e s .  W ith  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  s t r e n g t h  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  
m id d le  s t a t e s ,  i t  c o u ld  e a s i l y  ex p an d  e i t h e r  i n t o  t h e  S o u th  o r  th e  W est. 
I t s  e v a n g e l i s t s  w ere h ig h ly  r e g a r d e d ,  due t o  th e  i n s i s t e n c e  o f  th e  
c h u rc h  on  a  w e l l  e d u c a te d  m i n i s t r y .  W ith  i t s  p o l i t y  and  t i g h t  d i s c i ­
p l i n e  o v e r  i t s  p a s t o r a t e s ,  t h e  U .S .A . C hurch  d e m o n s tra te d  a m a r t i a l  
v ig o r  an d  e f f i c i e n c y .  F i n a l l y ,  i t  was a b le  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  on th e  
c h u r c h ’s s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c a u se  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e . A lth o u g h  S c o tc h  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n s  l i v i n g  i n  P iedm ont N o rth  C a ro l in a  s u p p o r te d  th e  T o ry  c a u s e , 
t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  d id  n o t  a d v e r s e ly  r e f l e c t  on th e  c h u rc h  a s  a w h o le .
W ith  i t s  l a r g e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  m em bership  m oving i n t o  t h e  s o u th e rn  and  
w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r ,  th e  c o n s ta n t  g ro w th  and  p re d o m in a n t in f lu e n c e  a p p e a re d  
d e s t i n e d  t o  c o n t in u e . I f  o n ly  t h e  c h u rc h  s h o u ld  show a r e a s o n a b le
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a d a p t a b i l i t y  t o  ch an g in g  c o n d i t io n s ,  t h e r e  seem ed no r e a s o n  why a new 
G olden Age s h o u ld  n o t dawn f o r  A m erican  C a l v i n i s m . w
U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  a s  th e  y e a rs  s l i p p e d  b y , i t  becam e p a i n f u l l y  
a p p a r e n t  t h a t  m a l l e a b i l i t y  .was th e  v i r t u e  s i g n a l l y  la c k in g  when th e  
c h u rc h  e n c o u n te re d  f r o n t i e r  c o n d i t i o n s . Backwoods fa rm e rs  p r e f e r r e d  
b o th  t h e i r  l i q u o r  and  r e l i g i o n  raw , b u t  th e  c h u rc h  i n s i s t e d  upon a f o r ­
m al s e r v i c e  w i th o u t  e m o tio n a l is m . Even more u n r e a l i s t i c ,  t h e  denom ina­
t i o n  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i t s  m i n i s t e r i a l  c a n d id a te s  b e  c o m p e ten t i n  G reek an d  
L a t in  so t h a t  p a s t o r s  o f t e n  b u rd e n e d  t h e i r  serm ons w ith  c l a s s i c a l  
a l l u s i o n s .
The c h u r c h 's  d e v o t io n  to  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  a s  i t s  d o c ­
t r i n a l  s ta n d a r d  a l s o  s e r v e d  i t  i l l .  Some o f  t h e  t e n e t s  o f  C a lv in ism  
l i t t l e  a c c o rd e d  w ith  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  A m erican  l i f e .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  o b j e c ­
t i o n a b l e  was t h i s  d o c u m e n t's  d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  a  h a n d fu l  o f  i n d i v id u a l s  
known a s  th e  e l e c t  w ere p r e d e s t i n e d  f o r  s a l v a t i o n  w h ile  a l l  o th e r s  w ere  
condem ned t o  h e l l ' s  f i r e .  By th e  e n d  o f  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  how­
e v e r ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  docum ent had  b een  h a llo w e d , i f  n o t  m e llo w ed  by  a g e .  
A lth o u g h  c a n d id a te s  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  c o u ld  h a rb o r  m in o r s c r u p l e s ,  t h e  
C o n fe s s io n  a s  a w hole h a d  t o  be s u b s c r ib e d  t o ,  an d  e v i d e n t l y  many P r e s b y ­
t e r i a n  d iv in e s  a c c e p te d  i t s  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w i th  few  o r  no r e s e r v a t i o n s . 2 9
w it
In  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  t h e  A m erican  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  was r e n t  by two u n f o r tu n a t e  s c h is m s , b o th  o f  w h ich
pD
Thompson, P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch es  i n  A m erica , 6 8 -6 9 -  
29I b i d . ,  7 0 .
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r e l a t e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  T e x a s . The f i r s t  
o f  th e s e  tw o  s p l i t s  c o n c e rn e d  t h e  f o rm a t io n  o f  t h e  C um berland  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C h u rch .
One o f  th e  m ost n o ta b le  e v e n ts  i n  A m erican  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  a t  
t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y  was t h e  r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l  t h a t  to o k  p la c e  i n  
T en n e ssee  a n d  K en tucky  i n  t h e  1 7 9 0 's .  I n s t i g a t e d  l a r g e l y  b y  a P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  R ev . M r. Jam es M cGready, t h i s  movement known a s  
t h e  C um berland  r e v i v a l ,  was m arked  by  e m o tio n a l  e x c e s s e s  n e v e r  b e f o r e  
w i tn e s s e d  i n  A m erica ev en  i n  t h e  days o f  th e  G re a t A w akening . Due t o  a 
s e r io u s  s p l i t  t h a t  r e n t  A m erican  C a l v i n i s t s ,  t h e  m ovem ent, a l th o u g h  
begun  by  P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  p r i m a r i l y  augm ented  th e  m em bership  o f  th e  
M e th o d is t  a n d  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s .
I n  1802 th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r y  was o r g a n iz e d  i n  T e n n e sse e  
u n d e r  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Synod o f  K en tu ck y . B ecause  o f  t h e  g r e a t l y  
in c r e a s e d  demand f o r  p r e a c h e r s  b ro u g h t a b o u t b y  t h e  r e v i v a l i s t i c  m ove­
m ent sw eep in g  th e  W est, t h e  C um berland  le a d e r s  b e g a n  l i c e n s i n g  and  
o r d a in in g  m i n i s t e r s  who d id  n o t  have th e  e d u c a t io n a l  b a c k g ro u n d  t r a d i -  
. t i o n a l l y  dem anded by  t h e  U .S .A . C h urch . T h is  p r e s b y t e r i a l  a c t i o n  
b ro u g h t i n t o  th e  open  a  f a c t i o n a l  s p l i t  w h ich  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  i n  w e s te rn  
P r e s b y te r ia n ! s m .  The c o n s e r v a t iv e  e le m e n t i n  t h e  K en tucky  Synod 
a b h o r re d  t h e  n o is e  a n d  d i s o r d e r  o f  r e v i v a l  m e e t in g s ,  w h ile  a n o th e r  e l e ­
m ent s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r te d  t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  m ovem ent. A t th e  r e g u l a r  
a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  K en tu ck y  Synod i n  1805 , t h e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  m a jo r i t y  
denounced  t h e  in n o v a t io n s  o f  t h e  r e v i v a l i s t s  an d  a p p o in te d  a  s p e c i a l  
com m ission  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p r e s b y t e r y .  As a r e s u l t  t h e  synod
23
d i s s o lv e d  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r y .  R e v l v a l l s t i c  m i n i s t e r s  fo rm ed  
th e m se lv e s  i n t o  a  c o u n c i l  and  a p p e a le d  f o r  r e d r e s s  t o  t h e  G e n e ra l Assem­
b l y  a t  i t s  1809 m e e tin g .  ' i s  body  s u s t a in e d  t h e  o r d e r  o f  Synod, how­
e v e r ,  and  i n  1810 th e  in s u r g e n t s  fo rm ed  t h e  in d e p e n d e n t C um berland 
P r e s b y te r y .
T h is  a s se m b ly  grew  i n t o  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
w h ich  a d o p te d  th e  c i r c u i t  sy s te m  a n d  camp m e e tin g s  d e v e lo p e d  by  th e  
M e th o d i s t s . The e v a n g e l i c a l  a p p ro a c h  o f  t h e i r  l e s s  e d u c a te d  m i n i s t e r s  
a n d  t h e i r  r a d i c a l l y  m o d if ie d  C a l v i n i s t i c  d o c t r i n e  p ro v e d  h ig h ly  p o p u la r  
i n  rem o te  r u r a l  r e g io n s .  C o n s e q u e n tly , t h i s  new d e n o m in a tio n  grew  w ith  
re m a rk a b le  r a p i d i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  S o u th , w here tw o - th i r d s  o f  i t s  
m em bersh ip  w ere  fo u n d  b y  th e  t im e  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W a r.-^
The seco n d  d i s p u te  t h a t  d iv id e d  A m erican  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  h ad  
i t s  o r i g i n ,  i r o n i c a l l y  enough , i n  t h e  com m endable d e s i r e  t o  s t im u la t e  
C h r i s t i a n  u n i t y .  C o o p e ra tio n  b e tw ee n  P r e s b y te r i a n s  an d  C o n g re g a t io n -  
a l i s t s  in  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  came e a s i l y  a n d  r e a d i l y .  H arm onious r e l a ­
t i o n s  h ad  e x i s t e d  b e tw ee n  th e  tw o d e n o m in a tio n s  d u r in g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d .  B eing  g e n e r a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n try ,  
t h e s e  c h u rc h e s  h ad  h a d  no o c c a s io n  t o  d e v e lo p  a n im o s i ty  an d  a c r im o n io u s  
r i v a l r y .  B o th  d e n o m in a tio n s  s u b s c r ib e d  t o  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  
a n d  o th e r  C a l v i n i s t  r e fo rm  d o c t r i n e s  and  em ployed  a s i m i l a r  P u r i t a n
3 ® lb id . , 7 ^ -7 5 j S t a t i s t i c s  an d  P r e s b y te r y  R o l l s ,  A nnual M eet­
in g  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a : P r e s b y te r i a n  B o ard  o f  P u b l i c a t i o n  an d  S a b b a th -S c h o o l
W ork, i8 6 0 ) ,  1 2 -4 9 .
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c h u rc h  s e r v i c e .  A lm ost t h e  o n ly  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  t h e  tw o ..denom ina­
t i o n s  was t h e i r  c h u rc h  g o v e rn m e n t. U n d e r s ta n d a b ly , many members o f  
b o th  c h u rc h e s  dem anded c l o s e r  c o o p e r a t io n  an d  even  f e d e r a t i o n .
When t h e  r e v i v a l  movement d e v e lo p e d  i n  t h e  1 7 9 0 's ,  t h e r e  was an  
in c r e a s e d  demand f o r  p r e a c h e r s  t o  f i l l  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  n e e d . When P r e s b y ­
t e r i a n  m i s s io n a r i e s  a r r i v e d  i n  c e n t r a l  and  w e s te rn  New Y ork S t a t e ,  th e y  
d is c o v e r e d  C o n g re g a t io n a l  e v a n g e l i s t s .  C ou ld  n o t  some p la n  be  fo rm u ­
l a t e d  t o  p r e v e n t  d an g e ro u s  c o m p e t i t io n  fro m  d e v e lo p in g ?
J o n a th a n  E dw ards, t h e  y o u n g e r , a P r e s b y t e r i a n  d e l e g a te  t o  th e  
C o n g re g a t io n a l  G e n e ra l A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o n n e c t ic u t  i n  1800 , d e te rm in e d  
to  r e s o lv e  th e  p ro b le m . He p ro p o s e d  an  in g e n io u s  p la n  o f  u n io n  w hereby  
com m unicants c o u ld  b e  members o f  b o th  C a l v i n i s t  d e n o m in a tio n s  an d  b e  
s e rv e d  b y  p a s t o r s  o f  e i t h e r .  F e d e r a te d  c h u rc h e s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  th e  a u t h o r ­
i t y  o f  t h e  g o v e rn in g  b o d ie s  o f  b o th  s e c t s ,  w ould  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
W est. The P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  w ou ld  be  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  C o n g re­
g a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w h ile  th e  C o n g re g a t io n a l  C hurch  s e n t  d e l e g a te s  t o  
r e g i o n a l  p r e s b y t e r i e s .  D is p u te s  c o u ld  b e  s e t t l e d  b y  a s p e c i a l  c o u n c i l  
i n  w h ich  b o th  d e n o m in a tio n s  w ere r e p r e s e n t e d .  The C o n g re g a t io n a l  A sso ­
c i a t i o n  and  th e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a d o p te d  t h e  p la n  
i n  1801 , an d  f a r  a  t im e  i t  w orked  w e l l .  I n  1808 th e  M idd le  A s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s  i n  New Y ork S t a t e ,  upon i n v i t a t i o n ,  becam e an  
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  Synod o f  A lb an y  w ith o u t  c e a s in g  t o  be 
C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s .  In d e e d , t h e  C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s  w ere so  w e l l  s a t i s ­
f i e d  w i th  t h e  a rra n g e m e n t t h a t  f o r  many y e a r s  t h e y  made no a t te m p t  t o  
s e t  up a  s e p a r a t e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  m i n i s t e r s  i n  New Y ork S t a t e .
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I n  t im e ,  how ever, th e  p l a n  p ro v e d  i m p r a c t i c a l .  C o n g re g a tio n s
c o u ld  n o t  p la c e  th e m s e lv e s  u n d e r t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  g o v e rn in g  a g e n c ie s
o f  two d en o m in a tio n s ,, w h o lly  in d e p e n d e n t a n d  in  im p o r ta n t  p a r t i c u l a r s
c o m p le te ly  d i f f e r e n t .  C r i t i c s  s c o f f i n g l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  th e s e  c h u rc h e s  a s
" P r e s b y g a t io n a l ."  I t  m ig h t have p ro v e d  f e a s i b l e  t o  have fo rm ed  an
o rg a n ic  u n io n  o f  th e  tw o c h u rc h e s  i n t o  a  new d e n o m in a tio n  t h a t  was a
c r o s s  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  a n d  C o n g re g a t io n a l is m . W ith  th e  p a s s a g e  o f
31t im e ,  t h e  p la n  c o l la p s e d  u n d e r  i t s  qwn w e ig h t .
C o n te n tio n  o v e r  t h i s  1801 p la n  o f  u n io n  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  f u r t h e r  
d i s r u p t i o n  o f  A m erican P r e s b y te r ia n is m .  As th e  y e a r s  s l i p p e d  b y , two 
p a r t i e s  known a s  th e  O ld  S ch o o l a n d  th e  New S ch o o l d e v e lo p e d  w i th in  t h e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . The Old S c h o o l f a c t i o n  l e v e l e d  i t s  c r i t i c i s m  
p r i m a r i l y  a t  th e  f e d e r a t i o n  p l a n .  P r o t e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  new f e d e r a t e d  
c h u rc h e s  w ere n o t  t r u l y  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  t h e y  demanded t h a t  a l l  f u t u r e  
c o n g re g a t io n s  be  p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  s o le  a u t h o r i t y  o f  P r e s b y te r i a n  j u d i ­
c a t o r i e s  . They a l s o  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  P r e s b y te r i a n s  s h o u ld  have t h e i r  own
I
c h u rc h  b o a rd s  r e s p o n s ib le  a lo n e  t o  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  i n s t e a d  o f  
o p e r a t in g  th r o u g h  in t e r d e n o m in a t io n a l  b o a r d s . The New S c h o o l men, on 
t h e  o t h e r  h an d , o f te n  w i t h  C o n g r e g a t io n s l i s t  b ack g ro u n d s  and  w e l l  s a t i s ­
f i e d  w i th  t h e  p la n  o f  u n io n ,  p o in t e d  w ith  p r id e  a t  t h e  acc o m p lish m en ts  
o f  th e  in te r d e n o m in a t io n a l  b o a r d s . D if f e r e n c e s  in  d o c t r i n e  a l s o  
d e v e lo p e d . I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  th e  e a r l i e r  G re a t A w akening i n  t h e  m id d le  
o f  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  J o n a th a n  Edwards hac. m o d if ie d —th e  New
■ ^ L o e tsc h e r , A B r i e f  H is to r y ,  6 9 -7 1 -
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S ch o o l s a i d  im p ro v e d - - th e  t e n e t s  o f  C a lv in is m . Such w ere  t h e  m a jo r  
s o u rc e s  o f  f r i c t i o n  w i th in  t h e  m o th e r  c h u rc h .
I n  1835 some o f  t h e  members o f  th e  O ld  S ch o o l p a r t y ,  becom ing 
a la rm e d , c i r c u l a t e d  th r o u g h  th e  c h u rc h  a s ta te m e n t  e n t i t l e d ,  "The A ct 
and  T e s tim o n y ."  T h is  docum ent w arn ed  o f  u n so u n d  d o c t r in e  an d  l a x i t y  o f  
d i s c i p l i n e .  F in d in g  th e m s e lv e s  i n  a  m a jo r i t y  i n  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  
o f  l837> th e  O ld  S ch o o l men v o te d  t o  a b ro g a te  t h e  a g ree m en t o f  1 8 0 1 . 
D e c la r in g  t h a t  t h i s  a b r o g a t io n  was r e t r o a c t i v e ,  th e  1837 a sse m b ly  th e n  
d i s s o lv e d  th e  f o u r  synods o f  W este rn  R e s e rv e , U t ic a ,  G eneva, and  
G e n e sse e . T h is  a c t i o n  e f f e c t i v e l y  e x p e l le d  t h e  New S c h o o l p a r t y .
When t h e  G en e ra l A ssem bly  m et t h e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r ,  t h e  o u s te d  
d e le g a te s  p r e s e n te d  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  dem anded a d m it ta n c e .  When t h e i r  
c r e d e n t i a l s  w ere n o t a c c e p te d ,  th e y  fo rm ed  a  s e p a r a t e  d e n o m in a tio n  w ith  
i t s  own G e n e ra l A ssem bly . The fo rm e r  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , U .S .A .,  now 
was r e n t  i n t o  tw o a lm o s t e q u a l  d en o m in a tio n s , h a v in g  n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  
p o l i t y  an d  d o c t r i n e .  S in c e  th e y  a l s o  c o v e re d  l a r g e l y  t h e  same t e r r i ­
t o r y ,  m u tu a l a n im o s i ty  was i n e v i t a b l e  i n  t h e  la m e n ta b le  y e a r s  o f  d i v i ­
s io n  from  1837 t o  l8 6 9 * 3 ^  I n s t e a d  o f  th e  v ig o r o u s ,  u n i t e d  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  o f  th e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  n a t io n h o o d  th e  c o u n t ry  now w i tn e s s e d  th e  
s t r a n g e  s p e c t a c l e  o f  t h r e e  m u tu a l ly  h o s t i l e  C a l v i n i s t  d e n o m in a tio n s  
co m p etin g  f o r  t h e  same f i e l d —th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch ; th e  
U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , New S c h o o l; an d  t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch , O ld S c h o o l .
32I b i d . ,  7 8 .
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Men who fo u n d e d  th e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  T exas w ere 
m em bers o f  th e  O ld S c h o o l.  New S ch o o l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  came v e r y  l a t e  
a n d  re m a in e d  so  s l i g h t  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U .S .A . denom ina­
t i o n  i n  t h i s  r e g io n  r e l a t e s  s o l e l y  t o  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  O ld  S c h o o l.
The e a r l i e s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  T exas o c c u r r e d  i n  179^+
when a  young man i l l e g a l l y  e n t e r e d  t h i s  S p a n is h  p r o v in c e .  L iv in g  f o r
f o u r  m onths among t h e  I n d ia n s ,  he  mended t h e i r  f i r e a r m s  an d  acco m p an ied
them  on t h e i r  h u n tin g  e x p e d i t i o n s . At t h e  en d  o f  t h e  p e r io d ,  how ever,
he was c a p tu r e d  b y  an  e x p e d i t io n  o f  S p a n is h  s o l d i e r s  s e n t  o u t  from
N acogdoches and  c a r r i e d  h a n d c u f fe d  t o  San  A n to n io  de B exar w here  he was
c a s t  i n t o  p r i s o n .  A few  days l a t e r  he was a r r a ig n e d  b e f o r e  t h e  g o v e rn o r
who p l i e d  him  w ith  t h e  fo llo w in g  q u e s t i o n s :
"What i s  y o u r nam e?" "Jo h n  C a l v e r t . "  "What i s  th e  S p a n is h  
m eaning  f o r  th e  w ord  C a lv e r t? "  " I  do n o t  know ." "What i s  y o u r  
a g e ? "  "On th e  1 2 th  o f  O c to b e r , n e x t I  w i l l  b e  28 y e a rs  o f  
a g e ."  "Where w ere  you b o rn ? "  " In  t h e  P ro v in c e  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ."  
"What i s  y o u r r e l i g i o n ? "  " P r e s b y t e r i a n . "  "What do you m ean by 
P r e s b y te r ia n ? "  " P r e s b y t e r i a n  i s  th e  same a s  P r o t e s t a n t . "
"What do you u n d e r s ta n d  b y  t h e  'P r o t e s t a n t  R e l ig io n ? ' W hat a r e  
i t s  t e n e t s ?  E x p la in  them  a s  f a r  as you  c a n ."  " I  c a n n o t 
e x p la in  them  w e l l ,  b u t  I  am a  C h r i s t i a n  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  t h o s e  
who fo l lo w  th e  P r o t e s t a n t  r e l i g i o n ;  I  have b een  b a p t i z e d  i n  
t h e  name o f  th e  F a th e r ,  t h e  Son , and  t h e  H oly G h o s t . Our 
b e l i e f  i s  l i k e  t h a t  o f  th e  C a th o l ic s  w i th  t h e  e x c e p t io n  t h a t  
we do n o t  acknow ledge  th e  V ic a r  o f  C h r i s t  on e a r t h . "
The young i n t e r l o p e r  was th e n  e x p e l le d  fro m  th e  p r o v i n c e . 33
33w. S . Red, A H is to r y  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  T exas 
( A u s t in :  S te c k  Company, 1936J ,  1 ; Q uaderno , J a n u a ry  b ,  179^-- J u n e  25 , 
1 7 9 k .  I n  B exar C oun ty  A rc h iv e s  m a te r i a l  ( U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T exas A rc h iv e s ,  
A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) ;  The W este rn  T e x ia n , May 1 5 , 1856 .
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W M le th e  f i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r  t o  p r e a c h  i n  T exas was 
H enry  R. W ilso n , a  C um b erlan d er who a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 8 3 2 ,J th e  
fo u n d e r  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  T exas was Sumner B acon. 
He e n t e r e d  t h i s  M ex ican  p ro v in c e  in  1 8 2 6 , h e ld  p r a y e r  m e e t in g s ,  a n d  
d e l iv e r e d  se rm o n s . Bacon was a c t i n g  a s  a  laym an , how ever, n o t  b e in g  
o r d a in e d  u n t i l  1 8 3 5 .^ 5  In  t h e  y e a rs  p r e c e d in g  t h e  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  
T exas he  was s e r v in g  a s  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  A m erican  B ib le  S o c i ­
e t y .  The s p i r i t u a l  d e s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  was a p p a re n t  i n  t h i s  
b o a r d ’s a n n u a l  r e p o r t  f o r  183^ .
To t h e  P ro v in c e  o f  T e x a s , i n  M exico , a g r a n t  o f  S p a n is h  B ib le s  
a n d  T e s ta m e n ts  h a s  b een  m ade, an d  a l s o  a few  c o p ie s  i n  t h e  Eng­
l i s h  to n g u e .  T h ese  books w ere f i r s t  s o l i c i t e d  b y  o u r  a g e n t  i n  
L o u is ia n a ,  R ev. B en jam in  C hase , who made a  te m p o ra ry  v i s i t  t o  
T exas a n d  fo u n d  a  la m e n ta b le  d e s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S c r ip t u r e s  t o  
p r e v a i l .  A p p l ic a t io n  was soon  a f t e r  made f o r  books b y  M r.
Sumner Bacon, a  r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  p r o v in c e ,  who f e l t  d e e p ly  
a n x io u s  t h a t  t h e  w ord o f  God s h o u ld  t h e r e  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  an d  
who o f f e r e d  h i s  own s e r v i c e s  a s  A g e n t, even  s h o u ld  i t  b e  w i th ­
o u t c o m p e n sa tio n . He h a d  t r a v e l e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  th ro u g h  t h e  p r o ­
v in c e ,  and  l e a r n e d  th e  num ber an d  m o ra l s i t u a t i o n  o f  i t s  
i n h a b i t a n t s .  "T h e re  a r e , "  he s a y s ,  " i n  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  
N acogdoches, a b o u t s ix  h u n d re d  A m erican  f a m i l i e s  an d  t h r e e  h u n ­
d re d  S p a n is h , a n d  th e  h o u se h o ld s  d e s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  B ib le  a r e  as  
n in e  t o  o n e . T h e r e f o re ,  n o t  l e s s  th a n  500 B ib le s  a r e  w an ted  
im m e d ia te ly  to w a rd s  s u p p ly in g  t h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a lo n e .  I n  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n s  f a r t h e r  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  w here I  am a l s o  p e r s o n ­
a l l y  a c q u a in te d ,  t h e r e  a r e  fe w e r  c o p ie s  o f  t h e  Word o f  God i n  
c i r c u l a t i o n  th a n  i n t  h i s  r e g io n .  . . . "  M r. B acon, h a v in g  b e e n  
recom m ended b y  ju d i c io u s  men, a s  one who w ou ld  w e l l  p e rfo rm
^ The Texas P r e s b y t e r i a n , O c to b e r  13, 1 8 7 6 .
■^Thomas H. C am pbell, A H is to r y  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  i n  Texas ( N a s h v i l l e :  C um berland  P r e s b y t e r i a n  P u b l i s h in g  H ouse,
1 9 3 6 ) ,  1 6 - 1 8 .
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t h e  d u t i e s  o f  an  A g e n t, y o u r  B oard  h av e  c h e e r f u l l y  f u r n i s h e d
him  w ith  c o m m is s io n .36
The M exican  h an  on  P r o t e s t a n t  s e r v i c e s  i n  T exas made i t  d i f f i ­
c u l t  t o  s u p p ly  th e  p ro v in c e  w i th  n o n -C a th o l ic  m i n i s t e r s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  
t h i s  h a n d ic a p ,  i n  M arch, 183^ ,  t h e  R ev. M r. P e t e r  H u n te r  F u l l i n w id e r  
moved t o  T e x a s , w here he  an d  h i s  w ife  t a u g h t  s c h o o l  i n  San F e l ip e  de 
A u s t in .  He was t h e  f i r s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  
d e n o m in a tio n  t o  a r r i v e  t h e r e .  O th e r  C a l v i n i s t  d iv in e s  so o n  fo l lo w e d ,  
f o r  by  t h i s  t im e  th e  M exican  s t a t u t e s  p r o h i b i t i n g  th e  P r o t e s t a n t  
r e l i g i o n  w ere l i t t l e  h e e d e d .
W ith  t h e  f a l l  o f  th e  A lam o, h ow ever, m ost o f  th e s e  m i n i s t e r s  
to o k  h a s ty  le a v e  o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y  i n  w hat i s  known i n  T exas a s  t h e  
" ru n -a w a y  s c r a p e . "  The R ev. M r. F u l l i n w id e r  s ta y e d ,  an d  Sam H o u sto n , 
a s  soon  a s  he was. made commander o f  t h e  T exas f o r c e s ,  o r d e r e d  him  t o  
c o l l e c t  t h e  women and  c h i ld r e n  a t  F o r t  Sam H o u sto n , n e a r  P a l e s t i n e ,  
w h ile  t h e i r  so n s  and  h u sb an d s m arched  o f f  t o  f i g h t  a t  San J a c i n t o .
W ith  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  p e a c e , o n ly  tw o P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  re m a in e d  
in  t h e  f i e l d ,  F u l l in w id e r  an d  B a c o n .37
Even b e f o r e  t h e  o u tb re a k  o f  t h e  T exas i n s u r r e c t i o n ,  a P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  ho u se  o f  w o rsh ip  h ad  b e e n  e r e c t e d  i n  T e x a s . I t  was o r g a n iz e d  by  
th e  R ev . M r. M ilto n  E s t i l l ,  a  C um berland m i n i s t e r  i n  S h i lo h ,  a s m a l l  com­
m u n ity  n e a r  C l a r k e s v i l l e  i n  E a s t  T e x a s . When t h e  haml e t  o f  S h i lo h
^ C a m p b e l l ,  i b i d . ,  1 7 -1 8 ; E ig h te e n th  A n n u a l R e p o r t o f  t h e  A m eri­
can  B ib le  S o c ie ty  o f  May, 183^  (New Y ork : P r i n t e d  by  D a n ie l  Fanshaw ,
183*0 , 3 0 -3 1 .
■37
-'■Red, H is to r y  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  T exas, 3*
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d e c l in e d ,  t h e  c h u rc h  was moved to  C l a r k e s v i l l e ,  and  t h e r e  i t  h a s  e n jo y e d  
a v ig o ro u s  l i f e  t o  th e  p r e s e n t  d a y . 3 ®
U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n s  a l s o  to o k  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  T e x a s . As th e  
s o u th e r n  f r o n t i e r  moved s t e a d i l y  w es tw a rd , t h e  Synod o f  S o u th  C a ro l in a  
an d  G eo rg ia  fo l lo w e d  th e  m ig r a t in g  p io n e e r s  b y  s e n d in g  m i s s io n a r i e s  
i n t o  M is s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  f a l l  and  w in te r  o f  1 8 0 0 . T ak in g  n o te  
o f  t h i s  P r e s b y te r i a n  p o p u la t io n ,  on O c to b e r 6 , 1815 , t h e  Synod o f  Ken­
tu c k y ,  U .S .A ., c r e a t e d  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  M is s i s s i p p i  w i th  i t s  b o u n d a ry  
e x te n d in g  in d e f i n i t e ly .w e s t w a r d .  S in c e  i t s  l i m i t s  w ere  n o t  r i g i d l y  c i r ­
c u m sc rib e d , th e  p r e s b y te r y  assum ed  a u t h o r i t y  t o  se n d  m i s s io n a r i e s  i n t o  
A rk a n s a s , t h e  I n d ia n  T e r r i t o r y ,  an d  even  M e x ic a n -h e ld  T e x a s , w here th e y  
w ere l e g a l l y  e x c lu d e d . When i n  1829  th e  p r e s b y te r y  was r e c o n s t i t u t e d  
i n t o  t h e  Synod o f  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  i t s  w e s te rn  l i m i t s  re m a in e d  r e s t r i c t e d  
o n ly  b y  th e  s e t t i n g  su n  an d  th e  a m b it io n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  f a t h e r s .
A t t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  i t s  m is s io n a r y  l a b o r s ,  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
M is s i s s i p p i  o p e r a te d  th r o u g h  a n  e x e c u t iv e  co m m ittee  o f  t h e  U .S .A . B oard  
o f  D om estic  M is s io n s  l o c a t e d  i n  N a tc h e z , M i s s i s s i p p i .  When t h e  s y n o d i-  
c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  r e p la c e d  th e  p r e s b y te r y ,  i t  c o n t in u e d  t o  w ork th ro u g h  
t h i s  same m is s io n  c o m m itte e . The co m m ittee  i n  1857 l i c e n s e d  th e  f i r s t  
f o u r  m i s s io n a r i e s  t o  p r e a c h  i n  T e x a s : th e  R e v s . A . H. P h i l l i p s ,
W. C. B l a i r ,  Hugh W ilso n , an d  P .  H. F u l l i n w i d e r .
3® Cam pbell, H is to r y  o f  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  i n  T e x a s , 21 ; 
Raymond Ju d d , "Tow ard a  H is to r y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  
C l a r k e s v i l l e ,  T e x a s , O rg a n iz e d  i n  1 8 3 3 - 3 ^ / ' i n  " H i s t o r i e s  o f  USA 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rc h e s ."  I n  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , 
T e x a s ) .
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I t  to o k  t r u l y  h e r o ic  d e d ic a t io n  t o  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  God t o  f u l ­
f i l l  th e  r o l e  o f  m is s io n a r y  i n  T exas i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s .  The m is s io n a r y  
t r a v e l e d  on h o rs e b a c k  w i th  a B ib l e ,  hymn b o o k , an d  o t h e r  l i g h t
a r t i c l e s  i n  h i s  s a d d le  b a g s .  T h e re  was no n e e d  t o  c a r r y  a  l a r g e  s u p p ly
o f  p r o v i s i o n s ,  f o r  e v e ry  e v a n g e l i s t  w o rth  h i s  s a l t  c o u ld  c o u n t on  a 
h e a r t y  welcome a n d  a  f r e e  m ea l i n  a lm o s t an y  lo n e l y  fa rm h o u se  a lo n g  h i s  
r o u t e .  I t  was n o t c o n s id e r e d  u n c o n v e n t io n a l  f o r  him  t o  c a r r y  t h e  t r a ­
d i t i o n a l  l o n g - b a r r e l e d  r i f l e  a n d  p e rh a p s  ev en  a p i s t o l  o r  Bowie k n i f e .
He u s e d  th e  w eapons t o  b r in g  down game a n d  d e fe n d  h im s e lf  from  o u tla w s
o r  re n e g a d e  I n d ia n s  who p re y e d  upon lo n e ly  s o jo u r n e r s  i n  t h i s  s p a r s e l y
s e t t l e d  c o u n t r y .  A t n ig h t  th e  i t i n e r a n t  p r e a c h e r  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  upon 
th e  g ro u n d , c u s h io n in g  h i s  h e a d  u£on h i s  s a d d le  a n d  c o v e r in g  h im s e lf  
w i th  a  ro u g h  sh a w l, b la n k e t ,  o r  b u f f a lo  r o b e .  F o r  co m p an io n sh ip  he 
f e l l  i n  w i th  an y  C o n es to g a  wagon o r  m oun ted  t r a v e l e r  he m ig h t happen  t o  
m e e t .39
One o f  t h e  f i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  th e  R ev . M r. Hugh 
W ilso n , l e f t  T exas f o r  a  s h o r t  t im e ,  r e tu r n e d ,  a n d  o r g a n iz e d  a c h u rc h  
a t  San A u g u s tin e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  C o n s is t in g  o f  tw e n ty  
w h ite s  and  tw o N e g ro e s , t h i s  was th e  f i r s t  c o n g re g a t io n  o r g a n iz e d  u n d e r  
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  i n  Texas A®
E a r l i e r  e v a n g e l i s t s  h a d  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r e a c h  f o r  a  b r i e f  
s e a s o n  in  t h e  T exas R e p u b l ic ,  a n d  some c i t i z e n s  dem anded a  m i n i s t r y  t o
^ R e d , H is to r y  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  T exas, 9 -1 2 .
^ D a lla s  Morning News, June 3> 1951*
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r e s i d e  t h e r e  p e rm a n e n t ly .  S uch  a  demand cam e to  t h e  R ev . Mr. A . B .
L aw rence o f  th e  S y n o d  o f  M is s i s s i p p i  from  a  b u s in e s sm a n  named "M artyn"
i n  a l e t t e r  p r i n t e d  i n  th e  r e l i g i o u s  p r e s s .
I  h av e  been a  c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  R ep u b lic  o f  Texas a b o u t  one y e a r ;  
d u r in g  w hich t i m e  I  have t r a v e l e d  e x t e n s i v e ly  th r o u g h  a lm o s t 
e v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n try  i n  w hich  i t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  s a fe  t o  
t r a v e l ;  and a l t h o u g h  my b u s in e s s  has  b e e n  o f  an  e n t i r e l y  s e c u ­
l a r  n a tu re ,  I  h a v e  n o t b e e n  u n m in d fu l o f  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  'Z i o n .
I  have  found  p e r s o n s  who h a v e  n o t h e a r d  th e  g o s p e l  p re a c h e d  
f o r  many y e a r s . . . .  T h e re  i s  a  g r e a t  am ount o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
i n  t h i s  c o u n t ry ,  an d  hence t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  an  i n t e l l i g e n t  
m i n i s t r y .  S u ch  a  m i n i s t r y  a lo n e  can  b e  u s e f u l  i n  t h i s  c o u n t ry ;  
a n y  o th e r  w ou ld  do more harm  th a n  g o o d . T here  a r e  now more 
c le rg y m en  . . .  i n  Texas t h a n  in  an y  o t h e r  c o u n t ry  w ith in  my 
know ledge, an d  y e t  a v e ry  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  
a t t e n d  th e  p r e a c h in g .  Why? The m i n i s t e r s  a r e  u n e d u c a te d  a n d  
u n i n t e l l i g e n t ,  a n d  can n o t i n t e r e s t  t h e  p e o p le .  . . . When t h e y  
know a  man o f  t a l e n t  i s  t o  p r e a c h ,  t h e n  th e y  f l o c k  o u t in  
g r e a t  num bers. As an  e v id e n c e  o f  t h i s ,  lo o k  a t  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  
t h e  M e th o d is t m i n i s t e r s  who h ave  r e c e n t l y  come t o  t h i s  c o u n t ry  
fro m  t h e i r  M is s io n a r y  S o c i e ty  i n  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  I  am t r u l y  
g l a d  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  come t o  o u r  R e p u b lic  and  r e j o i c e  s i n c e r e l y  
i n  t h e i r  s u c c e s s . But I  am a  P r e s b y b e r ia n  an d  I  h o n e s t ly  a n d  
c a n d id ly  avow my p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h a t  c h u rc h ,  ab o v e  a l l  o t h e r s ,  
a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  i t s  m i n i s t r y  above t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  any  o t h e r  
d e n o m in a tio n ; a n d  I  m e n tio n  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  o u r M e th o d is t  
b r e t h r e n ,  n o t b e c a u s e  I  e n v y  t h e i r  s u c c e s s —f a r  f ro m  i t —b u t  
i n  o rd e r  t o  s t i r  up th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h  and  m i n i s t e r s  t o  
t h e i r  d u ty  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  Cannot t h e  M is s io n a ry  
S o c ie ty  o f  t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  Synod s e n d  m ore men i n t o  t h i s  f i e l d  
im m e d ia te ly ? ^ !
At i t s  1838  a n n u a l m e e tin g  th e  G e n e ra l  A ssem bly  o f  t h e  O ld
S c h o o l d en o m in a tio n  b a rk e n e d  t o  th e s e  an d  s i m i l a r  a p p e a ls  by i s s u i n g
th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n ;
W hereas in  t h e  p ro v id e n c e  o f  God, a d o o r  i s  now o p en ed  f o r  
in t r o d u c in g  i n t o  Texas t h e  M is s io n a r ie s  o f  th e  C ro s s ,  th e  
" s p i r i t u a l  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  R om ish p r i e s t h o o d ,  h a v in g  ceased "
~̂4?he W e s te rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  H e ra ld ,  May 3 , 1 8 3 8 , a s  q u o te d  in  
Red, H is to r y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  Church i n  T ex a s , 1 3 - 1 ^ .
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t h e r e ;  an d  w h e re a s , th e  ey e s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  a r e  d i r e c t e d  to  
P r o t e s t a n t  c h u rc h e s  i n  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  c r y  i s  
"Come o v e r  a n d  h e lp  u s " ;  a n d  w h e re a s , many o f  th e  members o f  
o u r  c h u rc h e s  a r e  t h e r e  a s  sh e e p  w ith o u t  a  s h e p h e rd , who w i th  
t h e i r  f e l l o w - c i t i z e n s  e a r n e s t l y  p e t i t i o n  f o r  th e  m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n s  o f  t h e  s a n c tu a r y ;  t h e r e f o r e
R e so lv e d , t h a t  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  s t r o n g l y  recommend t o  
i t s  B oard  o f  M is s io n s  t h e  c o u n try  o f  T exas a s  a  h ig h l y  im p o r­
t a n t  _ f i e l d  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  and t h a t  th e y  a d o p t t h e  e a r l i ­
e s t  p r a c t i c a b l e  m e asu re s  t o  s e n d  f o r t h  i n t o  t h i s  i n v i t i n g  
h a r v e s t  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  d e v o te d  l a b o r e r s .^2
A c c o rd in g ly  t h e  B oard  o f  D om estic  M is s io n s  an d  t h e  B o ard  o f  F o re ig n
M is s io n s  o f  t h i s  d e n o m in a tio n  s e n t  m i n i s t e r s  an d  e v a n g e l i s t s  who w ere
IlQ
w i l l i n g  t o  l i v e  among t h e  p e o p le .  J
S in c e  T exas a t  t h e  t im e  was an  in d e p e n d e n t r e p u b l i c ,  t h e  r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  th e  r e s i d e n t  c le rg y m en  a n d  t h e  m o th e r c h u rc h  i n  t h e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  h ad  t o  be  d e te rm in e d . H owever, f o r  th e s e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
a g e n ts  t o  o p e r a t e  w i th  maximum e f f i c i e n c y ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  them  
t o  f u n c t i o n  th ro u g h  a  c h u rc h  c o u r t .  E i t h e r  th e y  m ust o r g a n iz e  an  
in d e p e n d e n t j u d i c a t o r y  i n  T exas o r  a t t a c h  th e m s e lv e s  t o  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  
c h u rc h  c o u r t  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .
W ith  t h i s  en d  i n  v ie w , t h e  R ev. M r. Jo h n  G ray o f  t h e  Newton 
P r e s b y te r y ,  i n  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1 8 3 8 , p e r s u a d e d  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  t o  
p a s s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n :
1 .  T h a t i n  t h e  judgm en t o f  t h i s  A ssem bly  th e  m i n i s t e r s  who 
a r e  l o c a t e d  a s  f o r e i g n  m i s s io n a r i e s  p e rm a n e n tly  o u t  o f  bounds
|ip
M in u te s  o f  May 31* 1 8 3 8 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , A . D. 1838  t o  
A. D. 1847 ( P h i l a d e lp h i a :  P r e s b y te r i a n  B o ard  o f  P u b l i c a t i o n  an d  S ab -
b a th  S c h o o l Work, n . d . ) ,  3 9 .
^ R e d , H is to r y  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  T ex a s, 2 4 -2 6 .
3^
o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  P r e s b y t e r i e s  o u g h t,  w here th e y  a r e  s u f ­
f i c i e n t l y  num erous, a n d  w here t h e y  a r e  so  l o c a t e d  a s  t o  
r e n d e r  o c c a s io n a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  p o s s i b l e ,  i n  a l l  c a s e s  t o  o r g a ­
n iz e  th e m s e lv e s  i n t o  P r e s b y t e r i e s ,  an d  g a t h e r  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  
g a t h e r  th e  c o n v e r ts  whom God may g iv e  them  i n t o  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h u rc h e s , o r d a in in g  e l d e r s  i n  them  a l l .
2* The Synods a r e  h e re b y  e n jo in e d  t o  t a k e  n e e d f u l  o r d e r  on 
t h i s  im p o r ta n t  and  i n t e r e s t i n g  s u b je c t
E n co u rag ed  b y  t h i s  s ta t e m e n t ,  th e  m i n i s t e r s  i n  T exas in tro d u c e d , a r e s o ­
l u t i o n  i n  th e  1838  f a l l  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  Synod r e q u e s t in g  th e  
e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p r e s b y te r y  i n  T e x a s . The synod  th e n  drew up  th e  
f o l lo w in g  p e t i t i o n  t o  b e  p r e s e n te d  t o  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly :
. . .  i n  t h e  judgm ent o f  th e  Synod, a P r e s b y te r y  o u g h t t o  be  
fo rm e d  in  t h e  R e p u b lic  o f  T exas a s  soon  a s  p o s s i b l e ;  an d  
a l th o u g h  th e  Synod i s  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e  name and  s t y l e  
o f  o u r  C hurch  does n o t  l i m i t  o u r  o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , y e t  t h e  Synod h e re b y  o v e r tu r e  t h e  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  . . . , an d  r e s p e c t f u l l y  a s k  t h e i r  a d v ic e  a s  t o  t h e  
c o u r s e  t o  be  p u r s u e d .  . . . And i f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  
a p p ro v e , an d  a s  th e  n e c e s s a r y  num ber o f  m i n i s t e r s  i s  a l r e a d y  
in  T e x a s , t h e  Synod w i l l ,  . . . p ro c e e d  t o  o r g a n iz e  su c h  a  
P r e s b y te r y ,  w i th  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  b r e th r e n  in  T e x a s .^5
A f te r  t a k in g  due c o g n iz a n c e  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  th e  1839 Gen­
e r a l  A ssem bly  r e f e r r e d  t h e  w hole m a t t e r  t o  t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  Synod, a d v i s ­
in g  i t  t o  o r g a n iz e  a p r e s b y te r y  i n  T exas " a s  so o n  a s  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  
r e l i g i o n  seem t o  r e q u i r e  i t . ' 1̂  C o n s e q u e n tly ,  a t  i t s  n e x t  s t a t e d
M in u te s  o f  Ju n e  1 , 1838 , M in u te s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica from  A. D. I 8 3 8 - 
A. D. 1847, I n c l u s i v e ,
^ M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r  27 , 1 8 3 8 , E x t r a c t s  from  t h e  R eco rd s  o f  th e  
Synod o f  M is s i s s i p p i  from  t h e  y e a r  1838-18L 7, I n c lu s i v e  (New O r le a n s :
D. D av is  an d  S o n s , l8t(-9), l 8 - I n  m ic r o f i lm  c o l l e c t i o n  (A u s t in  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  L ib r a r y ,  A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .
M inutes o f  May 2 2 , l839> M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  U n ite d -S ta te s  o f  A m erica, A. D. l5 3 8 - ~
A. P . I 8k7  I n c lu s iv e ,  S i .
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m e e tin g  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1839* t h a t  sy n o d  a u th o r i z e d  f o u r  o r d a in e d  m in ­
i s t e r s  l i v i n g  i n  T exas t o  m eet a t  t h e i r  c o n v e n ie n c e  t o  fo rm  a p r e s b y -
1+7t e r y  t o  b e  p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  M is s i s s i p p i  S ynod . 1
A c tin g  upon  th e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  b o th  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  and  
t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  Synod, t h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  d e s ig n a te d  p r e l a t e s  m et a t  a 
s c h o o lh o u s e  n e a r  t h e  s m a l l  tow n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e , W ash in g to n  C oun ty , 
T e x a s , i n  A p r i l ,  181+0. T hese  men w ere  t h e  R e v s . W illia m  Y. A l le n ,  John  
M cC ullough, an d  Hugh W ils o n . An e l d e r ,  Jo h n  M cF arlan e , was a l s o  p r e s ­
e n t .  A f t e r  i n s c r i b i n g  a l e n g th y  r e s o l u t i o n  i n t o  a  m in u te  book i n  w h ich  
th e y  an n o u n ced  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  d o c t r in e s  o f  t h e  (O ld  S c h o o l)  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C h u rch , U .S .A .,  t h e y  c i t e d  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  h ig h e r
c o u r t s  o f  t h a t  c h u rc h  and  p ro c e e d e d  t o  o rg a n iz e  w hat l a t e r  came t o  be
1+8known a s  t h e  B razo s  P r e s b y te r y .  On th e  seco n d  day  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  m e e t­
in g  t h e  members drew up t h e  fo l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n :
R e s o lv e d —T h a t i t  i s  t h e  o p in io n  o f  P r e s b y te r y ,  i t  i s  a t  p r e s ­
e n t  in e x p e d ie n t  t o  make a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  be  a d m it te d  i n t o  t h e  
Synod o f  M i s s i s s i p p i .^ 9
T h is  l a t t e r  a c t i o n  ta k e n  b y  t h e  B razos P r e s b y te r y  e s t a b l i s h e d
i t  a s  a  w h o lly  in d e p e n d e n t c h u rc h  c o u r t  n o t s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  U .S .A .
^ M i n u te s  o f  O c to b e r 2 5 , 1839> E x t r a c t s  from  t h e  R eco rd s  o f  th e  
Synod o f  M is s i s s i p p i  from  t h e  y e a r  1838-181+7* I n c l u s i v e ,  22^
^ M in u te s  o f  A p r i l  3> 181+0, " P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U .S . 
a n d  U .S .A .,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  B ra z o s , 181+0-181+5," 1 -5*  l n 
m ic ro f i lm  c o l l e c t i o n  (A u s t in  P r e s b y te r i a n  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  L ib r a r y ,  
A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .  H e r e a f te r  s t y l e d ,  "M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
B ra z o s ."  — -
1+0
M inutes o f  A p r il  1+, 181+0, i b i d . ,  1 0 -1 1 .
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G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o r  a n y  o f  i t s  lo w er j u d i c a t o r i e s . As T exas was a n  
in d e p e n d e n t r e p u b l i c ,  t h e s e  members b e l i e v e d  t h e i r  work w ould  b e  com­
p ro m ise d  i f  th e y  re m a in e d  a  m ere  m is s io n a r y  ap p en d ag e  t o  t h i s  A m erican  
c h u rc h . U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  m o t iv a te d  t h e  T exas b r e th r e n  
t o  ta k e  t h i s  a c t i o n  w ere  n o t  u n d e r s to o d  i n  th e  M is s i s s i p p i  S ynod . I t  
w i l l  be  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  th e  j u d i c a t o r y  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  l i v i n g  i n  
t h e  Lone S t a r  R e p u b lic  t o  fo rm  a  p r e s b y te r y  w h ich  w ou ld  p la c e  i t s e l f  
u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  Synod. A f f ro n te d  b y  w hat i t  
c o n s id e r e d  an  i l l e g a l  an d  i n s u l t i n g  r e p u d ia t i o n  o f  i t s  a u t h o r i t y ,  th e  
Synod a p p o in te d  a  com m ittee  w h ich  drew up th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n :
The r e a s o n s  a s s ig n e d  t o  f o r  t h i s  c o u rs e  a p p e a r  t o  e x h i b i t  
a  f e e l i n g  o f  d i s t r u s t  f o r  t h e i r  b r e th r e n  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
a n d  t o  t h e  j u d i c a t o r i e s  o f  th e  c h u rc h  i n  w h ich  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  
u n s u i t a b l e  t o ,  an d  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th ,  f r a t e r n a l  a c t i o n .  . . .
T h is  c a u se  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  a  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  s l i g h t  t h e  p r o t e c ­
t i o n ,  w isdom , e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  c o u n s e l  o f  t h e  b r e t h r e n  an d  
f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  C hurch , from  w hich  th e y  h ad  gone o u t ,  an d  b y  
whose b o u n ty  th e y  had  b een  a b le  t o  l a b o r  w i th  an y  d e g re e  o f  
s u c c e s s  i n  T e x a s . . . .
I t  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  r e g r e t ,  t h a t  t h e y  have ta k e n  t h i s  u n f o r ­
t u n a t e  c o u r s e ,  b e c a u se  b y  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  
M is s io n s ,  i t s  B e n e fa c to r s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  c h u rc h e s  and  b o d ie s  
i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly , a n d  th e y  th u s  p la c e  
th e m s e lv e s  o u t  o f  th e  p a l e  o f  o u r  m is s io n a r y  e f f o r t s ,  and  
e i t h e r  e x c lu d e  t h a t  B o ard  from  T e x a s , o r  e l s e  make a  s e p a r a ­
t i o n  b e tw een  t h e  few  an d  f e e b l e  C h urches  o f  t h e  R e p u b l ic .50
As p r e d i c t e d  b y  th e  Synod, t h e  T exas m i n i s t e r s  w ere c u t  o f f  
from  a l l  p e c u n ia r y  a i d  from  t h e  m o th e r c h u rc h . C om pelled  t o  t u r n  t o  
f a m i n g  o r  t e a c h in g  s c h o o l  t o  s u p p o r t  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  
th e y  c o u ld  p r e a c h  o r  h o ld  p r a y e r  s e r v i c e s  o n ly  on Sundays o r  i n  s p a re
^ M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r 3 1* 1840, E x t r a c t s  from  t h e  R eco rd s  o f  th e  
Synod o f  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  I 8 3 8 - I 8 4 7 ,  I n c l u s i v e ,  3 5 -3 6 .
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moments s n a tc h e d  from  t h e i r  w ork . U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  h a v in g  t o  spen d  m o st 
o f  t h e i r  t im e  e a rn in g  t h e i r  d a i l y  b r e a d ,  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  r i d e  c i r c u i t .  
T h is  s e r i o u s l y  im p a ire d  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  a  c o u n try  su c h  a s  T exas 
w here th e  p o p u la t io n  was so t h i n  an d  w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d  t h a t  a  s p i r i t u a l  
a g e n t  m ust sp e n d  m ost o f  h i s  t im e  t r a v e l i n g  t o  p r e a c h .  I f  s e r v ic e s  
w ere n o t h e l d  e v e ry  day o f  th e  week i n  s c h o o ls ,  hom es, o r  b a r n s ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  i n  c h u rc h e s ,  th e  m is s io n  o f  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t  was doomed to
f a i l u r e . 5 1
In  s p i t e  o f  a c u te  econom ic d i s t r e s s ,  t h e  members o f  B razos
P r e s b y te r y  e v i d e n t l y  fo u n d  t im e  t o  k eep  o ld  a n im o s i t i e s  a l i v e .  A t t h e
tim e  o f  t h e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  o f  t h i s  new a sse m b ly , t h e  R ev. Mr. H enry R e id
was te a c h in g  s c h o o l  i n  H o u sto n . A lth o u g h  i n  p r i n c i p l e  a  New S ch o o l
P r e s b y te r i a n ,  he  was a  member i n  good  s ta n d in g  i n  th e  O ld  S choo l
d e n o m in a tio n . H e a rin g  o f  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  th e  B razo s  P r e s b y te r y ,  he
a p p l ie d  f o r  a d m it ta n c e ,  b u t  th e  O ld  S c h o o l c le rg y m en  who h a d  o r g a n iz e d
i t  r e j e c t e d  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n . ^ 2 The R ev . Mr. R e i d 's  in d ig n a n t  p r o t e s t
soon  a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  p r e s s .
The s p i r i t  t h a t  p r e s id e d  a t  th e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  o f  th e  new P r e s ­
b y te r y  . . .  i s  v e ry  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  t h a t  p r e s id e d  o v e r  th e  
e x c is io n  o f  18 3 7 . W ith  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s  I  h av e  no f e l lo w s h ip ;  
th e y  a r e  so  d e e p ly  t i n g e d  w ith  s u s p i c io n  t h a t  t h e i r  n a t u r a l
^^ fe tc h m a n  o f  t h e  S o u th , S ep tem b er 29 , 1 8 4 2 . I n  m ic ro f i lm  c o l ­
l e c t i o n  (A u s t in  P r e s b y te r i a n  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em inary  L ib r a r y ,  A u s t in ,
T e x a s ) .
^ M in u te s  o f  A p r il  4 , 1840, "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f  B ra zo s,
1840-1845 ,"  11 - 12 , 1 4 .
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te n d e n c y  i s  t o  d e s t r o y  c o n f id e n c e  among b r e th r e n ;  an d  th e y  
s t r i k e  a t  t h e  v e r y  r o o t s  o f  P r e s b y te r i a n i s m .53
W hile  T exas C a l v i n i s t s  r a i s e d  th e  b a r s  t o  e x c lu d e  u n d e s i r a b l e s ,  
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  re m a in e d  a s  c r i t i c a l  a s  e v e r ,  
b u t  w ith  t h e  a n n e x a t io n  o f  T exas t o  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  i n  l845> th e  
h o r iz o n  b r ig h t e n e d  f o r  t h e  B razos  P r e s b y te r y .  Wo r e a s o n  re m a in e d  why 
t h i s  body  s h o u ld  n o t en d  i t s .  in d e p e n d e n t e x i s t e n c e  an d  p la c e  i t s e l f  
u n d e r  one o f  t h e  h ig h e r  j u d i c a t o r i e s  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . By 
su c h  a c t i o n  th e  p u r s e  s t r i n g s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  w ou ld  be  lo o s e n e d ,  
a n d  T exas e v a n g e l i s t s  w i th  am ple f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  c o u ld  sp en d  t h e i r  
f u l l  t im e  r i d i n g  c i r c u i t ,  g r e a t l y  in c r e a s in g  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .
A c c o rd in g ly ,  B razo s  P r e s b y te r y ,  i n  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1845 t a s k e d  
t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  t o  p la c e  i t  Tinder t h e  Synod o f  
M is s i s s i p p i  o r  o th e rw is e  t o  d is p o s e  o f  i t  a s  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  
th o u g h t b e s t . T h i s  r e q u e s t  was h o n o re d  when th e  M is s i s s i p p i  Synod 
p la c e d  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  u n d e r  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n . 55 T hus, t h e  184-5 s p r in g  
m e e tin g  p ro v e d  t o  be  t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  B razo s P r e s b y te r y  a s  an  
in d e p e n d e n t c h u rc h  c o u r t .
I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i t s  b r i e f  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  p r e s b y t e r y  h ad  grow n 
fro m  t h r e e  m i n i s t e r s  an d  s i x  c h u rc h e s  w i th  s e v e n ty - e ig h t  members i n
53g h r i s t i a n  O b se rv e r ,  S ep te m b er 3 , 1840 .
"^M in u tes  o f  A p r i l  3.> 1845 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
B ra z o s , 1 8 4 0 -1 8 4 5 ,"  8 4 -8 5 .
^ M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r  2 2 , 1845* E x t r a c t s  from  th e  R eco rd s  o f  th e  
Synod o f  M is s i s s i p p i  fro m  t h e  y e a r  1 8 3 8 -1 8 4 7 , I n c l u s i v e ,  7 7 - 7 8 .
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1840 t o  t e n  m i n i s t e r s  an d  t h i r t e e n  c h u rc h e s  w i th  a b o u t 282  communi­
c a n t s  i n  1 8 4 6 .* ^  A lth o u g h  p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  p a t e r n a l  c a r e  o f  th e  M is ­
s i s s i p p i  Synod i n  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n , o t h e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a p p e a re d  
i n  t h e  r e p o r t  s p r e a d  on th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  1848 f a l l  m e e t in g :
Our o r g a n iz e d  c h u rc h e s  a r e  few  & f e e b l e ,  s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  an  
immense t e r r i t o r y ,  & w ith  few  e x c e p t io n s ,  u n a b le  t o  s u s t a i n  
th e  g o s p e l .  Our m i n i s t e r s  ( o n ly  10 i n  num ber) a r e  c o n s e ­
q u e n t ly  s e p a r a t e d  f a r  from  e a c h  o th e r  & have b u t  l i t t l e  o p p o r­
t u n i t y  o f  c o u n s e l in g  8s a i d in g  e a c h .  . . . Our hands a r e  more 
th a n  f u l l  w i th  o u r  im m ed ia te  c o n g r e g a t io n s . I t  w ere g r e a t l y  
d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  we h ad  more m i n i s t e r s , ,  a t  l e a s t  enough  t o  h u n t 
o u t  th e s e  s c a t t e r e d  members & g a t h e r  them  [ i n t o  c h u r c h e s ] .
Our a b id in g  p r a y e r  i s  t h a t  God may s e n d  us m ore l a b o r e r s ,  y e s ,  
a c t i v e  an d  e f f i c i e n t  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  New T e s ta m e n t .58
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  h a n d ic a p s ,  th e  p r e s b y te r y  grew  a p a c e ,  so  t h a t  
i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1850 t h e  members r e s o lv e d  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  Synod o f  M is­
s i s s i p p i  t o  g iv e  i t s  b l e s s i n g  t o  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  synod  i n  T e x a s . The
R ev. M r. M cC ullough was a p p o in te d  to  c a r r y  t h i s  o v e r tu r e  t o  th e  f a l l
59s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  Synod m e e tin g  i n  V ic k s b u rg . C a r ry in g  th e  
p e t i t i o n  an d  m in u te  books o f  t h e  B razo s  a s se m b ly , th e  m i n i s t e r -  
d e le g a te  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  m e e tin g ,  t h e  f i r s t  an d  l a s t  member o f  th e  
B razo s  P r e s b y te r y  e v e r  to  p r e s e n t  h im s e lf  b e f o r e  th e  M is s i s s i p p i
^ M in u te s  o f  A p r i l  3 -4 ,  1840 , "M inu tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
B ra z o s , 1 8 4 0 -1 8 4 5 ,"  1 -1 0 .
^ A g g r e g a te  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica 
from  A . P . 1838  t o  1847 , I n c lu s i v e  (1 8 4 7 ) . 52 9 .
•^ M in u te s  o f  A p r i l  6 , 1848 , " P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  USA, 
P r e s b y te r y  o f  B ra z o s , Texas M in u te s , 1 8 4 6 -1 8 5 4 ,"  5 1 -5 3 .
-^ M in u te s  o f  November 1 4 , 1850 , i b i d . ,  9 5 -9 6 .
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J u d ic a t o r y .  W ith o u t r e f e r r i n g  t o  p a s t  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s , t h e  synod
60r e s o lv e d  to  s p o n so r  t h e  r e q u e s t .
A t i t s  a n n u a l  s p r in g  m e e tin g  i n  1851* th e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l Assem ­
b l y  r e c e iv e d  th e  o r i g i n a l  o v e r tu r e  from  th e  B razo s P r e s b y te r y .  R espond­
in g  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  t o  th e  a p p e a l ,  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  d e c re e d  t h a t  i t  
•would b e  e r e c t e d  i n t o  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s . Under i t  w ould  b e  p la c e d  th e
P r e s b y te r i e s  o f  B ra z o s , E a s te r n  T e x a s , an d  W este rn  T e x a s .
F o r th e  y e a r  1852  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e c o r d s  showed t h a t  th e  P r e s ­
b y te r y  o f  B razos  h ad  e le v e n  m i n i s t e r s  an d  358 com m unican ts , in c lu d in g  
52 c o lo r e d  b r e t h r e n .  T hese  c h u rc h  members c o n t r i b u t e d  a  t o t a l  o f  
$ 3 ,5 2 6  f o r  a l l  p u r p o s e s .  The P r e s b y te r y  o f  E a s te r n  T exas was com posed 
o f  f i v e  m i n i s t e r s  an d  247 com m unican ts , in c lu d in g  f i v e  c o lo r e d .  F o r  
a l l  p u rp o se s  t h e  m em bersh ip  c o n t r i b u t e d  $ 1 ,1 4 4 . The P r e s b y te r y  o f  
W este rn  T exas was made up o f  t e n  m i n i s t e r s  w i th  101 com m unican ts, 
in c lu d in g  t h r e e  c o lo r e d .  Money r a i s e d  f o r  a l l  p u rp o s e s  t o t a l e d  $467-
A t i t s  1856  a n n u a l  m e e tin g , t h i s  new ly  c o n s t i t u t e d  Synod o f  
T exas h e a rd  a  r e p o r t  from  i t s  co m m ittee  on n a r r a t i v e s ,  w hose d u ty  i t  
was t o  r e l a t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  c h u rc h  f o r  t h e  p r e c e d in g  y e a r .  
The co m m ittee  s t a t e d  t h a t  m is s io n a r y  a c t i v i t y  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r e s s e d  
i n  many a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  an d  a  num ber o f  new c h u rc h e s  w ere fo u n d e d .
^ M in u te s  o f  November 30* 1850 , E x t r a c t s  fro m  t h e  R eco rd s  o f  
t h e  Synod o f  M is s i s s i p p i  from  th e  y e a r  1838 - 1847 , I n c l u s i v e ,  4 3 -4 4 .
^^M ln u tes  o f  May 2 3 , l851,> The M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  
o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica  from  A . D.
1848 t o  A. D . 16 5 6 , I n c l u s i v e , 1 8 7 . ""
^ A g g r e g a te  - O f  P r e s b y t e r ia l  R ep o rts , 1852 ,  i b i d . ,  247*
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In  a d d i t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  r e v i v a l s  h ad  "been h e ld  w i th  a  g r a t i f y i n g  o u tp o u r ­
in g  o f  r e l i g i o u s  s p i r i t . The co m m ittee  a l s o  r e p o r te d  on  t h e  "low s t a t e  
o f  p i e t y  in  many p a r t s  o f  o u r  la n d ,  t h a t  t h e  S a b b a th  i s  d e s e c r a te d ,  
in te m p e ra n c e  i s  d o in g  i t s  f e a r f u l  w ork , an d  t h e  c o ld n e s s  & i n d i f f e r e n c e  
i s  fo u n d  even among th e  . . . f r i e n d s  o f  God. '1
By th e  y e a r  1857  t h e  s e c t i o n a l  h a t r e d  t e a r i n g  t h e  n a t io n  a p a r t  
fo u n d  e x p r e s s io n  among T exas P r e s b y te r i a n s .  The o ld  c r y  from  th e  S o u th  
and  W est, " s e n d  u s  more m i n i s t e r s , "  was r e p la c e d  by " s e n d  u s  th e  r i g h t
k in d  o f  m i n i s t e r s ,  n o t s u c h  a s  c o n s id e r  i t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  m is s io n  t o  
6Ua b o l i s h  s l a v e r y . "
M eantim e, on t h e  n a t i o n a l  sc e n e  a num ber o f  i n d i v i d u a l  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  N o rth  to o k  co u rag e o u s  s ta n d s  a g a i n s t  th e  pecu-. 
l i a r  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u th . One su ch , th e  R ev. Mr. E l i j a h  P . L ove-
jo y  was m u rd ered  b y  an i n f u r i a t e d  mob i n  I l l i n o i s  i n  1837 f o r  p r i n t i n g
6 sa p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y .  y However, th e  O ld  S ch o o l d e n o m in a tio n , 
a n x io u s  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  a t  any  c o s t ,  a t  f i r s t  n o t  
o n ly  r e f u s e d  t o  a t t a c k  s l a v e r y  b u t  a l s o  d e n ie d  t h a t  any  s t a n d  was n e c e s ­
s a r y .  L a te r ,  a t  th e  r e g u l a r  a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f  th e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem ­
b l y  i n  1845, i t  r e l u c t a n t l y  a d m it t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was e v i l  c o n n e c te d  w i th
^M inu tes o f  November 6 , 1856 , "M inu tes  o f  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , 
US, I 8 5 I - I 87 I , " 38 -39• I h  m ic ro f i lm  c o l l e c t i o n  (A u s tin  P r e s b y te r i a n  
T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary , A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .
64P e r s o n a l  R em in iscen c es  o f  Rev. W illia m  M. K ing i n  th e  Texas 
P r e s b y te r i a n ,  J u l y  5 , 1878*
^Thompson, The P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  A m erica, 1 3 2 .
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t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  s l a v e r y .  The ju d i c a t o r y  a l s o  m i ld ly  denounced  " th o s e  
d e f e c t iv e  a n d  o p p r e s s iv e  law s"  p a s s e d  b y  some o f  th e  s t a t e s  t o  r e g u l a t e  
i t .  The A ssem b ly  la m e n te d  th e  t r a f f i c  in  human f l e s h  w hereby  h u sb an d s
w ere s e p a r a t e d  from  w iv e s , and  c h i l d r e n  from  p a r e n t s ,  f o r  t h e  sa k e  o f
" f i l t h y  l u c r e . "  The c h u rc h  a l s o  a d m it t e d  an d  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  s la v e s  
w ere o f te n  c r u e l l y  m i s t r e a t e d .  H ow ever, th e  d e n o m in a tio n  r e c o g n iz e d  no 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  on th e  p a r t ' 'o f  th e  c h u rc h  t o  e l im i n a te  s u c h  e v i l s  e x c e p t 
t h a t  i t  recom m ended t h a t  m i n i s t e r s  e x h o r t  s la v e o w n e rs  t o  t r e a t  t h e i r  
Negro c h a rg e s  w ith ,  h u m a n ity . F u r th e rm o re , t h e y  d id  n o t  ad m it t h a t  i t  
was th e  C h r i s t i a n  d u ty  o f  t h e  m a s te r s  t o  e m a n c ip a te  t h e i r  s e r v i l e  
l a b o r e r s .  T h is  r e s o l u t i o n  was a d o p te d  by  a  v o te  o f  l6 8  t o  1 3 * ^
A t t h e  18^9 m e e tin g  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  b o d y , t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r y  o f  C h i l l i c o t h e ,  O h io , m e m o r ia l iz e d  th e  A ssem bly  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  i t  
denounce s l a v e r y  a s  a  s i n .  I t  f u r t h e r  u rg e d  t h a t  th e  lo w e r  c o u r t s  u se
v ig o ro u s  m e th o d s t o  p u rg e  t h i s  e v i l  from  th e  c h u rc h .  W ith o u t a  d i v i ­
s io n  th e  G e n e ra l  A ssem bly  r e s o lv e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  be  " im p ro p e r  a n d  in e x ­
p e d ie n t"  f o r  i t  to  p ro p o s e  m e asu re s  o f  e m a n c i p a t i o n .^
By l 8 6 l ,  how ever, s e c t i o n a l  p a s s io n s  w ere  so in f la m e d , b o th  in  
th e  N o rth  a n d  th e  S o u th , t h a t  A m erican  C a l v i n i s t s ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  th e m ­
s e lv e s ,  w ere  f o r c e d  t o  f a c e  th e  b u r n in g  i s s u e s  o f  th e  d a y . By t h e  t im e
M in u te s  o f  May 2 0 , 18^ 5 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica from  A. D. 1838  
t o  A. D. 1847> I n c l u s i v e ,  387-90-
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M inutes o f  May 2 5 , 18^9, M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  America from A. D. 1848
t o  A. D. 1 8 5 8 , I n c lu s i v e ,  8 9 -9 0 -
^3
t h e  O ld S c h o o l G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m et I n  P h i l a d e lp h i a  in  th e  s p r in g  o f  
t h a t  y e a r  t h e  lo w e r  s o u th e rn  s t a t e s  h a d  a l r e a d y  s e c e d e d , Abraham 
L in c o ln  h a d  b een  in a u g u r a te d  P r e s i d e n t ,  and  F o r t  S um ter h a d  b een  f i r e d  
u p o n .
I n  May, l 86 l ,  when t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  body  o f  t h e  O ld 
S c h o o l d e n o m in a tio n  a s s e m b le d , few  d e l e g a te s  from  t h e  S o u th  w ere  i n  
a t t e n d a n c e .  The d a n g e rs  o f  t r a v e l  a n d  th e  f e a r  t h a t  th e y  w ould  n o t  be 
c o r d i a l l y  r e c e iv e d  p r e v e n te d  t h e  a t te n d a n c e  o f  t h e  S o u th e r n e r s . O nly 
16 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from  synods o f  t h e  C o n fed e ra cy  made t h e i r  a p p e a ra n c e , 
in c lu d in g  tw o from  t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s . On th e  t h i r d  d ay  o f  t h e  m e e t­
in g ,  D r. G a rd n e r S p r in g  o f  t h e  B r ic k  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  New York 
p ro p o s e d  t h a t  a  r e s o l u t i o n  b e  in t r o d u c e d  s w e a r in g  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  U nion  
a n d  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t. On th e  t w e l f t h  day  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  a f t e r
a c r im o n io u s  d e b a te  D r . S p r in g 's  r e s o l u t i o n  c a r r i e d  b y  a  v o te  o f  156 t o
6 6 . The r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e d  i n  p a r t :
T h a t t h i s  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  . . .  do h e re b y  acknow ledge  and. 
d e c l a r e  o u r  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p rom ote  a n d  p e r p e t u a t e ,  so  f a r  a s
i n  u s  l i e s ,  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e s e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  an d  t o
s t r e n g t h e n ,  u p h o ld , a n d  e n c o u ra g e  t h e  F e d e r a l  G overnm ent i n  
th e  e x e r c i s e  o f  a l l  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  u n d e r  o u r  n o b le  C o n s t i t u ­
t i o n  j an d  th r o u g h  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i n  a l l  i t s  p r o v i s io n s ,  
r e q u i r e m e n ts ,  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s ,  we p r o f e s s  o u r  u n a b a te d  
l o y a l t y .  68
R e a c t in g  t o  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  i n  t h e  summer an d  f a l l  o f  l 8 6 l ,  
p r e s b y t e r i e s  i n  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  S t a t e s  p a s s e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  re n o u n c in g
I b i d . , 56^ ;  R o b e r t E r n e s t  Thom pson, P r e s b y te r i a n s  i n  t h e  
S o u th  (R ichm ond: The Jo h n  Knox P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  I ,  5 64 ; M in u te s  o f  May 1 8 - 
2 8 , l 86 l ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  
t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica from  A . D. 1859 t o  A . D. 1864 , I n c l u s i v e ,  
1 38 , 1 6 2 -5 3 .----------------------------------------  -----------  ---------------------------------------------
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t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  G e n e ra l A ssem bly . I n  re s p o n s e  t o  an  A ugust 
i n v i t a t i o n  from  a  c o n v e n tio n  in  A t l a n t a ,  G e o rg ia , d e le g a te s  from  t e n  
synods com posed o f  46 p r e s b y t e r i e s  g a th e r e d  i n  A u g u s ta , G e o rg ia , on 
Decem ber 4 ,  l 86 l ,  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  th e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch  o f  t h e  C onfed­
e r a t e  S t a t e s  o f  A m e ric a , ^
A t th e  t im e  th e s e  e v e n ts  w ere o c c u r r in g ,  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  t h e  
T exas Synod in c lu d e d  th e  P r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  W est T e x a s , E a s t  T e x a s , Cen­
t r a l  T e x a s , and  B ra z o s . The s y n o d ic a l  a s se m b ly  in c lu d e d  47  m i n i s t e r s ,  
69  c h u rc h e s ,  2 ,1 0 3  com m un ican ts , an d  t h e  t o t a l  am ount g iv e n  f o r  a l l  
p u rp o s e s  was $ 2 4 ,6 1 5 . ' ^
I n  J u ly ,  l 86 l ,  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  W est T exas s p r e a d  on  i t s  m in ­
u t e s  i t s  in d i g n a t i o n  a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  S p r in g  r e s o l u t i o n .  The 
c h u rc h  c o u r t  o f f i c i a l l y  r e p u d ia te d  t h e  " d e l iv e r a n c e s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  'o n  th e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y . '"  T h is  s ta te m e n t  w as, "u n co n ­
s t i t u t i o n a l ,  u n s c r i p t u r a l  and  a n t i - P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  an d  we do h e re b y  
d e c la r e  i t  n u l l  and  v o i d ."^1
I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h a t  same y e a r  t h e  o th e r  T exas j u d i c a t o r i e s  a l s o  
made t h e i r  v iew s known. S in c e  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  U .S .A .,  d e n o m in a tio n
^ T h o m p so n , The P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  A m e ric a ,. 1 5 5 -5 6 .
^ A g g r e g a te  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a l  R e p o r ts  f o r  l 8 6 l ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  
G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  
A m erica , fro m  A. D. 1859 t o  A. D. 1864 , I n c lu s i v e  (1 8 6 1 ) ,  19 4 .
^ M in u te s  o f  J u ly  19> l 8 6 l ,  " P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  US and  
t h e  USA, P r e s b y te r y  o f  W este rn  T exas M in u te s , I 85 I - I 8 7 I / 1 1 6 8 . In  
m ic ro f i lm  c o l l e c t i o n  (A u s t in  P r e s b y te r i a n  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  L ib r a r y ,  
A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .  H e r e a f t e r  s t y l e d  " P r e s b y te r y  o f  W este rn  T e x a s ,
M in u te s ."
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h ad  r e q u i r e d  " o f  i t s  members i n  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  S t a t e s  t o  do t h a t  w h ich  
w ould  he  t r e a s o n a b le  a g a i n s t  t h e  pow ers t h a t  be" th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  Cen­
t r a l  T exas d e c l a r e d  t h a t  no c o u rs e  was p o s s i b l e  b u t  t o  s e p a r a t e  from
i t s  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  an d  i n  c o n c e r t  w i th  o t h e r  s o u th e rn  p r e s b y t e r i e s  t o
72o r g a n iz e  a new an d  autonom ous c h u rc h .
The P r e s b y te r y  o f  E a s te r n  T exas jo i n e d  i t s  s i s t e r  a s s e m b lie s  b y
s p re a d in g  on i t s  m in u te s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n :
W hereas i n  t h e  v iew s o f  t h i s  P r e s b y te r y  t h e  l a s t  G e n e ra l Assem­
b l y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch in  t h e  U .S . i n  s e s s io n  in  
P h i l a d e lp h i a  i n  May l a s t  p a s s e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n s ,
W hereas i n  t h e  v iew s o f  t h i s  P r e s b y te r y  s a i d  G e n e ra l A ssem bly 
v i o l a t e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  c h u rc h  i n  a t te m p t in g  t o  
d e c id e  a  p u r e ly  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t io n  and  v i o l a t e d  t h e  command 
o f  t h e  B ib le  i n  e n jo in in g  upon  th e  members an d  m i n i s t e r s  o f  
o u r  c h u rc h e s  t h e i r  p e rfo rm a n c e s  o f  a c t s  w h ich  w ou ld  be  i n  
d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w i th  th o s e  p a r t s  o f  s c r i p t u r e  w h ich  e n jo in  
upon  us o b e d ie n c e  t o  th e  governm en t u n d e r  w h ich  we d w e ll .
T h e r e f o re ,  r e s o lv e d  t h a t  t h i s  P r e s b y te r y  h e re b y  d e c l a r e s  
i t s  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  t h e  s a i d  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  U .S . t o  
b e  d i s s o l v e d . 73
Not u n t i l  i t s  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  1863  was t h e  Synod o f  Texas 
a b le  t o  t a k e  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  th e  fo r e g o in g  e v e n ts  an d  r e s o l u t i o n s . F o l ­
lo w in g  t h e  l e a d  o f  i t s  com ponent p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  i t s  members r e s o lv e d :
M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r  10 , l 8 6 l ,  " P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  US 
an d  th e  USA, P r e s b y te r y  o f  C e n t r a l  T exas M in u te s ,"  V o l. I ,  A p r i l ,
185^ t o  O c to b e r , 1864, 1 6 7 -6 9 . H e r e a f te r  s t y l e d  " P r e s b y te r y  o f  C e n t r a l  
T e x a s , M in u te s ."  I n  m ic ro f i lm  c o l l e c t i o n s  (A u s t in  P r e s b y te r i a n  T heo­
l o g i c a l  S em inary  L ib r a r y ,  A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .
^ M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r  10 , l 8 6 l ,  " P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  US 
an d  th e  USA, P r e s b y te r y  o f  E a s te r n  T e x a s , M in u te s ,"  V o l. I I ,  l 8 6 l  t o  
1866 , 1 5 -1 6 . H e r e a f te r  s t y l e d  " P r e s b y te r y  o f  E a s te r n  T ex a s , M in u te s ."  
In  m ic ro f i lm  c o l l e c t i o n s  (A u s t in  P r e s b y te r i a n  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em inary  
L ib r a r y ,  A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .
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W hereas th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  I n  th e  
U .S . d id  i n  l 86 l  pop [s i c ] r e s o l u t i o n s  on t h e  s t a t e  o f  th e  
c o u n t r y  w h ich  we b e l i e v e  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  a n d  w hich  r e q u i r e d  
s u c h  a c t io n  on o u r  p a r t  a s  w ould be  f a l s e  t o  t h e  S o u th e rn  
C o n fe d e ra c y  o f  w h ich  we a r e  a  p a r t .  We t h e r e f o r e  a t  t h i s  
f i r s t  m e e tin g  o f  Synod s in c e  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  s a i d  r e s o l u t i o n s  
R e so lv e d  t h a t  we h e re b y  d e c la r e  o u r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  th e  
U .S .A . d i s s o lv e d  an d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  we h e re b y  d e c la r e  o u r  a d h e ­
s io n  t o  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  th e  
C o n fe d e ra te  S t a t e s  o f  A m e ric a .
7I4.
T h is  s ta te m e n t  was u n an im o u s ly  a d o p te d . 1
F o u r y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  th e  s p r in g  o f  1865 , w i th  th e  im m inen t t e r ­
m in a t io n  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  t h e  O ld S ch o o l G en e ra l A ssem bly  d a sh e d  a l l  
hopes f o r  an  im m ed ia te  c o r d i a l  r e u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  A m erican  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  
by  i s s u i n g  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n :
R e so lv e d , 1 .  T h a t t h i s  A ssem bly  r e g a rd s  t h i s  c i v i l  r e b e l ­
l i o n  f o r  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  Negro s l a v e r y  a s  a  g r e a t  c r im e , 
b o th  a g a i n s t  o u r  n a t i o n a l  governm en t an d  a g a i n s t  God, a n d  th e  
s e c e s s io n  o f  t h e s e  P r e s b y te r i e s  an d  Synods fro m  th e  P r e s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch , u n d e r  su c h  c irc u m s ta n c e s  and  f o r  su ch  r e a s o n s  
a s  u n w a rra n te d , s c h i s m a t i c a l ,  a n d  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .
R e so lv e d , 2 .  T h a t t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly d o es  n o t i n t e n d  to  
abandon  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  i n  w hich  t h e s e  c h u rc h e s  a r e  fo u n d , . . .
On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h i s  a s se m b ly  w i l l  r e c o g n iz e  su c h  l o y a l  p e r ­
so n s  a s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  th e s e  c h u rc h e s ,  P r e s b y t e r i e s ,  and  Synods 
i n  a l l  bounds o f  th e  s c h ism , an d  w i l l  u s e  e a r n e s t  e n d e a v o rs  to  
r e s t o r e  and  r e v iv e  a l l  su c h  c h u rc h e s  and  c h u rc h  c o u r t s . 75
The a s se m b ly  a l s o  t u r n e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  s o u th e rn  m i n i s t e r s  
who g a v e  a i d  an d  co m fo rt t o  t h e  " a t r o c io u s "  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  th e  g o v ­
ernm en t o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  Negro s l a v e r y .  I n
7h1 M inu tes o f  November 11 , 1863 , "M inu tes o f  th e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  U .S . ,  1 8 5 1 -1 9 0 0 ,"  109*
75M inutes o f  May 2 9 , 1865 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  o f  America from A. D. 1865
to  A. D. I 869 , I n c lu s iv e ,  ^ 2 .
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th e  same v e in  o f  C h r i s t i a n  c h a r i t y  a n d  f o r g iv e n e s s ,  t h e  c h u rc h  c o u r t  
s t a t e d  t h a t  an y  P r e s b y te r i a n  d iv in e  who h ad  g iv e n  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  g o v ­
ernm ent s u c h  s u p p o r t  and  c o m fo rt o r  who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
o f  s l a v e r y  was o rd a in e d  b y  God, m ust c o n fe s s  th e  e r r o r s  o f  h i s  t r a n s ­
g r e s s io n s  a n d  hum bly b eg  th e  p a rd o n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h . Any su c h  c le rg y m an  
who f a i l e d  so  t o  c o n fe s s  h i s  s i n s  a n d  su e  f o r  f o r g iv e n e s s  w ou ld  be 
dep o sed  fro m  th e  m i n i s t r y  an d  b e  d e n ie d  a l l  communion w ith  t h e  c h u r c h . ^  
As U nion  a rm ie s  moved i n t o  th e  S o u th , f e d e r a l  o f f i c e r s  s e iz e d  
th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  d i s l o y a l  c h u rc h  g ro u p s  a n d  o f f e r e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  i t  t o  
n o r th e r n  d e n o m in a t io n s . I n  l i n e  w i th  i t s  s t a t e d  p o l i c y ,  t h e  O ld S ch o o l 
c h u rc h  l a i d  hands upon th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  C .S .A . C h urch , a n d  d ep o sed  
from  t h e i r  p u l p i t s  c le rg y m en  w i th  C o n fe d e ra te  s y m p a th ie s .  The U .S .A . 
d e n o m in a tio n  i n s t a l l e d  p ro -U n io n  m i n i s t e r s  who l e c t u r e d  in d ig n a n t  
s o u th e rn  c o n g re g a t io n s  on t h e i r  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s .  W ith  an  e q u a l  d i s r e g a r d  
o f  ^ s e c t i o n a l  s e n s i t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n s  a l s o  a t te m p te d  t o  
form  synods and  p r e s b y t e r i e s  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o n q u e re d  S o u th .77
Owing to  th e  d e v a s ta t io n  o f  th e  w a r, th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , C .S .A .,  c o u ld  n o t  h o ld  i t s  s c h e d u le d  m e e tin g  
in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1 8 6 5 . I n  Decem ber o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  how ever, t h e  p o s t ­
poned  s e s s i o n  was h e l d .  P a r t i a l l y  a s  a c o n seq u en c e  o f  th e  b e h a v io r  o f  
th e  n o r th e r n  d e n o m in a tio n , th e  f e e l i n g  a t  th e  m e e tin g  was a lm o s t  u n a n i ­
mous f o r  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  s e p a r a t e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  s o u th e rn
^ M in u te s  o f  May 30 , 1865 ,  i b i d . ,  
^ L o e t s c h e r ,  A B r i e f  H i s to r y ,  8 3 .
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c h u rc h .  A f t e r  a  p ro lo n g e d  d e b a te ,  t h e  name o f  th e  d e n o m in a tio n  was 
ch an g e d  from  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , C .S .A .,  t o  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  The members o f  t h i s  " U .S ."  d e n o m in a tio n  
th e n  d e m o n s tra te d  t h e i r  i l l  w i l l  to w a rd  t h e i r  n o r th e r n  b r e t h r e n  b y  
d raw in g  up a s e r i e s  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  w h ich  in c lu d e d  th e  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  
th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A .,  w ou ld  be a c c o rd e d  no m ore c o u r t e s y  
th a n  w ould  b e  shown t o  any  o t h e r  f o r e i g n  r e l i g i o u s  b o d y . M oreo v er, a l l  
t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , 
U .S . ,  w ere i n s t r u c t e d  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  o n ly  m i n i s t e r s  whose p r i n c i p l e s  
a c c o rd e d  w i th  th o s e  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  be i n s t a l l e d  i n  c h u rc h e s  
u n d e r  t h e i r  s u p e r v i s i o n . ^
A t t h e  same t im e  t h e  s e c t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  w i th in  t h e  c h u rc h  was 
b e in g  p e r p e tu a te d ,  a n o th e r  sch ism  w i th in  A m erican  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  was 
e n d e d . I n  1864 th e  New S ch o o l d e n o m in a tio n  i n  t h e  S o u th  u n i t e d  w i th  
th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , C .S .A .,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  C .S .A . 
d e n o m in a tio n  was s t r o n g l y  O ld S ch o o l i n  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  r e f u s e d  t o  
com prom ise t o  s e c u re  t h i s  m e rg e r .  The New S c h o o l men i n  t h e  S o u th , b y  
a c c e p t in g  t h e  te rm s  o f  th e  C .S .A . C h urch , d e m o n s tra te d  t h a t  th e y  h ad  
e i t h e r  ch an g ed  t h e i r  v iew s on p o in t s  a t  i s s u e  o r  t h a t  th e y  w ere n e v e r  
s t r o n g l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  A uburn D e c la r a t io n  w h ich  h ad  e a r l i e r  
d e l in e a t e d  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  New S c h o o l A s s e m b ly .^
78' L . G. V ander V e ld e , The P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurches and  th e  F e d e r a l  
U n io n , I 86 I - I 869  (C am bridge: H a rv a rd  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 2 ) , 5 0 2 -0 3 •
^T h o m p so n , H is to r y  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  th e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s ,  159•
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Soon a f t e r  th e  C i v i l  W ar, t h e  O ld  S c h o o l an d  t h e  New S ch o o l 
d en o m in a tio n s  i n  th e  N o rth  a l s o  r e u n i t e d .  T h is  f u s io n  was i n  p a r t  made 
p o s s i b l e  b y  th e  p a t r i o t i c  e n th u s ia s m  o f  t h e  N o rth  w h ich  d e v e lo p e d  in  
t h e  c o u rs e  o f  th e  c o n f l i c t . B o th  c h u rc h e s  b y  u n i t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t in g  t h e  
w ar e f f o r t  n a t u r a l l y  a c h ie v e d  a  f e e l i n g  o f  k i n s h i p .  They h ad  moved 
c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r  i n  o th e r  r e s p e c t s  a s  w e l l .  C e a s in g  t o  o p e r a te  th ro u g h  
v o lu n ta r y  in te r d e n o m in a t io n a l  o r g a n iz a t i o n s ,  t h e  New S ch o o l C hurch  h ad  
b y  th e  l 8 6 0 ' s  l a r g e l y  c o n d u c te d  i t s  m is s io n a r y  e n d e a v o rs  th r o u g h  i t s  
own c o m m itte e s . T hese  w ere s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  b o a rd s  th r o u g h  w h ich  t h e  O ld  
S ch o o l P r e s b y te r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n  f u n c t io n e d .  A new g e n e r a t io n  o f  O ld 
S ch o o l m i n i s t e r s  was a l s o  l e s s  i n t r a n s i g e n t  i n  i n s i s t i n g  upon t h e o l o g i ­
c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s . The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  m e e tin g  o f  m inds was t h a t  i n  1869 , 
a f t e r  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  t h e  tw o c h u rc h e s  m erg ed . The r e u n i t e d  
a s se m b ly  to o k  t h e  name "The P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f
A m e ric a ,"  w h ich  h ad  b e e n  th e  name o f  th e  c h u rc h  b e f o r e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f
fin1837 , an d  o f  b o th  c h u rc h e s  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r io d  o f  d i v i s i o n .
As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  r e a l ig n m e n t ,  i n  I 87O t h e r e  
rem a in ed  o n ly  t h r e e  m a jo r  d iv i s i o n s  w i th in  A m erican  P r e s b y te r ia n i s m j  
th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , an d  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s .  A d m ittin g  i t s  s e c t i o n a l  o r i g i n ,  t h e  U .S . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
a l s o  c a l l e d  i t s e l f  t h e  " S o u th e rn "  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . T h is  name p e r ­
m i t t e d  i t  t o  l a b e l  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  a s  th e  " N o rth e rn "
® °L o e tsc h e r , A B r i e f  H is to r y ,  8 5 .
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P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch . L i t t l e  a c t i o n  c o u ld  be  ta k e n  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  
C u m berlanders who h ad  a  s t r o n g  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  i n  t h e  S o u th  an d  S o u th w e s t. 
Many members o f  t h e  U .S . C hurch  w ere  d e te rm in e d  t o  e x c lu d e  th e  r e u n i t e d  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  from  D ix ie la n d .  The P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  th e  
U .S .A .,  on th e  o th e r  h an d , b e l i e v e d  i t  was t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h , a n d , 
c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  t h a t  i t  h ad  a s  much r i g h t  t o  e v a n g e l iz e  t h e  S o u th la n d  a s  
a n y  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  b o d y . T hese c o n t r a s t i n g  p r e ju d i c e s  and  v ie w p o in ts  
r e a p p e a r  r e p e a t e d ly  i n  t h e  l a t e r  h i s t o r y  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m .
The U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  T exas a c h ie v e d  an  im p o r ta n t  
o b j e c t i v e  on th e  e v e n in g  o f  J u l y  16 , 1868 , when Jo h n  McMurray and  T had- 
deus McRae, f o r m e r ly  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  W e s te rn  T ex a s , an d  th e  R ev.
Mr. H enry  P . Young, f o rm e r ly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  B ra z o s , m et i n  t h e  
F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  A u s t in  t o  o r g a n iz e  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
A u s t in  w i th in  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . As t h e i r  f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s in e s s  
th e  t h r e e  m i n i s t e r s  u n an im o u s ly  s u b s c r ib e d  t o  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s ­
s io n  a n d  th e  C a tech ism s a s  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  s ta n d a r d  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h urch . They a l s o  a d o p te d  th e  "Form o f  G overnm ent" o f  th e  U .S .A . denom i­
n a t i o n .  E x t r a c t s  r e a d  from  th e  s e s s i o n  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch  i n  A u s t in ,  t h e  F i r s t  German P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  G a lv e s ­
t o n ,  an d  th e  G eorgetow n P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  s t a t e d  t h e  d e te r m in a t io n  o f  
th o s e  t h r e e  c o n g re g a t io n s  t o  re m a in  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h .  They
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w ere a c c o r d in g ly  th e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  hook o f  t h e  new A u s t in
D - i
P r e s b y te r y .
Two days l a t e r ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  c o u rs e  o f  a c t i o n ,  th e
m i n i s t e r s  drew up th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n :
We th e  members o f  P r e s b y te r y  d e c l a r e  t o  t h e  w o r ld , t h a t  i t  has  
b e e n  w ith o u t  o u r  c o n s e n t and  c o n t r a r y  t o  o u r  c o n v ic t io n s  t h a t  
we have b een  c u t o f f  from  t h e  c h u rc h  o f  o u r  own c h o ic e  an d  
t h a t  we deny  t h e  r i g h t  o f  an y  p e r s o n s  w h e th e r  i n  an  o rg a n iz e d  
o r  u n o rg a n iz e d  c a p a c i t y  t o  a t te m p t  t o  b in d  o u r  c o n s c ie n c e s  in  
t h i s  m a t te r  o r  t o  c o n t r o l  u s  c o n t r a r y  t o  o u r  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v ic ­
t i o n s  - - t o  d e c l a r e  w ith  w hat c h u rc h  we may o r  may n o t  c o n n e c t 
o u r s e lv e s ;  o r  w here we may o r  may n o t  l a b o r .  And f u r t h e r —in  
ta k in g  t h i s  s te p  to w a rd  u n io n  w i th  t h e  c h u rc h  o f  o u r  fo rm e r  
a d o p t io n  we do so  a l t o g e t h e r  from  a  s e n s e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  d u ty ,  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  a s  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s  m ust an sw er f o r  h im s e l f  t o  th e  
G re a t Head o f  th e  C hurch  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  we o u g h t and  
a r e  i n  d u ty  bound  n o t  o n ly  t o  d is c o u ra g e  b u t  t o  h e a l  a s  f a r  as  
we o u r s e lv e s  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  h a s  b een  made in  
t h e  Body o f  C h r i s t  w h ich  d i v i s i o n  we h o ld  s h o u ld  n o t  have b een  
made and  t h e r e f o r e  p ro n o u n ce  s i n f u l .  And s t i l l  f u r t h e r  i n  
o r g a n iz in g  t h i s  P r e s b y te r y  we n e i t h e r  aim  n o r  i n t e n d  to  p la c e  
o u r s e lv e s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  o u r  s o u th e r n  B re th re n  o f  th e  P re s b y -  
• t e r i a n  C hurch  b u t  r a t h e r  to .  p u t  o u r s e lv e s  in  u n io n  w i th  o u r  
b r e th r e n  from  whom we h ad  b e e n  v i o l e n t l y  s e p a r a t e d ,  d e s i r i n g  
how ever t o  l i v e  i n  p e a c e  an d  harm ony w i th  a l l  b r e t h r e n  i n  
C h r i s t  p r o v id in g  i t  can  b e  done w ith o u t  v i o l a t i n g  o u r  c o n v ic ­
t i o n s  a s  t o  w hat o u r  d u ty  t o  o u r  God i s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  m a t­
t e r  and  we s i n c e r e l y  i n v i t e  an d  e a r n e s t l y  p le a d  w i th  o u r  
b r e th r e n  o f  t h e  S o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  t o  u n i t e  w i th  us 
i n  r e s t o r i n g  and  m a in ta in in g  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  s e e in g  
t h a t  th e  i s s u e s  t h a t  r e n t  i t  a s u n d e r  a r e  now d ead  a n d  b u r ie d  
le a v in g  no  re a s o n  t h a t  we s h o u ld  lo n g e r  c o n t in u e  e s t r a n g e d  one 
fro m  a n o th e r  g iv in g  t h e  w o rld  t h e  o c c a s io n  t o  r e j e c t  th e  o f f e r  
o f  m ercy  th ro u g h  o u r L o rd  an d  S a v io u r ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a n d  t o  
whom we commend o u r s e lv e s  and  h i s  c a u s e ,  p ra y in g  f o r  H is 
S p i r i t ' s in f lu e n c e s  an d  s u s t a i n i n g  g r a c e  .
®''"Minutes o f  J u ly  16 , 1868 , "M inutes o f  th e  P re s b y te ry  o f
A u s tin  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  Church in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  A m erica,
1868- 1887 ," 1 -4 .
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The t h r e e  m i n i s t e r s  th en , r e s o lv e d  t o  se n d  co m m iss io n e rs  t o  th e  
n e x t  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  i n  th e  s p r in g  o f  
1 8 6 9 . R e p o r t in g  w hat h ad  b een  done i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  T exas a t  t h e  
J u l y ,  1868 , m e e tin g , t h e  c o m m iss io n e rs  r e q u e s te d  t h e  in c o r p o r a t io n  o f  
t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  i n t o  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . The s e s s i o n  th e n
a d jo u rn e d .® ^
I n  t h e  1869  s p r in g  m e e tin g  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  t h e  s t a t e d  
c l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t o  th e  d e le g a te s  t h a t  a  p r e s b y te r y  h ad  b e e n  o r g a n iz e d  i n  
T exas -w ithou t p re v io u s  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem b ly . A lth o u g h  a
“ -t
co m m iss io n e r from  Texas was p r e s e n t ,  th e  c l e r k  s t a t e d  t h a t  no o f f i c i a l  
n o t i c e  o f  t h e  fo rm a t io n  o f  t h a t  c h u rc h  c o u r t  h ad  a s  y e t  b e e n  p r e ­
se n te d .® 3  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  r a t h e r  c o n fu s e d  r e p o r t ,  t h e  A u s t in  P re s b y ­
t e r y  was t e n t a t i v e l y  l i s t e d  u n d e r  t h e  Synod o f  N a s h v i l l e  i n  t h e  s t a t i s -
fikt i c a l  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .
The f o l lo w in g  y e a r  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  l i s t e d  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s ­
b y te r y  u n d e r  t h e  Synod o f  T e n n e s s e e . T h is  same r e p o r t  named t h e  R ev. 
M r. H enry P .  Young a s  S t a t e d  S u p p ly  o f  t h e  F i r s t  German P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h u rch  o f  G a lv e s to n .  The t o t a l  num ber o f  com m unicants o f  t h i s  c h u rc h  
was s a i d  t o  b e  7 0 , w h ile  t h e  Sunday S ch o o l m em bership  was 125• The 
S t a t e d  S u p p ly  o f  th e  G eorgetow n P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  was l i s t e d  a s  th e
Rp
M in u te s  o f  J u l y  1 8 , 1868 , i b i d . ,  5-7*
M inutes o f  May 2 0 , 1869 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  o f  America from A. E . 1865
t o  A . D . 1869 , I n c lu s iv e ,  4 3 1 .
^ Ibid ., h28 .
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R ev . Mr. Jo h n  M cM urray; t h e  com m unicants o f  t h i s  c h u rc h  num bered  2 0 , 
v h i l e  t h e  Sunday S c h o o l l i s t e d  50 m em bers. Funds c o n t r i b u t e d  f o r  a l l  
p u rp o s e s  w ere $ 1 ,2 5 1 .2 0 .  The R ev. M r. Jerom e A u g u s tin e  W illia m s  was 
l i s t e d  a s  S t a t e d  S u p p ly  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  A u s t in .  
The t o t a l  number o f  com m unicants was g iv e n  a s  6 7 , v h i l e  t h e  Sunday 
S c h o o l was com posed o f  75* F o r  a l l  p u rp o s e s  th r o u g h  t h e  y e a r  t h e  c o n ­
g r e g a t io n  c o n t r i b u t e d  $ 1 , 2 0 9 *0 4 . ^
P e rh a p s  a t  t h i s  t im e  i t  w ou ld  b e  w e l l  t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  q u e s t io n  
r a i s e d  b y  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  i n  i t s  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  A p r i l ,  1 8 8 5 :
The P r e s b y te r y  o f  A u s t in  m ost r e s p e c t f u l l y  o v e r tu r e s  t h e  
G e n e ra l A ssem bly  u r g in g  t h a t  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  c a l l  th e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  e d i t o r s  an d  t h e  B oards o f  t h e  C hurch  & th e  
p u b l i c  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  te rm  " N o r th e rn  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch" o r  t h e  " P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch  (N o r th )"  i s  n o t 
t h e  name o f  o u r  c h u rc h  & r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h i s  te rm  n o t  b e  u s e d  
s in c e  i t  i s  so  o f f e n s iv e  & i n j u r i o u s .
1 .  I t  i s  a m isnom er f o r  c h u rc h  b o a s t s  o f  know ing no N o r th  o r  
S o u th  no E a s t  no W est, b u t  i s  s im p ly  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
i n  t h e  U .S .A . w ith o u t  s u f f i x  o r  p r e f i x .
2 .  Recommended u se  i s  i n c o r r e c t  a s  o u r  c h u rc h  h a s  
6 Synods
2k P r e s b y te r i e s  
527 M in is te r s  
676  C hurches
5 0 ,0 0 0  Com m unicants i n  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  c o u n t ry  u s u a l l y  
c a l l e d  "The S o u th ."
3- B ecause  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s  w ord i s  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  i n j u r e  o u r  
w ork i n  th e  s o u th  s in c e  i t  conveys t h e  im p re s s io n  t h a t  we a s  
a s e c t i o n a l  c h u rc h , a r e  a t  w ork i n  a  t e r r i t o r y  n o t  b e lo n g in g  
t o  u s  & th e  u s e  o f  t h e  term .' " n o r th e r n "  b y  o u r  p a p e r s ,  B o a rd s , 
e t c . ,  i s  r e a d i l y  s e i z e d  upon b y  th o s e  who w ould  i n j u r e  o u r  
w ork a s  p ro o f  t h a t  we a r e  a  s e c t i o n a l  c h u rc h .
^ S t a t i s t i c a l  R eco rd s  an d  P r e s b y te r y  R o l l s ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  
G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, New S e r . ,  V o l. 
I  ( 1870 ) ,  87 9 .
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4 .  B ecause  t h e  u se  o f  t h i s  te rm  i s  a l s o  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  keep  
th e  m em ories o f  d iv i s i o n s  an d  w ar, We w ould  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i f  
a n y  o t h e r  te rm  i s  n e c e s s a r y  th a n  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , - 
__ th e  e x p r e s s io n  " th e  N a t io n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch" b e  u s e d .° °
S in c e  t h i s  i s s u e  a p p e a re d  t im e  an d  a g a in ,  th e  q u e s t io n  n a t u r a l l y
a r i s e s ,  how n o r th e r n  was t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  d u r in g  t h e  p e r io d  o f
t h i s  s tu d y ?  Was t h i s  o p p ro b r io u s  te rm  j u s t i f i e d  o r  was i t  w ith o u t  an y
b a s i s  in  f a c t ?
In  s e e k in g  th e  an sw er one m ig h t n a t u r a l l y  a s k  w here w ere th e  
sy m p a th ie s  o f  U .S .A . m i n i s t e r s  d u r in g  th e  C i v i l  War? A lth o u g h  v iew s o f  
a l l  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  w hat te s t im o n y  d id  rem a in  d i s c l o s e d  a  c l e a r  
t r e n d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n .  T h e re  was s t r o n g  e v id e n c e  t o  demon­
s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  men s u p p o r te d  th e  U nion  c a u s e ,  som etim es a t  g r e a t  
p e r s o n a l  r i s k  t o  th e m s e lv e s  an d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .
Two exam ples w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  p o i n t .  The f i r s t  i s  th e  
R ev . Mr. T haddeus McRae. He was b o rn  O c to b e r 1 0 , 1831 , i n  M ario n , now 
D i l l a n  C oun ty , S o u th  C a r o l in a .  H is p a r e n t s  w ere o f  S c o tc h  H ig h la n d e r  
d e s c e n t .  A f t e r  th e  I n d ia n s  w ere rem oved w e s t o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  th e  
McRaes moved in t o  K im per C oun ty , M is s i s s i p p i ,  w here T haddeus a t t e n d e d  
w hat s c h o o ls  e x i s t e d .  The f a m i ly  th e n  moved t o  D ek a lb , t h e  c o u n ty  
s e a t  w here t h e  s c h o o ls  w ere o f  h ig h e r  c a l i b r e .  L a t e r  he a t t e n d e d  Salem  
H igh  S ch o o l i n  s o u th e r n  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  f i n i s h i n g  a  f o u r - y e a r  c o u rs e  i n  
two an d  o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  a t  t h e  ex p en se  o f  h i s  h e a l t h  w h ich  h ad  a lw ay s
86
M inutes o f  A p r il  3> 1885# "Minutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
A u stin  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  o f  A m erica,
1 86 8 -1 8 8 7 ,"  253 - 5 5 .
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“been p r e c a r i o u s .  B e in g  o f  a  s e n s i t i v e  an d  r e t i r i n g  n a t u r e ,  he  d id  n o t  
make f r i e n d s  e a s i l y  w i th  t h e  ro u g h e r  ty p e  o f  f r o n t i e r  y o u th .
A f t e r  le a v in g  Salem  he ta u g h t  i n  Newton C o u n ty , M is s i s s i p p i  f o r  
a s h o r t  t im e .  He th e n  w ent t o  H anover C o lle g e ,  H anover, I n d ia n a  w here 
he re m a in e d  f o r  a b o u t s i x  m o n th s . T h is  was h i s  o n ly  fo rm a l c o l le g e  
t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  he h ad  a f i n e  i n t e l l e c t '  t h a t  e n a b le d  him  t o  make th e  m ost 
o f  a v a i l a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  I n  1853  he b eg an  s tu d y in g  u n d e r  t h e  R ev. 
Mr. Jo h n  Morrow o f  Colum bus, M is s i s s i p p i ,  a  m i n i s t e r  o f  some w e a l th .
On t h e  c o m p le tio n  o f  h i s  t r a i n i n g  he  was l i c e n s e d  t o  p r e a c h  a t  th e  age  
o f  tw e n ty - f o u r  b y  t h e  Tom bigbee P r e s b y te r y  i n  1 8 5 8 . He th e n  s e rv e d  i n  
s e v e r a l  s m a l l  c h u rc h e s  i n  Newton C oun ty , M is s i s s i p p i  w here he m et an d  
m a r r ie d  M iss A nn ie  P . B radshaw .
I n  l85^t- t h e  new p r e s b y te r y  o f  E a s t  M is s i s s i p p i  o r d a in e d  h im . 
H aving no o f f i c i a l  p a s t o r a l  c h a rg e , he s e r v e d  a  c h u rc h  in  J a c k s o n , 
L o u is ia n a  f o r  a  t im e .  I n  i 860  he w ent a s  a  c o m m iss io n e r t o  t h e  O ld 
S c h o o l G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m e e tin g  h e ld  i n  R o c h e s te r ,  New Y ork .
When t h e  C i v i l  War b ro k e  o u t  he  u n h e s i t a t i n g l y  an n o u n ced  h i s  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  s e c e s s io n .  D uring  th o s e  s to rm y  days he  s e rv e d  s e v e r a l  
s m a l l  c h u rc h e s  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  McRae was p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  s e c e s s io n  c o n ­
v e n t io n  i n  L o u is ia n a  an d  was d ism ayed  a t  t h e  a c t i o n  ta k e n .
A c c e p tin g  a  c a l l  from  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  P o r t  L av aca , 
T e x a s , he t r a v e l e d  t h e r e  a n d  assum ed  th e  p a s t o r a l  c h a r g e . T h e r e
®^C. G. B i s s e l l ,  " H is to r y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch ,
USA, o f  A u s t in ,  T e x a s ,"  (H a n d w ritte n  MS), 33-35* ( P r o p e r ty  o f  th e  
F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , ^200 J a c k s o n  A venue, A u s t in ,  T e x a s .)
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McRae showed c o n s id e r a b le  v a c i l l a t i o n  i n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  P b r 
I n s t a n c e ,  a s  p a s t o r  o f  th e  P o r t  L avaca C hurch , he was u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s ­
d i c t i o n  o f  th e  W est T exas P r e s b y te r y .  I n  A p r i l ,  l 8 6 l ,  a t  i t s  r e g u l a r l y  
c a l l e d  m e e tin g , t h a t  body  p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  s in c e  war 
h ad  b ro k e n  o u t b e tw een  t h e  s e c t i o n s ,  i t  w ou ld  b e  u n w ise  t o  s e n d  a  com­
m is s io n e r  t o . t h e  O ld S c h o o l G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m e e tin g .  The R ev. Mr.
Q Q
McRae d i s s e n t e d  an d  r e f u s e d  t o  s ig n  t h e  s ta t e m e n t .  When t h i s  c h u rc h  
c o u r t  h e a r d  o f  th e  S p r in g  r e s o l u t i o n ,  i t  drew up a n  in d ig n a n t  p r o t e s t  
re n o u n c in g  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  O ld S c h o o l d e n o m in a tio n . T h is  p ro n o u n c e ­
m ent a l r e a d y  c i t e d  was d r a f t e d  an d  s ig n e d  b y  a co m m ittee  w ith  McRae a s  
89i t s  c h a irm a n . T w e n ty - th re e  y e a rs  l a t e r  t h e  R ev . M r. McRae d e n ie d  
t h a t  he was e i t h e r  a member o f  th e  co m m ittee  o r  t h a t  h e  s ig n e d  th e
QQ
d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n .
I n  t h e  m ean tim e , he w orked d i l i g e n t l y  a s  a m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  P o r t  
L avaca C hurch , b u t  t h e  c o n fu s io n  o f  w ar com pounded h i s  d i f f i c u l t i e s . 
P o l i t i c a l  tu r m o i l  r e n t  h i s  c o n g r e g a t io n  a s u n d e r .  The p a s t o r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
p r e d i l e c t i o n s  w ere r e s p o n s ib l e ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  f o r  h i s  t r o u b l e s .
When T exas s e c e d e d , he h e ld  t r u e  t o  t h e  O ld S c h o o l P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch .
Q Q
M in u tes  o f  A p r i l  2 7 , l 8 6 l ,  "The P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  US 
a n d  USA, th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  W este rn  T exas M in u te s , I 86O -I87 I# "  1 6 3 *
89M in u te s  o f  J u l y  19 , l 8 6 l ,  i b i d . ,  1 6 8 .
9°Red, H is to r y  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  T exas, 1 0 9 .
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i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  W est T exas P r e s b y te r y  r e s o l u t i o n  w h ich  h e  h ad  s ig n e d .
91
H is d e c i s io n  d iv id e d  h i s  c h u rc h  m em b ersh ip .
F o rc e d  o u t  o f  th e  P o r t  Lavaca p u l p i t , he f l e d  t o  M exico f o r  a  
t im e .  R e a p p e a r in g  l a t e r  i n  New O r le a n s ,  he s e r v e d  a s  c h a p la in  t o  a  
N egro re g im e n t i n  th e  f e d e r a l  arm y . A f t e r  t h e  w ar he a t te m p te d  to  
r e t u r n  t o  th e  P o r t  L avaca c h u rc h , b u t  w h ile  h i s  o ld  c o n g re g a t io n  was 
w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  him b a c k , t h e  W est T exas P r e s b y te r y  was n o t .  H is 
in d ig n a n t  c o l le a g u e s  e r a s e d  h i s  name from  th e  r o l l  o f  P r e s b y te r y  
b e c a u se  he h ad  d e s e r t e d  h i s  p u l p i t  an d  jo in e d  th e  F e d e r a l s ;  H is name 
w ou ld  rem a in  s t r i c k e n  u n t i l  he ack now ledged  t h e  s i n f u l n e s s  o f  h i s  p a s t  
d e e d s . McRae, i n  t u r n ,  re n o u n c e d  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y ,  
d e c l a r in g  t h a t  i t  h ad  become w h o lly  " p o l i t i c a l "  i n  i t s  p o l i c y .
He th e n  t r a v e l e d  t o  A u s t in  w here  he becam e s e c r e t a r y  t o  E . M. 
P e a s e ,  a  p rew ar g o v e rn o r  o f  T e x a s . M r. P ease  l a t e r  became th e  f i r s t  
R e p u b lic a n  g o v e rn o r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  u n d e r  C o n g re s s io n a l  R e c o n s t r u c t io n .  
A lth o u g h  n o t a  member, McRae to o k  an  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  R e c o n s t ru c t io n  
C o n v en tio n  t h a t  fram e d  a  new c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  s t a t e .  The m i n i s t e r  
a l s o  becam e one o f  th e  m ost e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r te r s  o f  E . J .  D a v is , th e  
m ost h a te d  o f  t h e  R a d ic a l  R e p u b lic a n  c h i e f  e x e c u t iv e s
The m i n i s t e r  a s s o c i a t e d  h im s e lf  w i th  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  o f  A u s t in .  By D ecem ber, IB65 , t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  C e n t r a l  T ex a s ,
^ B i s s e l l ,  " H is to r y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , USA, i n  
A u s t in ,  T e x a s ,"  35*
9%led, H is to r y  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  T exas, 1 1 8 -1 9 •
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t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  o th e r s  com posing  th e  Synod o f  T ex a s , h ad  re n o u n c e d  
th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  O ld S c h o o l G e n e ra l A ssem bly , U .S .A .,  an d  d e c la r e d  
i t s  a l l e g i a n c e  to  t h e  new ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  U .S . G e n e ra l A ssem bly . L a rg e ly  
th ro u g h  M cR ae's in f l u e n c e ,  how ever, i n  J a n u a ry ,  18 6 6 , a  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  
c o n g re g a t io n  o f  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  A u s t in  d r a f t e d  th e  f o l ­
lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n :
W hereas, t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  C e n t r a l  T exas d id  i n  l 86 l  s e p a ­
r a t e  fro m  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  
t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s : 
and
W hereas, T h is  c h u rc h  h a s  n e v e r  r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
o f  s a i d  P r e s b y te r y  s in c e  i t s  s e p a r a t i o n  from  th e  A ssem bly  (n o t  
h a v in g  b e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y ’e i t h e r  p a s t o r  o r  r u l i n g  e l d e r s )  o r  
any  o t h e r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t i o n  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  t h e  
S o u th e rn  G e n e ra l A ssem bly
T h e re fo re
R e so lv e d  1 . T h a t w e, t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  A u s t in  
C i ty ,  T exas i n  c o n g re g a t io n  a s se m b le d , do d i s c la im  a l l  c o n n e c ­
t i o n  w i th  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  C e n t r a l  T e x a s .
R e so lv e d  2 . T h a t we f a v o r  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  o u r  fo rm e r 
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  a s  soon  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  an d
R e so lv e d  3 • T h a t i n  t h e  m eantim e we p u t  o u r s e lv e s  u n d e r  
th e  c a r e  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  D om estic  T r u s te e s  a t  P h i l a d e lp h i a ,  
an d  th e  s e s s io n  i s  h e re b y  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  s o l i c i t  a i d  from  s a i d  
B oard  f o r  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  m i n i s t e r ,  R ev . T haddeus McRae, 
now u n a n im o u s ly  ch o sen  p a s t o r  o f  t h i s  c h u rc h  a n d  th e  s e s s i o n  
i s  a u th o r i z e d  t o  n o t i f y  him  o f  h i s  e l e c t i o n . 93
A lth o u g h  n e v e r  s e r v in g  o f f i c i a l l y  a s  p a s t o r ,  McRae s u p p l ie d  t h e  
p u l p i t  o f  t h e  A u s t in  C hurch from  Ju n e  27 , 18 6 6 ,  t o  O c to b e r 31* 1 8 6 9 . 
W h ile  m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  t h i s  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  he was one o f  t h e  t h r e e  men who 
o rg a n iz e d  th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  t h a t  p e r p e t u a t e d  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f
^ M i n u t e s  o f  January 2 7 , 1866 , "M inutes o f  th e  S e s s io n  o f  th e
F i r s t  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, in  A u s t in , T exas, 1851- 1886 ,"  5 1 -5 2 . In
church p ap ers ( F ir s t  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, A u s t in , T e x a s ) .
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t h e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  T e x a s . ^  N o th in g  i s  known o f  h i s  
l a t e r  c a r e e r  sa v e  t h a t  he l e f t  t h e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e .
A se c o n d  man, Edw ard B. W rig h t a b o u t whose v iew s on th e  C i v i l  
War t h e r e  c o u ld  b e  no d o u b t, was a l s o  c o n n e c te d  w i th  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch  o f  A u s t in .  The e l d e s t  o f  th e  t h r e e  so n s  o f  M r. an d  M rs. 
S i l a s  B. W rig h t , he was b o rn  i n  H udson, Ohio on May 1 1 , 1 8 3 8 . H is 
f a t h e r ,  who was a p r o f e s s o r  a t  W este rn  R e se rv e  U n iv e r s i t y ,  d ie d  when 
Edw ard was o n ly  s i x  y e a r s  o l d .  As a  c h i l d  he f le w  i n t o  su c h  u n c o n t r o l ­
l a b l e  te m p e r  ta n tru m s  t h a t  h i s  m o th e r w arned  him  t h a t  i f  he d id  n o t  
c o n t r o l  h i s  f i e r y  d i s p o s i t i o n  he  w ou ld  c e r t a i n l y  en d  up  on t h e  g a l lo w s .
He s p e n t  much o f  h i s  y o u th  w i th  an  a u n t an d  u n c le  in  D e t r o i t .  
E n r o l l in g  a s  a  s tu d e n t  i n  W este rn  R ese rv e  U n iv e r s i t y ,  he a t te m p te d  to  
d e f r a y  h i s  e x p e n se s  b y  w ork ing  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v is io n  o f  G eorge B.
M eade, l a t e r  t h e  U nion h e ro  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  G e tty s b u rg ,  on th e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s  Lake S u rv e y . Then he b eg an  h i s  s tu d y  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  a t  U nion 
T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  in  New York C i ty .
H is s t u d i e s  w ere  i n t e r r u p t e d  b y  th e  o u tb r e a k  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W ar.
An a r d e n t  U n io n is t ,  he e n l i s t e d  a s  a  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  B a t t e r y  B .,  F i r s t  
M ich ig an  L ig h t  A r t i l l e r y .  I n  a  b a t t l e  i n  n o r th  G eo rg ia  i p  1862 he h ad  
h i s  r i g h t  s h o u ld e r  s h o t  p a r t i a l l y  away b y  C o n fe d e ra te  b u l l e t s . He 
r e c o v e re d  fro m  h i s  f e a r f u l  wound an d  s e r v e d  t h e  re m a in d e r  o f  t h e  w ar 
w i th  t h e  F e d e r a l  arm y. O b ta in in g  a c a p t a i n 's  com m issio n , he  accom pan ied  
G e n e ra l Sherm an in  h i s  fam ous m arch  t o  th e  s e a .
^ B i s s e l l ,  " H isto ry  o f  th e  F i r s t  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, USA o f
A u s t in , T exas,"  35*
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A f te r  t h e  w ar he  c o m p le te d  h i s  s t u d i e s  a t  U n ion  T h e o lo g ic a l  
S em in ary , an d  on  S ep tem ber 2 8 , 1868 was o r d a in e d  i n t o  th e  m i n i s t r y .  He 
a c c e p te d  th e  p a s t o r a t e  a t  a s m a l l  c h u rc h  i n  S t i l l w a t e r ,  M in n e so ta , 
w here he l a b o r e d  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  a ssu m in g  p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s  i n  t h e  
F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  A u s t in  i n  November, 1 8 7 2 . T h ere  was c o n ­
s i d e r a b l e  f e e l i n g  a b o u t a  f e d e r a l  o f f i c e r  o c c u p y in g  a  p u l p i t  i n  th e  
c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  a  fo rm e r  C o n fe d e ra te  s t a t e .  H is s e n s e  o f  humor demon­
s t r a t e d  i t s e l f  when he ch o se  a s  t h e  t e x t  o f  h i s  f i r s t  serm on, A c ts  
1 7 :6 ,  ’’Those t h a t  h ave  t u r n e d  t h e  w o rld  u p s id e  down have come t h i t h e r  
a l s o . "
On M arch 5 ,  1878 , he m a r r ie d  E v e ly n  H u n te r  B e l l .  T hey  h ad  tw o 
d a u g h te r s . A f t e r  a  home f o r  C o n fe d e ra te  v e te r a n s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  
A u s t in ,  W rig h t p re a c h e d  t h e r e  e v e ry  Sunday a f t e r n o o n .  H aving g r e a t  
t a c t ,  a  k een  s e n s e  o f  hum or, and  a  lo v a b le  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  he so o n  
e n d e a re d  h im s e lf  t o  t h e  men i n  g r a y .  To show t h e i r  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  him  
th e y  u n a n im o u s ly  e l e c t e d  him  a n  h o n o ra ry  member o f  t h e  Jo h n  B. Hood 
Camp o f  C o n fe d e ra te  V e te r a n s .  T h is  h o n o r was u n iq u e .  As f a r  a s  i s  
known, no o th e r  U nion o f f i c e r  was so  h o n o re d .
D u rin g  th e  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  h i s  p a s t o r a t e  t o  th e  l i t t l e  c h u rc h , 
i t s  70 members grew  to  a c o n g re g a t io n  o f  o v e r  hOO. H is f i e r y  te m p er 
re m a in e d  w i th  h im , b u t  he t r iu m p h a n t ly  su b d u ed  i t  th r o u g h  f o r c e  o f  w i l l  
p o w er. The R ev . M r. W rig h t v i s i t e d  e v e ry  f a m i ly  i n  h i s  c o n g re g a t io n  
r e g u l a r l y  s e v e r a l  t im e s  a  y e a r .  On th e s e  o c c a s io n s ,  h e e d le s s  o f  how 
h i s  h o s t s  m ig h t t r y  t o  a v o id  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  he a lw ay s b ro u g h t r e l i g i o n  
in t o  t h e  c o n v e r s a t io n .  As an  exam ple o f  h i s  n a t u r a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n ,  he
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made i t  a  p o i n t  t o  w r i t e  a  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r  o f  g r e e t in g  t o  e v e ry  new 
m i n i s t e r  who to o k  up a  s t a t i o n  u n d e r  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .
The A u s t in  p a s t o r  n e v e r  l o s t  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  a s k  a  m e sse n g e r 
boy  t o  w hat Sunday S c h o o l he  b e lo n g e d . He k e p t  an  eye o u t  f o r  new 
r e c r u i t s  f o r  t h e  g o s p e l  m i n i s t r y .  Many a s t a r t l e d  b o y  r e c a l l e d  how th e  
beam ing m i n i s t e r  p la c e d  h i s  h an d  on  th e  b o y 's  h e a d  an d  a s k e d , "You a r e  
g o in g  t o  be  a p r e a c h e r  a r e  you n o t" ?
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  h i s  own c h u rc h , he t i r e l e s s l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  h im s e l f  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and  w e l f a r e  o f  A u s t in  i t s e l f .
B ecau se  o f  h i s  s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  th e  com m unity c a l l e d  him  " e v e ry ­
b o d y 's  p a s t o r . "  One A u s t in  l a b o r e r  s a id ,  " I  d o n 't  b e l i e v e  much i n  God 
b u t I  b e l i e v e  a  w hole l o t  i n  D r. W r ig h t ."
H is a c t i v i t i e s  r e a c h e d  o u t  t o  t h e  S a lv a t io n  Army, t h e  S t a t e  
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  B lin d ,  an d  The T rad es  C o u n c il  o f  W o rk e rs . I n  p a r t i c u ­
l a r ,  he to o k  a  l i v e l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  The U n iv e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s . 
F o r a  tim e  he  c o n d u c te d  B ib le  c l a s s e s  in  tw o o f  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  h o u s e s .
A member o f  t h e  Ohio C h a p te r  i f  P h i B eta  K appa, he was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
h e lp in g  t o  b r in g  t h i s  o r g a n iz a t i o n  t o  A u s t in ,  and  was made an  h o n o ra ry
T
member i n  The U n iv e r s i t y  o f  T exas c h a p te r .
On A p r i l  5 , 1908 , he an nounced  h i s  d e te r m in a t io n  t o  r e t i r e  f i v e  
w eeks l a t e r  on h i s  b i r t h d a y .  S e v e n ty  y e a r s  o l d  a t  t h a t  t im e ,  he gave 
h i s  ad v an c ed  ag e  a s  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  d e c i s i o n .  The c h u rc h  h o n o re d  him  
by c o n f e r r in g  on him t h e  t i t l e  o f  " P a s to r  E m e r i tu s ,"  a  t i t l e  he r e t a i n e d  
u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  on J a n u a ry  4 ,  191^-. As r e q u e s te d ,  he  was b u r i e d  i n
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A u s t in  i n  t h e  Oakwood C em etery  a t  th e  f e e t  o f  D r. D a n ie l  B a k e r , one o f  
t h e  g r e a t  p io n e e r  p r e a c h e r s  o f  T exas a n d  an  i d o l  o f  D r. Wright.95
From o th e r  b io g r a p h ie s  a v a i l a b l e ,  th e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  t h a t  an y  
U .S .A . m i n i s t e r  g ave  a i d  o r  co m fo rt t o  t h e  C o n fe d e ra c y . P r o - U n io n is t s  
n a t u r a l l y  e q u a te d  th e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  w i th  t h e  U nion  th e y  
c h e r i s h e d .
A n o th e r  m easu re  o f  th e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  " n o r th e r n n e s s "  o f  th e  
n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i s  th e  num ber o f  U .S .A . p r e a c h e r s  who w ere 
b o rn  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y . A lth o u g h  no s i n g l e  w ork c o n t a i n ­
in g  th e  b io g r a p h ie s  o f  a l l  U .S .A . m i n i s t e r s  has  b e e n  c o m p ile d , th ro u g h  
s c a t t e r e d  s o u rc e s  t h e  l i v e s  o f  s i x t e e n  o f  th e s e  men o f  God i n  t h e  Synod 
o f  T ex as, U .S .A .,  h ave  b e e n  d is c o v e r e d .  They r e v e a l  t h a t  f i f t e e n  o f  
them  w ere b o rn  and  r e a r e d  i n  th e  N o rth . A f te r  a t t e n d in g  n o r th e r n  se m i­
n a r i e s ,  th e y  w ere s e n t  b y  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  i n t o  th e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e .  
The one e x c e p t io n  was t h e  R ev. M r. T haddeus McRae, who was b o rn  i n  
S o u th  C a r o l in a ,  r a i s e d  in  t h e  S o u th , an d  r e c e iv e d  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  t r a i n ­
in g  t h e r e .  A l l  th e  o t h e r s ,  sa v e  p e rh a p s  f o r  b r i e f  v i s i t s ,  n e v e r  s e t  
f o o t  i n  T exas u n t i l  t h e y  w ere o r d a in e d  a n d  a c c e p te d  th e  c a l l  t o  e v a n ­
g e l i z e  t h i s  f i e l d .
A sid e  from  t h e s e  s i x t e e n  p r e l a t e s ,  one o t h e r  m i n i s t e r  e n r o l l e d  
i n  th e  T ex as  Synod, U .S .A .,  was among t h e  t h r e e  fo u n d e r s  o f  t h e  A u s t in  
P r e s b y te r y  i n  1868 . I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  a n g l i c i z e d  name th e  R ev . M r. H enry
95 i b i d . ,  14 , 3 6 -3 8 ; J* 0 .  B r a d f i e ld ,  e t  a l . ,  (Edw ard W r ig h t) ,  
1 -2 0 .  I n  " A u to b io g ra p h ie s  a n d  B io g ra p h ie s  o f  USA a n d  C .P . M i n i s t e r s , "  
( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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P . Young was "born I n  Germany, an d  upon  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  T exas b e f o r e  t h e  
C i v i l  W ar, c o n c e n t r a te d  upon e v a n g e l iz in g  among t h e  Germans in  T e x a s . 
A lth o u g h  h i s  v ie w s  on th e  C i v i l  War w ere n o t i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  s u r v iv in g  
r e c o r d s ,  th e  Germans i n  T exas a s  a  w hole w ere p r e d o m in a n tly  a n t i ­
s e c e s s i o n i s t  .
T h ere  was th e n  some b a s i s  f o r  c a l l i n g  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  
th e  " n o r th e rn "  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , b u t  i t  h a d  j u s t  a s  much r i g h t  t o  
e v a n g e l iz e  i n  t h e  S o u th  a s  a n y  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  body  from  n o r th  o r  
s o u th  o f  th e  M ason-D ixon L in e .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h e  n o r th e r n  b ack g ro u n d  
and  p r e d i l e c t i o n s  o f  many o f  i t s  p a s t o r s  e x p la in  i n  p a r t  why t h i s  
c h u rc h  h ad  a n  u p h i l l  s t r u g g l e  i n  T e x a s .
To a v o id  c o n f l i c t  w i th  t h e  s o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , t h e  
A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  d e v e lo p e d  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  fo u n d in g  c h u rc h e s  i n  r u r a l  
a r e a s  o f  th e  s t a t e  w here no U .S . h o u ses  o f  w o rsh ip  w ere t o  be  fo u n d , o r  
o f  m oving in to  l a r g e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  w here t h e r e  was room f o r  b o th  
d e n o m in a tio n s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u r c h . i n  1876  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem ­
b ly  l i s t e d  c h u rc h e s  fo u n d e d  i n  su c h  o b s c u re  h a m le ts  a s  D e c a tu r ,  A u ro ra , 
and  C am bridge. A lso  i n d i v i d u a l  m i n i s t e r s  w ere c i t e d  a s  h a v in g  th e  
o v e r s ig h t  o f  num erous h o u se s  o f  w o rs h ip .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  R ev. M r. 
B r a in e r d  T . M c C le lla n d  was i n  c h a rg e  o f  c h u rc h e s  i n  Brownwood, A d o ra , 
G a lv e s to n , G eorgetow n, L aw rence , D a l l a s ,  S t .  J o e ,  J a c k s b o ro ,  an d
9 M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r 2k ,  1885 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , 1 8 7 8 -1 9 0 0 ,"  
195* I n  m a n u s c r ip t  c o l l e c t i o n  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San 
A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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M c K in n e y .^  From t h e  e v id e n c e  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  many o f  t h e s e  f r o n t i e r  
m i n i s t e r s  h ad  t o  sp e n d  much o f  t h e i r  t im e  r i d i n g  c i r c u i t .
P r e s b y te r y  r e c o r d s  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d  w ere u n u s u a l ly  b a r r e n  o f  
v i t a l  o r  i n t e r e s t i n g  in f o r m a t io n .  D u rin g  1869 - 1878 , due t o  t h e  g r e a t  
d i s t a n c e s  s e p a r a t in g  m i n i s t e r s  an d  th e  p o o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  
a v a i l a b l e ,  a t te n d a n c e  a t  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  p r e s b y te r y  was v e ry  i r r e g u l a r .  
A t many s c h e d u le d  m e e tin g s  t h e  A u s t in  body  was c o m p e lle d  t o  a d jo u rn  f o r  
la c k  o f  a quorum . When a w o rk in g  number o f  c le rg y m en  w ere p r e s e n t ,  
th e s e  m i n i s t e r s  t r a n s a c t e d  l i t t l e  b u s in e s s  o f  im p o r ta n c e . The r e c o rd s  
do d e m o n s tra te  t h a t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  d e d ic a te d  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  w ork o f  th e  
p r e s b y t e r i e s  p r o g r e s s e d  s lo w ly .  Y et many new m i n i s t e r s  w ere e n r o l l e d  
t o  la b o r  i n  t h i s  m is s io n a r y  f i e l d ,  and  a  num ber o f  c h u rc h e s  w ere 
fo u n d e d .
A t i t s  s p r in g  m e e tin g  i n  1873 in  A u s t in ,  t h e  c h u rc h  c o u r t  a s k e d  
t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  to  t r a n s f e r  i t  from  t h e  Synod o f  T e n n e sse e  t o  th e  
Synod o f  K ansas u n t i l  su c h  t im e  a s  a  synod  c o u ld  b e  o rg a n iz e d  i n  T e x a s . 
The r e a s o n s  g iv e n  w ere th e  g r e a t  d i s ta n c e  b e tw een  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  
an d  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  T e n n e sse e  Synod a n d  th e  t im e  and  ex p e n se  t o  
a t t e n d  t h e  m e e t in g s .  T hese  f a c t o r s ,  i t  was p o in t e d  o u t ,  h ad  h i t h e r t o  
p r e v e n te d  an y  member o f  t h e  T exas j u d i c a t o r y  from  a t t e n d in g  a  m e e tin g  
o f  th e  T e n n e sse e  c o u r t .  I n  f a c t ,  up t o  t h a t  t im e ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  no 
o f f i c i a l  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  b e tw ee n  th e  tw o b o d i e s . M oreover a  new
97■ ^ 'S t a t i s t i c a l  R eco rd s  and  P r e s b y te r y  R o l l s ,  M in u tes  o f  th e  Gen-  
e r a l  A ssem bly  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, New S e r . ,  V o l. IV
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r a i l r o a d  r e c e n t l y  c o n n e c t in g  T exas a n d  K ansas th r o u g h  t h e  I n d ia n  T e r r i ­
t o r y  w ou ld  make i t  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  t o  a t t e n d  th e  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  K ansas 
S yn o d .9® T h is  r e q u e s t  was g r a n te d  h y  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a t  i t s  
a n n u a l m e e tin g  i n  May, 1873*99
W hile  t h e s e  e v e n ts  w ere t r a n s p i r i n g ,  A m erican  th e o lo g ia n s  w ere 
a g i t a t e d  o v e r  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  e v o lu t io n  an d  i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  s c r i p ­
t u r e s  an d  th e  h ig h e r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  B ih l e .  T h ere  i s  no h i n t  i n  th e  
r e c o rd s  t h a t  th e  p r e l a t e s  i n  th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  w ere  aw are o f  th e s e  
c u r r e n t s  i n  A m erican  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e .  T h is ,  how ever, n e e d  n o t  be a m a t­
t e r  o f  s u r p r i s e .  E v a n g e l i s t s  c i r c u i t - r i d i n g  from  tw e lv e  t o  s i x t e e n  
h o u rs  a d ay  and  h o ld in g  in n u m e ra b le  p r a y e r  m e e tin g s  a n d  c h u rc h  s e r v ic e s  
w ould  h a r d ly  b e w ild e r  t h e i r  r u r a l  com m unicants b y  in t r o d u c in g  su c h  
to p i c s  i n t o  t h e i r  se rm o n s . The few  s u r v iv in g  serm ons from  t h i s  p e r io d  
d e a l  w i th  t r a d i t i o n a l  th e m e s .
Im p o r ta n t s o c i a l  m ovem ents w ere  sw eep in g  th e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e  
d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d ,  and  momentous econom ic e v e n ts  w ere  t a k in g  p l a c e ,  
b u t  t h e r e  i s  no e x t a n t  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  on th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , U .S .A . The 1 8 7 0 's  was a  p e r io d  o f  a c u te  econom ic 
d i s t r e s s  f o r  th e  f a r m e r s ,  an d  th e  a g r a r i a n  u n r e s t  so  e v id e n t  i n  o th e r  
s e c t io n s  o f  th e  n a t io n  h ad  i t s  c o u n te r p a r t  i n  T e x a s . T h e re  w ere  s t r o n g
9®Minutes o f  March 2 8 , 1873* "Minutes o f  th e P resb ytery  o f  
A ustin  o f  th e  P resb y teria n  Church in  th e  USA, 1 8 6 8 -1 8 8 7 ,"  2 3 -2 ^ .
99M inu tes o f  May 2 b ,  1873j M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  V o l. I I  ( l8 7 3 ) j  5^5*
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G ran g er an d  G reenback  m ovem ents in  t h e  1 8 7 0 's and  l 8 8 0 's .  In d e e d , t h e  
G reenback  P a r ty  jo in e d  w i th  th e  R e p u b lic a n s  an d  f o r  a tim e  t h r e a t e n e d  
th e  D em o cra tic  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  However, w i th  t h e  g ro w in g  p r o s ­
p e r i t y  o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 ’ s  fa rm e r  d i s c o n te n t  a b a te d .
S in c e  many o f  t h e s e  new ly  fo u n d e d  c o n g re g a t io n s  l a y  i n  rem o te  
r u r a l  a r e a s ,  th e  m i n i s t e r s  b r in g in g  s p i r i t u a l  fo o d  t o  t h e i r  f l o c k s  m ust 
have b e e n  c o g n iz a n t  o f  t h e  econom ic b l i g h t  im p o v e r is h in g  t h e i r  communi­
c a n ts  . Not o n ly  i s  t h e r e  no s ta te m e n t  o f  sym pathy  o r  c o n c e rn  f o r  t h e s e  
d i s t r e s s e d  husbandm en, t h e r e  i s  no h i n t  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  t h a t  t h e  c l e r i c s  
w ere aw are  o f  th e s e  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h ere  w ere c o m p la in ts  a b o u t t h e  p a u ­
c i t y  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  an d  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  th e  b o a rd s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l Assem ­
b l y  make up d e f i c i t s  i n  m i n i s t e r s '  s a l a r i e s ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  a s  c lo s e  a s  
th e  o f f i c i a l  p ro c e e d in g s  come t o  ack n o w led g in g  e v e n ts  t r a n s p i r i n g  a b o u t 
th em .
T h is  was a l s o  th e  p e r io d  o f  t h e  o p e n -ra n g e  c a t t l e  kingdom  an d  
th e  lo n g  d r iv e s  t o  K ansas o r  M is s o u r i  r a i l h e a d s .  O i l  w e l l s  w ere d r i l l e d  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  t h e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e  an d  r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t io n  
a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War was r a p i d ,  b u t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  m a t te r s  t h e  c h u rc h  
r e c o r d s  s a y  n o th in g .  W hile  one w ou ld  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  l i t t l e  d i s c u s s io n  
o f  su ch  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  m in u te s  o f  th e  p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  t h e r e  a p p e a rs  l e s s  
J u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  o m is s io n  o f  a l l  m e n tio n  o f  a g r a r i a n  d i s c o n te n t  o f  t h e  
p e r io d .
■ ^^R upert N. R ic h a rd so n , T exas th e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e ,  2nd e d . 
(E nglew ood C l i f f s ,  N . J . :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  I n c . ,  1 9 5 8 .
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At an y  r a t e ,  t h e  c h u rc h  grew  s lo w ly  d u r in g  t h e s e  y e a r s . As a  
co n se q u e n c e , i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1877 , t h e  p r e s b y te r y  drew up a r e s o l u t i o n  
r e q u e s t in g  th e  Synod o f  K ansas t o  a s k  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  t o  r e c o n s t i ­
t u t e  t h e  A u s tin  j u d i c a t o r y  a s  t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s , com posed o f  t h e  P r e s ­
b y t e r i e s  o f  A u s t in ,  T r i n i t y ,  an d  N o rth  T e x a s . The r e a s o n s  g iv e n  w ere 
th e  ex p en se  an d  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  a t t e n d i n g  th e  m e e tin g s  o f  t h e  K ansas 
Synod and  th e  s u f f i c i e n t  in c r e a s e  o f  c h u rc h e s  and  m i n i s t e r s  i n  T exas t o  
a u t h o r i z e  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s y n o d ic a l  a s s e m b ly .1^ 1 I n  t h e  s p r in g  
o f  1878  th e  S t a t e d  C le rk  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he had  
r e c e iv e d  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  Synod o f  K ansas h ad  d iv id e d ,  a s  r e q u e s te d ,  t h e  
P r e s b y te r y  o f  A u s t in  i n t o  t h r e e  p r e s b y t e r i e s . Upon m o tio n  o f  t h e  K ansas 
Synod, th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  Synod o f  T exas o f  th e  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A ., o v e r  t h e s e  t h r e e  c h u rc h  c o u r t s .
D uring  t h e  decade  from  1868 t o  1878  i n  w h ich  i t  was t h e  s o le  
g o v e rn m e n ta l a g e n c y  r e p r e s e n t in g  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  in  T exas th e  
A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  e x p e r ie n c e d  a  m odest g ro w th . I n  1868 i t  c o n ta in e d  
o n ly  t h r e e  m i n i s t e r s  and  t h r e e  c h u rc h e s ;  w h e re a s , i n  1878  i t  l i s t e d  
n in e  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  e ig h t  c h u rc h e s  w i th  425 co m m u n ican ts . T hese  425 
c h u rc h  members c o n t r i b u t e d  f o r  t h e  y e a r  f o r  a l l  p u rp o s e s  $6, 719,  w h ich
^■'"M inutes o f  S ep tem b er 2 8 , 1877, "M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
A u s t in  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  t h e  USA, 1 8 6 8 -1 8 8 7 ,"  7 7 -7 8 .
^ T flin h te s  o f  May 2 4 , 1878 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f  •
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  V o l. IV ( 1878 ) ,  57«
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a v e ra g e s  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  t e n  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  f o r  e a c h  com m unican t.103 An 
a n n u a l c h u rc h  re v e n u e  o f  $6 ,7 1 9  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  enough t o  p a y  th e  
s a l a r i e s  o f  n in e  c le rg y m e n . I t  was e v id e n t  t h a t  th e  h o a rd s  o f  th e  
U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  I n v e s te d  f a r  more i n  t h e  m is s io n a ry  f i e l d  o f  
Texas th a n  th e  d en o m in a tio n  was a b le  t o  c o l l e c t .  In d e e d , T exas was t o  
p ro v e  a f i n a n c i a l  l i a b i l i t y  to  th e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  th ro u g h o u t t h e  e n t i r e  
p e r io d  o f  t h i s  s tu d y .
^ S t a t i s t i c a l  R eco rds and  P r e s b y te r y  R o l l s ,  M inu tes o f  th e  
G e n e ra l A ssem bly o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  
A m erica from  A. D. 1865 t o  A. D. 1869 , A9 5 .
^ ^ S t a t i s t i c a l  R ecords and P re s b y te ry  R o lls ,  i b i d . ,  367 .
CHAPTER I I
THE HISTORY OF THE U .S .A . PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN TEXAS AND LOUISIANA, I 8 7 8 - I 906
Many o f  t h e  p ro b lem s f a c e d  b y  t h e  Synod o f  T exas fro m  1878  t o  
1906  w ere s i m i l a r  t o  th o s e  c o n f ro n te d  b y  c h u rc h e s  i n  g e n e r a l  i n  o th e r  
f r o n t i e r  r e g io n s  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  The l i v e s  o f  th e  U .S .A . m in is ­
t e r s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  T exas d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s .
B r i e f  b io g r a p h ie s  w i l l  b e  g iv e n  o f  two o f  th e  m ore c o l o r f u l  U .S .A . 
m i n i s t e r s  l i v i n g  i n  T exas d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  T h ese  men m ig h t o r  m ig h t 
n o t  b e  t y p i c a l  o f  th e  T exas P r e s b y te r i a n  d iv in e s  o f  t h e i r  d ay .
The f i r s t  was W illia m  B. B lo y s , known a s  t h e  "Cowboy P r e a c h e r ,"  
" F a th e r  o f  t h e  H i l l s , "  a n d  "A f r i e n d  t o  e v e r y o n e ." 1 A lth o u g h  b o rn  on 
J a n u a ry  2 6 , 1847 , a t  M cL e m o re sv ille , T e n n e ss e e , he e v i d e n t ly  s p e n t  m ost 
o f  h i s  boyhood i n  I l l i n o i s .  S tu d io u s  an d  a m b it io u s ,  he b eg an  w ork ing  
h i s  way th ro u g h  s c h o o l even  a s  a b o y .
W hile a  s tu d e n t  i n  a n  I l l i n o i s  academ y he m et D r. an d  M rs. War­
r e n ,  r e tu r n e d  m i s s io n a r i e s  from  I n d i a .  U nder t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  he  was
■^Minnie G a r n e t t ,  "The F o r t y - F i f t h  A n n iv e r s a r y 'o f  t h e  P r e s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch  a t  A lp in e ,"  1 ? 4 . I n  " H i s t o r i e s  o f  C um berland  a n d  USA 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rc h e s ."  I n  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , 
T e x a s ) ;  A n o n ., " S k e tc h  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  D r . W. B . B lp y s ."  I n  " A u to b io g ra ­
p h ie s  an d  B io g ra p h ie s  o f  USA and  C .P . M i n i s t e r s , "  1^3* I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  
( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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i n s p i r e d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  an d  p r e p a r e  h im s e l f  f o r  a f o r e ig n  m is ­
s io n  f i e l d  t y  ■working h i s  way th r o u g h  c o l l e g e  a n d  Lane T h e o lo g ic a l  
S em in ary  i n  O h io . H owever, h i s  y e a r s  o f  t o i l  a n d  p r i v a t i o n  h ad  so  
u n d e rm in ed  h i s  h e a l t h ,  t h a t  when he c o m p le te d  h i s  s t u d i e s ,  he was 
u n a b le  t o  engage  i n  f o r e ig n  m is s io n a r y  l a b o r s .  He th e n  v o lu n te e r e d  f o r  
home m is s io n a r y  w ork .
B loys beg an  h i s  m i n i s t r y  b y  f i l l i n g  t h e  p u l p i t  o f  a  s m a l l  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C hurch  i n  Colem an, T exas i n  1879* H is f i r s t  c h u rc h  s e r v ic e s  
w ere  h e ld  i n  a  room o v e r  a  row dy s a lo o n ,  th e  o n ly  p la c e  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  
a  hou se  o f  w o rsh ip  was soon  e r e c t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c h u rc h  a t  
C olem an, he s u p p l ie d  c h u rc h e s  i n  Brownwood and  o t h e r  n o r th w e s t  T exas 
to w n s .
One ev en in g  i n  I 887  a f t e r  m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  some f r i e n d s  i n  
R ey n o ld s  who w ere  a f f l i c t e d  w ith  m e a s le s ,  B loys h e ld  a  c h u rc h  s e r v i c e  
a n d  th e n  d ro v e  home f a c in g  a  c o ld  n o r th  w in d . He becam e c r i t i c a l l y  
i l l ,  and  he b a r e l y  e s c a p e d  pneu m o n ia . A f t e r  he  r e c o v e re d ,  a  d o c to r  
a d v is e d  B loys t h a t  he m ust move t o  a h ig h e r  a l t i t u d e  i f  h e  w ere t o  
e s c a p e  t u b e r c u l o s i s . C o n se q u e n tly , he gave  up h i s  work i n  Coleman i n  
1888 and moved t o  P o r t  D a v is . At t h a t  t im e  he  h ad  a w ife  and  f o u r  
s m a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  and  he f a c e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  w ould  h av e  d e f e a te d  a 
l e s s  d e te rm in e d  man.
B lo y s  soon o r g a n iz e d  a P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  F o r t  D av is  an d  
a l s o  s e rv e d  a s  c h a p la in  i n  t h e  n e a rb y  arm y p o s t . An i n d e f a t i g a b l e  
e v a n g e l i s t ,  he  o rg a n iz e d  c h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  n e a rb y  tow ns o f  A lp in e ,  M arfa , 
S h a f t e r ,  and  B alm orhea an d  p re a c h e d  a t  M ara th o n , S a n d e rso n , and
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V a le n t in e  w henever he c o u ld  make a r ra n g e m e n ts  f o r  a  s e r v i c e .  A t f i r s t ,  
D rv . B loys ro d e  h o r s e b a c k ,  o f t e n  i n  t h e  c o l d e s t  w e a th e r ,  a n d  o v e r  ro u g h  
m o u n ta in  r o a d s .  L a te r  he d rove a  team  o f  h o r s e s ,  an d  s t i l l  l a t e r ,  a 
F o rd  a u to m o b ile  w hich  was g iv e n  him  b y  a  f r i e n d .
I n  1889  some f r i e n d s  who l i v e d  on r a n c h e s  w e s t o f  F o r t  D av is 
met w i th  D r. B loys t o  p l a n  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  some c e n t r a l  p la c e  o f  
w o rsh ip  f o r  r a n c h  p e o p le  who l i v e d  to o  f a r  fro m  tow n t o  a t t e n d  c h u rc h . 
They s e l e c t e d  a s  th e  ren d ez v o u s  s i t e  S k illm a n  G rove, f o u r t e e n  m ile s  
from  F o r t  D a v is .  T h ere  D r . B loys h e ld  t h e  f i r s t  o f  th e  fam ous m e e tin g s  
u n d e r  a  f i n e ,  b ig  t r e e  w i th  o n ly  f o u r  o r  f i v e  c h u rc h  members p r e s e n t .
The m i n i s t e r  u s e d  an  A rb u c k le  c o f f e e  can  a s  a  p u l p i t .  S in c e  hymn books 
w ere m is s in g ,  he  h ad  t o  do m ost o f  t h e  s in g in g  h im s e l f .  Soon th e  fam e 
o f  t h i s  camp s i t e  s p r e a d ,  and  r a n c h e r s  on  h o rs e b a c k  and  f a m i l i e s  i n  c o v ­
e r e d  wagons came from  m i le s  a ro u n d . They e r e c t e d  a  b ru s h  a r b o r  f o r  t h e  
m e e t in g s .  Many farm  and  r a n c h  c h i l d r e n ,  ev en  th o s e  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e i r  
t e e n s  h ad  n e v e r  b e f o r e  a t te n d e d  a r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e .
D r. H enry  S . L i t t l e ,  S t a t e  S y n o d ic a l S u p e r in te n d e n t  f o r  Home 
M iss io n s  o f  t h e  U .S .A . Synod, came from  D en iso n , T ex a s , t o  h e lp  w i th  
th e  w o rk . D r . L a l ly  M i l l i c a n ,  a  p io n e e r  B a p t i s t  p r e a c h e r  a l s o  b eg an  t o  
c o o p e r a te .  Soon P r e s b y te r i a n s ,  B a p t i s t s ,  M e th o d is ts ,  and  C h r i s t i a n s  
w ere w ork ing  to g e t h e r  i n  one o f  t h e  m ost e f f e c t i v e  r e l i g i o u s  p ro g ram s 
i n  t h e  W est. T h ese  g ro u p s  fo rm ed  an  a s s o c i a t i o n  an d  b o u g h t a  s e c t i o n  
o f  l a n d  on w h ich  th e y  b u i l t  a  l a r g e  t a b e r n a c l e .  As th e  renow n o f  t h e  
camp m e e tin g s  g rew , th o u s a n d s  g a th e r e d ,  n o t  o n ly  from  a l l  p a r t s  o f  
T e x a s , b u t  fro m  o th e r  s t a t e s  a s  w e l l .
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As D r . B lo y s  grew o l d e r ,  he l i m i t e d  h im s e l f  t o  t h e  p o s t s  o f  
p a s t o r  i n  P o r t  D av is  and  A lp in e ,  g iv in g  e a c h  c h u rc h  tw o Sundays a  m o n th . 
A f t e r  h i s  d e a th  i n  M arch, 1 9 1 7 , D r. B lo y s ' s  f o l lo w e r s  e r e c t e d  a  b e a u t i ­
f u l  m a rb le  s h a f t  t o  h is  memory a t  th e  camp s i t e  an d  ch an g ed  th e  name o f
0
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t o  The B lo y s  Camp M ee tin g  A s s o c i a t i o n .
The R ev . M r. Henry S .  L i t t l e  was t h e  a s s o c i a t e  an d  f r i e n d  o f  
D r . B lo y s . A p o w e rfu l p r e a c h e r  w i th  h i s t r o n i c  a b i l i t i e s ,  he  had  a d i s ­
t i n c t i v e  ty p e  o f  s tr e n u o u s  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  im p re s s e d  a l l  w i th  whom he 
came i n  c o n t a c t .  A b o rn  s t o r y  t e l l e r ,  t r o o p s  o f  c h i l d r e n  f o l lo w e d  him 
a b o u t a s  i f  he  w ere  a  P ie d  P ip e r  t o  h e a r  h is  f a s c i n a t i n g  a n e c d o te s .
L i t t l e  was b o m  i n  C in c in n a t i ,  Ohio on  M arch 2 8 , 1837* H is 
f a t h e r  b e f o r e  him  s e rv e d  f o r  f i f t y  y e a r s  a s  home m is s io n a r y  i n  t h e  w ild s  
o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  now c o m p ris in g  th e  s t a t e s  o f  O h io , I n d ia n a ,  K en tu ck y , 
and  T e n n e ss e e . H is t h r e e  b r o th e r s  a l s o  e n t e r e d  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  He ch o se  
h i s  tw o w ives fro m  th e  homes o f  m i n i s t e r s ,  and  h i s  o n ly  so n  an d  tw o 
g ra n d so n s  a l s o  fo l lo w e d  t h e  p r o f e s s io n  o f  p a r s o n .
W orking h i s  way th r o u g h  s c h o o l  b y  h a rd  m an u a l l a b o r ,  H enry was
g r a d u a te d  from  W abash C o l le g e ,  C r a w f o r d s v i l le ,  I n d ia n a ,  i n  1863 , an d
c o m p le te d  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  a t  Lane S em in ary  in  C in c in n a t i ,  Ohio
i n  1 8 6 6 . He was o rd a in e d  a  P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r  on  A p r i l  1 1 , 1 8 6 6 .
L a te r  W abash C o lle g e  and  W ash in g to n  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  C o lle g e  c o n f e r r e d
upon him  th e  D o c to r  o f  D i v i n i t y  d e g r e e . His e a r l y  p a s t o r a t e s  w ere  i n
I n d ia n a ,  M ic h ig a n , and  M is s o u r i .  The c a l l  t o  T exas r e a c h e d  him  w h ile  
■I
^A non., "S k e tch  o f  th e  L ife  o f  W. B. B lo y s ,"  1-3*
he was m i n i s t e r  a t  C a ro n d e le t ,  M is s o u r i .  A t t h i s  t im e  h i s  " f e l lo w  
p r e s b y te r s "  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  e s te e m  f o r  him b y  d r a f t i n g  t h e  fo l lo w in g  
r e s o l u t i o n :
H aying l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  R ev . H enry  S . L i t t l e ,  t h e  p a s t o r  
o f  t h e  c h u rc h  a t  C a ro n d e le t ,  h as  b e e n  a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  B oard  
o f  Home M is s io n s ,  S y n o d ic a l  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  M is s io n s  f o r  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  T ex a s , we, h i s  b r e th r e n  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  a n d  h i s  
f e l l o w - P r e s b y te r s ,  c a n n o t p e rm it  o u r  B ro th e r  t o  le a v e  u s  w i th ­
o u t  some e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  h ig h  p la c e  he  h o ld s  i n  o u r  c o n f i ­
dence an d  a f f e c t i o n .  D u rin g  t h e  y e a r s  i n  w h ich  he h a s  b e e n  
a s s o c i a t e d  in  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  t h i s  c i t y ,  B ro th e r  H. S . L i t t l e  
has shown su c h  a  u n io n  o f  c o u ra g e  and  p ru d e n c e , z e a l  and  
m o d e ra te d  w isdom , a s  g iv e s  u s  a s s u r e d  p ro m ise  o f  a l l  h i s  
f u t u r e . . . .
And w h ile  we c a n n o t b u t  e x p re s s  o u r  so rro w  t h a t  we s h a l l  
so  r a r e l y  s e e  h i s  f a c e  i n  th e  com ing y e a r s ,  we m ust c o n fe s s  
o u r  g r a t i t u d e  t o  know t h a t  one so  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  b y  h i s t o r i c  
an d  f a m i ly  i n f l u e n c e ,  b y  m e n ta l  an d  s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s ,  s h o u ld  
have b e e n  c a l l e d  t o  lo o k  a f t e r  t h e  few  sh eep  i n  t h e  w i ld e rn e s s  
an d  t o  l a y  t h e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  h e r  c h u rc h e s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .
We r e j o i c e  t h a t  one dem anding so  l i t t l e  f o r  h im s e l f ,  so  
w i l l i n g  t o  s ta n d  b e h in d  t h e  c r o s s ,  so  c o u r te o u s  a n d  y e t  so  
f i r m ,  so  c h a r i t a b l e  an d  y e t  so  g i f t e d  w i th  common s e n s e ,  so  
e a r n e s t  i n  h i s  c o n v ic t io n  a n d  y e t  so  w i l l i n g  t o  l e a r n ,  so 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  an d  y e t  so  te m p e re d  b y  m o d esty  an d  p ru d e n c e , has  
b een  c a l l e d  b y  o u r  L o rd  an d  H is C hurch , t o  th e  g r e a t e r  w ork t o  
w h ich  he p u rp o s e s  t o  g iv e  t h e  re m a in d e r  o f  h i s  l i f e . 3
A p p o in te d  S y n o d ic a l  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  Home M is s io n s  b y  th e  
U .S .A . B oard  o f  Home M is s io n s ,  D r. L i t t l e  an d  h i s  f a m i ly  a r r i v e d  i n  
T exas i n  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1879* He e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  f a m i ly  i n  D en iso n , 
T exas w here e d u c a t io n a l  a d v a n ta g e s  w ere a v a i l a b l e  t o  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  
o c c u p ie d  t h e  p o s t  o f  s y n o d ic a l  s u p e r in te n d e n t  f o r  tw e n ty -s e v e n  y e a r s  
a n d  in  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  made h i s  name fam ous among T exas m i n i s t e r s .
^ T h e  L i f e  o f  H enry  S . L i t t l e . "  I n  " A u to b io g ra p h ie s  an d  
B io g ra p h ie s  o f  USA an d  C .P . M i n i s t e r s . "  I n  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  
A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
Soon a f t e r  M s a r r i v a l  i n  D en iso n , L i t t l e  s e t  o u t  on a  t o u r  o f
M s  m is s io n  f i e l d  i n  a  m a k e sM ft s p r in g  wagon draw n "by tw o h a rd y  T exas
p o n ie s  f o r  w M ch h e  h a d  p a i d  e i g h t  d o l l a r s  e a c h . I n  M s  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f
s e r v i c e  he  c r o s s e d  an d  r e c r o s s e d  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e ,  a n .ta re a  o f  some
2 6 5 ,7 8 0  s q u a re  m i l e s .
H is  f i r s t  t r i p  o v e r  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  ro a d s  an d  t r a i l s  c o v e re d  1100 
m i le s  a n d  fo u n d  him many n ig h t s  w i th  " . . .  t h e  p r a i r i e  f o r  an  
am ple h e d  an d  t h e  sk y  f o r  a  b o u n d le s s  r o o f .  . . ."  N o ta t io n s  
fro m  one o f  t h e s e  J o u rn e y s  c a s u a l l y  m e n tio n e d  " s l e e p in g  i n  t h e  
open  e v e ry  n ig h t  f o r  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t iv e  w e e k s ."  He c a r r i e d  no 
p r o t e c t i o n  s a v e  a  h e a v y  w M p.
F r e q u e n t ly  l o s t  i n  t h e  many m i le s  o f  u n fe n c e d  r a n c h e s ,  he  was 
c o m p e lle d  t o  make many w eary  d e t o u r s ,  an d  h ad  many h a rro w in g  a d v e n tu re s  
am id f lo o d  and  s to rm . W ith  many m i le s  b e tw een  fa rm  o r  r a n c h  h o u s e s ,  
l o n e l i n e s s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e v e r y  m anner o f  b o d i l y  d is c o m f o r t ,  o f t e n  m arked  
th e s e  j o u r n e y s . To o ccu p y  M s  m ind , one o f  L i t t l e 1s f a v o r i t e  p a s t im e s  
was t o  c o u n t t h e  h o o f b e a t s  o f  M s  h o r s e s  an d  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  t h e i r  s t r i d e s .  "H is v e r y  r e a l  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  M s  p o n ie s  was m a n i­
f e s t e d "  b y  th e  c a r e  he  to o k  t o  k eep  them  f i t  an d  w e l l  m a tch ed  i n  s p i t e  
o f  g r u e l in g  h a r d s h ip s .
On one o c c a s io n  D r . L i t t l e  com mented t o  a g ro u p  o f  f r i e n d s  t h a t  
he o f t e n  e n t e r e d  a  c h u rc h  a t  n i g h t ,  b e d d in g  down on one o f  t h e  u n o c c u ­
p ie d  pew s. A P r e s b y te r i a n  e l d e r  com mented t h a t  w M le  he  h ad  o f t e n  
h e a rd  o f  com m unicants d o z in g  i n  c h u rc h , t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  t im e  he e v e r  
h e a rd  o f  a m i n i s t e r  d o in g  s o .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t r a v e l i n g  i n  M s  w agon, L i t t l e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  ro d e  
i n  s ta g e c o a c h e s . Once a b a n d  o f  highwaym en h a l t e d  t h e  c a r r i a g e  an d
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t o l d  t h e  o c c u p a n ts  t o  g e t  o u t  a n d  s ta n d  an d  hand  o v e r  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  
b e lo n g in g s .  When one o f  t h e  ro b b e r s  o r d e r e d  D r. L i t t l e  t o  y i e l d  up h i s  
m ost p r e c io u s  p o s s e s s io n ,  he p r o f f e r e d  him  h i s  n e x t  S u n d a y 's  serm on . 
T h is  t h e  h o r r i f i e d  o u tla w  r e j e c t e d .  He d id  ta k e  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w a tc h , 
b u t  o v e r lo o k e d  a s i z a b l e  q u a n t i t y  o f  money c o n c e a le d  i n  D r. L i t t l e ' s  
h a t  w h ich  he h a d  d ro p p ed  c a r e l e s s l y  b e s id e  him  on th e  r o a d .  The d e s ­
p e ra d o e s  p u l l e d  down a  number o f  m a i l  s a c k s  from  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  c o a c h , 
b u t  fo u n d  them  v a l u e l e s s . One o f  them  th e n  c r i e d ,  "Look h e r e ,  p a r s o n ,  
come o v e r  h e r e  an d  lo a d  on th e  s a c k s  a g a i n ."  U nder c o v e r  o f  t h e  b a n ­
d i t ' s  guns D r. L i t t l e  d id  s o .  When f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r  h e a rd  
a b o u t t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e ,  t h r e e  b e t t e r  w a tch e s  w ere  g iv e n  him  t o  r e p la c e  
th e  s t o l e n  o n e .
When L i t t l e  e n t e r e d  T e x a s , t h e r e  w ere few  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  
i n  t h e  s t a t e .  As he t r a v e l e d  a b o u t h i s  ro u n d s  he  p ra y e d  a n d  p re a c h e d  
i n  b r u s h  a r b o r s ,  hom es, an d  s c h o o l s .  O fte n  he m i n i s t e r e d  t o  th e  s i c k ,  
t h e  d y in g , a n d  th e  b e r e a v e d .  W henever he fo u n d  enough  P r e s b y te r i a n s  i n  
a n e ig h b o rh o o d , a  f i f t y - m i l e  s q u a re  a r e a ,  he o r g a n iz e d  them  a s  th e  
n u c le u s  o f  a  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . I n  many com m unities  he v i s i t e d  
L i t t l e  was t h e  o n ly  p r e a c h e r  t o  make an  a p p e a ra n c e , and  many who 
l i s t e n e d  to  him  had  n o t  h e a rd  a  c h u rc h  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .
L i t t l e  m ust have had  re m a rk a b le  a b i l i t y  a s  a  p r e a c h e r .  When 
he a t t e n d e d  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m e e tin g  i n  1884 i n  Hew Y ork C ity ,  th e  
New York O b se rv e r  com m ented: " I t  I s  so m eth in g  s p le n d id  t o  s e e  an d  h e a r
men from  th e  f a r t h e s t  c o r n e r s  o f  th e  l a n d .  One o f  t h e  b e s t  s p e e c h e s  o f  
t h e  w hole was made b y  a  man from  T e x a s ."  T h a t man was H enry  L i t t l e .
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D r. H ays, m o d e ra to r  o f  t h e  A ssem bly , s a i d  t h a t  D r. L i t t l e  h ad  made th e  
f i n e s t  sp e e c h  a t  t h e  m e e tin g  a n d , i n  f a c t ,  i t  was " th e  s p e e c h ."  H is 
serm ons w ere t h e  p ro d u c t  o f  a  p ro fo u n d ly  l o g i c a l  m ind , w e l l - v e r s e d  i n  
th e o lo g y .  "He h ad  h i s  own p e c u l i a r  an d  i n  i t s  r i g h t  m ean ing , s e n s a ­
t i o n a l  way o f  c a r r y in g  o n  h is  w ork . I t  i s  c e r t a i n  i t  was . . . o ne  o f  
th e  fo rm a t iv e  in f lu e n c e s  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  th e  W e s t."  B ecause  
o f  h i s  d ra m a tic  a b i l i t y ,  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  s a i d  t h a t  when D r . L i t t l e  
e n t e r e d  th e  m i n i s t r y  t h e  s ta g e  l o s t  a  p o t e n t i a l l y  g r e a t  a c t o r .
D r. L i t t l e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  fam ous f o r  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  th e  
camp m e e tin g s  p ro m o ted  b y  th e  R ev . M r. W, B. B lo y s , " S k y - p i lo t  o f  th e  
B ig  Bend c o u n t r y ."  D r. A r th u r  F . B ish o p , who som etim es acco m p an ied  D r. 
L i t t l e  t o  t h i s  camp g ro u n d , g r a p h i c a l l y  d e s c r ib e d  th e  l a t t e r ' s  r o l e  a t
t h e s e  t h r e e -  o r  f o u r - d a y  m e e tin g s :
T h e re  w ere  se v e n  m i n i s t e r s  o f  v a r io u s  d e n o m in a tio n s  p r e s ­
e n t ,  and  th e y  a l l  to o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  m e e t in g s ,  b u t ,  a s  one o f  
o u r  h o s t s  e x p re s s e d  i t ,  "Mr. B lo y s was t h e  ram ro d , an d  D r. 
L i t t l e  was th e  t r i g g e r . "
And w i th  w o n d e rfu l s k i l l  d id  "P a rso n "  B loys a r r a n g e  th e  
n u m b e rle s s  d e t a i l s  c o n n e c te d  w i th  th e  camp an d  th e  m e e tin g  
and  w ith  su c h  s u c c e s s  t h a t  i t  p ro v e d  t o  b e  a  camp m e e tin g  an d  
n o t  a  camp p ic n ic  o r  a  camp f r o l i c .  And w i th  a d m ira b le  t a c t  
a n d  re m a rk a b le  s u c c e s s  d id  D r. L i t t l e  s h o o t t o  B ro . B loys 
lo a d in g .  He seem ed t o  b e  th e  g u a rd ia n  a n g e l  o f  t h a t  m e e tin g  
a n d  i t s  i n s p i r i n g  g e n iu s  a s  w e l l .  W hether p re a c h in g  one o f  
h i s  s t r o n g  se rm o n s , o r  t e n d e r l y  p le a d in g  w i th  th e  p e o p le ,  o r  
en g ag in g  them  in  d e l i g h t f u l  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  w h ich  he  u s e d  a s  th e  
v e h ic le  o f  D iv in e  T r u th ,  he was e v e r  t h e  s a m e - - in im i ta b le I  As 
S y n o d ic a l  S u p t.  o f  Home M is s io n s  f o r  th e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s , he i s  
e v e ry w h e re - th e  r i g h t  man i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e .  B ut upon th e  
camp g ro u n d  he seems even  more th a n  t h a t .
^ I b id . , 2 - 3 .
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T e x a s ' r a p i d  p r o g r e s s  "brought c o n s t a n t l y  ch a n g in g  c o n d i t io n s  a n d  new 
m ethods o f  w ork . As ro a d s  im proved  D r. L i t t l e  was a h le  t o  t r a v e l  
g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e s ,  a n d  i t  was r e c o r d e d  t h a t  i n  one y e a r  he  jo u rn e y e d  
tw e n ty - f iv e  th o u s a n d  m i l e s . He y ie ld e d  t o  demands f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  above  
h i s  p h y s i c a l  an d  f i n a n c i a l  p o w e rs . B ecau se  o f  new ly  aw akened r e l i g i o u s  
i n t e r e s t ,  t h e r e  was n e e d  o f  C h r i s t i a n  s ta te s m a n s h ip  an d  in te rd e n o m in a ­
t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t io n .  C hurch  s c h o o l  p ro b lem s c a l l e d  f o r  h i s  a t t e n t i o n ,  
and  he was a lw ay s n e e d e d  t o  o r g a n iz e  new c h u rc h e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  o ld  
c o n g r e g a t io n s .
I n  th e  c l o s in g  y e a r s  o f  D r. L i t t l e ' s  l i f e ,  t h e  p ro p o s e d  u n io n  
o f  t h e  U .S .A . a n d  C um berland  c h u rc h e s  a t t r a c t e d  h i s  z e a lo u s  s u p p o r t .  
W ith  h i s  u s u a l  z e a l ,  he  s p e n t  many h o u rs  i n  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  a n d  c o n f e r ­
en ce  i n  a n  a t te m p t  t o  f u r t h e r  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .  B e fo re  he d ie d ,  L i t t l e  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  m e rg e r w ould  b e  e f f e c t e d ,  b u t  he d id  n o t l i v e  t o  s e e  
t h e  j o i n i n g  o f  th e  C um berland  a n d  U .S .A . S ynods. He d ie d  on J u l y  2 9 , 
1906.
O nly a  few  m onths b e f o r e  h i s  d e a th ,  D r. L i t t l e  h ad  b e e n
r e e l e c t e d  S y n o d ic a l S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  Home M is s io n s  f o r  t h e  tw e n ty -
e i g h th  t im e  b y  t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s . T h is  made h i s  te rm  o f  s e r v i c e  i n
t h a t  s t a t i o n  t h e  lo n g e s t  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . A
r e s o l u t i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  r e e l e c t i o n  s t a t e d :
I t  i s  more th a n  p ro b a b le  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  
t h i s  Synod a s  p r e s e n t l y  c o n s t i t u t e d .  The Synod o f  Texas 
d e s i r e s  t o  p la c e  on  r e c o r d  a p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  lo n g  
an d  f a i t h f u l  s e r v i c e  o f  t h i s  d e v o te d  s e r v a n t  o f  God . . .  i n  
t h i s  d e l i c a t e  a n d  a rd u o u s  p o s i t i o n  among o u r  c h u rc h e s .
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As a  to k e n  o f  t h e  a f f e c t i o n a t e  r e g a r d  o f  h i s  many f r i e n d s ,  i n  D r.
L i t t l e ' s home c h u rc h , t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  D en iso n , t h e r e  
hangs an  a p p r o p r i a t e  t a b l e t  t o  h i s  memory w i th  th e  i n s c r i p t i o n  from  
Jo b  4 : 3 :  "B eh o ld , th o u  h a s t  i n s t r u c t e d  many, an d  th o u  h a s t  s t r e n g t h ­
e n e d  th e  weak h a n d s .
As f o r  th e  g e n e r a l  s o c i a l  e n v iro n m en t from  w h ich  th e s e  
p r e a c h e r s  cam e, t h e  b io g r a p h ie s  a v a i l a b l e  a r e  to o  s k e tc h y  t o  p e rm it  
g e n e r a l i z e d  d e d u c t io n s .  Such men a s  W. B. B lo y s  and  H enry  S . L i t t l e  
and  some o f  t h e i r  U .S .A . c o l le a g u e s  h ad  t o  w ork t o  a c h ie v e  t h e i r  a c a ­
dem ic t r a i n i n g .  H owever, a l l  s i x t e e n  o f  whom t h e r e  i s  an y  r e c o r d  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e s e  men a l l  h ad  a d e q u a te  acad em ic  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . W ith  
few  e x c e p t io n s ,  th e y  w ere  a b le - 'to  o b t a in  a t  l e a s t  one c o l l e g e  d e g re e  
a n d  se m in a ry  t r a i n i n g .  I t  i s  im p ro b a b le  t h a t  men w i th  s u c h  e d u c a t io n a l  
a d v a n ta g e s  came from  t h e  m ost im p o v e r ish e d  c l a s s  o f  s o c i e t y .  I t  may be 
s p e c u la te d  t h a t  th e s e  men came from  e i t h e r  t h e  m id d le  c l a s s  o r  lo w er 
m id d le  c l a s s .
C o n s id e ra b le  in f o r m a t io n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a s  t o  w hat t h e i r  l i v e s  
w ere l i k e  i n  n in e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  T e x a s . The R ev . M r. J .  W. A l le n  w ro te
5 j .  H anna, "The R ev. H enry  S . L i t t l e ,  D .D ., S y n o d ic a l  S u p e r in ­
te n d e n t  o f  Home M is s io n s  i n  T exas f o r  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , USA, f o r  
T w en ty -sev e n  y e a r s ,  May, 1879 t o  J u ly ,  1 9 0 6 ,"  1 - 4 .  I n  " A u to b io g ra p h ie s  
and  B io g ra p h ie s  o f  USA an d  C .P . M in i s t e r s " ;  S t .  L o u is  E v a n g e l i s t ,  May, 
1880 ; Gordon A . M ac ln n es , " H is to r y  o f  t h e  A m a r il lo  P r e s b y te r y ,  1878 - 
1 9 0 7 ,"  (M a s te rs  T h e s i s ,  S o u th e rn  M e th o d is t  U n iv e r s i t y ,  1937)> 2 2 -2 7 ; 
M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r  2 6 , 1905 , "M in u tes  o f  th e  Synod o f  T exas o f  t h e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  USA, 1 9 0 0 -1 9 0 6 ,"  1 3 1 -3 2 . I n  c h u rc h  p a p e rs  
( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) ;  S ep tem b er 1 5 , 1906, 
i b i d . ,  1 5 2 .
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f e e l i n g l y  a b o u t th e  t r i a l s  a n d  t r i b u l a t i o n s  o f  a  P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r  
e v a n g e l iz in g  i n  T exas i n  th e  1 8 7 0 's .  He d e n ie d  th e  c h a rg e  w id e ly  
b e l i e v e d  in  h i s  day  t h a t  T exans w ere g e n e r a l l y  l e s s  la w -a b id in g  th a n  
c i t i z e n s  in  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  T h is  im p re s s io n  a r o s e  
b e c a u se  a  s c a t t e r e d  p o p u la t io n  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  im pose law  an d  
o r d e r  on t h e  com m unity . R e c k le s s  o r  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  i n d i v id u a l s  w ere 
p ro n e  t o  g iv e  f r e e  p l a y  t o  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  e v i l  p r o p e n s i t i e s  i n  a  s o c i ­
e t y  w h ich  te n d e d  to  be  d is o rg a n iz e d ,-  b e c a u se  men d id  n o t  r e a d i l y  s e t t l e  
down w i th  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n  homes a s  i n  o ld e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  c o u n t ry .
I n  su c h  c o n d i t io n s  p e o p le  becam e w o r ld ly -m in d e d . A d e s p a i r in g  m is s io n ­
a r y  t o l d  A l le n  t h a t  he was c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h e  o n ly  way t o  g e t  t h e  ey e s  
o f  h i s  p e o p le  d i r e c t e d  h eavenw ard  w ould be f o r  him  t o  a t te m p t  a b a l lo o n  
a s c e n s io n .
As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  A l le n  n o te d  t h a t  he an d  many 
o f  h i s  U .S .A . c o l le a g u e s  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  lo n g in g  f o r  t h e i r  fo rm e r  d i s ­
t a n t  homes an d  t h e i r  many c h e r i s h e d  a s s o c i a t i o n s . A ccustom ed t o  a  more 
h ig h ly  o r g a n iz e d  s o c i e t y  an d  c i t i z e n s  m ore r e s p o n s iv e  t o  s p i r i t u a l  
a p p e a ls  t h e s e  c le rg y m en  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  b e in g  d ism ay ed  a t  much t h a t  was 
u n c o n g e n ia l  i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  e n v iro n m e n t.
A lth o u g h  r e c o g n iz in g  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  A l le n  c o u ld  c o n te m p la te  
f u t u r e  r e w a r d s . N o tin g  th e  h e a v y  im m ig ra tio n  p o u r in g  a n n u a l ly  i n t o  
T e x a s , he c o u ld  w i tn e s s  new tow ns an d  com m unities  s p r in g in g  up th r o u g h ­
o u t  t h i s  l a n d .  Why s h o u ld  a n y  a d v e n tu ro u s  m is s io n a r y  ch o o se  t o  l i v e  i n  
t h e  E a s t w here  c i t i e s  an d  g o v ern m en ts  w ere a l r e a d y  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  and  
w here t h e r e  was l i t t l e  o p p Q r tu n i ty  f o r  th e  c h u rc h  t o  in f lu e n c e  th e  sh ap e
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o f  th i n g s  t o  come? Was i t  n o t  f a r  m ore c h a l le n g in g  a n d  re w a rd in g  t o  
w ork i n  a  t e r r i t o r y  w here s o c i a l  p a t t e r n s  w ere "being fo rm ed  and w here 
men o f  God h ad  a  chance  t o  in f lu e n c e  t h e  m old? A lle n  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
g a in e d  ren ew ed  s t r e n g t h  an d  jo y  b y  o v erco m in g  th e  o b s t a c l e s  i n  h i s  w ay.^
A n o th e r  m i n i s t e r  w r i t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  pseudonym  A l iq u i s  v i v i d l y  
d e s c r ib e d  t h e  t r i a l s  an d  t r i b u l a t i o n s  o f  a p io n e e r  p r e a c h e r  i n  t h e  
1 8 7 0 's . A r r iv in g  i n  t h e  s m a l l  tow n o f  M cKinney i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Texas 
i n  th e  s p r in g  he s p e n t  t h e  n ig h t  w i th  a  U .S .A . m i n i s t e r .  The n e x t  day  
b e in g  S unday, he a g re e d  t o  accom pany h i s  h o s t  t o  a  s m a l l  fa rm  com m unity 
f o u r  m i le s  d i s t a n t  t o  p e rfo rm  th e  S a b b a th  s e r v i c e .  As t h e  two men ro d e  
a lo n g ,  A l iq u i s  n o te d  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  c o u n try  o f  th e  "B la c k  Waxey" 
la n d  o f  T e x a s . I t  was p e rh a p s  th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  s o i l  i n  T exas t o  fa rm ,
J
f o r  d u r in g  d ry  w e a th e r  i t  was so  h a rd  few  p low s c o u ld  b r e a k  i t ,  an d  i n  
w et w e a th e r  i t  t u r n e d  i n t o  s t i c k y  b o t to m le s s  m a ss . On t h e  way a  d r i v ­
in g  r a i n  d e sc e n d e d , t u r n i n g  t h e  ro a d  i n t o  a  q u ag m ire , a n d  th e  new­
c o m e r 's  h o rs e  s h ie d  and  a lm o s t  th re w  i t s  b r o a d c lo th e d  r i d e r  i n t o  a mud 
h o le .  However, A l iq u i s  r e g a in e d  h i s  b a la n c e ,  a n d  th e  tw o  men r e a c h e d  
t h e i r  g o a l  w ith o u t  f u r t h e r  m ish a p .
When th e  two m i n i s t e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  h a m le t ,  t h e y  w ent t o  th e  
s c h o o lh o u se  w here tw e n ty  o r  t h i r t y  p e r s o n s  w ere a s se m b le d , some t o  s e e  
an d  be  s e e n ,  o th e r s  t o  w h ile  away th e  lo n e ly  h o u r s ,  a n d  a  few  p r i m a r i l y  
t o  w o r s h ip . As t h e  new ly  a r r i v e d  p r e a c h e r  e n t e r e d  t h e  room he o b s e rv e d
f:
S t .  L o u is  E v a n g e l i s t ,  A p r i l ,  1877• [When t h i s  new sp ap er f i r s t  
b eg an  p u b l i c a t i o n  i t  was a  m o n th ly , b u t  i t  l a t e r  ch an g ed  t o  a  w eek ly  
j o u r n a l . ]
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f o r  t h e  f i r s t  tim e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d ip p in g  s n u f f .  A lth o u g h  i t  was 
t r u l y  a  d i s g u s t in g  an d  f i l t h y  h a b i t ,  he th o u g h t  t h a t  more th a n  h a l f  o f  
th e  l a d i e s  i n  Texas p r a c t i c e d  i t .  I t  made him s i c k  t o  se e  th e  l i p s  o f  
th e  women s t a i n e d  b y  to b a c c o  a n d  t h e i r  t e e t h  d i s c o l o r e d .  Amber s a l i v a  
som etim es e s c a p e d  fro m  th e  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e i r  m o u th s, o o z in g  down o n to  
t h e i r  d r e s s e s  u n t i l  i t  f i n a l l y  r e a c h e d  t h e  f l o o r .  O c c a s io n a l ly  t h e r e  
was a  su d d en , r a p i d  movement fo rw a rd  b y  o ne  o f  th e  women. W ith  a  
pow er t h a t  w ould  have done c r e d i t  t o  a  f o r c e  pump, a  s tre a m  o f  th e  
f l u i d  f le w  to w a rd  a  w a i t in g  c u s p id o r .  A man l a t e r  t o l d  th e  v i s i t o r  
t h a t  M  h a d  once  s e e n  th e s e  women s i t t i n g  t e n  f e e t  fro m  a  f i r e p l a c e ,  
and  s p i t  i n t o  th e  f la m e s  w i th  su c h  u n e r r in g  a c c u ra c y  t h a t  t h e  to b a c c o  
p a s s e d  th r o u g h  th e  g r a t e  w ith o u t  once s p a t t e r i n g  t h e  i r o n  s l a t s .  The 
sh o ck ed  l i s t e n e r  d id  n o t show th e  e x p e c te d  a d m ir a t io n  f o r  t h i s  p ro w e s s . 
When t h e  m orn ing  s e r v i c e s  w ere  o v e r ,  he was d o u b t le s s  g la d  t o  le a v e  
t h i s  com m un ity .7
The n e x t  day  th e  M cKinney p a s t o r  gave A l iq u i s  a h o r s e ,  a n d  t h e  
v i s i t o r  s e t  o u t  f o r  h i s  a s s ig n e d  s t a t i o n  i n  G a i n e s v i l l e ,  T e x a s . S in c e  
h o te l s  o r  in n s  d id  n o t  e x i s t  i n  t h a t  s p a r s e l y  p o p u la te d  t e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  
m i n i s t e r  h ad  t o  f i n d  accom m odations in  fa rm h o u ses  a lo n g  th e  w ay. A l iq u i s  
d e s c r ib e d  a  t y p i c a l  n i g h t ' s  accom m odations a s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  ro u g h  
hewn b e d  w i th  raw h id e  f o r  s l a t s  p la c e d  i n  a  c o rn e r  o f  th e  f r o n t i e r s m a n 's  
c a b in .  The w a l l  o f  t h e  c a b in  s e rv e d  a s  a  h e a d b o a rd , and  two o r  t h r e e  
b o b t a i i e d  c a t s  p e rc h e d  on th e  b e d  t o  h o ld  th e  c o v e r  down. A few  f r i e n d l y
^ I b id . , January, 1878 .
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p ig s  a l s o  s h a re d  th e  room . Upon c ra w lin g  i n t o  h i s  b e d , A l iq u i s  d i s ­
c o v e re d  t h a t  th e  b e d s te a d  a n d  c o v e rs  w ere to o  s h o r t  b y  s e v e r a l  in c h e s ,  
le a v in g  h i s  f e e t  b a r e .  The s o jo u r n in g  m i n i s t e r  m ust h av e  c u t  a  c o m ic a l 
f i g u r e .
P ro c e e d in g  on h is  w ay th e  n e x t  day , A l iq u i s  becam e a n x io u s  
ab o u t t h e  a b se n c e  o f  h a b i t a t i o n s  a lo n g s id e  t h e  r o a d .  A t l a s t  on s e e in g  
a ro u g h  wooden f e n c e ,  he c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  a h o u se  was n o t. f a r  d i s t a n t .  A 
s h o r t  t im e  l a t e r  h e  ro d e  i n t o  a fa rm y a rd  sw arm ing w ith  c h i l d r e n ,  p ig s ,  
and  c h ic k e n s .  M aking h is  way up t o  a  n e a t l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  lo g  c a b in ,  he 
c a l l e d ,  " h e l l o . "  T h is  summons b ro u g h t a t i r e d - l o o k i n g ,  b e d ra gg l e d  fa rm -  
w ife  to  t h e  d o o r a n d  a l s o  s u c c e e d e d  i n  aw aken ing  a  p a c k  o f  v e ry  n o is y  
d o g s .
"Can you g iv e  me d i r e c t i o n s  t o  G a in e s v i l le ? "
"W ell, M is te r ,  I  d o n ' t  know a s  I  c a n ,"  sh e  w h in e d . " H a v e n 't  
b e e n  l i v i n g  h e r e  b u t  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  a n d  I  a i n ' t  much 
a c q u a in te d  w i th  th e s e  p a r t s  an d  w i th  th e  ro a d s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t ry .
I  r e c k o n  i f  y ou  keep  t h e  p l a i n e s t ,  s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d ,  i t  w i l l  
t a k e  you t h e r e ."
As a c i r c u i t  r i d e r ,  h e  was t o  f i n d  l o s i n g  h i s  way a  f a i r l y  com­
mon e x p e r i e n c e .  I n  t r a v e l i n g  a  dozen  m i le s ,  he  o f t e n  fo u n d  a s  many 
ro a d s  l e a d in g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s . S in c e  e a c h  t r a i l  a p p e a re d  e q u a l ly  
p l a i n  a n d  s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d ,  many t im e s  he becam e l o s t  f o u r  o r  f i v e  
t im e s  i n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  a f i f t e e n - m i l e  jo u r n e y .  L a b o rin g  u n d e r  s u c h  t r y ­
in g  c o n d i t io n s ,  a  m i n i s t e r  c e r t a i n l y  h ad  n e e d  f o r  a l l  h i s  C h r i s t i a n  
p a t ie n c e .®
® Ib id ., F e b ru a ry , 1 8 7 8 .
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F u r th e r  i l l u m i n a t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n , 
s e v e r a l  r a t h e r  fam ous i n d i v i d u a l s  w ere  c o n n e c te d  w i th  t h e  c h u rc h  in  
T exas d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e y  w ere  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  
F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  A u s t in .  Two of. them  w ere  W illia m  S id n e y  
P o r t e r ,  l a t e r  known a s  0 .  H enry , an d  Ben Thom pson.
W illia m  S id n e y  P o r t e r  l i v e d  f o r  a  num ber o f  y e a r s  i n  A u s t in  an d  
w orked  a t  t h e  S t a t e  Land O f f i c e .  W hile h e r e  he e d i t e d  t h e  R o l l in g  
S to n e , a  n e w sp a p e r, and  l a t e r  w orked  in  a  b a n k . A r r e s t e d  f o r  a l l e g e d  
f r a u d  i n  t h e  b a n k , he s e r v e d  a  p r i s o n  te rm . Many now b e l i e v e  him  t o  
have  b e e n  in n o c e n t .  W hile  he was i n c a r c e r a t e d ,  h i s  w i f e ,  A p r i l  E s te s ,  
becam e a f f l i c t e d  w i th  t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  and  P o r t e r  was g iv e n  a  p a r o l e  t o  
n u r s e  h e r  i n  h e r  f i n a l  i l l n e s s . E v ery  Sunday P o r t e r  a n d  h i s  w if e  w ould  
r i d e  i n  a b u g g y  o v e r  t o  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  an d  p a r k  on th e  
e a s t e r n  s id e  o f  th e  b u i l d i n g .  S in c e  i t  was summer an d  t h e  windows o f  
th e  c h u rc h  w ere  o p en , th e y  c o u ld  s i t  in  t h e i r  c a r r i a g e  an d  h e a r  t h e  c o n ­
g r e g a t io n  s in g in g  d u r in g  t h e  e v e n in g  s e r v i c e .  M rs. P o r t e r  e v i d e n t l y  
r e v e r e d  th e  p a s t o r ,  an d  from  t h e i r  v a n ta g e  p o in t  b o th  sh e  a n d  h e r  h u s ­
b an d  c o u ld  s e e  an d  ...hear D r . W rig h t .  A f t e r  th e  s e r v i c e  t h e  f u t u r e  
w r i t e r  d ro v e  h i s  w ife  home. A f t e r  h i s  w ife  d ie d ,  P o r t e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  
p r i s o n  t o  s e r v e  o u t  h i s  s e n t e n c e .9
Ben Thompson was one o f  t h e  renow ned gunmen o f  h i s  d a y . He was 
a  dumpy l i t t l e  man w i th  m i ld  b lu e  ey e s  an d  a c o n s ta b u la r y  m u s ta c h e .
9c. G. B i s s e l l ,  " H isto ry  o f  th e  F i r s t  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, USA
o f  A u st in , T exas,"  6 3*
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Always n e a t l y  d r e s s e d ,  he lo o k e d  l i k e  a m o d e ra te ly  p ro s p e ro u s  g r o c e r y -  
man r a t h e r  th a n  a  W este rn  b a d  man. P o s s e s s e d  o f  g r e a t e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
th a n  th e  a v e ra g e  g u n s l in g e r  o f  h i s  day  and  a b s o l u t e l y  f e a r l e s s ,  he 
c o u ld  draw w ith  l i g h t e n i n g - l i k e  sp e e d  and s h o o t w i th  c o ld  and  d e l i b e r a t e  
accuracy.'* '®
The p o p u la t io n  e v i d e n t ly  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  l o c a l  c rim e  wave 
c o u ld  b e s t  be  en d ed  b y  p u t t i n g  th e  m ost n o to r io u s  c r im in a l  i n  c h a rg e  o f  
law  e n fo rc e m e n t, and  Ben Thompson was a p p o in te d  f e d e r a l  m a rs h a l f o r  
A u s t in .  S t i l l  u n a b le  t o  c o n t r o l  h i s  v i o l e n t  te m p e r  an d  r e c k l e s s  n a tu r e ,  
he was k i l l e d  i n  a  g u n f ig h t  i n  San A n to n io , i n  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1884 . He 
was o n ly  f o r t y  y e a r s  o ld  a t  th e  t i m e . 1"1'
D r. E . B. W righ t knew Ben Thompson w e l l .  E v id e n t ly  t h e  m in ­
i s t e r  h ad  some in f lu e n c e  o v e r  him b e c a u se  Ben o f t e n  came t o  t h e  F i r s t  
P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch t o  t a l k  w i th  h im . On one o c c a s io n  he ev en  c o l l e c t e d  
money f o r  a  m is s io n a r y  p r o j e c t  in  w h ich  D r. W rig h t was i n t e r e s t e d .  The 
p a s to r  la u g h in g ly  s a i d  l a t e r  t h a t  t h a t  was one tim e  h e  and  Ben Thompson 
w ere p a r t n e r s  in  b u s in e s s .  Many p e o p le  i n  A u s t in  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  a s  a  
young man Ben d e m o n s tra te d  r e a l  a b i l i t y ,  and  D r. W rig h t hoped  t o  b r in g  
o u t  h i s  b e t t e r  n a t u r e .
One com m unicant i n  t h e  P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch  rem em bered Thomp­
s o n 's  f u n e r a l  v e r y  w e l l .  The day t h a t  Ben was b u r ie d ,  a f u n e r a l
^ R i c h a r d  O 'C onnor, W ild  B i l l  H ickok (G arden  C i ty ,  New Y ork: 
D ouble day & Company, I n c . ,  1 9 5 9 TT^-16 - 8 1 . .
11San A ntonio D a ily  E xp ress, March 12 , 1884.
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p r o c e s s io n  was a l s o  b e in g  h e ld  f o r  W illia m  Sm yth, one o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
o f  t h e  c h u rc h  an d  a  h ig h ly  r e s p e c t e d  man i n  th e  com m unity . Two b i e r s ,  
one h o ld in g  Sm yth an d  th e  o th e r  Thom pson, moved up C o n g ress  Avenue s id e  
b y  s i d e ,  e a c h  draw n b y  a  team  o f  h o r s e s .  B eh ind  them  th e  tw o f u n e r a l  
p r o c e s s io n s  m in g le d .12
T u rn in g  from  t h e  g e n e r a l  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  T ex as m i n i s t r y  and  some 
o f  t h e  more p ro m in e n t i n d i v i d u a l s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h i s  r e g io n ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  exam ine some o f  
th e  e v e n ts  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  Texas Synod, U .S .A .,  and  i t s  s u b s i d i a r y  
u n i t s .  I n  O c to b e r , 1878 , t h e  new ly  c r e a t e d  sy n o d  was c o n s t i t u t e d  w i th  
m ost o f  th e  members p r e s e n t  f o r  t h i s  f i r s t  m e e t in g .  B ecause  o f  h ig h  
r a i l r o a d  f a r e s ,  m ost o f  th e  m i n i s t e r s  came in  t h e i r  own c o n v e y a n c e s . 
Many had  t o  t r a v e l  b e tw een  150 an d  kOO m i le s  t o  r e a c h  A u s t in .  One 
b r o t h e r  was tw o weeks en  r o u t e .  When he was w i th in  75 m i le s  o f  h i s  
d e s t i n a t i o n ,  one o f  h i s  two h o r s e s  gave  o u t .  U n h itc h in g  t h e  o th e r  from  
h i s  buggy , he ro d e  i t  i n t o  to w n .1^
A t t h i s  f i r s t  m e e t in g ,  l a r g e l y  r o u t i n e  b u s in e s s  was t r a n s a c t e d ;  
h ow ever, t h e  co m m ittee  on  n a r r a t i v e  d e l iv e r e d  a r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  
r e p o r t  on th e  s t a t e  o f  r e l i g i o n  w i th in  t h e  bounds o f  th e  j u d i c a t o r y .  
W hile  th e  com m ittee  l e a r n e d  t h a t  no e x te n s iv e  r e v i v a l s  h ad  ta k e n  p la c e  
i n  an y  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  t h e y  h e a rd  e v id e n c e  o f  a  g r a d u a l  and
^ B i s s e l l ,  " H is to r y  o f  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , USA o f  
A u s t in ,"  8 9 .
^ S t .  L o u is  E v a n g e l i s t ,  November, 1 8 7 8 .
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s te a d y  g ro w th  in  s e v e r a l  f i e l d s .  Many c h u rc h e s  h a d  "been " s t r e n g th e n e d  
and  e d i f i e d "  and  a  number o f  new com m unicants e n r o l l e d .  New c o n g re g a ­
t i o n s  h a d  b een  o rg a n iz e d  an d  h o u ses  o f  w o rsh ip  e r e c t e d .  I n  some s e c ­
t i o n s  f a m i ly  w o rsh ip  was i n c r e a s in g  a n d  home a l t a r s  w ere com ing in t o  
u s e .  Sunday  s c h o o ls  a l s o  d e m o n s tra te d  a  h e a l th y  an d  v ig o ro u s  g ro w th .
W hile  th e  c h u rc h  c o u ld  r e j o i c e  a t  t h e s e  d e v e lo p m e n ts , t h e r e  
w ere r e a s o n s  f o r  d is c o u ra g e m e n t .  Many m i n i s t e r s  r e p o r te d  t h a t  d e s e c r a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  S a b b a th  p r e v a i l e d  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  S k e p tic is m  and  
r e l i g i o u s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  w ere  p r e v a l e n t  t o  su c h  d e g re e  t h a t  i t  was a l l  
b u t  im p o s s ib le  t o  r e a c h  t h e  m asses  o f  th e  u n c o n v e r te d  who se ldom  
a t te n d e d  c h u rc h  s e r v i c e s . A n o th e r  c a u s e  f o r  g loom  was th e  S o u th e rn  
p r e ju d i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  an d  s u s p ic io n  o f  i t s  d e s ig n  i n  e n t e r ­
in g  th e  s t a t e .
O th e r  co m m ittee s  n o te d  a d d i t i o n a l  o b s t a c l e s  i n  th e  p a t h  o f  t h e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . F re q u e n t s h i f t s  i n  p o p u la t io n ,  c rop  f a i l u r e s ,  
b u s in e s s  i n s t a b i l i t y ,  and  f r i c t i o n  w i th  o th e r  d e n o m in a tio n s  h in d e re d  
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n . ^  The p o v e r ty  o f  many c h u rc h  members l i v i n g  i n  r u r a l  
a r e a s  a n d  th e  s c a t t e r e d  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  p o p u la t io n  made i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  o r g a n iz e  e f f e c t i v e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s . ^  C hurch governm en t 
l ik e w is e  f a i l e d  t o  m eet t h e  s ta n d a r d s  o f  "The Book o f  C hurch  O rd e r ."
^ M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r 1 2 , 1878 , "M inutes o f  t h e  Synod o f  Texas 
o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , I 8 7 8 - I 9OO," 
10- 12.
^ M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r  2 5 , l879> i b i d . ,  3I*.
l 6 M inu tes o f  O c to b e r 3 0 , 1886 , i b i d . ,  2 6 2 .
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The co m m ittee  i n  c h a rg e  o f  re v ie w in g  s e s s i o n  r e c o r d s  r e p o r t e d  t o  th e  
N o rth  Texas P r e s b y te r y  i n  l 88 l  t h a t  th e  m in u te  book o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  i n  J a c k s b o ro  h ad  n e v e r  b e f o r e  b een  p r e s e n te d  t o  P r e s b y te r y  f o r  
re v ie w . Upon ex am in in g  i t ,  t h e  h o r r i f i e d  co m m ittee  d is c o v e r e d  s in g u la r  
" p ro c e e d in g s "  b y  E ld e r  G eorge S . D o u g h e rty  whose b e h a v io r  i t  fo u n d  h ad  
b e e n  n o t o n ly  I r r e g u l a r  b u t  h ig h l y  d i s r e p u t a b l e  and  i n j u r i o u s  t o  th e  
c h u rc h . The in f o r m a t io n  r e v e a le d  was o f  so  " im p ro p e r"  a  n a tu r e  t h a t  
th e  com m ittee  recom m ended t h a t  t h e  p a g e s  o f  th e  m in u te  book d e a l in g  
w i th  th e  D o u g h e rty  c a s e  b e  ex p u n g ed . To p r e v e n t  h i s  m a t e r i a l  from  e v e r  
a g a in  com ing t o  t h e  l i g h t  o f  day  an d  c a u s in g  th e  d e n o m in a tio n  i r r e p a r ­
a b l e  shame and  e m b a rra ssm e n t, th e  o f f e n d in g  p a g e s  w ere  b u r n e d . One 
w onders w hat in f o r m a t io n  was so  s c a n d a lo u s  t h a t  t h e s e  men f e l t  o b l ig e d  
t o  d e s t r o y  o f f i c i a l  c h u rc h  r e c o r d s  t o  c o n c e a l  i t .
In  t h e  same y e a r  t h e  R ev . M r. W. L . M i l l e r  com pared  t h e  e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  i n  Texas w i th  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  denom ina­
t i o n s  . A t t h e  c lo s e  o f  th e  C i v i l  War o n ly  th e  G eorgetow n an d  A u s t in  
C hurches a f f i l i a t e d  w i th  th e  U .S .A . C h urch , and  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  d id  
n o t  s e r i o u s l y  a t te m p t  t o  ex pand  u n t i l  1 8 7 2 . The U .S .A . B o ard  o f  Home 
M is s io n s  w a i te d  t o  see  i f  th e  s o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch c o u ld  e f f e c ­
t i v e l y  e v a n g e l iz e  t h e  f i e l d .  I f  s o ,  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  w ou ld  n o t 
a t te m p t t o  i n t r u d e .  By way o f  c o m p a riso n , i n  1872  t h e  U .S . denom ina­
t i o n  h ad  o n ly  51  m i n i s t e r s  in  t h e  s t a t e  an d  tw e lv e  w ere w ith o u t  p a s t o r a l
"^Minutes o f  A p r il  8 , l 88 l ,  "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f  N orth
T exas, A p r il  1 8 , 1878-J u ly ,  1899?" 59* In  church p ap ers ( T r in i t y  U n i­
v e r s i t y  A r c h iv e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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c h a r g e s .  I t  c la im e d  92 c h u rc h e s ,  19 o f  -which h ad  v a c a n t  p u l p i t s ,  w i th  
a  t o t a l  m em bership  o f  2 ,9 1 4 .  I n  t h a t  same y e a r  th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  f i v e  m i n i s t e r s ,  t h r e e  c h u rc h e s ,  an d  168  com m unican ts .
The U .S .A . n a t i o n a l  b o a rd  a l s o  exam ined  th e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  
o f  t h e  U .S . C hurch  t o  d e te rm in e  w hat w ere t h e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  them  t o  
b r in g  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  t o  th e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e .  A t t h a t  t im e  th e  a v e r ­
ag e  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  o f  U .S . m i n i s t e r s  was $503 , b u t  t h e  a v e ra g e  i n  Texas 
was o n ly  $3 1 8 . H owever, t h e  r e a l  a v e ra g e  was s t i l l  l e s s .  Ten m in ­
i s t e r s  r e c e iv e d  $ 1 2 ,3 1 6  o f  t h e  $ 2 7 ,1 8 0  w h ich  was s p e n t .  When one s u b ­
t r a c t e d  th o s e  m i n i s t e r s  w i th o u t  p a s t o r a l  c h a r g e s ,  t h e  a v e ra g e  a n n u a l  
wage was $225* What was t h e  hope f o r  a  r e d r e s s  o f  t h i s  f i n a n c i a l  
p re d ic a m e n t i n  t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u tu r e ?  The U .S . B oard  o f  Home M iss io n s  
co m p la in e d  t h a t  27  p e r  c e n t  l e s s  money was c o n t r i b u t e d  i n  1872  th a n  t h e  
p r e v io u s  y e a r ,  y e t  from  fu n d s  a v a i l a b l e  t h i s  b o a rd  was e x p e c te d  t o  s u p ­
p le m e n t t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  150 m i n i s t e r s .  S ix  h u n d re d  f e e b l e  c h u rc h e s  
w ere d e p en d e n t on th e  fu n d , and  100  c h u rc h e s  w ere lo o k in g  t o  i t  f o r  a i d  
t o  b u i l d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  v a s t  work among t h e  c o lo r e d  p o p u la t io n  o f  
t h e  S o u th  h ad  t o  b e  f o s t e r e d  from  t h i s  s o u r c e .  The l a r g e  num ber o f  
c h u rc h e s  i n  T exas l a c k in g  p a s t o r s ,  th e  s m a l l  m em bersh ip  o f  a  g r e a t  
m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  f u n c t io n in g  c h u rc h e s ,  t h e  p o v e r ty  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  a n d  th e  
l a r g e  num ber o f  com m unicants s u sp e n d e d  from  c h u rc h  r o l l s  c o n v in c e d  t h e  
U .S .A . b o a rd  t h a t  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S . ,  was u n a b le  t o  c u l t i ­
v a te  t h e  f i e l d  a lo n e .
C o n se q u e n tly , a f t e r  1872  t h e  U .S .A . n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  b e g a n  to  
move i n t o  T exas w i th  b o th  men an d  m oney. By 1880 a n o th e r  co m p ariso n
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b e tw ee n  t h e  tw o c h u rc h e s  was p o s s i b l e .  I n  th a t -  y e a r  t h e  U .S . C hurch  
b o a s te d  86  m i n i s t e r s ,  o f  whom t e n  w ere w ith o u t p a s t o r a l  c h a r g e s .  I t  
h ad  153 c h u rc h e s ,  49  o f  w h ich  w ere v a c a n t ,  a n d  a  t o t a l  c h u rc h  member­
s h ip  o f  6 ,0 0 4 .  By 1880 th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  h ad  grow n i n t o  t h e  Synod 
o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,  w i th  27 m i n i s t e r s ,  t h r e e  o f  whom w ere w ith o u t  p a s t o ­
r a l  c h a rg e s ;  39 c h u rc h e s ,  none o f  w h ich  w ere v a c a n t ;  an d  1 ,1 0 3  m em bers. 
B etw een t h e  y e a r s  1872-1880  t h e  s o u th e r n  synod  h ad  g a in e d  106 p e r  c e n t  
i n  m em bers, n e a r l y  70 p e r  c e n t  i n  m i n i s t e r s ,  a n d  o v e r  66  p e r  c e n t  i n  
c h u rc h e s .  The U .S .A . Synod, on  th e  o th e r  h an d , g a in e d  520 p e r  c e n t  i n  
m i n i s t e r s ,  1 ,3 0 0  p e r  c e n t  i n  c h u rc h e s  a n d  666  p e r  c e n t  i n  m em bers.
U n f o r tu n a te ly  t h e  U .S . m i n i s t e r s  m isu n d e rs to o d  an d  r e s e n t e d  th e  
d e c i s io n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  t o  move in t o  t h e  s t a t e .  The R ev . Mr. 
M i l l e r  a d m it te d  t h a t  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  was n o t  w ith o u t  b lam e f o r  f r i c ­
t i o n  b e tw een  th e  tw o b r a n c h e s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  1880 tw o r i v a l  c h u rc h e s
1
e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  T exas tow ns o f  W e a th e rfo rd , G eorgetow n , G a in e s v i l l e ,  an d  
Coleman w here  o n ly  one c h u rc h  c o u ld  p r o s p e r .  T h is  s i t u a t i o n  c a u s e d  
deep a n im o s i ty  b e tw ee n  th e  U .S . an d  U .S .A . m i n i s t e r s ' i n  t h e s e  communi­
t i e s . '  T h is  was n o t  o n ly  a  w a s te  o f  money an d  e f f o r t  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  
b o th  b ra n c h e s  o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n , b u t  a  g r e a l  m o ra l l o s s  t o  P r e s b y te -  
r ia n i s m  i n  g e n e r a l .  Many i n d i v i d u a l s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e s e  com m unities  who 
m ig h t o r d i n a r i l y  have jo i n e d  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch w ere  r e p e l l e d  b y  
t h e  b ic k e r in g  an d  i n f i g h t i n g  among t h e  m i n i s t e r s .  As a  r e s u l t ,  many 
f o r s o o k  n o t  o n ly  P r e s b y te r ia n ! s m  b u t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  w e l l .
I t  was p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  in  P r e s b y te r i a n  ra n k s  p e r m i t t e d  
o th e r  e v a n g e l i c a l  c h u rc h e s  t o  f a r  o u t s t r i p  b o th  d e n o m in a tio n s  i n
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m e m b ersh ip . I n  1880 th e  U .S . Synod h a d  6 ,0 0 k  members w h ile  t h e  U .S .A . 
h a d  o n ly  1 ,1 0 3  com m unican ts . However, th e  M e th o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C hurch , 
S o u th  c la im e d  9 0 ,0 0 0  com m unican ts; t h e  S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t  1 0 0 ,0 0 0 ; th e  
C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  2 0 ,0 0 0 ; and  th e  C a m p b e ll i te s ,  a  s t r e n g t h  e q u a l  
t o  th e  C um berland  b r a n c h .  I t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  b o th  m a jo r  b ra n c h e s  o f
1At h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  h ad  s a d ly  n e g le c te d  t h i s  v a s t  an d  r i c h  s t a t e .  0 
I n  1885  t h e  C om m ittee on  Home M iss io n s  r e p o r te d  a d d i t i o n a l  
s t a t i s t i c s  on T exas P r e s b y te r ia n is m  t o  th e  U .S .A . S ynod . From A p r i l  1 , 
l 88h , t o  A p r i l  1 , 1885 , t h e  n a t i o n a l  B oard  o f  Home M is s io n s  s p e n t  
w i th in  t h e  bounds o f  th e  sy n o d  $ 2 3 ,3 1 2  e q u a l ly  d iv id e d  among th e  P re s b y ­
t e r i e s  o f  A u s t in ,  N o r th  T ex a s , and  T r i n i t y .  C o n tr ib u t io n s  from  Texas 
c o n g re g a t io n s  t o  t h i s  b o a rd  t o t a l e d  $758> o r  bX -2/3  c e n t s  p e r  member.
I n  c o m p a riso n , t h e  U .S . c h u rc h  members gave $ 3 ,5 9 1  d u r in g  th e  same 
y e a r  t o  t h e i r  s u s t e n a t i o n  a n d  e v a n g e l i s t i c  fu n d ,  an  a v e ra g e  o f  I 5 - I / 5  
c e n t s  p e r  member. The U .S . j u d i c a t o r y  c o n t r i b u te d  an  a v e ra g e  o f  $9 . 6 1  
p e r  member f o r  p a s t o r s 1 s a l a r i e s  an d  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  e x p e n se s  a s  c o n ­
t r a s t e d  w i th  $ 9 -6 7  p e r  member f o r  t h e  U .S .A . Synod. The s y n o d ic a l  com­
m i t t e e  d e c la r e d  t h a t  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  w ere c r e d i t a b l e  t o  t h e  U .S .A . mem­
b e r s h ip  c o n s id e r in g  t h a t  t h e  o th e r  sy n o d  o c c u p ie d  th e  l a r g e r  tow ns an d  
w e a l t h i e r  f i e l d s  i n  th e  s t a t e .
1 fi
S t .  L o u is  E v a n g e l i s t ,  M arch, l 88 l ;  S t a t i s t i c s  an d  P r e s b y te r y  
R o l l s ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  
t h e  USA, V I (New Y ork : P r e s b y te r i a n  B oard  o f  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  1880X
W - W - '
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H owever, t h i s  e v a lu a t io n  c o u ld  n o t  d i s g u i s e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m a in ­
te n a n c e  o f  t h e  Texas Synod was a  d r a in  on  t h e  n a t i o n a l  t r e a s u r y  o f  th e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . I n  f a c t ,  t h e  com m ittee  a d m it te d  t h a t  f a r  to o  
many c o n g re g a t io n s  e x p e c te d  money l i k e  manna from  h eav e n  to  r a i n  down 
from  th e  n a t i o n a l  b o a rd s ,  an d  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  th e y  saw l i t t l e  n e e d  to  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  own c h u r c h e s . M in is te r s  co m p la in e d  
a b o u t th e  d ev o u t C h r i s t i a n  who h ad  h i s  hands so  t i g h t l y  c la s p e d  in  
p r a y e r  he c o u ld  n o t g e t  them  u n c la s p e d  i n  tim e  t o  d rop  money i n t o  th e  
c o l l e c t i o n  p l a t e . T h e  com m ittee  n o te d  i n  1886 t h a t  t h e  n a tio n w id e  
U .S .A . m em bership  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  B oard  o f  Home M is s io n s  an  a v e ra g e  
o f  $ 1 .1 8  a n d  f o r  m i n i s t e r s '  s a l a r i e s  a n d  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  e x p e n se s  
$ 1 1 .5 ^  p e r  com m unican t. I t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  i n  g iv i n g ,  T exas P re s b y ­
t e r i a n s  f e l l  f a r  s h o r t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e . T hey, how ever, more 
n e a r l y  a p p r o a c h e d , th i s  a v e ra g e  i n  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  th a n  i n  
d o n a t io n s  t o  th e  m is c e l la n e o u s  b o a rd s  o f  th e  d e n o m in a tio n .
I n  1885 a  d i s p u te  b ro k e  o u t  b e tw ee n  t h e  U .S . an d  U .S .A . denom i­
n a t io n s  in v o lv in g  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  a t t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  R ev. Mr. H enry  S . 
L i t t l e ,  S y n o d ic a l  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  Home M is s io n s ,  U .S .A . In  A ugust 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  O b se rv e r , a  U .S . P r e s b y te r i a n  n ew sp ap e r, p u b l i s h e d  an  
u n s ig n e d  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Whose Ox i s  g o re d ? "  i n  w h ich  t h e  f o l lo w in g  
c h a rg e  a p p e a re d :
^ M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r 2 k ,  1885 , "M inu tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , I 8 7 8 - I 9OO," 
176 , l 8 l -8 4 .
PO
M inutes o f  O ctober 30 , 1885 , i b i d . ,  23 6 .
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I n  1876  th e  p r e s b y te r y  o f  C e n t r a l  T ex a s, i n  c o n n e c t io n  
w i th  t h e  S o u th e rn  G e n e ra l A ssem bly , o r g a n iz e d  a  c h u rc h  in  
Brown C ounty , T e x a s , t h e  name (we th i n k )  known in  t h e  M in u tes  
a s  " S a l t  S p r in g ,"  an d  s e n t  i t  t o  a  p r e a c h e r  who s e r v e d  i t  
once  a  m on th , i n  t h e  y e a r  1882, D r . L i t t l e ,  " th e  a g e n t  o f  t h e  
N o r th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  B o ard  o f  Home M is s io n s , f o r  su c h  w o rk ,"  
a p p ro a c h e d  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n s  a n d  p e o p le  o f  t h a t  c h u rc h  w ith  a 
p r o p o s i t i o n .  I t  was r e p r e s e n t e d  t o  them  t h a t  o r g a n ic  u n io n  
w ould  soon  b e  e f f e c t e d ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  was no lo n g e r  
r e a s o n  f o r  a d h e r in g  t o  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  C e n t r a l  T e x a s . Then 
th e  o f f e r  was made t o  them , t h a t  i f  t h e y  w ou ld  t r a n s f e r  t h e i r  
c o n n e c t io n  t o  t h e  N o r th e rn  A ssem bly , i t s  B o ard  o f  M iss io n s  
w ould  f u r n i s h  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  money n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  e r e c ­
t i o n  o f  a  c h u rc h  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  p e o p le  r a i s i n g  o n e - f o u r th .
The d eed  t o  t h e  hou se  was ta k e n  i n  th e  name o f  th e  B o ard  o f  
M iss io n s  o f  New Y ork, an d  a  p r e a c h e r  b y  th e  name o f  M cC le l­
la n d  was s e n t  t o  p r e a c h  t h e r e  s t a t e d l y .
I n  1885 t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  C e n t r a l  T exas s e n t  one o f  i t s  
num ber t o  lo o k  a f t e r  i t s  i n t e r e s t s  in  Brown C o u n ty . When he 
a r r i v e d ,  th e  p e o p le  t o l d  him th e s e  f a c t s  a n d  ad d ed : "The
N o r th e rn  A ssem bly  has f u r n i s h e d  u s  a  h o u se , so  t h a t  we now 
h ave  a  c h u rc h  home, an d  i s  f u r n i s h in g  us a p r e a c h e r .
T hese  s ta te m e n ts  w ere  c o n v in c in g ly  and  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  r e p u d ia te d  
b y  L i t t l e  i n  a l e t t e r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  same n e w s p a p e r .^  To th e s e  
" f a l s e  im p re s s io n s "  an d  " i n j u r i o u s  a s p e r s io n s "  t h e  in d ig n a n t  members o f  
t h e  Synod T ex a s , U .S .A .,  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e i r  c h u rc h  was n o t  i n  T exas a s  
a  " n o r th e r n "  c h u rc h , b u t  was t h e r e  t o  p r o s e c u te  th e  w ork begun  b y  th e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  W ar. T h ere  was no a t te m p t  t o  ta k e  
a c h u rc h  from  t h e  o th e r  d e n o m in a tio n  b y  b r i b e r y ,  and  t h e  body  c o r d i a l l y  
e n d o rs e d  th e  work o f  i t s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . I t  h ad  b een  th e  p o l i c y  o f  th e  
n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  t o  o ccu p y  d e s t i t u t e  f i e l d s ,  l e f t  h o p e l e s s ly  v a c a n t  b y  
th e  s o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , an d  t o  o r g a n iz e  by  i n v i t a t i o n ,
21C h r l s t i a n  O b se rv e r , A ugust 2 6 , 1 8 8 5 .
22I b i d . ,  S ep tem ber 2 3 , 1 8 8 5 .
93
c h u rc h e s  i n  c e r t a i n  c i t i e s  -where t h e r e  -was room f o r  a se c o n d  c o n g re g a ­
t i o n . 2^ The a f f a i r  en d ed  w i th  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  b y  th e
2kU .S .A . Synod i n  i t s  s e m i - o f f i c i a l  n e w sp a p e r. Such  p e t t y  s q u a b b le s  
and  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s  w ere l i k e l y  t o  r e c u r  a s  lo n g  a s  t h e r e  w ere  two 
P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  e v a n g e l iz in g  th e  same f i e l d .
I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1886 th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  a p p o in te d  a  fo u r-m an  
co m m ittee  w i th  t h e  R ev . M r. B. T . M c C le lla n d  a s  c h a irm an  t o  w r i t e  i t s  
h i s t o r y . ^  The s o - c a l l e d  h i s t o r y 2^ p ro v e d  t o  be  an  u n im a g in a t iv e  co p y ­
in g ,  w ord  f o r  w ord o f  s e l e c t e d  ite m s  from  t h e  m in u te s  o f  t h e  A u s t in  
P r e s b y te r y .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  th e  w r i t e r s  ch o se  th e  m ost u n im p o r ta n t  and  
u n i n t e r e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l  and  c a r e f u l l y  s c r e e n e d  o u t  w hat l i t t l e  in fo rm a ­
t i o n  t h e r e  was t h a t  m ig h t have b e e n  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  th e  la y m an . T h is  
p e d e s t r i a n  w ork was a l l  t h e  m ore u n f o r tu n a t e  b e c a u se  t h e  men who com­
p o s e d  i t  h e lp e d  b u i l d  th e  c h u rc h  i n  T exas when th e  s t a t e  was l a r g e l y  an  
u n p o p u la te d  f r o n t i e r  r e g io n .  Many a d v e n tu re s  a n d  a n e c d o te s  in v o lv in g
2^M inu tes o f  O c to b e r 2 k ,  1885 , "M in u tes  o f  th e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , 1878 - I 9OO," 
1 9 3 -9 5 .
2k
S t .  L o u is  E v a n g e l i s t ,  November 1 9 , 1 8 8 5 .
2^M inu tes o f  O c to b e r 3 0 , 1886 , "M inu tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
A u s t in  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , 1868 - 
1887 , "  355* I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r y ,  S an  A n to n io , 
T e x a s ) .
pk
B. T . M c C le lla n d , e t  a l . ,  " H is to r y  o f  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  
O r g a n iz a t io n ,"  1 -2 ^ .  I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( P r e s b y te r i a n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  
P h i l a d e lp h i a ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia ) .  [The a u th o r  d is c o v e re d  a  h a n d w r i t t e n  copy  
o f  t h i s  c h r o n ic le  i n  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  L ib r a r y  i n  
P h i l a d e l p h i a .  The docum ent was n o t  w o r th  t h e  t im e  s p e n t  i n  s e a r c h in g  
f o r  i t . ]
9k
p i o n e e r  m i n i s t e r s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  k n o w n  t o 1t h e  c h r o n i c l e r s ,  h u t  t h e y  
w e r e  s c r u p u l o u s l y  c a r e f u l  t o  i g n o r e  t h e m .
A momentous develo p m en t o f  t h e  l 8 8 0 's  was th e  u n p a r a l l e l e d  
d ro u g h t t h a t  s t r u c k  W est T exas i n  1 886 . For d eca d es  a f t e r  t h i s  e v e n t ,  
o ld - t im e r s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h in g s  t h a t  h ap p en ed  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  th e  
" d r o u g h t ,"  j u s t  a s  C i v i l  War v e t e r a n s  c i t e d  e v e n ts  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  th e  
w a r . I n  a  l i m i t e d  a r e a  i t  was a  c a t a s t r o p h e  e q u a l  t o  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n ' 
o f  t h e  C i v i l  War o r  t h e  I n d ia n  W ars. I t  e a rn e d  T exas t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  
a d e s e r t  c o u n t ry ,  a la n d  o f  r e l e n t l e s s  w inds an d  d r iv in g  d u s t .
A l t h o u g h  T e x a s  h a d  k n o w n  d r y  s p e l l s  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  d r o u g h t  o f  
1886 w a s  u n i q u e .  T h e  d r o u g h t  r e a l l y  b e g a n  i n  J u n e ,  1 8 8 5 . T h e  s p r i n g  
r a i n s  h a d  b e e n  f a i r l y  p l e n t i f u l  t h a t  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  e a r l y  c r o p s  o f  s o r ­
g h u m ,  c o r n ,  a n d  s p r i n g  g r a s s  h a d  b e e n  m a d e .  L a k e s ,  p o n d s ,  a n d  w a t e r  
h o l e s  w e r e  f i l l e d  f r o m  e a r l i e r  s h o w e r s .  T h e n  m o n t h  a f t e r  m o n t h  p a s s e d  
w i t h o u t  a  d r o p  o f  r a i n ,  b u t  w i t h  l i t t l e  a n x i e t y  s h o w n  u n t i l  J a n u a r y ,  
1 8 8 6 . A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  s u r f a c e  m o i s t u r e  h a d  g i v e n  o u t  i n  v a r i o u s  s e c ­
t i o n s  o f  W e s t  T e x a s .  B y  M a y  t h e  d r o u g h t  h a d  s p r e a d  i t s  w i t h e r i n g  h a n d  
o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  c o u n t r y .  G r a s s  f o r  t h e  s t o c k  w a s  s e a r e d  a n d  s t u n t e d ,  
a n d  w h e a t ,  o a t s ,  m i l l e t ,  p o t a t o e s  a n d  g a r d e n  t r u c k  w e r e  e i t h e r  d e a d  o r  
d y i n g .  O t h e r  c r o p s  s h o w e d  e q u a l l y  l i t t l e  p r o m i s e ,  b u t  h o p e  s t i l l  
l i n g e r e d .
A s  J u n e  s t r e t c h e d  i n t o  J u l y  w i t h o u t  p e r c e p t i b l e  r a i n f a l l ,  t h e  
p e o p l e s '  f a c e s  b e g a n  t o  w e a r  a  h a b i t u a l  h a u n t e d ,  a n x i o u s  e x p r e s s i o n .  
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n  p e o p l e  c o u l d  b e  s e e n  s c a n n i n g  t h e  s k y  d a y  a f t e r  
d a y  f o r  s o m e  s i g n  o f  a  b r e a k  i n  t h e  w e a t h e r .  B i l l o w i n g  w h i t e  c l o u d s
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w ould  fo rm  o n ly  t o  s a i l  m a j e s t i c a l l y  a c r o s s  th e  s k y ,  le a v in g  n o th in g  
b e h in d  sa v e  t h e i r  shadow s. As th e  ponds a n d  c r e e k s  d r i e d  u p , t h e  f i s h  
w ere e a s y  t o  c a t c h .  One had  h u t  t o  scoop them  o u t  b y  hand fro m  th e  mud 
h o le s  o r  s h r in k in g ;  s t r e a m s .
As th e  d ry  s p e l l  c o n t in u e d ,  i n d u s t r i e s  an d  l o c a l  im provem ents  
w ere p a r a ly z e d .  Im m ig ra tio n  c e a s e d .  Many d e s p e r a t e  f a m i l i e s  o f f e r e d  
t h e i r  h o r s e s ,  c a t t l e ,  t o o l s  and  la n d  t o  p ro v id e  money enough t o  su b ­
s i s t  o n , b u t  t h e r e  w ere no b u y e r s .  C a t t l e  b o g g ed  i n  mud h o le s  f i g h t ­
in g  t o  f i n d  w a te r .  F in d in g  none th e y  d ie d  b y  th e  th o u s a n d s .  P e o p le  
began  t o  le a v e  th e  c o u n t ry .  A t f i r s t ,  o n ly  a  few  o f  th e  l e s s  c o u r a ­
geo u s d e p a r te d ,  b u t g r a d u a l ly  t h e  e v a c u a t io n  to o k  t h e  fo rm  o f  a  p a n ic -  
s t r i c k e n  f l i g h t .  E n t i r e  s e c t io n s  w ere d e p o p u la te d  a s  i f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
w ere f l e e i n g  from  a  r a g in g  e p id e m ic . I t  was e s t im a te d  t h a t  p e rh a p s  a s  
much a s  h a l f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  o f  W est T exas e i t h e r  p e rm a n e n tly  o r  tem p o ­
r a r i l y  l e f t  t h e  r e g i o n . ^
Jo h n  Brown, a  U .S .A . m i n i s t e r  o f  th e  s m a l l  tow n o f  A lb an y  i n  
n o r th w e s t  T e x a s , d e s c r ib e d  th e  c o n d i t io n s  he saw a ro u n d  h im . The 
t i l l e r s  o f  t h e  s o i l  h ad  b e e n  a b le  t o  r a i s e  n o th in g  due t o  l a c k  o f  r a i n ,  
an d  t h e i r  d i s t r e s s  was p i t i f u l .  Y e t, a s  b a d  a s  c o n d i t io n s  w ere  t h e r e  
i n  S h a c k e l fo rd  C oun ty , th e  p e o p le  h ad  b een  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  and  h ad  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  f a l l  b ack  u p o n . I n  th e  a d jo in in g  
c o u n t ie s  o f  E a s t la n d ,  Young, a n d  S te p h e n s , h ow ever, th e  i n h a b i t a n t s
27
W. C. H o lden , "W est T exas D ro u g h ts ,"  The S o u th w est H i s t o r i c a l  
Q u a r te r ly ,  XXXII (O c to b e r , 1 9 2 8 ), 103-107*
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w ere m o s t ly  newcom ers who w ere p o o r  a t  th e  t im e  o f  t h e i r  a r r i v a l .
T h e i r  s u f f e r i n g  was i n d e s c r i b a b l e . The m i n i s t e r  c r i e d  t h a t  u n le s s  m as­
s i v e  a i d  came q u ic k ly ,  im a g in a t io n  c o u ld  n o t  p i c t u r e  t h e  m is e ry  t h a t  
w ould  r e s u l t .^ ®
Brown was s e l e c t e d  a s  a  member o f  th e  r e l i e f  .com m ittee o f  
S h a c k e l fo rd  C oun ty  t o  s o l i c i t  a i d  i n  C hicago  and  New Y o rk .: ' Upon a r r i v ­
in g  i n  C h ic ag o , he was b lo c k e d  b y  c o u n te rp ro p a g a n d a  o f  Texas r a n c h e r s .  
The r a n c h e r s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r  was e x a g g e r a t in g  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  
t h e  d ro u g h t .  He th e n  w en t t o  New Y ork , w here he e n l i s t e d  t h e  a i d  o f  
P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r s .  A gain  enem ies l i b e l e d  him a s  an  im p o s te r .  I n  
s p i t e  o f  d e te rm in e d  o p p o s i t i o n ,  he  was a b le  t o  s e n d  s e v e r a l  c a r lo a d s  o f  
s e e d  w heat t o  d e s t i t u t e  fa rm e rs  o f  S h a c k e l fo rd  C o u n ty . He s a i d  t h a t  
" p e rh a p s  one h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  f a m i l i e s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  W est a n d  N o rth w est 
w ou ld  r e q u i r e  a i d ,  more o r  l e s s ,  b e f o r e  n e x t  summer."^
The P r e s b y te r y  o f  N o rth  T exas n o te d  i n  A p r i l ,  1887 , t h a t  c h u rc h  
c o n s t r u c t io n  th ro u g h o u t  much o f  W est T exas h ad  h a l t e d  ow ing t o  th e  
d ro u g h t .  C o n t r ib u t io n s  w ere m eag e r, b e c a u s e  th o u s a n d s  o f  in d i v id u a l s  
w ere  l i v i n g  on n o th in g  sa v e  s t a t e  c h a r i t y  p a y m e n t s . 3 °  The f o l lo w in g  
y e a r ,  a l th o u g h  t h e  d ry  s e a s o n  h ad  en d ed , t h e  c o u n t ry  h ad  n o t  r e c o v e re d  
from  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  b l i g h t .  The same ag en c y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,  b e c a u se
ofl
S t .  L o u is  E v a n g e l i s t ,  A ugust 2 6 , 1886 .
^ H o ld e n ,  "W est T exas D ro u g h ts ,"  o p .  c i t . , 1 1 6 -1 8 .
•^M inutes o f  A p r il  2 2 , 1887 , "M inutes o f  t h e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
N orth Texas o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  o f  A m erica,
1878-1900 ,"  18 1 .
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many com m unicants had  f l e d  from  t h e  s t r i c k e n  r e g io n ,  many c o n g re g a t io n s  
h ad  p e r i s h e d ,  and  th e  nam es o f  t h e  c h u rc h e s  w ere s t r i c k e n  from  th e  
r o l l s . I n  some c a se s  t h e  c h u rc h  b u i ld in g s  a lo n e  re m a in e d  " a s  w i tn e s s e s  
o f  t h e  d e v o t io n  and  l a b o r  o f  th o s e  who h ave  gone to  o t h e r  s c e n e s ."
S t i l l  o th e r  c h u rc h e s  w ere  so  re d u c e d  by  th e  econom ic a d v e r s i t y  t h a t  
th e y  s t r u g g le d  t o  e x i s t . N e v e r th e le s s , t h e  p r e s b y te r y  was g l a d  t o  n o te  
t h a t  g r a d u a l ly  r e tu r n i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  was q u ic k e n in g  th e  l i f e  o f  t h e  
p l a i n s  and  b r in g in g  hope o f  b e t t e r  days t o  com e.3^
I n  t h e  summer a n d  f a l l  o f  1886 th e  ro a d s  le a d in g  to w a rd  th e  
e a s t  w ere crow ded  w ith  wagons f i l l e d  w i th  f l e e i n g  f a m i l i e s .  As t h e  d ry  
w e a th e r  c o n t in u e d  in t o  t h e  e a r l y  s p r in g ,  i t  a p p e a re d  t h a t  t h e  w in te r  o f  
1886 w ould b e  c o n t in u e d  i n  1887 . I n  M arch, 1887 ,  i n h a b i t a n t s  h e l d  m ass 
m e e tin g s  th ro u g h o u t  W est Texas t o  p r a y  f o r  r a i n .  Then i n  A p r i l  l i g h t  
show ers d o t t e d  v a r io u s  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  c o u n t ry ,  an d  i n  May a  g e n e r a l  
r a i n  b la n k e te d  th e  r e g io n ,  b r e a k in g  th e  d ro u g h t .  The d ry  w e a th e r  h ad  
l a s t e d  tw e n ty - th r e e  m o n th s—from  J u n e ,  1885 t o  May, 1 8 8 7 . ^
In  1887  th e  U .S .A . d en o m in a tio n  n o te d  t h a t  T exas c o n ta in e d  
1 9 6 ,3 8 0  Negro women o f  whom 1^-0, 2 8 5  w ere i l l i t e r a t e .  Moved b y  th e  
p i t i a b l e  c o n d i t io n  o f  so  v a s t  a num ber o f  h e l p l e s s  an d  ig n o r a n t  women, 
a s  w e l l  a s  b y  t h e  p ro m ise  o f  t h i s  g row ing  s t a t e ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  M ary A lle n  S em in ary  f o r  N egro g i r l s  
l o c a t e d  in  C ro c k e t t  i n  t h e  " b la c k  b e l t "  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  W hite c i t i z e n s
■ ^M inutes o f  A p r i l  20 , 1 8 8 8 , i b i d . , 2 03 .
^ H o ld e n ,  "W est T exas D ro u g h ts ,"  o p . c i t . ,  1 0 7 -1 0 8 .
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d o n a te d  la n d  f o r  th e  s c h o o l  an d  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a f o u r - s t o r y  b u i l d in g  
was begun  J a n u a ry ,  1886 . A N egro m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  R ev. M r. J .  B . S m ith , 
became p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T h is  b o a rd in g  s c h o o l  o f f e r e d  
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  h o u se k e e p in g , c o o k in g , d re s sm a k in g , m i l l i n e r y ,  and  o th e r  
u s e f u l  arts.83 g y  1892  t h i s  s c h o o l  h ad  f o u r t e e n  f a c u l t y  members an d
26k s t u d e n t s . 3^
In fo rm a t io n  on  th e  g e n e r a l  e v a n g e l i s t i c  work among t h e  c o lo r e d  
p o p u la t io n  i s  s k e tc h y  an d  in c o m p le te ;  h ow ever, a  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e  o f  
e v e n ts  e m e rg e s . I n  1885 t h e  C om m ittee on  Freedm en r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  
U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t a s i n g l e  c o lo r e d  e v a n g e l i s t  
o f  t h i s  d e n o m in a tio n  in  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  A labam a, o r  T e x a s . 
T h is  d e m o n s tra te d  an  u n f o r g iv a b le  n e g l e c t ,  b e c a u se  t h e s e  t h r e e  s t a t e s  
com bined h e ld  a  Negro p o p u la t io n  o f  1 ,6 U 4 ,7 7 8 . The co m m ittee  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  i n  tw o p la c e s  i n  T exas c h u rc h e s  f o r  c o lo r e d  p e o p le  c o u ld  a t  once 
b e  o r g a n iz e d  i f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  w ere w i l l i n g  t o  em ploy th e  men a n d  
means.35 j n 1888  t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U '.S .A ., n o te d  t h a t  th e  W hite  R iv e r  
P r e s b y te r y  h ad  o r g a n iz e d  a  c o lo r e d  j u d i c a t o r y ,  t h e  T exas P r e s b y te r y ,  
" In d e p e n d e n t ,"  t o  s u p e r v is e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  w e l f a r e  o f  th e  c o lo r e d
33 B oards and  P erm an en t C om m ittees , M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  USA, X ( P h i l a d e lp h i a ;  
MeCa11a & S ta v e ly ,  P r i n t e r s ,  1 8 8 6 ) , 2 4 1 .
o |l
B oards an d  P erm anen t C o m m ittees , i b i d . ,  XV ( 1 8 9 2 ) ,  3^7-
35M in u tes  o f  Ju n e  1 , 1885 , i b i d . ,  V II  ( 1 8 8 5 ) ,  6 8 3 .
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p o p u la t io n  o f  t h e  s t a t e . 3^ U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  "because t h i s  g ro u p  was 
au tonom ous, t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l  A ssem bly  do 
n o t  r e v e a l  th e  sco p e  o f  i t s  w ork . From i n d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e s  in  t h e  
r e c o r d s ,  i t  seem s t h a t  t h i s  p r e s b y te r y  was com posed o f  a  v e ry  s m a l l  
num ber o f  Negro e v a n g e l i s t s  an d  p e rh a p s  two o r  t h r e e  c h u rc h e s  e a c h  w ith  
a h a n d fu l  o f  co m m u n ican ts .
I n  1892  t h e  C om m ittee on  F reedm en r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  G e n e ra l Assem­
b ly ,U .S .A . ,  t h a t  i t  h ad  o n ly  tw e n ty  c o lo r e d  m i n i s t e r s  w o rk in g  in  K en­
tu c k y ,  T e n n e ss e e , M is s o u r i ,  an d  T e x a s . The o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  B o ard  o f  
Freedm en showed l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e s e  s t a t e s  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r .
W hether th e  d i f f i c u l t y  l a y  i n  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  to w a rd  N egroes 
o r  i n  o th e r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  th e  co m m ittee  c o u ld  n o t  s a y .  W hatever th e  
a n sw e r, i t  h ad  t o  b e  a d m it te d  t h a t  th e  e v a n g e l i z a t io n  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  
Negro r e p r e s e n t e d  a m arked  f a i l u r e  b y  th e  U .S .A . church.37 Such was 
t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  when i n  1895 th e  T exas P r e s b y te r y ,  " in d e p e n d e n t"  
e v i d e n t ly  fo u n d e r in g  in _ eco n o m ic  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  made a n  o v e r tu r e  t o  th e  
Synod o f  T ex a s , U .S .A ., f o r  a d m is s io n  a s  a  P r e s b y te r y  u n d e r  i t s  j u r i s ­
d i c t i o n .  T h is  m eant t h a t  c o lo r e d  c o n g re g a t io n s  w ou ld  b e  e n r o l l e d  i n  
th e  r e c o r d  book o f  th e  sy n o d , an d  N egro m i n i s t e r s  w ould  be  e n t i t l e d  to  
s i t  w i th  t h e i r  w h ite  b r e th r e n  a t  t h e  m e e tin g s  o f  t h i s  j u d i c a t o r y .  I n
^ M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r  2 7 , 1888 , "M in u tes  o f  th e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , I 8 7 8 - I 9OO," 
2 9 2 .
37M inutes o f  May 2 3 , 1892 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, XV ( I 8 92 ) ,  4 7 .
100
answ er t h e  sy n o d  n o te d  th e  s m a l l  num ber o f  c h u rc h  members i n  t h e  p r e s ­
b y te r y ,  and  s a i d  i t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  w ould  be  unw ise  t o  a d m it t h i s  
c h u rc h  c o u r t  i n t o  th e  sy n o d . I n s t e a d  i t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  b e s t  i n t e r ­
e s t  o f  th e  p r e s b y te r y  w ou ld  be  s e r v e d  b y  a t t a c h i n g  i t  t o  t h e  Synod o f  
M is s o u r i ,  U.S.A .3® A c tin g  upon  t h i s  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  Synod o f  
Texas i n  1897 r e q u e s te d  t h e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  t o  p e rm i t  a  p r e s ­
b y te r y  t o  a t t a c h  i t s e l f  t o  a n o th e r  synod  w i th i n  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  ev en  
th o u g h  t h a t  p r e s b y te r y  m ig h t be  w i th in  t h e  n a t u r a l  bounds o f  a n o th e r  
sy n o d . The n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  body  r e j e c t e d  th e  r e q u e s t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
p r e s b y t e r i e s  h a d  t o  be  p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  synod  
w i th in  whose b o u n d a r ie s  th e y  lay.39 T h is  a t te m p t  o f  th e  Synod o f  T exas 
t o  dump th e  T exas P r e s b y te r y  i n t o  th e  la p  o f  a s i s t e r  body h a v in g  
f a i l e d ,  th e  T exas b r e th r e n  r e f u s e d  t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  m a t t e r  f u r t h e r .
B a f f le d  an d  overw helm ed b y  i t s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  an d  f r o z e n  o u t o f  
th e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , t h e  T exas P r e s b y te r y  a p p a r e n t ly  d i s ­
i n t e g r a t e d ,  b e c a u se  no f u r t h e r  t r a c e  o f  i t  c o u ld  b e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  c h u rc h  
r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  p e r io d .  P e rh a p s  members o f  t h e  T exas P r e s b y te r y  m ig h t 
have a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e i r  f a t e  h ad  th e y  b een  a b le  t o  r e a d  th e  m in u te  book 
o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  P r e s b y te r y  i n  1 8 9 7 .
T h a t body  n o te d  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c o lo r e d  p o p u la t io n  o f  T e x a s :
•3®Minutes o f  O c to b e r  2 6 , 1895 , "M in u tes  o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas 
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , I 8 7 8 - I 9OO," 
klO.
M inutes o f  May 2 8 , 1897> M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, XX ( I 8 9 7 ) ,  1 3 2 . ■
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An a l i e n  r a c e  i s  among u s  In  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  i s  i n s e p a r a b ly  
among u s ,  w here n a t i v e  p r e a c h e r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and  l e a d e r s  a r e  
v e r y  l a r g e l y  u n w o rth y  an d  in c o m p e te n t ,  w here in f lu e n c e  i s  
n e v e r t h e le s s  v e ry  g r e a t .  The in f lu e n c e  o f  t h i s  p e o p le  upon 
th e  d e s t i n i e s  o f  t h e  R e p u b l ic ,  c i v i l l y ,  s o c i a l l y ,  an d  m o r a l ly  
a r e  f a r  g r e a t e r  th a n  we im a g in e . T h is  e v i l  in f lu e n c e  upon 
many o f  t h e  w h ite  r a c e  i s  v e ry  m a n i f e s t .  I n  T exas a t  l e a s t ,  
a n d  p ro b a b ly  e ls e w h e re  th e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  c r im in a l s  from  th e  
c o lo r e d  r a c e  I s  f a r  i n  e x c e ss  o f  t h a t  o f  t h e  w h i te .  Y et th e s e  
p e o p le  a r e  v e r y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  good i n f l u e n c e s . They a r e  
re m a rk a b ly  d o c i l e .  T h e i r  c a p a c i t y  f o r  good has  b een  demon­
s t r a t e d  v e r y  g r e a t l y .  As a  p e o p le  we a r e  n o t  d o in g  w hat we 
c o u ld  f o r  th e y  g r e a t l y  n eed  m o ra l e l e v a t i o n .  O nly th e  g o s p e l  
o f  C h r is t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  a c c o m p lish  t h i s .  The g o s p e l  a s  
ta u g h t  by  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  i s  t h e i r  e s p e c i a l  n e e d .^ 0
A lth o u g h  th e  members o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  P r e s b y te r y  w ish e d  T exas N egroes t o  
be  c o n v e r te d  t o  P r e s b y te r ia n is m ,  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  conveyed  t h e  im p re s s io n  
t h a t  t h e  members had  no b u rn in g  d e s i r e  f o r  a  c l o s e r  p e r s o n a l  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  w i th  t h e i r  b la c k  b r o t h e r s .
S o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  N eg ro es , how ever, h ad  o th e r  p ro b le m s . I n  
1906 t h e  C om m ittee on Freedm en r e p o r t e d  t o  th e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  
t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  o f  i t s  S o u th e rn  c o lo r e d  m i n i s t e r s  was a d i s ­
g r a c e  t o  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n . The a v e ra g e  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  d id  n o t  e x c e e d  
$325 o r  $350* W ith  t h e  a d v e n t o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  an d  o th e r  c h a n g e s , 
t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  in  t h e  S o u th  h ad  m a t e r i a l l y  i n c r e a s e d .  S in c e  t h e r e  
h ad  b e e n  no c o r re s p o n d in g  r i s e  i n  t h e  incom e o f  t h e  p r e a c h e r s ,  th e y  
w ere co m p e lle d  t o  t a k e  p o s i t i o n s  a s  s c h o o l te a c h e r s  w h ich  made them  l e s s  
e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  P e rh a p s  t h a t  was one o f  th e  r e a s o n s  th e
ii. 0
M in u te s  o f  A p r i l  13> 1897* "M inu tes o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
T r i n i t y  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , 
18 9 6 - 1906 , "  3 6 1 . In  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T exas A rc h iv e s ,  
A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .
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n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  b ad  so  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s  in  w in n in g  t h e  m ass
o f  th e  s o u th e r n  b la c k  p o p u la t io n  t o  i t s  s t a n d a r d s . ^  In  1906 th e  B oard
o f  Freedm en h ad  o n  i t s  r o l l s  222 m i n i s t e r s ,  369  c h u rc h e s  a n d  m is s io n s ,
an d  2 2 ,9 9 7  co m m u n ican ts . The b o a rd  a d m it te d  t h a t  o u t  o f  t h e  222 c o l -
kp
o r e d  m i n i s t e r s  o n ly  130 d e v o te d  t h e i r  f u l l  t im e  t o  p r e a c h in g .  Of 
a l l  th e  N egro c o n g re g a t io n s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ,  T exas h a d  o n ly  o n e , Mary 
A l le n  C h a p e l, w i th  35 co m m u n ican ts . The R ev . Mr. J .  B. S m ith , p r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  th e  Mary A lle n  S em in ary  was p a s t o r  o f  t h i s  c h u rc h  a t t a c h e d  t o  
Lo
t h e  s c h o o l .  J
Work among o th e r  m i n o r i ty  g ro u p s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  d u r in g  t h i s  
p e r io d  was n e g l i g i b l e .  I n  1889  t h e  U .S .A . Synod spoke  o f  t h e  d e s i r a ­
b i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s c h o o ls  f o r  M exicans i n  E l P aso  an d  E a g le
) ) ^
P a s s ; 44 b u t  a p p a r e n t ly  d id  n o th in g  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e
l a r g e  L a t in  p o p u la t io n  i n  th e  s t a t e ,  no S p a n is h - s p e a k in g  c o n g re g a t io n s
o f  r e c o r d  w ere  o r g a n iz e d  an d  no M exican  p a s to r s  e n r o l l e d .  Work was
begun  i n  a  s m a l l  way among th e  C zec h s, o r  Bohem ians b u t  m ore w i l l  be
s a i d  o f  t h i s  i n  th e  l a s t  c h a p te r .
k l  .
M in u te s  o f  May 2 1 , 1906 , M in u tes  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f
th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  VI ( P h i l a d e lp h i a :
O f f ic e  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly , 1 9 0 6 ) ,  ^ 3 * r
Jl O
A ppend ix , i b i d . ,  369 -JO .
^F o r ty - s e c o n d  A nnual R e p o r t o f  t h e  B oard  o f  M is s io n s  f o r  
Freedm en o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  USA ( n .p .  May 1907)* 3 8 .
^ M i n u te s  o f  O c to b e r  2 6 , 1889 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 
i n  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , 1878 - I 9OO," 
3 1 2 .
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The U .S .A . C hurch  d e m o n s tra te d  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  e d u ­
c a t i o n  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  num ber o f  acad em ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s . By 1889  t h e  
U .S .A . Synod h a d  a  g i r l s '  s e m in a ry  a t  G a i n e s v i l l e ,  The San A n to n io  
Academy f o r  boys i n  t h e  same c i t y ,  The G len B ose C o l l e g i a t e  I n s t i t u t e
i n  t h e  h am le t o f  G len f lo se , an d  D a n ie l  B aker C o lle g e  i n  Brown-wood.^5
.1
T hese  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a p p e a re d  t o  have  b e e n  b u i l t  th ro u g h  j o i n t  e f f o r t s  
o f  t h e  l o c a l  com m unity and  th e  U .S .A . B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n .  A lth o u g h  th e  
d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o t h e r  s c h o o ls  was d is c u s s e d  from  tim e  t o  
t im e ,  t h e s e  w ere  t h e  o n ly  o n es  fo u n d e d  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .
C o n s id e r in g  th e  m eager r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch  i n  T e x a s , t h e  wisdom o f  e r e c t i n g  a s  many i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  
l e a r n in g  may be q u e s t io n e d .  Had t h e  c h u rc h  b u i l t  one s c h o o l  an d  p o u re d  
a l l  i t s  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n t o  m aking i t  an  o u ts ta n d in g  academ ic 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b o th  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  and  th e  s t a t e  m ig h t have b e n e f i t e d  
f a r  m o re . L ik e  o th e r  d e n o m in a tio n s ,  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  y i e ld e d  t o  t h e  
te m p ta t io n  o f  fo u n d in g  num erous s e m in a r ie s ,  a c a d e m ie s , a n d  c o l l e g e s  
w ith o u t  c o n s id e r in g  how th e y  c o u ld  b e  s u p p o r te d .  I n  T exas a s  w e l l  as  
o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  l e d  t o  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  academ ic  
m e d io c r i t y .
S in c e  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n s  o f  th e  U .S .A . C hurch  
i n  T exas w ere l o c a t e d  i n  p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  o ne  m ig h t have 
e x p e c te d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  w ou ld  b e  e x e r c i s e d  
a b o u t t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s .  D is a p p o in t in g ly ,  t h e  c h u rc h
^ M in u te s  o f  O ctober 2 6 , 1889 , i b i d . ,  313*
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r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  p ro v id e  no h i n t  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  w ere e i t h e r  
aw are  o f  o r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  re fo rm  movement sw eep in g  r u r a l  A m erica .
I t  was n o t  fro m  a  l a c k  o f  a r t i c u l a t e n e s s  b e c a u se  th e  c h u rc h  r e c o r d s  
w ere f i l l e d  w i th  f u lm in a t io n s  a g a i n s t  demon rum , an d  s i m i l a r  s u b j e c t s .  
I n d e e d ,  a t  t h e  h e ig h t  o f  t h e  p e r io d  o f  fa rm e r  u n r e s t ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  
w ere w orked up a b o u t e v i l s  f o r  w h ich  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s i b l y  hope t o  
e f f e c t  r e m e d ie s . F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  1891  t h e  Synod o f  T exas p a s s e d  an  
in d ig n a n t  r e s o l u t i o n  d en o u n c in g  th e  s la v e  and  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  i n  t h e  
B e lg ia n  C o n g o .^  Then i n  1896  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  b y  a  s ta n d in g  
unanim ous v o te  a d o p te d  a  s ta te m e n t  w h ich  s a i d  i n  p a r t :  "W hereas, news
h a s  r e a c h e d  t h i s  P r e s b y te r y  o f  th e  c r u e l  s u f f e r i n g s  o f  p e r s e c u te d  
A rm e n ia n s ."  The body  m ost e a r n e s t l y  im p lo re d :  "The God o f  n a t io n s  t o
* * v!
s e c u r e  f o r  them  p r o t e c t i o n  from  th e  w ick ed  w rongs th e y  a r e  s u f f e r ­
in g .  "^7  One w ou ld  n o t  e x p e c t  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  t o  m eddle i n  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s  
o r  t o  e n d o rs e  an y  p a r t i c u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  p ro g ra m . N e v e r th e le s s ,  i f  
t h e y  c o u ld  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  r e g a r d in g  th e  s l a v e  and  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  o f  
an  E uropean  c o lo n y  i n  A f r i c a ,  one m ig h t l o g i c a l l y  e x p e c t  them  t o  show 
some a w a re n e ss  o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  a ro u n d  th em .
A lth o u g h  m i n i s t e r s  w ere  o b l iv io u s  t o  t h e  econom ic p ro b lem s 
w h ich  b e s e t  t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  th e  T exas Synod, U .S .A .,  was n e v e r th e ­
l e s s  aw are o f  s e r io u s  i n t e r n a l  p ro b le m s . Owen R ie d y , t h e  s o u rc e  o f  one
^ M i n u te s  o f  O c to b e r  31 / 1891 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , 1878 - I 9OO," 
3 7 0 .
i i .7
M inutes o f  A p r il  3 / 1895 / "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
A u stin  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  A m erica,
1895 -1 9 0 0 ,"  1 3 .
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p ro b le m , was b o rn  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  D u tch  p a r e n t s  i n  H e id le b e rg  T ow nship , 
L eh ig h  C ounty  i n  e a s t e r n  P e n n s y lv a n ia  on S ep tem b er 16 , 1 8 2 7 . A t f o u r ­
t e e n  y e a r s  o f  age he made a  p u b l i c  c o n f e s s io n  o f  h i s  f a i t h  a n d  jo in e d  
t h e  German Reform  C hurch  in  H e id le b e rg  T ow nsh ip . A f t e r  p r e p a r a t o r y  
t r a i n i n g ,  i n  1853 R ie d y  e n t e r e d  th e  sophom ore c l a s s  o f  L a f a y e t t e  C o l­
l e g e .  An o u ts ta n d in g  s tu d e n t  o f  la n g u a g e s ,  i n  1856  he -was g r a d u a te d  
w i th  h ig h  h o n o r s .
E n te r in g  th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  o f  P r in c e to n  in  t h e  f a l l  o f  
t h e  same y e a r ,  R ie d y  to o k  th e  f u l l  t h r e e - y e a r  c o u r s e —g r a d u a t in g  in  
1859* G oing t o  S o u th  C a r o l in a ,  he becam e a  t u t o r  i n  th e  f a m i ly  o f  Ben 
B o s t ic k .  When th e  C i v i l  War b ro k e  o u t  he h u r r i e d l y  r e tu r n e d  t o  th e  
N o r th , w here he  to o k  g r a d u a te  s t u d i e s  a t  P r in c e t o n .  T hen , o n  J a n u a ry  7 ,  
1 862 , th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  C e n t r a l  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  U .S .A .,  l i c e n s e d  him t o  
p r e a c h .  M oving t o  B ro o k ly n , he d iv id e d  h i s  t im e  b e tw een  t e a c h in g  
S ch o o l an d  la b o r in g  i n  a  s m a l l  m is s io n a r y  c h u rc h ,
R ie d y  s e rv e d  a s  a  p r i v a t e  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  arm y from  N ovem ber,
1862 u n t i l  O c to b e r , 1863  d u r in g  w h ich  tim e  he  was s t a t i o n e d  i n  New 
O r le a n s .  T h e re ,  on  A p r i l  1 ^ , 18 6 ^ , he  was o r d a in e d  b y  an  e c c l e s i a s t i ­
c a l  c o u n c i l  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . S in c e  t h i s  com m ission  was 
e v i d e n t l y  an  i r r e g u l a r  b o d y , th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  l a t e r  q u e s t io n e d  
R ied y * s  m i n i s t e r i a l  s t a t u s .  From May 6 , 186U t o  A p r i l  1 0 , 1866 he 
o c c u p ie d  t h e  p o s t  o f  c h a p la in  t o  a U .S . re g im e n t s t a t i o n e d  i n  th e
io6
l i f lC re s c e n t C i t y .  A c c o rd in g  t o  a n o th e r  s o u r c e ,  he r o s e  t o  th e  r a n k  o f  
C a p ta in  o f  t h e  126 R e g im e n t.^ 9
I n  1866 R ie d y , h y  th e n  o u t  o f  th e  s e r v i c e ,  e n r o l l e d  i n  a  P r e s ­
b y te r y  o f  New O rle a n s  made up o f  t h r e e  m i n i s t e r s .  I t  h ad  b een  o r g a ­
n iz e d  d u r in g  t h e  w ar b y  th e  O ld S c h o o l, U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . W ith  an  
a n n u a l s a l a r y  o f  $6 0 0 , he was s e n t  a s  a m is s io n a r y  t o  t h e  com m unity o f  
G re tn a , a  tow n com posed o f  P r o t e s t a n t  and  C a th o l ic  G erm ans, l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  w e s te rn  ban k s o f  t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  R iv e r ,  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i te  New 
O r le a n s .  L a b o rin g  t h e r e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  he g a th e r e d  a  c o n g re g a t io n  o f  
t h i r t y - t h r e e  m em bers. T h is  c o n g re g a t io n  was r e c e iv e d  i n t o  th e  New 
O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S .A .,  .August 2 0 , 1 8 7 2 . Then f o r  some u n e x p la in e d  
r e a s o n  th e  new p r e s b y te r y ,  i n  May, l873> s e v e re d  i t s  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  
t h e  G re tn a  C hurch . A f t e r  s u r v iv in g  f o r  some y e a rs  a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t 
c o r p o r a t io n ,  named t h e  E v a n g e l ic a l  P r o t e s t a n t  German C hurch , t h e  G re tn a  
C hurch was f i n a l l y  d i s s o lv e d  in  l8 8 0 .^ °  A n o th e r  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h  
was l a t e r  o r g a n iz e d  i n  t h i s  same com m unity b y  th e  R ev . M r. J .  C.
B a r r ^1 an d  p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  
o f  th e  s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , b u t  t h a t  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  I n  
C h a p te r  V I I .
llfl^ N e c r o lo g ic a l  R e p o rt o f  P r in c e to n  S em in ary , I I I  (May 6 , 1905)> 
3 05 j New O rle a n s  D a l ly  P ic a y u n e , November 5* 190^ .
^ L o u i s  V oss, P r e s b y te r ia n is m  i n  New O rle a n s  a n d  A d ja c e n t 
P o in ts  (New O r le a n s :  P r e s b y te r i a n  B oard  o f  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  L o u is ia n a
Synod, 1 9 3 1 ) , 375-
5° I b i d . ,  3 7 5 -7 6 .
^ New O rle a n s  Tim es P ic a y u n e ,  S ep tem ber 2 6 , 1905•
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Owing t o  t h e  c o n fu s io n  o f  th e  C i v i l  W ar, t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s ­
b y te r y  d id  n o t  come u n d e r  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  (O ld  S c h o o l)  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  u n t i l  1867* T h is  P r e s b y te r y  was th e n  com posed o f  f i v e  m in ­
i s t e r s ,  t h r e e  c h u rc h e s ,  and  173 com m unican ts . A lth o u g h  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
r e p o r t  does n o t  name t h e  c le rg y m en , Owen R ied y  was u n d o u b te d ly  among 
t h e i r  n um ber . ^  The names o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y ­
t e r y  w ere l i s t e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  1870 . R ie d y  was among th o s e  
e n r o l l e d ,  b u t  no c h u rc h  was l i s t e d  u n d e r  h i s  n a m e T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s  he  c o n t in u e d  t o  b e  m e n tio n e d  a s  a member o f  t h i s  j u d i c a ­
t o r y ,  b u t  he re m a in e d  w ith o u t a  p a s t o r a l  c h a rg e .  Then i n  1877 d i s s e n ­
s io n  r e n t  t h e  E v a n g e l ic a l  L u th e ra n  C hurch  on  M ilam  S t r e e t .  A num ber o f  
members b ro k e  away a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  an  in d e p e n d e n t c h u rc h , c h o o s in g  Owen 
R ie d y  a s  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r .5 ^  i n  1879 t h i s  n e w ly -fo rm e d  c o n g r e g a t io n  was 
l i s t e d  u n d e r  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S .A .,  w h ich  was th e n  u n d e r  
t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T e n n e ss e e . R ie d y  was g iv e n  th e  t i t l e  
o f  " P a s to r  E l e c t , "  w h ich  m ean t t h a t  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  had  c h o sen  him
52The A g g re g a te  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a l  R e p o r ts  f o r  1867 , M in u te s  o f  
t h e  G eneral- A ssem bly  o f  t h e  (O ld  S c h o o l)  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica from  A. D. 1865  t o  A. D. 1869 , I n c lu s i v e  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a : P r e s b y te r i a n  B o ard  o f  P u b l i c a t i o n  an d  S a b b a th  S c h o o l
Work, 1869 ) ,  31A.
^ s t a t i s t i c a l  R e p o r ts  o f  t h e  Synods an d  P r e s b y t e r i e s ,  M in u te s  
o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  USA, I  ( 1 8 7 0 ) ,
15 k
J W illia m  R. K onrad , "The D im in ish in g  I n f lu e n c e s  o f  German C u l­
t u r e  in  New O rle a n s  L i f e  S in c e  1865 , "  L o u is ia n a  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r te r ly ,  
XXIV (O c to b e r , 1 9 ^ 1 ), l b ^ - k 6 .
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t o  f i l l  th e  p u l p i t .  The p r e s b y te r y  h ad  n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  i n s t a l l e d  him  a s
p a s t o r . 55
As t h e  y e a r s  ad v an c ed  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  New O r le a n s ,  U .S .A .,  
s t e a d i l y  d im in is h e d  i n  s t r e n g t h .  A num ber o f  th e  c h u rc h e s  t h a t  h ad  
b e e n  o r g a n iz e d  e a r l i e r  d i s i n t e g r a t e d ,  an d  th e  d is c o u ra g e d  m i n i s t e r s  
d r i f t e d  away fro m  L o u is ia n a  t o  f i n d  more f r u i t f u l  f i e l d s .  C onse­
q u e n t ly ,  i n  1880 th e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  d i s s o lv e d  t h i s  c o u r t  an d  
a t t a c h e d  t h e  re m a in in g  members t o  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  o f  t h e  Synod o f  
T e x a s , U .S .A . 56
B ie d y 's  c h u rc h , known a s  The New O rle a n s  German P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch , h ad  f i f t y  com m un ican ts . R ied y  r e t a i n e d  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  " P a s to r  
E le c t"  u n d e r  t h e  A u s t in  j u d i c a t o r y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  p o s t ,  he was 
a p p o in te d  S t a t e d  S u p p ly  i n  tw o s m a l l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurches i n  G eorge­
tow n an d  T a y l o r s v i l l e .  He was t h e  o n ly  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h i s  d e fu n c t  P r e s ­
b y te r y  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  L o u is ia n a  t o  t r a n s f e r  i n t o  t h e  A u s t in  J u d ic a t o r y ,  
an d  h i s  New O rle a n s  c o n g re g a t io n  was t h e  o n ly  c h u rc h  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  t o  
be  e n r o l l e d . 5^  A lth o u g h  th e  a c c r e t i o n  o f  s t r e n g t h  t o  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 
was s l i g h t ,  i t  d id  g iv e  t h i s  c h u rc h  body  a  f o o th o ld  i n  t h e  Bayou S t a t e .  
I f  i t  h ad  so  d e s i r e d ,  i t  m ig h t h ave  u s e d  R ie d y 's  c o n g r e g a t io n  a s  a
5S t a t i s t i c a l  R e p o r ts  o f  Synods a n d  P r e s b y t e r i e s ,  M in u te s  o f  
t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, V ( l8 7 9 )»
9 6 8 .
56M in u te s  o f  May 3 1 , 1880 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  USA, VI (1 8 8 0 ) , 8 3 .
57^ ' S t a t i s t i c a l  R ecords o f  Synods and P r e s b y te r ie s ,  i b i d . ,  4 3 2 .
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"beachhead. T h rough  e n e r g e t i c  p r o s e l y t i z i n g  t h i s  h a s e  c o u ld  have b e e n  
expanded  an d  o th e r  c h u rc h e s  i n  s o u th e r n  L o u is ia n a  o r g a n iz e d .  The T exas 
b r e th r e n  to o k  l i t t l e  o r  no n o t i c e  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  f i e l d .  B ecause 
R ie d y 's  house  o f  w o rsh ip  was so  f a r  from  th e  o th e r  c o n g re g a t io n s  o f  th e  
T exas Synod, he seldom  a t t e n d e d  m e e tin g s  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  A u s t in  P re s b y ­
t e r y  o r  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s . The New O rle a n s  m i n i s t e r  an d  h i s  c o n g re g a ­
t i o n  w ere seldom  m e n tio n e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s ,  and  t h e  Texas 
p r e l a t e s  a p p e a re d  a lm o s t t o  have  f o r g o t t e n  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  U .S .A . 
i s l a n d  in  t h e  L o u is ia n a  s e a .
R ie d y 's  two S ta t e d  S u p p lie s  i n  G eorgetow n a n d  T a y l o r s v i l l e  w ere  
soon  ta k e n  from  him and  he was l e f t  w i th  o n ly  h i s  New O r le a n s  c o n g re g a ­
t i o n .  I n  1882 h i s  c h u rc h  ch an g ed  i t s  name t o  t h e  New O r le a n s  Im m anuel
qQ
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , an d  l a t e r  i t  was c i t e d  s im p ly  a s  t h e  Imm anuel 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch .
By 1892  P a s to r - E l e c t  R ie d y  had  b u i l t  up h i s  c o n g r e g a t io n  t o  75 
co m m u n ica n ts ,59 a n a  h i s  house  o f  w o rsh ip  a p p e a re d  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d .  In  
th e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e  y e a r s  s in c e  i t s  in c e p t io n ,  th e  Im m anuel c o n g r e g a t io n  
h ad  a c q u i r e d  f o u r  l o t s  o f  la n d  i n  New O r le a n s ,  a n d , f o r  r e a s o n s  u n e x ­
p l a in e d ,  i n  1892  R ie d y  h ad  th e  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  h i s  own nam e. 
A num ber o f  h i s  o u tr a g e d  com m unicants f i l e d  s u i t  i n  t h e  c i v i l  c o u r ts  o f
^ S t a t i s t i c a l  R e p o r ts  o f  Synods an d  P r e s b y t e r i e s , M in u te s  o f  
th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, V II  (1 8 8 2 ) ,
5 0
• ^ S t a t i s t i c a l  R e p o r ts  o f  Synods and  P r e s b y t e r i e s ,  M in u te s  o f  
th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  t h e  USA, XV ( 1 8 9 2 ) ,  
7 0 2 .
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L o u is ia n a  t o  r e p o s s e s s  t h e  la n d  t i t l e s .  I n  1898 t h e  Im m anuel c o n g re g a ­
t i o n  s e c u r e d  a  judgm ent a g a i n s t  t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  an d  the* l o t s  w ere 
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  h o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h . ^
A t l a s t  becom ing aw are o f  t h e  tu r m o i l  i n  L o u is ia n a ,  t h e  A u s t in  
P r e s b y te r y  c a l l e d  upon  R ie d y  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  th e  j u d i c a t o r y  t o  s ta n d  
t r i a l .  In  D ecem ber, 1897 ; he a p p e a re d  b e f o r e  th e  c h u rc h  t r i b u n a l ,  a n d  
f o u r  c h a rg e s  w i th  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  w ere l e v i e d  a g a i n s t  h im . He was 
a c c u s e d  o f  e x e r c i s in g  th e  f u n c t io n s  o f  an  o r d a in e d  m i n i s t e r  s in c e  1877 ; 
ev en  th o u g h  he  h ad  n e v e r  b een  o rd a in e d  b y  a n y  p r e s b y te r y  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  
U .S .A . C hurch  o r  an y  o t h e r  P r e s b y te r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n . He was f u r t h e r  
c h a rg e d  w i th  i l l e g a l l y  p o s s e s s in g  h im s e lf  o f  th e  l o t s  o f  la n d  b e lo n g in g  
t o  h i s  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  a n d  g r o s s l y  m is a p p r o p r ia t in g  c h u rc h  fu n d s  f o r  h i s  
own b e n e f i t .  I n  t h e  t r i a l ,  w h ich  to o k  p la c e  i n  D ecem ber, 1897; R ied y
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p le a d e d  " n o t  g u i l t y "  on a l l  c o u n t s .  E v id en ce  was th e n  p ro d u c e d  b y  b o th  
t h e  p r o s e c u t io n  an d  th e  a c c u se d  a c t i n g  th r o u g h  c o u n s e l .  The m i n i s t e r  
was p la c e d  on  t h e  w i tn e s s  s ta n d  an d  p e r m i t t e d  t o  an sw er a t  l e n g th  e v e r y  
i te m  o f  t h e  b i l l  o f  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  e v e ry  w ord  o f  h i s  te s t im o n y  b e in g  
t a k e n  down i n  s h o r th a n d .  A f t e r  b o th  s id e s  sum m arized  t h e i r  c a s e  t h e  
p r e a c h e r  was a s k e d  i f  he  b e l i e v e d  he h ad  b e e n  g iv e n  a  f a i r  t r i a l .
" A l l  I  c o u ld  a s k  f o r , "  he  a n sw e re d .
The members o f  P r e s b y te r y  w ere t h e n - p o l l e d ,  a n d  t h e • a g e d  
a c c u se d  was fo u n d  g u i l t y  on a l l  im p o r ta n t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  B e fo re
Im m anuel P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  v .  Owten R ie d y , C i v i l  D i s t r i c t  
C o u rt D ocket 529^+ ( C i v i l  C o u rt B u i ld in g ,  k21  L o y o la  A venue, New 
O r le a n s , L oui s i a n a ) .
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judgm ent was r e n d e r e d ,  t h e  c o u n s e l  o f  th e  d e fe n d a n t a s k e d  p e rm is s io n  t o  
r e a d  a  p a p e r .  When p e rm is s io n  was g r a n te d ,  h i s  a c t i n g  a t to rn e y -  
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  R ie d y  a d m it te d  h i s  g u i l t . The c u l p r i t  th e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he w ou ld  r e t u r n  t h e  c h u rc h  la n d  t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  th e  Im m anuel P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch . I f  th e  j u d i c a t o r y  w ou ld  show m ercy , he w ould  w ith d raw  
h i s  a p p e a l  a g a i n s t  th e  d e c i s io n  w h ich  he h ad  f i l e d  w i th  t h e  Synod o f  
T e x a s . The members o f  P r e s b y te r y  s a i d  t h a t  th e y  a g re e d  t o  t h e  p la n  p r o ­
p o se d  b y  th e  c o n v ic te d .  R iedy  e v i d e n t l y  e x p e c te d  t h a t  an  ag ree m en t h ad  
b e e n  re a c h e d  w hereby  he w ou ld  be r e i n s t a t e d  a s  a  m i n i s t e r .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  
judgm ent o f  t h e  c o u r t  was t h a t  he was su sp e n d e d  fro m  th e  m i n i s t r y ;  how­
e v e r ,  he was n o t  a c t u a l l y  d ep o sed , an d  hope was g iv e n  him t h a t  he m ig h t 
be  r e i n s t a t e d  i n  t h e  Im m anuel p u l p i t  i f  he p ro d u c e d  p r o o f  o f  re p e n ta n c e  
an d  re fo rm .
S e v e ra l  days l a t e r  th e  members o f  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  ch an g ed  t h e i r  
m in d s . The m i n i s t e r i a l  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw ee n  R ie d y  a n d  h i s  c h u rc h  w ere n o t  
o n ly  s e v e re d ,  b u t  th e  d e fe n d a n t was a l s o  o f f i c i a l l y  u n f ro c k e d  an d  
e x p e l l e d  from  th e  U .S .A . C hurch , " u n t i l  su c h  t im e  a s  he s h a l l  b r in g  
f o r t h  f r u i t s ,  m eet f o r  r e p e n ta n c e .
S in c e  a h a r s h e r  v e r d i c t  h a d  b een  r e n d e r e d ,  t h e  h a r a s s e d  c l e r g y ­
man r e in t r o d u c e d  h i s  a p p e a l  t o  Synod w h ich  a g re e d  t o  h e a r  i t .  The m in ­
i s t e r ,  s u p p o r te d  b y  c o u n s e l ,  a p p e a re d  t o  p r e s e n t  h i s  c a s e  i n  t h e  f a l l  
o f  1 8 9 8 . When t h e  Synod co n v en ed  i t s e l f  i n t o  a t r i b u n a l ,  t h e  p r e a c h e r 's
^ H lin u tes  o f  December 4 - 8 ,  1897.> "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
A u st in  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  o f  A m erica, 1895-
1900 ,"  3 3 -4 6 .
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c o u n s e l  r e a d  a  p a p e r  c i t i n g  a l l e g e d  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  e r r o r  w hereby  t h e  
a p p e l l a n t  c la im e d  he h ad  r e c e iv e d  an  u n f a i r  t r i a l .  The c le rg y m an  was 
b i t t e r  i n  h i s  co n d em n atio n  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y ,  
d e c l a r in g  t h a t  he was "a  man f a l l e n  among m u r d e r e r s ."  Among o th e r  
t h i n g s ,  he m a in ta in e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u n s e l  d e fe n d in g  him  b e f o r e  t h e  A u s t in  
P r e s b y te r y  h ad  no a u t h o r i t y  t o  a d m it t h a t  he was g u i l t y  o f  a n y  o f  th e  
c h a rg e s  l e v i e d  a g a i n s t  h im . He th e n  c la im e d  t h a t  he  had  b e e n  p ro m ise d  
u n o f f i c i a l l y  t h a t  i f  he r e tu r n e d  t h e  f o u r  l o t s  o f  l a n d  t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  
o f  t h e  Im m anuel C hurch  he w ould  b e  r e i n s t a t e d .  I n t r o d u c in g  p r o o f  t h a t  
t h e  p r o p e r ty  h a d  b e e n  r e tu r n e d ,  he c la im e d  t h a t  t h e  synod  s h o u ld  o v e r ­
r i d e  t h e  v e r d i c t  o f  t h e  l e s s e r  c h u rc h  c o u r t  and  r e i n s t a t e  him  i n  h i s  
p u l p i t  i n  New O r le a n s .  The p o o r  m i n i s t e r  was g u i l t y  o f  s e l f -  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  b e c a u se  i n  one b r e a t h  he c la im e d  t h a t  he  h ad  n e v e r  
a b sc o n d e d  w i th  t h e  c h u rc h  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  n e x t  he  d e c l a r e d  th e  
s t o l e n  p r o p e r ty  h ad  b e e n  r e tu r n e d ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  sy n o d  h ad  no c h o ic e  
b u t  t o  r e t u r n  him t o  h i s  c h u rc h .
Once a g a in  b o th  s id e s  a rg u e d  t h e i r  c a s e .  When a l l  t h e  e v id e n c e  
and  te s t im o n y  was i n ,  t h e  syn o d  v o te d  on a l l  th e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  e r r o r  
in t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  a p p e l l a n t  an d  s u s t a in e d  th e  judg m en t o f  t h e  A u s t in  
P r e s b y te r y .  R ie d y  was d ep o sed  fro m  th e  m i n i s t r y  u n t i l  he s h o u ld  p r e ­
s e n t  p ro o f s  o f  c o n t r i t i o n  an d  r e fo rm . T h is  c h u rc h  c o u r t  a d m it te d  t h a t  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r i a l  b e f o r e  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  h a d .b e e n  c o n d u c te d  i n
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an  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m an n er, b u t  i t  d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  a f f e c t e d  t h e
■62v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  v e r d i c t .
U n d e te r r e d  b y  t h i s  r e b u f f ,  R ie d y  a p p e a le d  h i s  c a s e  t o  th e  
U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  i n  i t s  a n n u a l  s p r in g  m e e tin g  i n  1 8 9 9 . H ere a t  
l a s t  t h e  a p p e l l a n t  won a  f a v o r a b le  ju d g m e n t. A j u d i c i a l  com m ission  
a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  A ssem bly  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  c o n c e rn e d  a d m it te d  t h a t  th e  
o r i g i n a l  j u d i c i a l  com m ission  a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  h ad  n o t  
b e e n  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th e  m a n d a to ry  p r o v i s io n  o f  t h e  
"Form o f  G overnm ent" i n  t h e  U .S .A . C o n s t i t u t i o n . F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  th e  
A sse m b ly 's  com m ission  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  th e  Synod o f  T exas e r r e d  in  s u s ­
t a i n i n g  th e  judgm ent o f  t h e  A u s t in  j u d i c a t o r y .  The f in d i n g s  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  com m ission  w ere r e v e r s e d ,  an d  th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  was 
o r d e r e d  t o  r e t r y  t h e  c a s e  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  p r o v i s io n s  o f  t h e  Book 
o f  D is c ip l in e
The i r a t e  members o f  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  d e te rm in e d  t h a t  
a n o th e r  t r i a l  w ou ld  b e  h e l d ,  an d  t h i s  t im e  i t  w ou ld  b e  c o n d u c te d  in  
su c h  a  f a s h io n  t h a t  t h e  s e n te n c e  c o u ld  n o t  b e  q u e s t io n e d .  C o n se q u e n tly , 
th e  R ev. Mr. H. F .  O lm stead , S t a t e d  C le rk  o f  th e  j u d i c a t o r y ,  w ro te  
R ied y  r e p e a te d  l e t t e r s  dem anding t h a t  he  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  c h u rc h  c o u r t  
an d  s t a n d  t r i a l .  I n  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  a c c u se d  bom barded th e  S t a t e d  C le rk
^ M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r 1 0 -1 1 , 1898 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  
T exas o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m eric a , 1878 -  
1 9 0 0 ,"  1+97-509.
^ M in u te s  o f  May 27 , l899> M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  XXII ( I 8 9 9 ) ,  127 .
I l k
■with l e t t e r s  b e g g in g  f o r  m ercy  and  p le a d in g  f o r  m ore t im e  t o  p r e p a r e  
h i s  d e f e n s e .  H owever, O lm stead , s p e a k in g  f o r  t h e  P r e s b y te r y ,  was 
in e x o r a b le  an d  c o n t in u e d  t o  demand t h a t  th e  New O rle a n s  m i n i s t e r  p h y s i ­
c a l l y  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y .
A f t e r  many d e la y s  a n d  p o s tp o n e m e n ts , t h e  se c o n d  t r i a l  to o k  
p la c e  in  G a lv e s to n  i n  S ep te m b er, 1900 . The P r e s b y te r y  e v i d e n t l y  t h i s  
t im e  was e x c e e d in g ly  c a r e f u l  t o  in s u r e  t h a t  t h e  l e g a l i t y  an d  c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  t r i a l  c o u ld  n o t  be q u e s t io n e d  l a t e r .  When t h e  t r i a l  
b e g a n , R ie d y  in t r o d u c e d  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  P r e s ­
b y te r y  i n  c o n v en in g  t h i s  t r i b u n a l ;  how ev er, h i s  o b j e c t i o n s  w ere o v e r ­
r u l e d ,  and  t h e  i n q u i s i t i o n  c o n t in u e d .  The d e fe n d a n t a t te m p te d  t o  
in t ro d u c e -  c e r t a i n  p ie c e s  o f  e v id e n c e ,  an d  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  many 
c o m p la in ts  a b o u t t h e  c o n d u c t o f  th e  t r i a l .  On t h e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  was e i t h e r  i r r e l e v a n t  o r  n o t c e r t i f i e d ,  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  r e j e c t e d  
m ost o f  h i s  e v id e n c e ,  and  i t  b ru s h e d  a s id e  h i s  many p r o t e s t s .  When th e  
a c c u s e d  was p la c e d  on  t h e  w i tn e s s  s t a n d ,  he made a num ber o f  p e r s o n a l  
- r e f l e c t io n s  a b o u t t h e  p r o s e c u to r ,  O lm stead , e v i d e n t l y  a b i t t e r  p e r s o n a l  
f o e .  He c r i e d  o u t ,  " I  know t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  body , t o  c o n v ic t  m e." 
When th e  p r e s b y te r y  was p o l l e d ,  a l l  t h e  c h a rg e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e fe n d a n t 
w ere  s u s t a i n e d ,  an d  he  was d e c l a r e d  g u i l t y  on a l l  c o u n t s .  The same 
g r im  s e n te n c e  was th e n  p ro n o u n c e d . R ie d y  was su sp e n d e d  from  t h e  P r e s ­
b y te r i a n  m i n i s t r y  u n t i l  he s h o u ld  g iv e  c o n v in c in g  p ro o f  o f  r e p e n ta n c e
i
fill
M inutes o f  August 1 4 , 1899-Septem ber 7> 1900 , "M inutes o f  th e
P r e sb y te r y  o f  A u s tin  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  o f
A m erica, 1 8 9 5 -1 9 0 0 ,"  7 4 -1 2 5 .
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A lth o u g h  R ie d y  a t te m p te d  t o  a p p e a l  t h i s  d e c is io n *  h i s  e f f o r t s  w ere 
w ith o u t s u c c e s s .
I n  A p r il*  1904* R ie d y  a p p e a le d  t o  th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  t o  be  
r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  The members d i s c u s s e d  th e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  c o n ­
s i d e r a b l e  l e n g th  o f  tim e*  th e n  b y  unanim ous a c t i o n  r e j e c t e d  i t .  They 
re s o lv e d *  a l s o  u n a n im o u s ly , t h a t  R iedy* i n s t e a d  o f  d e m o n s tra t in g  
r e p e n te n c e  h ad  b y  many l e t t e r s  t o  v a r io u s  members o f  t h e  group* showed 
q u i t e  t h e  o p p o s i te  s p i r i t .  A c c o rd in g ly *  he was n o t  o n ly  suspended*  b u t  
d ep o sed  from  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  The s e n te n c e  was d e c l a r e d  t o  be  
i r r e v o c a b le  &
T h is  unhappy  man d ie d  on November 4* 1904* i n  New O r le a n s .  I t  
was s a i d  t h a t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  m is f o r tu n e s  he h a d  s u f f e r e d  f o r  t h e  p r e ­
v io u s  few  y e a rs*  he  a t te m p te d  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  w o rld  a  b ra v e  an d  c h e e r ­
f u l  c o u n te n a n c e . The day  o f  h i s  f u n e r a l  was a  d re a ry *  d r i z z l i n g  f a l l  
d a y . The lo n e ly  b i e r  was c a r r i e d  to  t h e  c e m e te ry  acco m p an ied  b y  o n ly  a 
h a n d fu l  o f  l o y a l  f r i e n d s
I n  t h e  m eantim e* th e  Imm anuel P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch i n  New O rle a n s  
h ad  b een  d e m o ra liz e d  and  d i s o r g a n iz e d  o n  a c c o u n t o f  t h e  p r o t r a c t e d  
l i t i g a t i o n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p a y  o f f  th e  h e a v y  l e g a l  f e e s  in c u r re d *  th e  
c h u rc h  was d i s s o lv e d  a n d  t h e  p r o p e r ty  s o l d  w i th  t h e  p ro c e e d s  u s e d  t o
^ M in u te s  o f  A p r i l  21* 1904* "M inu tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
A u s t in  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica* 1900- 
1 9 0 6 ,"  2 5 4 -5 5 .
66 1
New O rle a n s  D a ily  P icayune*  November 5> 1904 .
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s a t i s f y  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  in c u r r e d .  C o n s e q u e n tly , i n  May, 1902 , 
t h e  c h u rc h  g a v e  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o f  i t s  o f f i c i a l  l i q u i d a t i o n . ^
W hether th e  h a r s h  t r e a tm e n t  i n f l i c t e d  upon R ie d y  was j u s t i f i e d  
i s  now im p o s s ib le  to  s a y .  R e g a rd le s s  o f  w h e th e r  he r e c e iv e d  h is  j u s t  
d e s s e r t s ,  h i s  .aaem ies p a i d  a h ig h  p r i c e  f o r  t h e i r  v i c t o r y .  The d e p o s i ­
t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r e l a t e  a n d  th e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  Imm anuel P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  e f f e c t i v e l y  e l im in a te d  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A ., from  th e  
e n t i r e  s t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  f o r  a  num ber o f  y e a r s .  The n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  
w ou ld  a g a in  b e  g iv e n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  th e  Bayou S ta t e  b y  th e  a c t io n s  
o f  a n o th e r  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  R ev. M r. J .  C. B a r r .
A few  days a f t e r  R ie d y 1s se c o n d  t r i a l  i n  S ep te m b er, 1900 a 
c a ta s t r o p h e  s t r u c k  G a lv e s to n ,  th e  home' o f  t h e  R ev . Mr. H enry  P . Y oung. 
Young was b o rn  i n  Germany i n  1817 an d  e m ig ra te d  t o  T exas i n  1846 t o  
l a b o r  among t h e  Germans b ro u g h t h e r e  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  P r in c e  
S o lm s. Two days a f t e r  la n d in g  a t  G a lv e s to n , R ev . Young p re a c h e d  t o  a 
com pany o f  o v e r  a th o u s a n d  who h ad  g a th e r e d  on  th e  b ay  s h o r e .  F o r  th e  
n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s  he p re a c h e d  t o  l a r g e  num bers a n d  h e ld  p r a y e r  m e e tin g s  
i n  homes i n  an d  a ro u n d  G a lv e s to n .
I n  18J+9 Young w ent t o  New B r a u n f e l s ,  a  German s e t t l e m e n t  w here  
h i s  p a r i s h  was v e ry  l a r g e ,  e x te n d in g  b e tw een  150  t o  200 m i le s  in  
d ia m e te r .  L ik e  o th e r  p io n e e r  p r e a c h e r s  o f  h i s  d ay , he ro d e  c i r c u i t
6*7'Im m anuel P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  L iq u id a t io n ,  C i v i l  D i s t r i c t  
C o u rt D o ck e t, 67739 ( C i v i l  C o u rt B u i ld in g ,  k21  L oyola A venue, New ; 
O r le a n s ,  L o u is ia n a ) ;  M in u te s  o f  Ju n e  19 , 1902 , "M inu tes o f  th e  P re s b y ­
t e r y  o f  A u s t in  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  
A m eric a , 1 9 0 0 -1 9 0 6 ,"  1 9 5 -9 7 .
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o v e r  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  ro a d s  a n d  t r a i l s  o f  T e x a s . War p a r t i e s  o f  I n d ia n s  
and  r o b b e r  b an d s  abounded  th ro u g h o u t  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  C o u n tle s s  b u f f a lo  
g a l lo p e d  a c r o s s  t h e  p l a i n s ,  and  l a r g e  p ack s  o f  w o lves s k u lk e d  i n  th e  
f o r e s t .  He o f t e n  h ad  to  f o r d  sw o lle n  s t r e a m s ,  an d  he f r e q u e n t l y  f a c e d  
d r iv i n g  r a i n  o r  snow . L ik e  o th e r  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  he h ad  t o  c a r r y  h i s  own 
c o rn  m e a l an d  b aco n  and  do h i s  own co o k in g  b y  th e  r o a d s id e .  Camping 
w here  n ig h t  fo u n d  him , he u s e d  h i s  s a d d le  a s  a p i l lo w  a n d  a s a d d le  
b l a n k e t  f o r  a  c o v e r l e t .
A f t e r  s i x  y e a r s  o f  su c h  w ork , he r e tu r n e d  t o  G a lv e s to n  and  
o r g a n iz e d  a German P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , l a t e r  known a s  t h e  S t .  P a u l 's  
German P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , t h e  f i r s t  German c h u rc h  o f  an y  d e n o m in a tio n  
o r g a n iz e d  i n  t h a t  c i t y .  I n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  h i s  c h u rc h , he a l s o  o p ened  
a  s c h o o l  w here he  ta u g h t  b o th  German and  E n g l is h .  H is w ork p ro s p e r e d  
g r e a t l y  i n  t h a t  s e a p o r t  c i t y  u n t i l  I t  was i n t e r r u p t e d  b y  th e  C i v i l  W ar. 
D u rin g  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  he  r e s i d e d  a t  a p o in t  h a l f  way b e tw een  New 
B ra u n fe ls  an d  San A n to n io , t e a c h in g  an d  p r e a c h in g .  A f t e r  t h e  w ar he 
r e tu r n e d  once a g a in  t o  G a lv e s to n , g a th e r e d  h i s  s c a t t e r e d  f l o c k  an d  
r e o r g a n iz e d  h i s  s c h o o l .
H is work f l o u r i s h e d  a g a in .  H is s c h o o l  h ad  a c o n s id e r a b le  
i n f l u e n c e ,  f o r  many o f  t h e  b u s in e s s  an d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men i n  T exas an d  
e ls e w h e re  r e c e iv e d  t h e i r  e a r l y  t r a i n i n g  h e r e .  The p h y s ic ia n s  a n d  s u r ­
geo n s who a t t e n d e d  him  i n  h i s  f i n a l  i l l n e s s  a l l  r e c e iv e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  
t r a i n i n g  i n  P a s to r  Young’ s s c h o o l .  I n  1885 t h e  s c h o o l and  c h u rc h , 
v a lu e d  a t  $ 1 0 , 00 0 , b u rn e d  b u t  th r o u g h  g r e a t  s a c r i f i c e  an d  l a b o r  b o th  
s t r u c t u r e s  w ere r e b u i l t .
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He v a s  one o f  th e  t h r e e  o r g a n iz e r s  i n  1868 o f  t h e  A u s t in  P re s b y ­
t e r y ,  an d  he was .a ls o  i t s  f i r s t  m o d e ra to r  an d  f i r s t  c o m m iss io n e r t o  t h e
68U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly . By 1900 S t .  P a u l 's  German C hurch h ad  a  mem­
b e r s h ip  o f  80 , ^  an d  th e  p a s t o r  d o u b t le s s  f e l t  t h a t  h i s  f i n a l  few  y e a r s  
w ould  b e  p a s s e d  i n  v ie w in g  w i th  t r a n q u i l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a  lo n g  l i f e t i m e  
f i l l e d  w i th  a d v e n tu ro u s  a c h ie v e m e n ts .
Such was t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f  a f f a i r s  when on t h e  m orn ing  o f  S a tu r ­
d ay , S ep tem b er 8 ,  1900 , th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  G a lv e s to n  awoke t o  a  day  made 
d r e a r y  b y  a  d a rk  o v e r c a s t  s k y . As t h e y  s a t  a b o u t t h e i r  b r e a k f a s t  
t a b l e s  t h a t  m o rn in g , many p r o b a b ly  n o t i c e d  on p age  t h r e e  o f  t h e  new s­
p a p e r  a  b r i e f  announcem ent a b o u t a t r o p i c a l  s to rm  in  t h e  G u lf o f  M exico . 
They h ad  b e e n  r e a d in g  a b o u t t h i s  d i s tu r b a n c e  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s . Formed 
som ew here in  t h e  w a te r s  b e tw ee n  S o u th  A m erica an d  A f r i c a ,  i t  h ad  
t r a v e l e d  f i v e  th o u s a n d  m i le s ,  c r o s s in g  J a m a ic a , Cuba, a n d  Key W est, 
F lo r id a  t r a v e l i n g  w e s t b y  n o r th w e s t . The l a t e s t  w e a th e r  a d v is o r y  
s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  f r i n g e  w inds o f  t h e  s to rm  h a d  done c o n s id e r a b le  damage 
on th e  M is s i s s ip p i - L o u i s i a n a  c o a s t ,  a n d  many com m unica tion  l i n e s  w ere 
down. I t  was b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  w ould  p ro b a b ly  s t r i k e  la n d  somewhere 
e a s t  o f  T e x a s , i f  i t  h ad  n o t  a l r e a d y  blow n i t s e l f  o u t  i n  th e  G u lf .
M in u te s  o f  November 1 , 1901 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  A u s t in  P re s b y ­
t e r y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , 1900- 
1 9 0 6 ,"  17^ - 7 6 ; M in u te s  o f  November 1 , 1901, "M inu tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  
T exas o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , 1900 -
1 9 0 6 ,"  4 8 -4 9 .
6q7S t a t i s t i c s  and P r e sb y te r y  E o l l s ,  M inutes o f  th e  G eneral
A ssem bly o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  I  ( 1900 ) ,  6 9 1 .
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The n o t i c e  o c c a s io n e d  l i t t l e  a n x i e ty  among t h e  to w n sp e o p le  o f  
G a lv e s to n .  They h ad  s u r v iv e d  many s to rm s .  In d e e d , h o u se s  a n d  s t o r e s  
w ere  e r e c t e d  on s t i l t s  s e v e r a l  f e e t  above th e  sa n d y  g ro u n d  t o  p e rm i t  
t h e  o v erw ash  o f  t i d e s  t o  f lo w  u n d e rn e a th .  When a b low  s t r u c k  i h  t h e  
v i c i n i t y ' ,  t h e  c i t y  u s u a l l y  d e c l a r e d  a  g e n e r a l  h o l i d a y .  On su c h  an  
o c c a s io n  a l l  t h e  s t o r e s  an d  c i t y  b u i l d in g s  w ere c lo se d ;. Dogs and  
young c h i l d r e n  f r o l i c k e d  i n  t h e  f o o t- d e e p  w a te r ,  an d  i t  was a  day  o f  
g e n e r a l  m e rr im e n t s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  o f  a  h eav y  s n o w f a l l  i n  
t h e  E a s t .  C o n se q u e n tly , a s  th e s e  G a lv e s to n ia n s  g la n c e d  a t  t h e  w e a th e r  
a d v i s o r y ,  i t  was d o u b t le s s  w i th  m ild  i n t e r e s t .
At t h a t  t im e ,  G a lv e s to n , w i th  more th a n  37*000 i n h a b i t a n t s ,  was 
t h e  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n  T e x a s . I t  w as, f u r th e r m o r e ,  a co m m erc ia l, 
t o u r i s t ,  an d  c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r .  I n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  p o p u la t io n ,  i t  was th e  
se c o n d  w e a l t h i e s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w i th  o n ly  P ro v id e n c e ,  Rhode 
I s l a n d  s u r p a s s in g  t h e  c i t i z e n s  i n  g e n e r a l  a f f l u e n c e .
N e v e r th e le s s ,  s in c e  t h e  l a t e s t  a d v i s o r i e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was
' I
a  s to rm  l o c a t e d  a p p ro x im a te ly  200 m i le s  s o u th  o f  L o u is ia n s ;, s to rm  w arn -
r  v*
in g s  w ere p o s te d  a d v i s in g  s h ip s  in  t h e  G a lv e s to n  v i c i n i t y  t o  t a k e  c o v e r .  
D u rin g  th e  e v e n in g  o f  S ep tem ber 8 , i n  th e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  w e a th e r  
b u re a u  l o c a t e d  i n  th e  p o s t  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h r e e  men, I s a a c  M. C l in e ,  
h i s  b ro th e ry j jo s e p h  L . C l in e ,  an d  Jo h n  D. B la g d e n , w ere  on  d u ty .  From 
7 :0 0  P.M . o n , th e s e  men r e c o r d e d  a  s t e a d i l y  f a l l i n g  b a ro m e te r .  Y e t, 
t h e s e  t r a i n e d  w eatherm en  p e rh a p s  h ad  b e e n  even  l e s s  a p p re h e n s iv e  a b o u t 
th e  a p p ro a c h  o f  a  s e r io u s  h u r r i c a n e ,  due t o  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a b r i c k -  
d u s t - r e d  sk y  w h ich  u s u a l l y  p re c e d e d  a d a n g e ro u s  s to rm  in  t h a t  r e g io n .
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I n  t h e  h a n d w r i t in g  o f  I s a a c  C l in e ,  t h e  im p e rs o n a l  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  1900 
s to n n  i s  s t i l l  p r e s e r v e d  in  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  W eather 
B u re a u .
A t 7 :0 0  P .M ., C lin e  n o te d  th e  a p p ro a c h  o f  th e  h u r r i c a n e .  Y e l­
low  s t r e a k s  an d  p a tc h e s  o f  s t r a to - c u m u lu s  c lo u d s  f le w  b e f o r e  s u l l e n ,  
low  h an g in g  nim bus r a i n  c lo u d s .  A t 7 :^ 5  a l i g h t  r a i n  b eg an  t o  f a l l .  
B e fo re  t h e  n ig h t  was o v e r  t e n  in c h e s  o f  r a i n  w ou ld  have d escen d e d  on  
th e  c i t y .  I n  th e  w e s te rn  h e m isp h e re  h u r r ic a n e s  a r e  fo rm ed  b y  w inds 
r e v o lv in g  i n  a  c o u n te r - c lo c k w is e  d i r e c t i o n  a ro u n d  a  low  p r e s s u r e  c e n ­
t e r .  The l a s t  a d v i s o r y  from  th e  c e n t r a l  w e a th e r  b u re a u  s t a t i o n ? i n  
W ash in g to n , D i s t r i c t  o f  C olum bia, p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  t h e  s to rm  w ould  s t r i k e
' j 1
l a n d  som ewhere e a s t  o f  G a lv e s to n . T h is  m eant t h a t '1 t h e  s e a p o r t  w ould  
r e c e iv e  i t s  w e s tw a rd ly  sw eep ing  w inds w h ich  w ou ld  n o t have  b een  n e a r l y  
so  d e s t r u c t i v e . I n s t e a d ,  th e  ey e  o f  t h e  s to rm  moved in l a n d  a b o u t t h i r t y  
m i le s  so u th w e s t o f  th e  c i t y .  The tow n  was th e n  la s h e d  b y  th e  f u l l  f u r y  
o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  s e m i - c i r c l e  o f  th e  h u r r i c a n e .
The s to rm  le a n e d  on th e  w a te r s  o f  th e  G u lf ;  th e  s e a  i n  t u r n  
h e a v e d  c o n v u l s iv e ly ,  th ro w in g  up g e y s e r s  o f  foam , and  t h e  s e a  moved 
to w a rd  th e  l a n d .  Soon a f t e r  m id n ig h t w a te r  b e g a n  t o  f lo w  i n t o  th e  lo w - 
ly i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  to w n . N ear 7 :0 0  o 'c l o c k  i n  th e  m orn ing  a  g r e a t  
in u n d a t io n  o c c u r r e d .  Surm oun ted  by  w h is t l i n g  w in d s an d  s h iv e r e d  s p r a y ,  
b la c k  u n d u la t in g  waves r o l l e d  i n t o  t h e  tow n, a n d  th e  e n t i r e  s e a p o r t  was 
b u r ie d  t o  a  d e p th  fro m  be tw een  e i g h t  t o  f i f t e e n  f e e t  o f  w a te r .  The 
f e d e r a l  p o s t  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  c o n s id e r e d  th e  s t r o n g e s t  b u i ld in g  i n  
tow n , ro c k e d  d ru n k e n ly  on i t s  f o u n d a t io n s .  A t a b o u t 5 :0 0  A.M. i n  t h e
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m orn ing  o f  S ep tem b er 9> I s a a c  C lin e  l e f t  th e  b u i l d in g  t o  w arn  r e s i d e n t s
t o  f l e e  th e  c i t y .  I t  was to o  l a t e .
The g r e a t e s t  damage an d  l o s s  o f  l i f e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  s o u th e r n ­
m ost d i s t r i c t  o f  th e  c i t y ,  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  ly in g  c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  G u lf .  
A num ber o f  f l i m s i l y  b u i l t  s t r u c t u r e s  s t r a g g l e d  a lo n g  th e  b e a c h  i n  t h i s  
d i s t r i c t ,  an d  th e y  d i s i n t e g r a t e d  a t  t h e  f i r s t  o n s la u g h t  o f  w inds a n d  
w a te r .  S e iz in g  th e  b o a rd s  an d  o th e r  f lo t s a m  a n d  je ts a m  o f  t h i s  d e b r i s ,  
th e  s to rm  h u r l e d  them  l i k e  b a t t e r i n g  ram s w i th  t e r r i f i c  f o r c e  a t  b u i l d ­
in g s  f u r t h e r  i n l a n d .  As th e y  i n  t u r n  c ru m p led  b e f o r e  t h i s  p o u n d in g , 
t h e i r  s p l i n t e r e d  w reckage was f lu n g  f u r i o u s l y  a t  s t i l l  o th e r  h o u s e s .  
P e o p le  drow ned i n  th e  s w i r l in g  w a te r  o r  w ere k i l l e d  b y  f a l l i n g  b r i c k  o r  
t im b e r .  Some m anaged t o  sav e  th e m s e lv e s  b y  c l in g in g  t o  f l o a t i n g  b i t s  
o f  d e b r i s .
The w in d  b lew  a t  a  maximum v e l o c i t y  o f  110 m i le s  p e r  h o u r ,  b u t  
g a l e s  re a c h e d  p e rh a p s  125 m ile s  p e r  h o u r .  B r ic k  a n d  o th e r  lo o s e  d e b r i s
d ro v e  h o r i z o n t a l l y  b e f o r e  th e  w in d , c r a s h in g  l i k e  p r o j e c t i l e s  th r o u g h
a n y  o b s ta c l e  i n  t h e i r  p a t h s .  The w a te r ,  a s  i f  i n  an  in s a n e  im p u ls e ,  
p i l e d  up a g r e a t  mass o f  w reckage t o  th e  h e ig h t  o f  a  tw o s t o r y  b u i l d ­
in g  i n  th e  fo rm  o f  a g ro te s q u e  ch ev eau x  de f r i e z e . T h is  s e r v e d  a s  a  
s o r t  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  b a r r i c a d e  w h ich  p r e v e n te d  a  g r e a t  w a l l  o f  w a te r  from  
swamping th e  downtowi d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  c a u s in g  a  f a r  g r e a t e r  l o s s  
o f  l i f e .
I n h a b i t a n t s  o f  th e  tow n , how ever, d o u b t le s s  c o u ld  n o t  b e l i e v e  
t h e  s to rm  c o u ld  have b een  w o rse . The b a ro m e te r  b eg an  t o  r i s e  a t  a b o u t 
8 :0 0  A.M. on th e  m orn ing  o f  Sunday, S ep tem ber 9} a n ^ t h e  w inds a b a te d
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a s  r a p i d l y  a s  th e y  h ad  b u i l t  u p . By 1 0 :0 0  A .M ., t h e  t i d e  b eg an  to  
r e c e d e .  Many o f  t h e  d a y 's  s u r v iv o r s  w ere h a l f  n a k e d . A f u l l y  d r e s s e d  
p e rso n  i n  t h e  tow n was a  n o v e l ty .  The w reck ag e  o f  b u i l d in g s  was s tre w n  
a b o u t i n  g r e a t  h eap s  a s  i f  s c a t t e r e d  b y  a  c a r e l e s s  h a n d . Ju m b led  
ru b b le  a p p e a re d  l i k e  t h e  s p l i n t e r e d  b o n es  o f  so  many p r e h i s t o r i c  a n i ­
m a ls .  The e n t i r e  s o u th e rn  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  c i t y  b ad  b e e n  sw ep t c le a n  
o f  h o u s e s ,  and  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l a r g e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
tow n  o n ce  s to o d  t h e r e .  I n  some d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  p o r t ,  w a te r  s t i l l  
s to o d  tw o o r  t h r e e  f e e t  d e e p . D e b r is  a n d  th o u s a n d s  o f  b o d ie s  h a r d ly  
d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from  i t  f l o a t e d  on  th e  w a t e r 's  s u r f a c e .
An in v e n to r y  r e v e a le d  t h a t  o u t  o f  a t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  
3 7 ; 0 00 , o v e r  6 ,0 0 0  w ere drow ned, an d  1 5 ,0 0 0  o th e r s  w ere l e f t  a b s o l u t e l y  
d e s t i t u t e .  P r o p e r ty  damage was e s t im a te d  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h i r t y  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s . Lower b a ro m e te r  r e a d in g s  have o f t e n  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  an d  f a r  
g r e a t e r  v e l o c i t y  o f  w ind  c lo c k e d ,  b u t  no o th e r  s to rm  up t o  t h a t  tim e  
h ad  r e s u l t e d  i n  so  g r e a t  a  l o s s  o f  l i f e . B e fo re  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  th e  
h u r r i c a n e ,  G a lv e s to n  b o a s te d  o f  b e in g  t h e  se c o n d  w e a l t h i e s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s ;  b y  th e  n e x t  d ay , how ever, i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  a 
tow n anyw here t h a t  was n o t b e t t e r  o f f  e c o n o m ic a l ly .  I t  was s a i d  t o  
have b e e n  th e  g r e a t e s t  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r  o f  th e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y . ^
S t .  P a u l 's  German C hurch  was sw ep t aw ay, t o g e t h e r  w ith  a l l  th e  
c h u rc h  r e c o r d s . T w e n ty - th re e  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  a n d  a
7 ° Jo h n  Edw ard Weems, "The G a lv e s to n  S to rm  o f  1 9 0 0 ,"  The S o u th ­
w e s te rn  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r te r ly ,  LXI ( A p r i l ,  1 9 5 8 ) , .
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m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  com m unicants w ere d row ned . A lth o u g h  he l o s t  h i s  h o u s e , 
t h e  R ev. M r. Young s u r v iv e d  th e  d i s a s t e r .  W ith  dogged d e te r m in a t io n  
t h e  e i g h t y - t h r e e - y e a r - o l d  p a s t o r  s e t  a b o u t t h e  t a s k  o f  r e b u i l d in g  h i s  
c h u rc h  an d  c o n g r e g a t io n .  W ith in  a s h o r t  t im e  th e  hou se  o f  w o rsh ip  was 
r e c o n s t r u c t e d ,  a n d  th e  v e t e r a n  m i n i s t e r  h ad  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  s t a n d ­
in g  i n  h i s  p u l p i t  an d  p re a c h in g  t o  t h e  rem nan t o f  h i s  f l o c k .  H owever, 
he n e v e r  c o m p le te ly  r e c o v e re d  from  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  s to rm , a n d  he 
d ie d  on  S ep tem b er 1 2 , 1 9 0 1 . ^  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  t h e  d e m o ra liz e d  an d  
im p o v e r ish e d  s u r v iv o r s  o f  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  w ere u n a b le  t o  c o n t in u e  th e  
S t .  P a u l 's  German C h urch . A f te r  t h e  r e s o l u t e ,  g u id in g  h an d  o f  th e  
p a s t o r  f e l l  s l a c k ,  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  d i s i n t e g r a t e d .  The c h u rc h  l a s t  
a p p e a re d  on  th e  r o l l  o f  p r e s b y te r y  i n  1 9 0 8 .^ 2
I n  th e  m ean tim e , i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1899 th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,  
to o k  a dim view  o f  r e l i g i o u s  c o n d i t io n s  i n  T e x a s . T h is  body  h ad  a copy  
o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  b y  th e  U .S . S y n o d 's  l a s t  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  w hich  
d e c la r e d  i n  p a r t  t h a t  t h e  s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  c o u r t  was 
g r ie v e d  t o  have t o  ad m it t h a t  t h e  c h u rc h  h ad  f a l l e n  upon  e v i l  t im e s  i n  
T e x a s . T h e re  was a  sh a rp  d e c l in e  i n  th e  c a n d id a te s  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  a t  
t h e  v e ry  t im e  when men w ere m ost n e e d e d  t o  e v a n g e l iz e  i n  th e  s o u th w e s t .
^ M in u te s  o f  November 1 , 1901 , "M inu tes o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
A u s t in  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , 1900 - 
1906," 17^-76, 188 .
^ M in u te s  o f  A p r i l  ll+, 1908 , "M inu tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
H ouston  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica ,
J u n e , 1907 -M arch, 1 9 2 8 ,"  3 2 . I n  m ic ro f i lm  C o l l e c t io n  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r ­
s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San  A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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T h ere  was a l s o  a  m arked  f a l l i n g  o f f  o f  i n d i v id u a l s  J o in in g  th e  c h u rc h  
h y  p r o f e s s io n  o f  f a i t h .  F a m ily  w o rsh ip  h ad  d eca y ed , an d  t h e r e  was a 
g row ing  s p i r i t  o f  w o r ld l in e s s  among p r o f e s s e d  C h r i s t i a n s .  F i n a l l y ,  
r e l i g i o u s  s k e p t ic is m  and  in d i f f e r e n c e  w ere g ro w in g  a p a c e .  S in c e  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  h ad  r e a c h e d  su c h  a  s a d  p a s s  t h e  U .S . Synod a s k e d  t h a t  
a l l  th e  com m unicants i n  t h e  J u d ic a to r y  s e t  a s id e  one day  i n  Decem ber 
f o r  f a s t i n g  an d  p r a y e r  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  God w ou ld  " p o u r  o u t  H is g ra c e  upon 
u s  an d  r e v iv e  H is  work th ro u g h o u t  H is b o u n d s ."  The U .S .A . Synod 
a d m it t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was a  p e r f e c t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  
w i th in  i t s  own b o u n d s . T h is  body th e n  J o in e d  i t s  s i s t e r  sy n o d  i n  s e t ­
t i n g  a s id e  t h e  f i r s t  T h u rsd a y  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  Sunday o f  D ecem ber a s  a
< 73day  o f  f a s t i n g ,  h u m i l i t y ,  an d  p r a y e r . 1''
The U .S .A . Synod, how ever, a d m it te d  t h a t  i t  h ad  a d d i t i o n a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  i t s  own. A lth o u g h  many new com m unicants h ad  b een  
e n r o l l e d  i n  th e  c h u rc h e s  o f  i t s  p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  t h e i r  num bers w ere a lm o s t 
n e g a te d  b y  th o s e  c h u rc h  members who h ad  t o  b e  su sp e n d e d  b e c a u s e  o f  n o n - 
a t te n d a n c e  . Many m i n i s t e r s  c o m p la in e d  t h a t  " th e y  w ere  p r e a c h in g  t o  a 
p r o c e s s io n ."  The J u d ic a t o r y  a d m it te d  i n  so  many w ords t h a t  many T exans 
u s e d . t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h e s  a s  h a lfw a y  h o u se s  b e f o r e  th e y  moved i n t o  t h e  
M e th o d is t  o r  B a p t i s t  d e n o m in a tio n s . T h is  was in d e e d  d i s c o u r a g in g ,  upon 
r e f l e c t i o n  b u t  t h e  J u d ic a t o r y  c o u ld  ta k e  d u b io u s  c o m fo r t .  I t  c o u ld
^^M inutes*of O ctober 2 8 , 1899» "M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas
o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  o f  A m erica, 1 9 00 -1906 ,"
52 1 -2 3 -
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r e j o i c e  " t h a t  we a r e  a  b l e s s i n g  t o  many o th e r  c h u rc h e s ,"  f o r  t h i s  was a 
g a in  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i t s e l f .7^
N e v e r th e le s s ,  g r e a t  e v e n ts  w ere  in  t h e  o f f i n g .  Soon a f t e r  t h e  
t u r n  o f  th e  c e n tu r y  th e  U .S .A . an d  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurches 
w ould  b e  u n i t e d .  T h is  w ou ld  g r e a t l y  s t r e n g t h e n  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  in  t h e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e  a n d  w iden  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  
o p p o r tu n i ty .  T h is  was n o t  t o  b e  an  unm ixed  b l e s s i n g .  B i t t e r  c o n t r o v e r ­
s i e s  a n d  s e r io u s  p rob lem s w ould  a l s o  b e  e n g e n d e re d  by  t h i s  m e rg e r .
7Sbid., 526-27.
CHAPTER I I I
THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN  TEXAS AND ITS 
UNION WITH THE U .S .A . PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A d e f i n i t i v e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C um berland C hurch i n  T exas i s  o u t ­
s i d e  th e  com pass o f  t h i s  w ork . H owever, s in c e  t h i s  d e n o m in a tio n  m erged  
w i th  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  a f t e r  1906 , some w ords on  t h e  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r y  
a n d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  a r e  n e c e s s a r y .
A d e t a i l e d  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  j u d i c a t o r i e s  o f  th e  C um berland  C hurch  
i n  Texas w ou ld  be  u n p r o f i t a b l e .  P r e s b y t e r i e s  m erged  w i th  o r  d iv id e d  
i n t o  o th e r  p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  an d  a d o p te d  new nam es and  a l t e r e d  t h e i r  bound ­
a r y  l i n e s .  I n  b r i e f ,  t h e  f i r s t  l e s s e r  c h u rc h  c o u r t  known a s  t h e  T exas 
P r e s b y te r y  was fo rm ed  i n  San  A u g u stin e _ C o u n ty , T e x a s , i n  November, 
183T*’'" T h is  was fo llo w e d  b y  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  t h e  Synod o f  Texas i n  
O c to b e r ,  181+3, a t  N aco g d o ch es ,^  t h e  Synod o f  B razos i n  November, 181+9,
M in u te s  o f  November 2 7 , 1837 .> ''M in u te s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
T ex as o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch  fro m  i t s  o r g a n iz a t i o n  i n  
November, 1837 t o  J u ly ,  I 87O ," 5 . I n  m ic ro f i lm  c o l l e c t i o n  ( T r i n i t y  
U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r y ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
^M in u tes  o f  O c to b e r ,  181+3, "M inu tes o f  th e  Synod o f  T exas o f  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , 181+3-1868," 1 .  I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  
( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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I n  H u n ts v i l le ,- ^  t h e  Synod o f  C o lo ra d o  i n  November, 185^  a t  B a s t r o p ,^  
an d  th e  Synod o f  T r i n i t y  i n  O c to b e r , 1878 , i n  D enton  C o u n ty .^  T h e se ”  
f o u r  l a t e r  com bined  i n t o  t h e  Synod o f  T exas i n  S ep te m b er, 1 888 , a t  
D a lla s
Now a  few  w ords a r e  i n  o r d e r  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
t h e  C um berland m i n i s t r y  i n  T ex a s . S in c e  b io g r a p h ie s  o f  98  C um berland  
m i n i s t e r s  have b e e n  p r e s e r v e d ,  some g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a n d  d e d u c t io n s  ca n  
be  draw n fro m  t h i s  m a t e r i a l .
The g r e a t  m a jo r i t y  w ere b o ra  in  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  a n d  came from  
r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  T exas o r  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  S o u th . A lth o u g h  th e y  
d e sc e n d e d  from  t h e  m ost e c o n o m ic a lly  u n d e r p r iv i l e g e d  e le m e n ts  o f  s o c i ­
e t y ,  t h e  te rm  " lo w e r  c l a s s "  i s  h a r d ly  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  th e m . Many, i f  n o t  
m o s t, w ere men o f  a b i l i t y  an d  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  d e d i c a t i o n .  A s i z a b l e  
num ber w ere so n s  o f  C um berland  m i n i s t e r s ,  a n d  a lm o s t a l l  t h e  r e s t  came 
from  hum ble b u t d ev o u t fa rm  f a m i l i e s . T h e re  was h a r d ly  an  in s ta n c e  o f
M in u te s  o f  November 1 , iQ kS,  "M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  B razos 
o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , 1 8 ^ 9 -1 8 7 ^ ,"  1 .  I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  
( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
^M in u tes  o f  November 9 , 185^ ,  "M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  C o lo rad o  
o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , 185^ - 1887 , "  1 .  I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  
( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .  The name o f  t h e
j u d i c a t o r y  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  C o lo rad o  R iv e r  i n  T exas an d  n o t  t o  t h e  s t a t e
b y  t h e  same nam e.
5
M in u tes  o f  O c to b e r  10 , 1 8 7 8 , "M in u tes  o f  th e  Synod o f  T r i n i t y  
o f  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , 1878 - 1887 , "  8 ., I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  
( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
M inutes o f  Septem ber 1 3 , 1888 , "M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas
o f  th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, 1 8 8 8 -1 9 0 5 ,"  3* l a  church  papers
( T r in i t y  U n iv e r s ity  A r c h iv e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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a T exas C um berland  p r e a c h e r  "being t h e  s c io n  o f  a  co m m erc ia l o r  u p p e r  
m id d le  c l a s s  f a m i ly .  T h ere  may have "been a  fe w , h u t  t h e  e v id e n c e  
a b u n d a n t ly  d e m o n s tra te s  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  w ere hum ble men m i n i s t e r i n g  
t o  th e  lo w ly .^
M ost o f  t h e s e  men l i v e d  and  fo u n d e d  c h u rc h e s  i n  p o v e r ty -  
s t r i c k e n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  T e x a s . Many ro d e  c i r c u i t  c o n t in u o u s ly ,  h o ld ­
in g  p r a y e r  m e e tin g s  an d  c h u rc h  s e r v i c e s  in  w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d  hom es, 
b a r n s ,  s c h o o ls ,  an d  s m a l l  c h u r c h e s . O th e rs  f i l l e d  t h e  p a s t o r a t e  o f  one 
o r  p e rh a p s  tw o h o u se s  o f  w o rs h ip . R e g a rd le s s  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
m i n i s t r y ,  h ow ever, i t  was a p p a re n t  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  m a jo r i t y  r e c e iv e d  
l i t t l e  m ore th a n  s p i r i t u a l  c o m fo rt f o r  t h e i r  e n d le s s  l a b o r s .  The R ev. 
M r. B. D. A u s t in  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n  l 88 l  he was p r e a c h in g  t o  f o u r  s m a l l  
c h u rc h e s  i n  H o rth  C e n t r a l  T exas f o r  a  t o t a l  a n n u a l  incom e o f  $ 4 2 5 . H is 
incom e was u s u a l l y  f a r  l e s s .  F o r i n s t a n c e ,  i n  1883 ,  i t  was o n ly  $ 100 , 
a n d  f o r  t h r e e  m onths o f  t h a t  y e a r  h e  r e c e iv e d  tw e n ty -s e v e n  d o l l a r s ,  b u t
g
o n ly  n in e  d o l l a r s  o f  t h i s  sum was i n  c a s h .  The R ev . M r. A u s t in 's  
p l i g h t  was t y p i c a l  o f  th e s e  f r o n t i e r  m i n i s t e r s  who w ere c o m p e lle d  t o  
eke  o u t a  l i v i n g  th r o u g h  f a rm in g ,  s c h o o l  t e a c h in g ,  o r  o th e r  v o c a t io n s  
t o  p e rm it  them  t o  c o n t in u e  t h e i r  e v a n g e l i s t i c  e n d e a v o rs .
The b u rn in g  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  t h a t  p o s s e s s e d  t h e s e  men was exem­
p l i f i e d  b y  th e  f o l lo w in g  s ta te m e n t  b y  a n o th e r  c le rg y m a n :
"^ "A u to b io g rap h ies  a n d  B io g r a p h ie s —USA and  C .P . M i n i s t e r s . "  I n  
c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
8
I b id . ,  B. D . A u s t in , "A utobiography,"  16 .
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When I  was A C h ild  I  n e v e r  c a i r e d  [ s i c ] t o  P la y  w i ld  w es t Cow 
Boy o r  P o l i c e  o r  D esperado  I  w ou ld  g e t  o u r  C roud [ s i c ] a n d  we 
w ould  p l a y  B o ld in g  M ee tin g s  When I  was A Lad W orking i n  t h e  
F i e l d  I  w ou ld  P re a c h  t o  t h e  C o tto n  a n d  Corn when I  becam e A 
Man I  w ou ld  P re a c h  t o  t h e  F ln c e p o s t s  [ s i c ] A long The R oad .- '
A t y p i c a l  exam ple o f  s im p le ,  u n a f f e c t e d  p i e t y  was t h e  l i f e  o f  
t h e  R ev. M r. Jam es S . G ro v es . I n  1871  he w a lk ed  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a g e  o f  
T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  i n  T eh u a can a , T e x a s , t o  r e c e iv e  h i s  d ip lo m a , th e  
f i r s t  g r a d u a te  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h ich  was fo u n d e d  i n  1 8 6 9 . F o r ty -  
e i g h t  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  on  Ju n e  3 , 1 919 , t h e  R ev . M r. G ro v es , d e a f ,  g ra y ,  
an d  f e e b le ,  an d  b o rn e  down b y  a  lo n g  l i f e  o f  u n r e m i t t in g  l a b o r ,  s to o d  
on t h e  s t a g e  o f  t h i s  same i n s t i t u t i o n  th e n  l o c a t e d  i n  W axahach ie ,
T e x a s . T o t t e r in g  a c r o s s  th e  p la t f o r m ,  he sho o k  hands w i th  t h e  g r a d u a t ­
in g  c l a s s ,  w ish in g  them  w e l l .
B orn  i n  C la rk  C oun ty , I l l i n o i s ,  i n  1837 , Jam es G roves h ad  come 
t o  Texas w i th  h i s  f a m i ly  I n  1 8 5 3 . S e t t l i n g  i n  E l l i s  C ounty  i n  c e n t r a l  
T e x a s , h i t  f a t h e r  resum ed  f a rm in g .  A lth o u g h  o r i g i n a l l y  from  t h e  N o rth , 
t h e  G roveses e v i d e n t l y  sy m p a th iz e d  w i th  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  c a u s e ,  f o r  
Jam es jo i n e d  th e  S econd  T exas I n f a n t r y  an d  saw a c t i o n  s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n  
L o u is ia n a .  I n  one o f  th e s e  engagem en ts he was w ounded i n  t h e  h ip ,  t h e  
b u l l e t  g r a z in g  th e  bone an d  s e v e r in g  m u sc le s  an d  a r t e r i e s .  A lth o u g h  he 
r e c o v e re d ,  he  s u f f e r e d  some d is c o m fo r t  from  t h e  wound f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  
h i s  l i f e .
W ith  t h e  end  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  a  v o c a t io n  h ad  t o  be  fo u n d  f o r  
t h e  young m an. B eing  a  P r e s b y te r i a n  e l d e r ,  J a m e s 's  f a t h e r  w an ted  one
^I b id . , N. B . B aker, " L ife  S to r y  o f  N. B. B aker,"  n .p .
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o f  t i l s  sons t o  become a  m i n i s t e r ,  an d  c h o se  t h e  i n j u r e d  v e t e r a n  f o r  
t h i s  p r o f e s s i o n .  A c c o rd in g ly , he a t t e n d e d  T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  w here he 
was g r a d u a te d  in  1 8 7 1 . T h a t same y e a r  he  m a r r ie d ,  a n d  t h e  c o u p le  had  
one d a u g h te r .
L ik e  many o t h e r  C um berland m i n i s t e r s ,  he was a  c i r c u i t  r i d e r ,  
h a b i t u a l l y  on h o rs e b a c k .  W ith  a  B ib le  i n  one s a d d le  b ag  an d  a s u i t  i n  
t h e  o t h e r ,  he was r e a d y  f o r  a n y  cerem ony w h e th e r  i t  b e  a  c h r i s t e n i n g ,  a  
m a r r ia g e ,  o r  a  f u n e r a l .  On a  t y p i c a l  d ay  he  m ig h t s to p  h i s  h o r s e  and  
t r y  t o  c o n v e r t  a  s t r a n g e r  o n  t h e  s id e  o f  t h e  r o a d  o r  h o ld  a  p r a y e r  s e r ­
v ic e  i n  a  lo n e ly  fa rm h o u se  on s t a y in g  t h e  n i g h t .  He was h i s  own c h u rc h  
s e c r e t a r y ,  w e lf a r e  c o m m itte e , Sunday S ch o o l l e a d e r  a n d  m is s io n a r y  b o a rd  
b le n d e d  i n t o  o n e . He p e r fo rm e d  m a rr ia g e  c e re m o n ie s  i n  e v e ry  ty p e  o f  
home from  lo g  hou se  t o  p a l a t i a l -  r e s id e n c e .  A f t e r  r e j o i c i n g  a t  a  wed­
d in g  cerem ony , he was r e a d y  a  few  moments l a t e r  t o  c o m fo r t a  b e re a v e d  
f a m i ly  a t  a  f u n e r a l . 1®
A m oving exam ple o f  a  d e d ic a te d  l i f e  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  R ev . Mr.
Ed H udson, one o f  T e x a s ' u nsung  h e r o e s .  He was a  w e l l  l i k e d  s tu d e n t  
i n  Jo h n  C o l l i e r  C o lle g e  i n  B o s q u e v i l le  i n  e a s t  T exas from  1859 t o  i8 6 0 .  
When th e  C i v i l  War b ro k e  o u t ,  l i k e  o th e r s  o f  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n ,  he jo in e d  
th e  C o n fe d e ra te  Army. Chosen c h a p la in  o f  h i s  v o lu n t e e r  re g im e n t,  he 
c o n d u c te d  s in g in g  a n d  p r a y e r  s e r v i c e s  e v e ry  n ig h t  an d  p re a c h e d  on  Sun­
d ay  a f t e r n o o n s .  When h i s  o u t f i t  b ro k e  camp t o  move t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  he
100 .  K. K ing, "B iography o f  R ev. James S . G roves,"  1-U . In
church  p ap ers  (T r in i ty  U n iv e r s i ty  A r c h iv e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
131
d e l i v e r e d  a  m oving f a r e w e l l  a d d re s s  w h ich  c lo s e d  w i th  t h e  f o l lo w in g  
w o rd s :
Some o f  u s  may n o t r e t u r n .  O' t h e  v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  w a r—Some 
w i l l  s le e p  th e  Long S le e p  i n  c o f f in e d  g r a v e s . Some may 
r e t u r n  b a t t l e  s c a r r e d —O th e rs  w i th  A rm less S le e v e s .  O th e rs  
On A Wooden L eg . I n  th e  name o f  y o u r  F r ie n d s , y o u r S o n s—y o u r 
sw ee t h e a r t h . • I  b i d  you a  lo v in g  F a r e w e l l .
He was an  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  c h a p la in ,  h o ld in g  p r a y e r  s e r v i c e s  on  
b a t t l e  f r o n t s  and  h o s p i t a l s .  He h e lp e d  ta k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  wounded an d  
t o l d  th e  d y in g  o f  a  lo v in g  S a v io r .  W ith  p e n c i l  an d  p a p e r  a lw ay s  a b o u t 
h im , he  w ould  t a k e  down th e  l a s t  w ords o f  some s t r i c k e n  w a r r io r  t o  
s w e e th e a r t  o r  p a r e n t s .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1865 , w h ile  he  was s to o p in g  o v e r  a 
wounded com rade, he was s e v e r e l y  w ounded in  t h e  h i p .  C a r r ie d  from  th e  
f i e l d ,  he  was ta k e n  t o  a  n e a rb y  fa rm h o u se  t o  c o n v a le s c e  w here he 
re m a in e d  p r o s t r a t e  u n t i l  November when he w ro te  a  f r i e n d  t h a t  he was 
a b le  t o  t r a v e l .  The f r i e n d  b ro u g h t a  wagon i n  w h ich  he c a r r i e d  him  
b a c k  t o  B o s q u e v i l le .  A f t e r  many m ore m onths a t  home he was a t  l a s t  
a b le  t o  s t a n d  on  c r u tc h e s  b u t  c o u ld  s c a r c e l y  move h i s  l e g s .
O rd a in e d  a  C um berland m i n i s t e r ,  he d iv id e d  h i s  t im e  b e tw ee n  
te a c h in g  s c h o o l  i n  B o s q u e v i l le  and  i n  p r e a c h in g .  A t l a s t  he  was a b le  
t o  g e t  a b o u t h e a v i ly  w i th  t h e  u s e  o f  c a n e s .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  he 
ab an d o n ed  s c h o o l  t e a c h in g  an d  becam e a f u l l - t i m e  i t i n e r a n t  m is s io n a r y  
f o r  Bacon P r e s b y te r y  i n  e a s t e r n  T e x a s . He had  a  buggy e s p e c i a l l y  c o n ­
s t r u c t e d  so  t h a t  he  c o u ld  g e t  i n  and  o u t  o f  i t  w i th  e a s e ,  an d  he was 
c o n t i n u a l l y  on th e  ro a d .
U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  h i s  C i v i l  War wound n e v e r  h e a le d ,  an d  f o r  t h e  
re m a in in g  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e  he  was a  l i v i n g  m a r ty r .  One c a n
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im ag in e  him  j o l t i n g  down c o u n t ry  ro a d s  i n  h i s  u n iq u e ly  c o n s t r u c t e d  r i g  
s u f f e r i n g  from  h i s  n e a r l y  p a r a ly z e d  l e g s  and  c o n t i n u a l l y  in f la m e d  h ip .  
H is m o tto  w as, "Ye h ave  n e e d  o f  p a t i e n c e ."'1'1
Many o f  t h e s e  m i n i s t e r s  l e d  l i v e s  o f  h ig h ,  i f  q u i e t ,  a d v e n tu r e .  
The R ev. M r. B. D. A u s t in  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  one d ay  i n  1865  he  v i s i t e d  a  
f r i e n d  i n  B ear C reek  Community i n  e a s t e r n  T e x a s . As he  l e f t  t h e  h o u se , 
he was m et a t  t h e  g a t e  By a  N egro nam ed Jo h n , who w orked  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d .  
P u l l i n g  o f f  h i s  c a p , Jo h n  s a i d ,  "M ars Ben we c o lo r e d  f o lk s  know we h as  
t o  d i e ,  an d  we w ant t o  go t o  h eav a n  [ s i c ] an d  we w ant you  t o  p r e a c h  t o  
u s  and  t e l l  u s  how t o  g e t  t h e r e . "  The m i n i s t e r  r e p l i e d ,  " Jo h n , do you 
mean w hat you sa y ? "  "Yes s a r ,  we d o ."  H aving a n  a p p o in tm e n t o p e n , t h e  
p r e a c h e r  s a i d ,  "W e ll, I  w i l l  p re a c h  f o r  you p e o p le  n e x t  Sunday week a t  
th e  s c h o o lh o u s e ."
A f t e r  t h e  Negxo l e f t ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r  Became d is tu r B e d  aB out 
w h e th e r  he  h ad  made a  m is ta k e ,  f o r  h e  was w e l l  aw are o f  th e  t r o u b l e d  
c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  p o s tw a r  S o u th . V i s i t i n g  an  e l d e r  o f  t h e  c h u rc h ,
A u s t in  a s k e d  h i s  o p in io n .  The e l d e r  g av e  th e  p r o j e c t  h i s  B le s s in g ,  an d  
w i th  some t r e p i d a t i o n ,  th e  e v a n g e l i s t  p ro c e e d e d  w i th  h i s  p l a n s .  M eet­
in g  w ith  t h e  c o lo r e d  f o l k ,  he  fo u n d  them  v e r y  a t t e n t i v e  t o  h i s  r e a d in g  
o f  th e  s c r i p t u r e .  L a t e r  he h e ld  a se c o n d  m e e tin g , a n d  a t  t h i s  t im e  
many o f  t h e  N egroes came fo rw a rd  and  p le d g e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  C h r i s t .
11J . A. H brnBeak, "Memoir o f  Ed H udson , 11 1-7* I n  " A u to b io g ra ­
p h ie s  and  B io g ra p h ie s--U S A  a n d  C .P . M i n i s t e r s . "
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On. h i s  -way t o  t h e  t h i r d  m e e tin g ,  he  was s to p p e d  on  th e  r o a d  "by
o ne  o f  h i s  w h ite  n e ig h b o rs  who t o l d  him  t h a t  he w ould  h av e  t o  s to p
p re a c h in g  t o  t h e  N egroes o r  t h e  w h ite s  o f  th e  com m unity w ou ld  hang h im . 
The n e ig h b o r  a d v is e d  him  o f  a  s to rm  o f  i n d i g n a t i o n  t h a t  he h a d  a ro u s e d  
b y  e v a n g e l iz in g  among th e  c o lo r e d .  When th e  p r e a c h e r  r e a c h e d  t h e  
s c h o o lh o u s e , he c a l l e d  a  c o u n c i l  o f  t h e  l e a d in g  N egroes an d  r e l a t e d  
w hat he  h a d  j u s t  h e a r d .  P r o f e s s in g  t h e i r  ig n o ra n c e  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e ,  
t h e y  b eg g ed  him  t o  c o n t in u e  h i s  g o s p e l  w ork among th e m . C o n se q u e n tly , 
he p ro c e e d e d  w i th  t h e  p r a y e r  m e e tin g , an d  a  num ber o f  t h e  freeclm en w ere 
c o n v e r te d .  On h i s  way t o  t h e  f o u r t h  m e e tin g ,  he was s to p p e d  b y  t h r e e  
N eg ro es  on t h e  r o a d .  T hey t o l d  him he w ould  h av e  t o  s to p  p re a c h in g  t o  
them  o r  th e  w h ite  p e o p le  w ou ld  k i l l  h im . The R ev . M r. A u s t in  r e p l i e d  
t h a t  th e y  w ou ld  a l l  go i n t o  t h e  h o u s e . A f t e r  s in g in g  a  song  th e y  w ould  
p r a y  t o g e t h e r  f o r  one l a s t  t i m e .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  th e y  a l l  e n t e r e d  t h e  
s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g .
A f t e r  s in g in g  a  hymn, t h e  p r e a c h e r  c a l l e d  upon an  o ld  c o lo r e d
man t o  l e a d  t h e  g ro u p  i n  p r a y e r .  The p r e a c h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  a l l  h i s
l i f e  he h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d  su c h  a p r a y e r  a s  t h e  o l d  man d e l i v e r e d .  The 
N egro p ra y e d  f o r  h i s  p e o p le  a n d  c a l l e d  upon h i s  God i n  H eaven t o  sa v e  
th e m . He th e n  a d v i s e d  t h e  D ie ty  t h a t  t h e  w h ite  p e o p le  w ou ld  n o t a l lo w  
t h e  g o s p e l  t o  b e  p re a c h e d  t o  th e m . P ra y in g  f o r  t h e  w h ite  p e o p le ,  he 
a s k e d  God t o  b l e s s  th e m . T hen i n  a n  e m o tio n a l  v o ic e  he so b b ed , " 0 ,
God, f o r g iv e  them  f o r  th e y  know n o t w hat th e y  a r e  d o in g ."  A lth o u g h  
t h e  R ev. M r. A u s t in  d id  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e i r  p r a y e r  s e r v i c e s  a g a in ,  t h e
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p e r s e c u t io n  o f  h im s e lf  an d  M s  f a m i ly  c o n t in u e d ,  so  t h a t  th e y  w ere
1 Pf i n a l l y  c o m p e lle d  t o  le a v e  th e  com m unity .
Exam ples o f  humor i n  t h e  e a r l y  M s t o r y  o f  C um berland  P r e s b y te -  
r ia n i s m  can  a l s o  be  d is c o v e r e d .  F o r i n s t a n c e ,  b e f o r e  th e  C i v i l  War a  
Rev.^Mr-. T r a v e l s t e d  p re a c h e d  i n  t h e  s m a l l  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h  i n  C la r k s ­
v i l l e ,  T e x a s . He h ad  su c h  a p o w e r fu l  v o ic e  t h a t  M s  b e l lo w in g  c o u ld  be  
h e a rd  o u t s id e  th e  c h u rc h  a b lo c k  aw ay. When one o f  M s  com m unicants 
a s k e d  Mm why he r o a r e d  so lo u d ly  he r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  L o rd  "was a f a r  
p ie c e  o f f  from  t h i s  p l a c e . "  A few  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  R ev . M r. Jam es 
L a t im e r ,  p a s t o r  o f  t M s  same c h u rc h , was n o te d  f o r  M s  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  
D ie ty  was a lw ay s  s c ru p u lo u s  i n  a n sw e rin g  M s  p r a y e r s .  T h e r e f o re ,  when 
he p ra y e d  f o r  r a i n ,  he w ou ld  a d v is e  M s  m aker j u s t  how much r a i n  was 
d e s i r e d .  On one o c c a s io n  he  p ra y e d ,  "S end  us a c o o l ,  r e f r e s h i n g  sh o w er, 
b u t  none o f  y o u r g u l ly - w a s h e r s ,  L o rd ."^3
A camp m e e tin g  was an  e x p r e s s iv e  e v e n t i n  t h e  e a r l y  M s t o r y  o f  
th e  C um berland d e n o m in a tio n  i n  T e x a s . The R ev . M r. Jo h n  C o l l i e r  c a l l e d  
su c h  a  m e e tin g  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1866 n e a r  th e  s m a l l  tow n o f  A lv a ra d o  i n  
e a s t  c e n t r a l  T e x a s . When a  f a rm e r  d o n a te d  p a r t  o f  M s  l a n d  f o r  th e  
s i t e ,  n e ig h b o rs  from  m ile s  a ro u n d  came t o  h e lp  him  c l e a r  o u t  t h e  b r u s h .  
Soon th e  r u r a l  f o l k  began  t o  a r r i v e  f o r  t h e  m e e t in g .  Wagons moved in t o
1 P
I b i d . , B. D. A u s t in ,  " A u to b io g ra p h y ,"  3 -^*
1“3
J Bagby L ennox, "A H is to r y  o f  th e  A m erican  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch 
i n  C l a r k s v i l l e ,  T e x a s ,"  1 -2 ,  i n  " H i s t o r i e s  o f  C um berland  an d  USA 
C hurches"  c o l l e c t e d  b y  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  o f  th e  Synod 
o f  T exas ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc M v e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
135
a f i e l d  c o v e re d  b y  v o lu n t e e r  w heat an d  c r a b  g r a s s .  Soon th e s e  v e h ic le s  
s to o d  u n d e r  a  g ro v e  o f  t r e e s  w h ile  n e a rb y  a  w h ite  t e n t  c i t y  f la p p e d  i n  
t h e  v ig o ro u s  Texas b r e e z e .  W ith  a  s m a l l  s tre a m  p ro v id in g  w a te r ,  th e  
h o r s e s  an d  oxen  w ere  t u r n e d  o u t t o  g ra z e  i n  an  a d j a c e n t  p a s t u r e .  A 
number o f  f a m i l i e s  came i n  C o n esto g a  wagons i n  w h ich  th e y  l i v e d  f o r  t h e  
d u r a t io n  o f  t h e  r e v i v a l  m e e t in g .  Two N egro men w ere  em ployed t o  keep 
t h e  g ro u n d s  i n  o r d e r  a n d  t o  k i l l  a n d  b a rb e q u e  c a t t l e ,  sh e e p , a n d  g o a ts  
f o r  t h e  h u n g ry  th r o n g .  To p r e v e n t  f i g h t s  fro m  b re a k in g  o u t  among th e  
b r e t h r e n ,  a d e p u ty  s h e r i f f  was p r e s e n t .
B eg in n in g  on F r id a y ,  th e  m e e tin g  l a s t e d  u n t i l  W ednesday o f  th e  
fo l lo w in g  w eek. A r e l a y  team  o f  m i n i s t e r s  d e l i v e r e d  serm ons an d  h e ld  
p r a y e r  s e r v i c e s  i n  th e  a f te r n o o n s  a n d  e v e n in g s .  E v e ry  day  c lo u d s  o f  
d u s t  on  t h e  h o r iz o n  p r e s a g e d  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  more h o r s e s  a n d  w agons, f o r  
i n  many r u r a l  a r e a s  t h e s e  camp m e e tin g s  w ere  th e  o n ly  s o c i a l  g a th e r in g s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  lo n e ly  c o u n t ry  f o l k .
Many b a t t l e - s c a r r e d  fo rm e r  C o n fe d e ra te  w a r r io r s  w ere  p r e s e n t .  
H aving r e c e iv e d  t h e i r  d is c h a r g e  p a p e r s ,  t h e y  had  tu r n e d  t h e i r  f a c e s  
to w a rd  home, le a v in g  b e h in d  many com rades i n  g ra v e s  o r  h o s p i t a l s . W ith  
th e s e  f a c t s  i n  m ind , on th e  se c o n d  day  t h e  R ev . M r. C o l l i e r ,  one o f  th e  
s p e l l b i n d e r s  o f  h i s  d ay , d e l iv e r e d  a  serm on e n d in g  w i th  t h e  fo l lo w in g  
w o rd s :
The C h r i s t i a n  w i l l  g e t  h i s  d is c h a r g e  a n d  go home t o  H eaven .
W i l l  we s e e  e a c h  o th e r  th e r e ?  S h a l l  I  know my com rades t h a t  
f e l l  upon th e  f i e l d  o f  b a t t l e  who w en t o f f  t o  o u r  e t e r n a l  home 
th r o u g h  th e  c a n n o n 's  sm oke. . . . Y es , we w i l l  know them  t h e r e .
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He c o n c lu d e d  lay u r g in g  th o s e  p r e s e n t  " to  e n l i s t  u n d e r  th e  b lo o d ­
s t a i n e d  b a n n e rs  o f  th e  c a p t a in  o f  o u r  s a l v a t i o n . "  The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  
serm on was m a rv e lo u s .  B a c k s l id e r s  w ere r e c la im e d ,  s in n e r s  c o n v e r te d ,  
a n d  t h e  a ssem b ly  g a th e r e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  was th ro w n  i n t o  tu m u l t .
An o ld  m an, a  n o to r io u s  d runk  from  th e  tow n  o f  Coburn [ p o s s i b ly  
C le b u rn e ]  s a t  b y  t h e  a l t a r  d r in k in g  w i th  a g ro u p  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s .  D is ­
t r e s s e d  a t  t h e  exam ple s e t  b y  t h i s  ag e d  r e p r o b a te  a n d  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  c l im a te  was r i g h t  f o r  a  r e f o r m a t io n  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  C o l­
l i e r  k n e l t  b e s id e  him an d  i n  a lo u d  v o ic e  a s k e d  God t o  have m ercy  an d  
sa v e  a  r e p e n t in g  r e b e l .  To th e  m i n i s t e r ’s c o n s t e r n a t io n  t h e  o ld  man 
le a p e d  t o  h i s  f e e t  an d  i n  t im e  t o  t h e  ta p p in g  o f  h i s  f o o t  b eg an  r o a r in g  
o u t t h e  song "The O ld  G ray M are Came T e a r in g  Out o f  th e  W ild e rn e s s ."
The e l d e r l y  i n e b r i a t e  was j o i n e d  b y  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  th e n  b y  th e  g a t h e r ­
in g  a s  a  w h o le , who b eg an  ta p p in g  t h e i r  f e e t  an d  c la p p in g  t h e i r  hands 
a s  t h e y  a l s o  s a n g  "The O ld G ray Mare Came T e a r in g  Out o f  t h e  W i ld e r n e s s ."  
The a la rm e d  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  deaco n s r a n  a b o u t t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  d e r a i l e d  
a s s e m b ly  b a c k  on  th e  s p i r i t u a l  t r a c k .
At a n o th e r  s e s s io n  o f  t h i s  same r e v i v a l  m e e t in g ,  C o l l i e r  s to o d  
upon a  p la t f o r m  e x h o r t in g  t h e  t h r o n g .  He b eg an  h i s  serm on b y  r e a d in g  
th e  names o f  t h e  p a t r i a r c h s  o f  th e  c h u rc h .  When h e  c o n c lu d e d , he 
p la c e d  Hus h an d  t o  h i s  e a r  an d  a p p e a re d  t o  be  l i s t e n i n g  i n t e n t l y .
A f te r  a  few  moments o f  s i l e n c e ,  he c r i e d  o u t  i n  a  lo u d  v o ic e ,  " I  h e a r  
no a n sw e r . T hose men a r e  a l l  d e a d ."  He th e n  c a l l e d  th e  names o f  t h e  
p r o p h e t s ,  th e  tw e lv e  a p o s t l e s ,  an d  t h e  f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  an d  seco n d  c e n t u r i e s .  A f t e r  th e  r e a d in g  o f  e a c h  l i s t  he  c r i e d
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o u t ,  " I  h e a r  no r e p l y ,  th o s e  men a r e  a l l  d e a d ."  F a c in g  h i s  r u r a l  c o n ­
g r e g a t io n ,  he  s a i d  i n  an  e m o tio n a l  v o ic e ,  "O f t h i s  v a s t  th ro n g  h e re  
t o n i g h t  i n  l e s s  th a n  a  h u n d re d  y e a r s  n o t  one w i l l  h e  a l i v e .  . . .
F le e  th e  w ra th  t o  come w h ile  i t  i s  y e t  t o  com e."
Unknown to  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t ,  one o f  t h e  tw o N egro l a b o r e r s  
a s s ig n e d  t o  p o l i c e  t h e  g ro u n d s  was k n e e l in g  b e h in d  th e  s p e a k e r 's  p l a t ­
fo rm  i n  a n  agony  o f  s o u l .  S u d d en ly  t h e  l i g h t  b ro k e  on  t h i s  b e n ig h te d  
s i n n e r .  L eap ing  t o  h i s  f e e t ,  he boomed o u t ,  " I  h ave  g o t  r e l i g i o n .
L ord , s p a r e  m e." Not know ing o f  t h e  N e g ro 's  p r e s e n c e ,  th e  f r i g h t e n e d  
m i n i s t e r  a lm o s t f e l l  from  h i s  p la t f o r m .  E n co u rag ed  b y  t h e  crow d, t h e  
N egro came b e f o r e  t h e  a s se m b ly  s h o u t in g  an d  s in g in g .  H is a n t i c s  s t o l e  
t h e  w hole show.
The camp m e e tin g  was s c h e d u le d  t o  en d  on W ednesday m o rn in g .
A f t e r  a  b r i e f  a d d r e s s  b y  th e  R ev. M r. C o l l i e r ,  a  num ber o f  th o s e  i n  
a t te n d a n c e  came fo rw a rd  t o  t e s t i f y  t o  th e  b l e s s i n g s  th e y  h a d  r e c e iv e d  
a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  m e e t in g .  A f a r m e r ,  M r. T a ra m are , an d  h i s  w ife  h ad  
o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  id e a  o f  t h e  g a th e r in g  a n d  h ad  s p e n t  much t im e  an d  money 
p ro m o tin g  i t .  Coming fo rw a rd , M r. T aram are  s a i d ,  " I  h ad  hoped  t h a t  my 
w ife  a n d  I  c o u ld  g e t  r e l i g i o n  b u t  t h e  L ord  p a s s e d  b y ."  H is e y e s  f i l l i n g  
w ith  t e a r s ,  he s a i d ,  "We a r e  l e f t  w ith o u t  h o p e . B ut I  am so  g l a d  t h a t  
so  many d id  g e t  r e l i g i o n . "
S u d d en ly  he  c r i e d ,  " G lo ry  t o  God, I  h av e  g o t  r e l i g i o n . "  H is 
w ife  b eg an  ru n n in g  a b o u t a n d  w aving  h e r  arm s an d  s h o u t in g ,  " I  have g o t  
i t .  I  have g o t  i t . "  Some b eg an  t o  c r y  f o r  jo y ,  w h ile  o th e r s  began
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s in g in g ,  an d  i t  was a f te r n o o n  "before th e  a sse m b ly  was calm  enough  f o r  
men t o  b e g in  h i t c h in g  th e  h o r s e s  t o  t h e  wagons an d  b r e a k in g  c a m p .^
T h is  s h o u ld  be  a  s u f f i c i e n t  g lim p se  i n t o  t h e  human s id e  o f  t h e  
C um berland  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  i n  T e x a s . I t  seem s t h a t  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g ,  
d e d ic a te d  men su c h  a s  G roves a n d  Hudson m ust have p re d o m in a te d  i n  t h e  
C um berland  C hurch . A lth o u g h  t h e  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  men o f  o th e r  
c h a r a c t e r  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  w ere t o  b e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  c h u rc h ,  i t  m u st be 
k e p t  i n  m ind t h a t  t h e  tro u b le -m a k in g  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v id u a l s  
g r e a t l y  ex c e e d e d  t h e i r  a c t u a l  n u m b e rs .
From th e  v e r y  b e g in n in g  o f  i t s  in d e p e n d e n t c a r e e r  i n  1810 , how­
e v e r ,  an  e le m e n t ,  p e rh a p s  a  m a jo r i t y  w i th in  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  a p p a r e n t ly  
d e s i r e d  t o  en d  i t s  autonom ous e x i s t e n c e .  T hese  c le rg y m en  so u g h t l i b e r t y  
o f  c o n s c ie n c e  an d  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  an d  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s .  
E v id e n t ly  many o f  them  w ould  have  p r e f e r r e d  t o  rem a in  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
c h u rc h  w i th  t h e i r  r i g h t s  g u a r a n te e d .  When b e tw een  1803  a n d  1 8 1 0 , th e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  demanded t h a t  t h e  C um b erlan d ers  abandon  t h e i r  p r a c ­
t i c e s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  C a l v i n i s t  d o c t r i n e ,  t h e  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  m i n i s t e r s ,  an d  o t h e r  p o in t s  a t  i s s u e ,  t h e  
d i s s e n t e r s  r e b e l l e d  an d  o r g a n iz e d  a  s e p a r a t e  d e n o m in a tio n . H owever, 
many d id  s o  w i th  e v id e n t  r e l u c t a n c e .  I n  s u c c e e d in g  y e a r s  t h e r e  w ere 
r e p e a te d  a t te m p ts  b y  a t  l e a s t  a  l a r g e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  t o  p u t  an  
en d  t o  i t s  in d e p e n d e n t e x i s t e n c e .  T hey hop ed  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  a c h ie v e
^ J .  A . H orab eak , " N a r r a t iv e  o f  D r . Jo h n  C o l l i e r , "  1 ^ -1 9 , i n  
" A u to b io g ra p h ie s  an d  B io g r a p h ie s —USA a n d  C .P . M i n i s t e r s . "
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t h e i r  o b je c t  b y  f e d e r a t i n g  o r  u n i t i n g  -w ith a n o th e r  c h u rc h  w h ich  w ould  
g u a r a n te e  th e  freed o m  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  d e s i r e d  b y  th e  C u m b e rla n d e rsA 5
I n  1 8 1 0 , .b e f o r e  i t  g a in e d  t h e  s t a t u r e  o f  a s e p a r a t e  denom ina­
t i o n ,  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r y  i n  T e n n e sse e  i n  a  " c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r "  
gave i t s  p f f i c i a l  v e r s io n  o f  t h e  b r e a k  b e tw ee n  t h e  C um berland  A ssem bly  
an d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h .
We have i t  i n  v iew  a s  a  P r e s b y te r y  t o  . . . make a n o th e r  p ro p o ­
s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Synod o f  K en tucky  o r  some o t h e r  Synod f o r  a 
r e - u n io n .  I f  we can  o b ta in  i t  w ith o u t v i o l a t i n g  o u r  n a t u r a l  
an d  s c r i p t u r a l  r i g h t s  i t  w i l l  m eet th e  m ost a r d e n t  w ish  o f  o u r  
h e a r t s .1 °
F r u s t r a t e d  in  i t s  f i r s t  a t te m p t  t o  u n i t e  w i th  a n o th e r  r e l i g i o u s
body , t h e  C um berland j u d i c a t o r y  t r i e d  a g a in  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  b y  fra m in g
th e  f o l lo w in g  s t a t e m e n t :
W hereas, The P r e s b y te r y  has  s e e n  a  co m m u n ica tio n  from  a  com­
m i t t e e  a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  W est T e n n e ssee  P r e s b y te r y ,  t o  some o f  
o u r  b r e t h r e n ,  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  w h ich  i s  s a i d  t o  be  a n  a d ju s tm e n t 
o f  o u r  d i f f e r e n c e s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,
R e so lv e d , T h a t M e s s r s . B e l l  an d  P o r t e r  a r e  h e re b y  a u th o ­
r i z e d  t o  in fo rm  s a i d  co m m ittee  t h a t  t h i s  P r e s b y te r y  a g re e  t o  
name a co m m ittee  t o  m eet a l i k e  co m m ittee  a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  
W est T e n n e sse e  an d  M uhlenburg P r e s b y t e r i e s ,  c o n j o i n t l y  a t  an y  
t im e  a n d  p la c e  th e  s a i d  P r e s b y te r i e s  w i l l  a p p o in t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  
c o n f e r  on  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  r e u n io n  an d  o t h e r  m a t te r s  r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h a t  harm ony t h a t  s h o u ld  e x i s t  among th e  members an d  p e o p le  o f  
J e s u s  C h r i s t . I T
M in u te s  o f  May 2 0 , 1904 , M in u tes  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n ' t h e  USA ( N a s h v i l l e : C um berland
P r e s b y te r i a n  P u b l is h in g  H ouse, 1 9 0 4 ) , 2 5 .
^ S a m u e l  K ing , " C i r c u l a r  L e t t e r ,  1 8 1 0 ,” The C um berland  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  D ig e s t , e d .  b y  R ev . J .  V. S te p h e n s  ( N a s h v i l l e :  C um berland
P r e s b y te r i a n  P u b l is h in g  H ouse, 1899)# 18* 235* [ H e r e a f te r  t h i s  work 
w i l l  b e  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  C um berland  D ig e s t . ]
17I b i d . ,  235- 3 8 .
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T h is  se c o n d  a t te m p t  t o  r e s o lv e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  b e tw een  t h e  tw o r e l i ­
g io u s  b o d ie s  was so  f a r  from  p ro d u c in g  a  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  t h a t  th e  W est 
T e n n e sse e  P r e s b y te r y  i n s t r u c t e d  i t s  m em bership  u n d e r  no c i rc u m s ta n c e s  . 
to  s h a re  communion s e r v i c e s  w i th  C um berland  P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  A s s o c ia t io n
*1 Q
w ith  members o f  t h a t  s e c t  was " i r r e g u l a r  an d  u n p r e s b y t e r i a l . " xo
I n  N ovem ber, 1812 , t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r y  r e p o r t e d  on i t s  
e f f o r t s  t o  f i n d  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  w i th  t h e  a s s e m b lie s  o f  W est T en n e ssee  
an d  M u h lenbu rg . A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  C um berland  j u d i c a t o r y ,  th e s e  two 
p r e s b y t e r i e s  r e b u f f e d  i t s  a t te m p t  a t  a  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  r e u n i f i c a ­
t i o n ,  r e p o r t i n g :  "O ur b r e th r e n  com posing  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  above
P r e s b y t e r i e s  have  j u d i c i a l l y  and  o f f i c i a l l y  s h u t  t h e  d o o r a g a i n s t  t h e  
tw o b o d ie s  com ing t o g e t h e r . "  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  f a i l u r e  t h e  C hurch 
C o u rt r e s o lv e d :  "T h is  p r e s b y te r y  has  a lw ay s  b e e n  an d  e x p e c ts  a lw ay s t o
b e  r e a d y  a n d  w i l l i n g  f o r  u n io n  w ith  t h e  g e n e r a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  on 
g o s p e l  p r i n c i p l e s ." ^ 9  F u r th e r  e f f o r t s  w ere  made t o  r e g r a f t  th e  Cumber­
la n d  P r e s b y te r y  o n to  t h e  p a r e n t  s tem  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  b u t  s t i l l  
w ith o u t s u c c e s s .  I n  A p r i l ,  1813, t h e  a s se m b ly  s t a t e d :  "C um berland
P r e s b y te r y  has  made e v e ry  r e a s o n a b le  e f f o r t  t o  b e  r e u n i t e d  w i th  t h e  
G e n e ra l P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch ."^®
■*-®Minutes o f  S ep tem b er 2 1 , 1812 , "A nnals o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
W est T e n n e sse e  from  O c to b e r , 1 810 , t o  May, 1 8 2 1 ,"  e d .  b y  R ev . C. 
F o s t e r  W illia m s  ( n .p .  n . d . ) .  I n  m ic ro f i lm  c o l l e c t i o n  (A u s t in  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in a ry , A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .
^ C um berland  D ig e s t ,  2 3 6 .
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By i8 6 0  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r y  h ad  grow n i n t o  a s i z a b l e ,
in d e p e n d e n t d e n o m in a tio n , w i th  a  G e n e ra l A ssem bly o f  i t s  own. The
o r i g i n a l  e x p re s s e d  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  body  e v i d e n t ly  h ad  n o t
c h a n g e d , a s  c a n  be  se e n  b y  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a d o p te d  i n  t h i s  y e a r  b y  th e
C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly :
T h a t w h ile  we a r e  r e a d y  t o  r e c i p r o c a t e  f r a t e r n a l  f e e l i n g s  
a l i k e  w i th  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s ,  y e t  s e e in g  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  P r e s b y ­
t e r i a n  f a m i ly  h o ld  a l i k e  t h e  same c h u rc h  g o v e rn m e n t, a n d  t h a t  
i n  t h e i r  o r a l  a d d re s s e s  t h e y  a r e  d o c t r i n a l l y  c o n v e rg in g  t o  
t h e  same s t a n d p o i n t ,  th e  s o v e r e ig n ty  o f  God a n d  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  
man b o th  a l i k e  e x e r c i s e d  an d  s e c u re d  in  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
s i n n e r ,  we c h e r i s h  t h e  fo n d  hope t h a t  th e  day  i s  n o t  f a r  d i s ­
t a n t  when t h e  e n t i r e  f a m i ly  s h a l l  be  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  one Gen­
e r a l  A s s e m b ly .^
S in c e  a b o u t tw o - th i r d s  o f  th e  m em bership  o f  t h e  C um berland 
d en o m in a tio n  l i v e d  i n  t h e  S o u th , i t  was l o g i d a l  f o r  t h e  u n i o n i s t s  t o  
sou n d  o u t  th e  U .S . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o n  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m erg in g  
th e  tw o r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s .  C o n se q u e n tly , s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, 
t h e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a p p o in te d  a co m m ittee  o f  s i x  m i n i s t e r s  
i n  1867  t o  m eet w ith  a  s i m i l a r  co m m ittee  a p p o in te d  b y  th e  s o u th e rn  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  to  hammer o u t th e  te rm s  o f  u n io n .  The co m m ittee  
a p p o in te d  b y  th e  C um berland d en o m in a tio n  r e p o r t e d  t o  i t s  G e n e ra l Assem ­
b l y  o n  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  j o i n t  c o n f e r e n c e . The tw o co m m ittee s  m et i n  
M emphis, T e n n e sse e , on A ugust 5 , 1 8 6 7 . " B e l ie v in g  t h a t  o r g a n ic  u n io n  
on te rm s  a c c e p ta b le  an d  h o n o ra b le  a l i k e  t o  b o th  c h u rc h e s  w ould  be  
e m in e n tly  co n d u c iv e  t o  t h e  g l o r y  o f  God" t h e  co m m ittee  s t r o v e  " e a r n e s t l y "  
t o  r e a c h  an  a g re e m e n t. The C u m b erlan d ers  w ere re a d y  t o  y i e l d  on a l l
21I b id . , 233 .
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p o i n t s  a t  i s s u e  w i th  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  C a l v i n i s t  
d o c t r i n e . T hey r e q u e s te d  t h a t  th e y  h e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  Cumber­
la n d  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h .  I f  t h i s  was n o t  a c c e p ta b l e ,  t h e  C um berland  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a s k e d  o n ly  t h a t  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  be  m o d if ie d  
t o  e l im i n a te  a l l  s ta te m e n ts  s u p p o r t in g  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  f a t a l i t y ,  o r  
p r e d e s t i n a t i o n .
N ot b e in g  em powered t o  a c t  w ith o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  fro m  
i t s  n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  b ody , t h e  U .S . co m m ittee  r e p o r t e d  i n  November, 
1867 ,  t o  i t s  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  on  t h e  demands made b y  t h e  C u m b e rla n d e rs . 
T h a t body  r e j e c t e d  t h e  c o n c e s s io n s  a s k e d  an d  v o te d  t o  end  a l l  f u r t h e r  
d i s c u s s io n s  o f  u n io n  b e tw een  th e 1 tw o r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s .  The C um berland  
co m m ittee  i n  i t s  r e p o r t  s t a t e d  i t s  v iew  t h a t  " th e  f a i l u r e  t o  consum ­
m ate  t h e  u n io n  y o u r  co m m ittee  f u l l y  b e l i e v e s  t o  b e  a m a t t e r  o f  deep 
r e g r e t  t o  many o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  God in  b o th  c h u r c h e s ." 2 2
P e rh a p s  one r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  n e g a t iv e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  U .S . P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C hurch  t o  t h i s  u n io n  o v e r tu r e  was th e  r i v a l r y  b e tw ee n  t h e  two 
d e n o m in a tio n s  f o r  t h e  same f i e l d .  B ecause  o f  t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  t h e  C um berland  C h urch , many s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n s  lo o k e d  upon t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  a g e n ts  o f  t h i s  c h u rc h  a s  a s s i s t a n t  B a p t i s t s .  H o s t i l i t y  was 
i n t e n s i f i e d  b y  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  C u m b erlan d ers  i n  t h e  s o u th e r n  r u r a l  
a r e a .  Many U .S . P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  S o u th  was 
p re e m p te d  f o r  t h e i r  b ra n d  o f  C a lv in ism  b y  t h e i r  c h u rc h .  T h is  a n ta g o n ism
22Ibid., 2 k 2 - b k .
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"b u ilt  up o v e r  a  p e r io d  o f  y e a r s  l i k e l y  in f lu e n c e d  t h e  d e c i s io n  o f  th e  
U .S . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  i n  1 8 6 7 . ^
The C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  1873 n e x t  a t te m p te d  t o  
u n i t e  w i th  tb e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A . The C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
co m m ittee  s u b m it te d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  u n io n  a  p la n  w h ereb y  t h e  fo rm  o f  
governm en t an d  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  w ould  be  
a c c e p te d  b y  th e  u n i t e d  c h u rc h .  H owever, b o th  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s ­
s io n  o f  F a i t h  an d  th e  C um berland C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h  s h o u ld  b e  m a in ­
t a i n e d  w ith o u t  m o d i f i c a t io n  and  r e g a r d e d  a s  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e .  I n  th e  
l i c e n s u r e  o r  o r d i n a t i o n  o f  m i n i s t e r s  a  c a n d id a te  w ou ld  be  p e r m i t t e d  t o  
s u b s c r ib e  t o  w h ic h e v e r  docum ent h i s  c o n s c ie n c e  d i r e c t e d .  The U .S .A . 
co m m ittee  was u n w i l l in g  t o  a c c e p t  u n io n  on t h i s  b a s i s ,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  
th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  rem a in  t h e  o n ly  d o c t r i n a l  s t a n d a r d .  Nego­
t i a t i o n s  w ere c o n c lu d e d  w ith o u t  t h e  su b m is s io n  o f  a n y  p la n  o f  u n io n  t o
Pllth e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  e i t h e r  c h u r c h . ^
S in ce  a  m e rg e r w i th  one o f  th e  tw o m a jo r  b ra n c h e s  o f  t h e  A m eri­
can  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  h ad  f a i l e d  o f  f r u i t i o n ,  t h e  C u m b erlan d ers  n e x t  
so u g h t a  f u s io n  b e tw een  n o n - P r e s b y te r ia n  d e n o m in a tio n s . The C um berland  
G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a p p o in te d  a  co m m ittee  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a  u n io n  w i th  th e  
Synod o f  th e  E v a n g e l ic a l  L u th e ra n  C h u rch . W hile f a v o r in g  a c lo s e
^[T he h o s t i l i t y  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch  to w a rd  t h e  
C um berland C hurch  can  b e  s e e n  in  an  a r t i c l e  i n  t h i s  m a g a z in e .]  C h r i s t i a n  
O b se rv e r , J u l y  2 2 , 1 9 0 8 .
o k  '
A ppendix, M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f  th e  Cumberland
P r e sb y te r ia n  Church (1 8 7 * 0 , 62 - 6 3 .
f r a t e r n a l  a l l i a n c e  w i th  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  c h u rc h e s ,  th e  L u th e ra n  C hurch  
s t a t e d  t h e  " b e lie f  t h a t  o r g a n ic  u n io n  b e tw een  t h e  tw o b o d ie s  was im p ra c ­
t i c a l .  U n le s s  unanim ous c o n s e n t b y  a l l  t h e  c h u rc h e s  w i th in  b o th  denom i­
n a t io n s  c o u ld  be  o b ta in e d ,  su c h  a n  a t te m p te d  m e rg e r w ou ld  o n ly  fra g m e n t 
b o th  d e n o m in a tio n s  i n t o  f e u d in g  f a c t i o n s .  The C um berland  C hurch  
r e s o lv e d  a s  a co n seq u en ce  t h a t  i t  w ould  b e  u n w ise  t o  p r e s s  f o r  f u r t h e r  
p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  a t  t h a t  t im e .
I n  1882 t h e  M e th o d is t  P r o t e s t a n t  C h urch , th ro u g h  a  f r a t e r n a l  
m e sse n g e r  s e n t  t o  t h e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly , s u g g e s te d  t h a t  n eg o ­
t i a t i o n s  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  lo o k in g  to w a rd  u n i f i c a t i o n . ^  The M e th o d is t  
P r o t e s t a n t  C hurch  h a d  s e p a r a t e d  from  th e  m ain  b o d y 'o f  t h e  M e th o d is ts  in  
1828  o v e r  a  r e f u s a l  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  t o  ho n o r i t s  demand f o r  l a y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  a n n u a l c o n f e r e n c e .  I n  1886 a c o n fe re n c e  was h e ld  
b e tw ee n  a  co m m ittee  a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  M e th o d is t  P r o t e s t a n t s  a n d  a n o th e r  
a p p o in te d  b y  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  A t t h i s  m e e tin g ,  i t  was 
fo u n d  t h a t  no s e r io u s  im pedim ent t o  u n io n  e x i s t e d  b e tw ee n  t h e  tw o 
d e n o m in a tio n s .  T h e re  was no d o c t r i n a l  d i f f e r e n c e  e x c e p t  o n  th e  " p r e ­
s e r v a t i o n  o f  b e l i e v e r s . "  S in c e  t h e  C um berland  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h  was 
c o n s id e r e d  more f u l l  and  s y s t e m a t ic ,  i t  was a c c e p te d  a s  t h e  c r e e d a l  
s t a n d a r d  o f  th e  common c h u rc h .  The q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  o r  u n c e r ­
t a i n t y  o f  b e l i e v e r s  was t o  b e  l e f t  u n e x p re s s e d .  A t i t s  a n n u a l  m e e tin g
^ M in u te s  o f  May 2k ,  1883 ,  M in u te s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  ( 1883 ) ,  3 0 -3 1 •
^Appendix, M in u tes  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  C um berland  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  ( l8 8 2 ) ,  95*
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i n  1887, th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  p ro n o u n c e d  u n f a v o r a b ly  on 
t h e  schem e. I t  v a s  u n w i l l in g  to  o m it a  d o c t r i n e  so  p r e c io u s  t o  Cumber­
la n d e r s  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  b e l i e v e r s . T h is  te r m in a t e d  th e  
d i s c u s s io n .
I t  can  be  se e n  t h a t  t h e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  f r e q u e n t l y
e x p re s s e d  a n  e a r n e s t  d e s i r e  t o  a c h ie v e  C h r i s t i a n  u n i t y  ev en  i f  t h i s
m eant i t s  own d e s t r u c t i o n  a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t c h u rc h .  T h is  d e te r m in a t io n
may n o t  have  stem m ed s o l e l y  from  n o n - s e c t a r i a n  z e a l .  R eco rd s  o f  t h i s
c h u rc h  r e v e a le d  t h a t  f o r  a num ber o f  y e a r s  i t  h a d  fo u n d e re d  i n  s e r io u s
f i s c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  T h is  was u n d e r s ta n d a b le ,  f o r  w h ile  t h e  C um berland
C hurch  h ad  a l a r g e  c o n s t i tu e n c y ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  i t s  e s ta b l i s h m e n t
l a y  i n  t h e  p o o r e r  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  S o u th  a n d  S o u th w e s t . I n  1891  a
co m m ittee  r e p o r t e d  t o  th e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly : "The p a s t  y e a r
h as  b e e n  one o f  g r e a t  s t r in g e n c y  i n  f i n a n c i a l  c i r c l e s  an d  c o l l e c t i o n s
have b e e n  s m a l l  a n d  d i f f i c u l t . " 2® A g a in  i n  1894 th e  co m m ittee  on
f in a n c e  d e c la r e d :
I t  may be o u t  o f  t h e  p ro v in c e  o f  t h i s  c o m m itte e , b u t  we c a n n o t 
r e f r a i n  from  recom m ending t o  t h i s  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a n d  i t s  
v a r io u s  B oards th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  eco n o m iz in g  and  w h e re v e r  i t  
i s  p r a c t i c a b l e  t o  c o n s o l id a te  t h e i r  work so  a s  t o  em ploy  a s  
few  p e rs o n s  on  s a l a r y  a s  p o s s i b l e . 29
^ M in u te s  o f  May 2 5 , 1887 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  ( I 8 8 7 ) ,  3 3 -3 ^  •
2®M inutes o f  May 2 8 , I 89 I ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  S i r t y - f i r s t  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  ( 1891 ) ,  4 l .
^ M in u tes  o f  May 2 4 , 1894 , M inutes o f  th e  S ix t y - f o u r t h  G eneral
A ssem bly o f  th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church (1 8 9 4 ) , 4 0 .
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The y e a r  1894 w as, o f  c o u r s e ,  a  d e p r e s s io n  y e a r ,  h u t  th e  
C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  fo u n d  i t s e l f  i n  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
i n  good  an d  b a d  y e a r s .  I n  1900 th e  same co m m ittee  on f in a n c e  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  se v e n  p r e s b y t e r i e s  w ere u n a b le  t o  m eet t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  
t o  th e  C um berland G e n e ra l A ssem b ly . A lth o u g h  th e  amount o f  a l l  th e  
d e b ts  was n o t  g iv e n ,  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  m e n tio n e d  r a n g e d  b e tw een  t h i r t y  
an d  f o r t y  d o l l a r s  f o r  e a c h  j u d i c a t o r y .  The reco m m en d atio n  o f  t h e  com­
m i t t e e  was t h a t  th e  a s se m b ly  a c c e d e d  t o  th e  r e q u e s t  f o r  r e l i e f  from  
paym ent b u t  a d v is e d  t h e  synods t o  d i s s o lv e  b a n k ru p t p r e s b y t e r i e s  and  
a t t a c h  them  t o  more s o lv e n t  c h u rc h  c o u r t s . R e c o r d s  o f  t h e  p r e s b y ­
t e r i e s  a r e  a l s o  r e p l e t e  w ith  c o m p la in ts  o v e r  t h e  p a u c i t y  o f  c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n s  an d  t h e  c r i t i c a l  s h o r ta g e  o f  f u n d s .
C o n s id e r in g  t h e  econom ic s t a t u s  o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n , i t  was 
i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  many C um berland m i n i s t e r s  w ou ld  lo o k  lo n g in g ly  i n  th e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  p o p u lo u s  a n d . a f f l u e n t  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . I n  
s p i t e  o f  a t te m p ts  t o  m erge w i th  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s ,  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  
t h e  u n i o n i s t s  in  t h e  C um berland C hurch  a p p a r e n t ly  a lw ay s  f a v o r e d  a 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  i f  h o n o ra b le  g ro u n d s  o f  -union c o u ld  be 
d is c o v e r e d .  I t  m ust n o t  b e  assum ed  t h a t  t h i s  p r o - u n io n  s e n t im e n t  was 
u n i v e r s a l  among C um berland  p a s t o r s .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  a p p a r e n t ly  a  
l a r g e  e le m e n t w i th in  t h e  c h u rc h  f a v o r e d  r e t a i n i n g  i t s  au tonom ous s t a t u s . 
The t r a d i t i o n s  and  u n iq u e  d o c t r i n a l  s ta n d a r d s  o f  t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  body
-^M inutes o f  May 2 4 , 1900 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, S e v e n t ie th  M eeting  (1 9 0 0 ) . 7 7 -7 8 .
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h a d  deep m ean ing  f o r  th e m . L i t t l e  o p p o s i t i o n  to  e a r l i e r  m e rg e r  a t te m p ts  
h ad  b een  i n d i c a t e d  p e rh a p s  b e c a u se  many C u m berlanders  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
n o th in g  w ou ld  come o f  t h e  f r e q u e n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  I n  t h i s  b e l i e f  th e y  
h ad  a lw ay s  b e e n  j u s t i f i e d .  Any s e r io u s  a t te m p ts  t o  u n i t e  t h i s  c h u rc h  
w ith  a n o th e r  was bound  t o  p ro d u c e  a  b i t t e r  f r a t r i c i d a l  c o n f l i c t  w i th in  
t h e  d e n o m in a tio n .
So a f f a i r s  s to o d  i n  1903 when t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  U .S .A . 
C hurch  a d o p te d  am endm ents r a d i c a l l y  m o d ify in g  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s ­
s io n  o f  F a i t h .  B e fo re  e x am in in g  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  r e v i s i o n s ,  i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  
t o  exam ine s e v e r a l  s ta te m e n ts  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  w h ich  d id  
a ro u s e  t h e  d e e p e s t  r e s e n tm e n t  o f  t h e  fo u n d in g  f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  C um berland  
C h u rch .
The p r i n c i p a l  d o c t r i n a l  q u a r r e l  c e n t e r e d  a b o u t w hat was a l t e r ­
n a t e l y  c a l l e d  f a t a l i t y ,  n e c e s s i t y ,  o r  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n ,  m ost s t r o n g l y  
s t a t e d  i n  c h a p te r s  I I I  a n d  X i n  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n .  The f o l lo w ­
in g  s e l e c t i o n s  from  C h a p te r  I I I  th o r o u g h ly  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
th e  te rm :
I I I ,  By t h e  d e c re e  o f  God, f o r  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  h i s  g l o r y  
some men and  a n g e ls  a r e  p r e d e s t i n a t e d  u n to  e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e ,  
an d  o t h e r s  f o r e - o r d a in e d  t o  e v e r l a s t i n g  d e a th .
V I, As God h as  a p p o in te d  t h e  e l e c t  u n to  g lo r y ,  so  h a th  h e , by  
th e  e t e r n a l  an d  m ost f r e e  p u rp o s e  o f  h i s  w i l l ,  f o r e - o r d a in e d  
a l l  t h e  m eans t h e r e u n t o .  W h ere fo re  th e y  who a r e  e l e c t e d  b e in g  
f a l l e n  i n  Adam, a r e  redeem ed  b y  C h r i s t ,  a r e  e f f e c t u a l l y  c a l l e d  
u n to  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  b y  h i s  S p i r i t  w o rk in g  i n  due s e a s o n ; a r e  
j u s t i f i e d ,  a d o p te d , s a n c t i f i e d ,  an d  k e p t  b y  h i s  pow er th ro u g h  
f a i t h  u n to  s a l v a t i o n .  N e i th e r  a r e  an y  o t h e r  red eem ed  b y  
C h r i s t ,  e f f e c t u a l l y  c a l l e d ,  j u s t i f i e d ,  a d o p te d ,  s a n c t i f i e d ,  
an d  s a v e d  b u t  t h e  e l e c t  o n ly .
V I I ,  The r e s t  o f  m ank ind , God was p le a s e d ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  
u n s e a rc h a b le  c o u n s e l  o f  h i s  own w i l l ,  w hereby  he  e x te n d e th  o r
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w ith h o ld e th  m ercy  a s  lie p l e a s e t h ,  f o r  t h e  g l o r y  o f  h i s  s o v e r ­
e ig n  pow er o v e r  h i s  c r e a t u r e s ,  t o  p a s s  "by, an d  t o  o r d a in  them  
t o  d is h o n o r  a n d  w ra th  f o r  t h e i r  s i n  t o  t h e  p r a i s e  o f  M s  g l o ­
r io u s  J u s t i c e . 31
S e c t io n  I I I  o f  C h a p te r  X c a r r i e d  t h e  a rgum en t even  f u r t h e r ,
s t a t i n g :
E l e c t  i n f a n t s ,  d y in g  i n  in f a n c y ,  a r e  r e g e n e r a te d  and  s a v e d  h y  
C h r i s t  th r o u g h  t h e  S p i r i t ,  who w o rk e th  when, a n d  w h ere , an d  
how he p l e a s e t h .  So a l s o  a r e  a l l  e l e c t  p e r s o n s ,  who a r e  
in c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  o u tw a rd ly  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e
W ord .32
Taken I n  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  t h e  s ta te m e n ts  i n  C h a p te r  I I I ,  C h a p te r  X, 
S e c t io n  I I I  c l e a r l y  im p l ie d  t h a t  a l l  n o n - e l e c t  c M ld r e n  w ere  condem ned 
t o  e t e r n a l  d am n a tio n  th ro u g h  th e  i r r e v o c a b le  d e c re e  o f  a  w r a th f u l  God.
I n  s p i t e  o f  c o m p la in ts  an d  c r i t i c i s m s ,  n o t  o n ly  from  C um berland­
e r s  b u t  a l s o  fro m  o t h e r s ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  f o r  a  c e n tu r y  an d  a  h a l f  
h ad  r e f u s e d  t o  a l t e r  t h e s e  b a s ic  p ro n o u n c e m e n ts . I n  1903,> h ow ever, th e  
U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a u th o r i z e d  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  r e v i s i o n s  
o r  m o d i f ic a t io n s  o f  th e  W e s tm in s te r  d o cu m en t. Two c h a p te r s  b r e a t h in g  a 
more l i b e r a l  s p i r i t  w ere  ad d ed  t o  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n ,  nam ely , 
C h a p te r  XXXIV, "O f t h e  H o ly  S p i r i t , "  an d  C h a p te r  XXXV, "Of t h e  Love o f
3 " W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h , " The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica . . . a s  am ended 
i n  t h e  y e a r s  1805-1903  t o g e t h e r  w i th  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r u l e s  a d o p te d  
i n  1S93-1901 a d m in i s t r a t i v e  A c ts  o f  t h e  A ssem bly  o f  a  G e n e ra l
N a tu re  ( P h i l a d e lp M a : P r e s b y te r i a n  B oard ' o f  P u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  S a b b a th -  
S ch o o l Work, 1 9 0 4 ), 22-25* H e r e a f t e r  t h i s  w ork w i l l  b e  c i t e d  a s  
U .S .A . C o n s t i t u t i o n  (1 9 0 4 ) .
32I b id . ,  5 7 *
1^9
God and  Missions."33 More im p o r ta n t ,  t h e  r e v i s i o n  a u th o r i z e d  i n  1903 
c o n ta in e d  a  " d e c l a r a t o r y  s ta te m e n t"  w h ich  r e a d :
W hile  th e  o r d i n a t i o n  vow o f  m i n i s t e r s ,  r u l i n g  e l d e r s ,  an d  
d e a c o n s , a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  Form o f  G overnm ent, r e q u i r e s  t h e  
r e c e p t io n  and  a d o p t io n  o f  t h e  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h  o n ly  a s  c o n ­
t a i n i n g  th e  System  o f  D o c tr in e  ta u g h t  i n  t h e  H o ly  S c r i p t u r e s ,  
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s e e in g  t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e  h a s  b een  f o r m a l ly  
e x p re s s e d  f o r  a  d isa v o w a l b y  th e  C hurch  o f  c e r t a i n  i n f e r e n c e s  
drawn fro m  s ta te m e n ts  i n  t h e  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h ,  an d  a l s o  f o r  
a  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  r e v e a le d  t r u t h  w h ich  
a p p e a r  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e  t o  c a l l  f o r  m ore e x p l i c i t  s t a t e ­
m en t, t h e r e f o r e  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
o f  A m erica  does a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y  d e c la r e  a s  f o l l o w s :
F i r s t , W ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  C h a p te r  I I I  o f  t h e  C o n fe s s io n  o f  
F a i t h :  t h a t  c o n c e rn in g  th o s e  who a r e  s a v e d  in  C h r i s t ,  t h e
d o c t r in e  o f  G o d 's  e t e r n a l  d e c re e  i s  h e ld  i n  harm ony w ith  t h e  
d o c t r i n e  o f  H is lo v e  t o  a l l  m an k in d , H is g i f t  o f  H is Son t o  
b e  t h e  p r o p i t i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s in s  o f  th e  w ho le  w o r ld , a n d  H is 
r e a d in e s s  t o  b e s to w  H is s a v in g  g r a c e  on a l l  who s e e k  I t . T h a t 
c o n c e rn in g  th o s e  who p e r i s h ,  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  G o d 's  e t e r n a l  
d e c re e  i s  h e ld  i n  harm ony w ith  t h e  d o c t r in e  t h a t  God d e s i r e s  
n o t  t h e  d e a th  o f  an y  s i n n e r ,  b u t  h as  p r o v id e d  i n  C h r i s t  a s a l ­
v a t io n  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a l l ,  a d a p te d  t o  a l l ,  and  f r e e l y  o f f e r e d  
in  th e  G o sp e l t o  a l l ;  t h a t  men a r e  f u l l y  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h e i r  
t r e a tm e n t  o f  G o d 's  g r a c io u s  o f f e r ;  t h a t  H is d e c re e  h in d e r s  no 
man fro m  a c c e p t in g  t h a t  o f f e r ;  an d  t h a t  no man i s  condem ned 
e x c e p t o n  th e  g ro u n d  o f  h i s  s i n .
S eco n d , W ith  r e f e r e n c e  t o  C h a p te r  X, S e c t io n  3 > o f  t h e  
C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h ,  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t e a c h in g  
t h a t  a n y  who d ie  i n  in f a n c y  a r e  l o s t . We b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  
d y in g  i n  in f a n c y  a r e  in c lu d e d  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  g r a c e ,  an d  
a r e  r e g e n e r a te d  a n d  s a v e d  b y  C h r i s t  th r o u g h  th e  S p i r i t ,  who 
w orks when and  w here an d  how He p l e a s e s . 35
A n t i - u n i o n i s t s  w i th in  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  w ere l a t e r  t o  
a rg u e  t h a t  t h e  r e v i s i o n  to o k  p la c e  i n  o n ly  one c h a p te r  an d  o ne  s e c t i o n  
o f  a n o th e r  c h a p te r  i n  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n .  The d o c t r i n e  o f  
u n c o n d i t io n a l  e l e c t i o n  an d  r e p r o b a t io n  was p r e s e n t ,  h ow ever, e i t h e r
33 I b i d . , 1 38 - 138a .  
3 ^ I b i d . , 138b .
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i m p l i c i t l y  o r  e x p l i c i t l y  i n  no l e s s  th a n  t h i r t e e n  c h a p t e r s .  M oreover, 
t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  was to o  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  docum ent t o  
v o id  t h e  s ta te m e n ts  i n  t h e  two c h a p te r s  t h a t  w ere r e v i s e d .  The D e c la ­
r a t o r y  S ta te m e n t m e re ly  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n  was t o  
he h e ld  i n  harm ony w i th  t h e  lo v e  o f  God f o r  a l l  m an k in d . How co n co rd  
was t o  h e  a t t a i n e d  b e tw een  tw o s u c h  d iv e rg e n t  s ta te m e n ts  was n o t  made 
c l e a r
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e v i s i o n  o r  m o d i f ic a t io n  o f  c e r t a i n  
s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  a u th o r i z e d  i n  1903, t h e  U .S .A . 
G e n e ra l A ssem hly  a t  i t s  1902 a n n u a l  m e e tin g  a d o p te d  a  s o - c a l l e d  " B r ie f  
S ta te m e n t o f  t h e  R eform ed F a i t h . "  T h is  c r e e d a l  s ta te m e n t  among o th e r  
t h i n g s  s a i d :
We h e l i e v e  t h a t  God, o u t  o f  H is  g r e a t  lo v e  f o r  t h e  w o r ld , has 
g iv e n  H is o n ly  b e g o t te n  Son t o  h e  t h e  S a v io r  o f  s i n n e r s ,  an d  
i n  t h e  G ospe l f r e e l y  o f f e r s  H is a l l - s u f f i c i e n t  s a l v a t i o n  t o  
a l l  m en. And we p r a i s e  Him f o r  t h e  u n s p e a k a b le  g ra c e  w h e re in  
He has  p ro v id e d  th e  way o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e  f o r  a l l  m a n k in d .3°
^ T .  H. C am pbell, Good Mews on t h e  F r o n t i e r  (M emphis, T en n es­
s e e :  F r o n t i e r  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  1 2 6 -2 7 ; a  good  r e b u t t a l  p r e s e n te d  b y  a
p r o - u n i o n i s t  C um b erlan d er i s  t o  b e  fo u n d  i n  B. G. M i t c h e l l ,  "My 
R easons f o r  U n io n ,"  The C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  LXVIII ( J u ly  7> 1 9 0 1 ), 
7 - 8 .  F o r a  m ore d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  as 
s t a t e d  b y  t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  i n s i d e  t h e  C um berland C hurch , s e e  M in u tes  
o f  May 2k ,  1905 , M in u tes  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  C um berland 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica (1905)*  7 8 -8 0 ;
J .  J .  M c C le lla n , B r ie f  o f  t h e  D o c t r in a l  S ta te m e n ts  o f  t h e  C um berland 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  an d  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , USA (T u llah o m a : The
C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  B anner P r e s s ,  1 9 0 8 ) ,  1 -6 .
■^Minutes o f  May 2 2 , 1 902 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, Hew S e r . ,  I I  (1 9 0 2 ) ,  9^«
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I f  C h r i s t  d ie d  t o  sa v e  a l l  m ank ind , he o b v io u s ly  c o u ld  n o t  have  o f f e r e d  
up h is  l i f e  f o r  a r b i t r a r i l y  s e l e c t e d  in d i v id u a l s  known a s  t h e  " e l e c t . "  
Once a g a in  t h e  m y s te r io u s  a n d  s i n i s t e r  d ra g o n  o f  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n  a p p e a re d  
t o  have b e e n  s l a i n  b y  a d o c t r i n a l  r e - s t a t e m e n t .
A n o th e r b a r r i e r  s e p a r a t i n g  th e  C um berland  an d  U .S .A . P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n s  c o n c e rn e d  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  m in i s ­
t e r i a l  c a n d i d a t e s .  C um berland  fo u n d in g  f a t h e r s  o b je c te d  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e ­
m ent o f  a know ledge o f  th e  d ead  la n g u a g e s  f o r  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  th e  
m i n i s t r y .  I n  1893 b y  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e n a c tm e n t t h e  m o th e r c h u rc h  to o k  
p r a c t i c a l l y  th e  same g ro u n d  h e ld  b y  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  -with r e g a r d
t o  t h i s  question.3T
By 1900 many members i n  b o th  t h e  C um berland an d  t h e  U .S .A . 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurches b e l i e v e d  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  tw o d e n o m in a tio n s  
s h a re d  a com m unity o f  i n t e r e s t s  and  t h a t  th e y  h ad  moved c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r  
i n  many r e s p e c t s . B o th  w ere  th o ro u g h ly  P r e s b y te r i a n  i n  p o l i t y ,  an d  
b o th  w ere e v a n g e l i c a l  c h u rc h  b o d ie s  e x p l o i t i n g  ro u g h ly  t h e  same f i e l d .  
O n ly  a c a t y l i s t i c  a g e n t  t o  t r i g g e r  a  movement f o r  o r g a n ic  u n io n  was 
n e e d e d . T h is  was p ro v id e d  b y  th e  a d o p t io n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l Assem­
b l y  o f  th e  d o c t r i n a l  r e v i s i o n s  o f  1902  a n d  1903> in c lu d in g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
t h e  D e c la r a to r y  S ta te m e n t a n d  th e  B r i e f  S ta te m e n t .  A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  
m a jo r i t y  r e p o r t  o f  a  l a t e r  a p p o in te d  C um berland  co m m ittee  on u n io n , a s  
soon  a s  t h e s e  ch an g es  w ere made p u b l i c ,  a  sp o n ta n e o u s  movement d e v e l ­
o p e d . I n d iv i d u a l  p r e s b y t e r i e s  an d  sy n o d s i n  b o th  d e n o m in a tio n s ,
^ " C o n s t i t u t io n a l  R u les ,"  USA C o n s t itu t io n  ( 190k ) ,  ^ 3 *
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w ith o u t a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  "began so u n d in g  o u t in d i v id u a l s  an d  c h u rc h  c o u r ts  
in  th e  o th e r  c h u rc h  on th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  m e r g e r .
I n  an  in te r v ie w  w ith  a  young V a n d e rb i l t  s t u d e n t ,  T re a d w e ll 
D a v is , i n  th e  1 9 3 0 's  a  number o f  th e  a n t i - u n io n  Cum berland P re s b y ­
t e r i a n s  c h a l le n g e d  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  o r i g i n  o f  th e  m erg e r 
m ovem ent. A t t h a t  tim e  th e  R ev. Mr. J .  D. H udgins t o l d  D avis t h a t  t h e  
m erg e r movement was begun i n  1903 an d  f o r c e d  th ro u g h  t o  consum m ation by  
a  few  o f  th e  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  Cum berland d en o m in a tio n  o f  whom th e  m ost 
a c t i v e  was D r. W. J .  D arby o f  E v a n s v i l l e ,  I n d ia n a .  M ost in s t r u m e n ta l  
i n  b r in g  an  o v e r tu r e  f o r  u n io n  b e f o r e  t h e  C um berland G e n e ra l A ssem bly 
i n  1903> he c o n t in u e d  t o  work i n d u s t r i o u s l y  f o r  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  
u n io n  p l a n . 39
W hichever v e r s io n  i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h e  m erg e r q u e s t io n  came t o  th e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f th e  C um berland G e n e ra l A ssem bly i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e sse e , 
i n  th e  s p r in g  o f  1903* Soon a f t e r  t h i s  g a th e r in g  a sse m b le d , n in e  p r e s ­
b y t e r i e s  an 4  two synods o f  t h i s  d e n o m in a tio n  in t r o d u c e d  r e s o lu t io n s  
f a v o r in g  n e g o t i a t i o n s  to w ard  r e u n i f i c a t i o n  w i th  th e  U .S .A . C hurch . The 
a c t io n  was f a r  from  unan im ous, a s  m em orials, from  te n  p r e s b y te r i e s  
o p p o s in g  t h i s  a c t i o n  I n d i c a t e .^0 A l l  th e s e  r e s o l u t i o n s  b e in g  tu r n e d
•^M in u tes  o f  May 2 0 , 1904, M inu tes o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly o f  
th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch (1 9 0 4 ) , 25•
^ T r e a d w e l l  D av is , "The U nion o f  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r ia n  
C hurch w i th  t h e  P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch , USA" ( M a s te r 's  T h e s i s ,  V a n d e r b i l t  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  1 9 3 8 ), 2 1 -2 2 .
40M inutes o f  May 2 2 , 1903$ M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church (l9 0 3 )>  2 9 .
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o v e r  t o  a  co m m ittee  on  o v e r t u r e s , t h a t  to d y  s u b s e q u e n t ly  i s s u e d ,  a 
m a jo r i t y  r e p o r t  w h ich  recom m ended t h a t  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a p p o in t  
co m m ittees  t o  m eet w i th  s i m i l a r  c o m m ittee s  o f  a l l  o th e r  P r e s b y te r i a n  
d e n o m in a tio n s  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  lo o k in g  to w a rd  a  u n io n  o f  t h e s e  
b o d ie s  i n t o  a  m o n o l i th ic  c h u rc h .  T hese  co m m ittee s  i n  t u r n  w ould  r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a t  i t s  n e x t  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  on t h e  
p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  The m in o r i ty  o f  t h e  co m m ittee  s u b m it te d  
a  d i s s e n t i n g  o p in io n  i n  w h ich  th e y  u rg e d  th e  abandonm ent o f  th e  p la n  
b e c a u se  t h e  one " s u g g e s te d  b y  t h e  m a jo r i t y  i s  u n u s u a l  an d  c o n t r a r y  t o  
t h e  u s a g e s ,  p r e c e d e n ts ,  an d  p o l i c y  o f  o u r  P r e s b y te r i a n  G overnm ent; t h a t  
i t  w ould  t e n d  t o  a ro u s e  s e c t i o n a l  f e e l i n g s  and  e n g e n d e r  p e r s o n a l  
s t r i f e . "  A f t e r  a  l e n g th y  d i s c u s s io n  th e  m a jo r i t y  r e p o r t  was a d o p t e d . ^
On May 2 7 , 1903? th e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly , m e e tin g  i n  Los 
A n g e le s , C a l i f o r n i a ,  r e c e iv e d  a te le g r a m  a d v i s in g  them  o f  th e  a c t i o n  o f  
t h e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem b ly . I n  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  U .S .A . a s se m b ly  
a u t h o r i z e d  i t s  m o d e ra to r  an d  s t a t e d  c l e r k  t o  s e n d  a  te le g r a m  d a te d  th e  
same day  a d v i s in g  th e  C u m b erlan d ers  t h a t  i t  w ould  a p p o in t  a  s i m i l a r  
co m m ittee  t o  m eet w i th  t h e  C um berland co m m ittee  t o  d i s c u s s  a p o s s i b l e  
o r g a n ic  u n i o n . An i d e n t i c a l  t e le g r a m  was s e n t  b y  th e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn ­
in g  body  o f  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  t o  t h e  U .S . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m e e tin g  
a t  M o b ile , A labam a. The s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , h ow ever, v o te d
^■ S linu tes o f  May 2 7 , 1903 , i b i d . ,  i^7-J+9. 
k2
M inutes o f  May 27 , 1903? M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, Hew S e r . ,  I l l  (1903)? 122 .
154
t h a t  i t  was n o t w i l l i n g  a t  t h a t  t im e  t o  ta k e  a c t i o n  on th e  p ro p o s e d  
u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  a l l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch es ; an d  i t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  r e f u s e d  t o  
name a com m ittee  t o  m eet w i th  a n o th e r  com m ittee  o f  a n y  o th e r  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n .^3  T h a t a c t i o n  m e an t, i n  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
w ould  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  C um berland  an d  th e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n s  o n ly ,  lo o k in g  to w a rd  t h e  f ra m in g  o f  some p la n  o f  
u n io n .
[During t h e  e n s u in g  y e a r  t h e  co m m ittee  from  th e  C um berland  
C hurch  m et w i th  i t s  c o u n te r p a r t  from  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . The U .S .A . 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w ere  a n x io u s  t o  c o n c lu d e  a n  a g re e m e n t.  Owing t o  t h e
i
s e c e s s io n  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n s  d u r in g  th e  C i v i l  W ar, t h e  U .S .A . 
d e n o m in a tio n  h ad  b een  r e s t r i c t e d  l a r g e l y  t o  th e  N o rth  an d  W e s t. I f  an  
o rg a n ic  u n io n  c o u ld  be  consum m ated w i th  t h e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n , 
th e  U .S .A . C hurch  c o u ld  e x te n d  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  S o u th  t o  
become once  a g a in  a t r u l y  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  a s  i t  p ro c la im e d  i t  a lw ay s 
h ad  b e e n .  The c o m m ittee s  h e ld  t h e i r  f i r s t  j o i n t  m e e tin g  on  S ep tem b er 2 9 , 
1 9 0 3 . R em ain ing  i n  s e s s i o n  u n t i l  O c to b e r 2, t h e  co m m ittee s  w ere u n a b le  
t o  r e a c h  a  f i n a l  c o n c o rd . T h ere  w ere d is a g re e m e n ts  o v e r  l i b e r t y  o f  
b e l i e f ,  r a c e ,  a n d  n a t i o n a l i t y  q u e s t io n s  w h ich  l e f t  them  a s  f a r  from  a 
f i n a l  a g ree m en t a s  b e f o r e  th e y  f i r s t  s a t  a ro u n d  t h e  same t a b l e . ^  The
^M inutes o f  May 2 8 , 1903# M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  US, V o l. XL (Richm ond; P r e s b y te r i a n  
C om m ittee o f  P u b l i c a t i o n ) ,  4 8 5 - 8 6 .
^ M in u te s  o f  May 27# 1904# M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church i n  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  IV (1 9 o 4 ) , 132-34«■
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c o n s c ie n c e s  o f  t h e  C um berland  co m m ittee  members w ere s t i l l  i n s e c u r e  i n  
s p i t e  o f  th e  r e v i s i o n s  o f  1902 - 1 9 0 3 * an d  t h e y  demanded " l i b e r t y  o f  
h e l i e f "  w ith  r e g a r d  t o  many d o c t r i n a l  s ta te m e n ts  i n  th e  U .S .A . c r e e d a l  
s t a n d a r d s .  To t h i s  th e  U .S .A . r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in d i g n a n t l y  r e t o r t e d  
t h a t  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n s  w ould  n o t  be  a l lo w e d  m ore l i b e r t y  o f  
b e l i e f  th a n  r e g u l a r  P r e s b y te r i a n  m em bers . ^
Work was c o n t in u e d  i n  D ecem ber, 1903* i n  C in c in n a t i ,  O hio , b y  
su b -c o m m itte e s  a p p o in te d  b y  b o th  m a jo r  co m m ittee s  r e p r e s e n t in g  t h e  two 
d e n o m i n a t i o n s R o a d b l o c k s  t h a t  h i t h e r t o  h ad  h in d e re d  p r o g r e s s  w ere 
b ru s h e d  a s i d e ,  an d  th e  s u b -c o m m itte e s  q u ic k ly  r e a c h e d  a g re e m e n ts  on  th e  
d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  u n io n  c o n t r a c t .  T hese  su b -c o m m itte e s  c o m p le te d ^ th e ir  
w ork a n d  h e ld  a  l a s t  m e e tin g  on Decem ber 31* 1903 i n  w h ich  th e y  a g re e d  
t o  su b m it f o r  c o n s id e r a t i o n  th e  u n io n  p la n  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  G e n e ra l 
A s s e m b lie s .  The two f u l l  co m m ittee s  m et t o g e t h e r  a g a in  i n  F e b ru a ry ,
190U. A f t e r  a  few  ch an g es  w ere m ade, t h e  docum ent was s ig n e d  on
k l
F e b ru a ry  2 0 , b y  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  b o th  c h u r c h e s .
B e fo re  a t t a c h i n g  t h e i r  names t o  t h e  u n io n  p la n ,  t h e  C um berland 
co m m ittee  members h ad  a t te m p te d  t o  o b ta in  f u r t h e r  d o c t r i n a l  c o n c e s s io n s  
from  t h e  U .S .A . r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  I n  t h i s  th e y  w ere u n s u c c e s s f u l .  I n
^ 5I b i d . ,  134 .
^ A p p e n d ix  12 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  Cumber­
la n d  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  (1 9 0 4 ) , 6 0 a ; M in u te s  o f  May 27* 190^* M in u tes  
o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  
IV (1 9 0 4 ) , 1 2 9 .
I1 .7
'Appendix 12 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f  th e  Cumber­
la n d  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church (1 9 0 4 ) , 6 1 a .
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s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  a n x io u s  d e s i r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  a  f i r m  f o o th o ld  i n  th e  
S o u th , th e  U .S .A . com m itteem en to o k  a h a r d  l i n e  dem anding t h a t  th e
C um berland C hurch  s h o u ld  " y i e l d  i t s  nam e, a d o p t o u r  S ta n d a rd s  a s  an
lifte n t i r e t y ,  an d  f i n d  co m p le te  u n io n  w i th  u s .
T h is  p ro p o s e d  p l a n  o f  u n io n  an d  r e u n io n  em bod ied  f o u r  p o i n t s ,  
e i g h t  c o n c u r r e n t  d e c l a r a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h r e e  re c o m m e n d a tio n s . The d o cu ­
m ent p ro v id e d  f o r  th e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  tw o c h u rc h e s  u n d e r  t h e  name 
an d  s t y l e  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , 
an d  th e  u n io n  w ould  be  e f f e c t e d  on  t h e  " d o c t r i n a l  b a s i s "  o f  t h e  C o n fe s ­
s io n  o f  F a i t h  a s  r e v i s e d  i n  1903 : "The s c r i p t u r e s  o f  t h e  O ld an d  New 
T e s ta m e n ts  s h a l l  b e  ack n o w led g ed  a s  t h e  i n s p i r e d  Word o f  God, th e  o n ly  
i n f a l l i b l e  r u l e  o f  f a i t h  a n d  p r a c t i c e . "
I t  was f u r t h e r  p r o v id e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  tw o n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  
b o d ie s  a p p ro v e d  o f  t h e  j o i n t  c o m m ittee  r e p o r t s ,  th e  G e n e ra l A sse m b lie s  
sh o u ld  th e n  r e f e r  t h i s  p la n  t o  t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  e a c h  d e n o m in a tio n  
f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I f  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  b o th  r e l i g i o u s  
b o d ie s  v o te d  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  on t h e  p l a n ,  t h e  u n io n  w ou ld  th e n  b e  b in d ­
in g  on  b o th  c h u r c h e s . One o f  t h e  c o n c u r r e n t  d e c l a r a t i o n s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
" i t  i s  m u tu a l ly  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  su c h  ag ree m en t now e x i s t s  b e tw een  th e  
sy stem s o f  d o c t r i n e  c o n ta in e d  i n  t h e  C o n fe s s io n s  o f  F a i t h  o f  th e  tw o 
C hurches a s  t o  w a r ra n t  t h i s  u n io n —a u n io n  h o n o r in g  a l i k e  t o  b o th ."
k8M inutes o f  May 2 7 , 1904 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  IV (1 9 0 * 0 ,. 13^ ♦
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A l l  m i n i s t e r s  an d  c h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  two d e n o m in a tio n s  w ere t o  
h av e  th e  same s ta n d in g  i n  t h e  u n i t e d  c h u rc h  a s  th e y  h a d  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c ­
t i v e  c o n n e c tio n s  i n  t h e i r  fo rm e r  d e n o m in a tio n . F u r th e rm o re , a l l  th e  
p r o p e r ty  and  c o r p o r a te  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  tw o r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  w ould  be  
t r a n s f e r r e d  to . t h e  u n i t e d  c h u r c h .^9
I t  was f u r t h e r  recom m ended t h a t  a  ch an g e  b e  made i n  th e  fo rm  o f  
g o v ern m en t o f  t h e  U .S .A .' c h u rc h  t o
a l lo w  a d d i t i o n a l  o r  s e p a r a t e  P r e s b y t e r i e s  an d  Synods t o  be  
o r g a n iz e d  i n  e x c e p t io n a l  c a s e s ,  w h o lly  o r  i n  p a r t ,  w i th in  t e r ­
r i t o r i a l  bounds o f  e x i s t i n g  P r e s b y t e r i e s  o r  Synods r e s p e c ­
t i v e l y ,  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r a c e  o r  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  i f  d e s i r e d  b y  
su ch  r a c e  o r  n a t i o n a l i t y . 5 °
T h is  l a s t  ag ree m en t was fra m e d  b e c a u se  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h u rch , t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  w hose e s ta b l i s h m e n t  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
S o u th , r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i t s  members w ou ld  be  in c e n s e d  o v e r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
m ix tu re  o f  N egro an d  w h ite  c o n g re g a t io n s  o r  c h u rc h  c o u r t s . A t f i r s t  
s e p a r a t e  N egro c h u rc h e s ,  p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  a n d  synods w ould  be  m a in ta in e d  
o n ly  i f  c o lo r e d  com m unicants g av e  t h e i r  c o n s e n t . I n  l a t e r  c o n fe re n c e s  
b e tw ee n  C um berland  an d  U .S .A . r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  co n ­
c e d e d  t h a t  s e p a r a t e  c h u rc h  e s ta b l i s h m e n ts  c o u ld  b e  o r g a n iz e d  i f  th e  
w h ite  r a c e  a lo n e  in  a  p r e s b y t e r y  o r  sy n o d  d e s i r e d  t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t . ^
^ A p p e n d ix  12 , M in u te s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  Cumber­
l a n d  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  (1 9 0 4 ) ,  6 2 a -6 5 a .
^ I b i d . ,  64a .
•^A non*, "The P r o v i s io n  f o r  S e p a r a te  P r e s b y t e r i e s , "  The Cumber­
l a n d  P r e s b y te r i a n  LXX (O c to b e r  2 6 , I 9 0 5 ) ,  4 5 1 -5 2 .
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T h is  l a s t  p r o v i s io n  in t r o d u c e d  t h e  Negro q u e s t io n  w h ich  p la y e d  
su c h  a  l a r g e  p a r t  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s io n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  u n io n  p l a n .
B e fo re  t h e  C i v i l  War t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  C um berland G e n e ra l A ssem bly  
to w a rd  s l a v e r y  was s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  body  o f  
t h e  O ld  S c h o o l, U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . Of th e  s i x t e e n  s t a t e s  i n t o  w h ich  
t h e  C um berland  C hurch  h ad  e x te n d e d  b y  t h e  C i v i l  W ar, e i g h t  w ere  s l a v e  . 
an d  e i g h t  n o n - s la v e ;  h ow ever, t h e  m em bership  i n  t h e  s la v e  s t a t e s  g r e a t l y  
e x c e e d e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  f r e e . - ^  I t  was th u s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  
body  t o  ta k e  a  s t r o n g  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  p e c u l i a r  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  
S o u th  w ith o u t r i s k i n g  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  w here i t s  g r e a t e s t  
s t r e n g t h  was l o c a t e d .  W hite  s o u th e r n  com m unicants o f  t h e  c h u rc h  w ere 
p r i m a r i l y  draw n from  th e  e c o n o m ic a lly  u n d e r p r iv i l e g e d  c l a s s e s .  Few o f  
them  owned s la v e s  o r  h a d  an y  c o n s id e r a b le  f i n a n c i a l  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  when th e  s e c t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  b eg an  s e v e r a l  
d e c a d e s  b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  W ar, s o u th e r n  C u m b e rlan d e rs , l i k e  o th e r  s o u th ­
e r n e r s  r e a c t e d  i n  v i o l e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a b o l i t i o n i s m .
T h u s , when t h e  Synod o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  o f  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  
pasjsed  a r e s o l u t i o n  i n  18^7 d en o u n c in g  N egro s e r v i t u d e ,  t h i s  a c t i o n  was 
c e r t a i n  t o  a t t r a c t  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem b ly . The r e s o l u ­
t i o n  s t a t e d :  " th e  sy s te m  o f  S la v e r y ,  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  i s  c o n t r a r y
t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  G o sp e l, h in d e r s  th e  p r o g r e s s  t h e r e o f ,  an d  
o u g h t t o  b e  a b o l i s h e d ."  When t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  h e ld  i t s  a n n u a l
52^ L . G. V ander V e ld e , The P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurches a n d  th e  F e d e r a l  
U n ion , 1861-1869 (C am b rid g e : H a rv a rd  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 2 ), 406 .
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m e e tin g  th e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r ,  t h e  co m m ittee  a s s ig n e d  t o  re v ie w  th e  
r e c o rd s  d is a p p ro v e d  th e  a c t i o n  and  e x p re s s e d  f e a r  t h a t  su c h  r e s o l u t i o n s  
w ould e n g en d e r s t r i f e ,  p ro d u c e  d i s t r a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c h u rc h , an d  th e r e b y  
h in d e r  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  g o s p e l .  By a  to p -h e a v y  v o te  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem - 
b l y  a p p ro v e d  th e  s e n t im e n ts  e x p re s s e d  in  t h e  co m m ittee  r e p o r t .  J
No one knows j u s t  when C u m b erlan d ers  becam e i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  N egro , b u t  i t  m ust have  b een  a t  a n  e a r l y  d a te ,  a s  
t h e r e  w ere 2 0 ,0 0 0  c o lo re d  com m unicants i n  t h a t  d e n o m in a tio n  b y  i 8 6 0 . 
A lth o u g h  N egroes a n d  w h ite s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  same c h u rc h e s ,  th e y  s a t  
s e p a r a t e l y .  S la v e s  w ere p e r m i t t e d  t o  a t t e n d  r e l i g i o u s  m e e tin g s  p r e ­
s id e d  o v e r  b y  members o f  t h e i r  own r a c e .  By s o u th e r n  la w , i n  s u c h  
in s ta n c e s  a  r e s p o n s ib le  w h ite  man was su p p o se d  t o  b e  p r e s e n t . 5^
A t i t s  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  i n  1866 , t h e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly , 
n o t  w ith o u t  p r o t e s t  on th e  p a r t  o f  some o f  t h e  members p r e s e n t ,  a d o p te d  
a  r e s o l u t i o n  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  N egro com m unicants w h ich  s t a t e d :  "no
c l a s s  o f  c i t i z e n s  a r e  so w e l l  p r e p a r e d ,  n o r  a r e  th o s e  an y  m ore w i l l i n g  
t o  a i d  th em , th a n  th o s e  w i th  whom t h i s  p e o p le  have a lw ay s  l i v e d . "  
Recommending t h a t  B ib le s  an d  r e l i g i o u s  l i t e r a t u r e  b e  p r o v id e d  t h e  c o l ­
o re d  m em bersh ip , t h e  a s se m b ly  u rg e d  th e  w h ite  members t o  p ro v id e  t h e i r  
Negro b r e t h r e n  w i th  s u i t a b l e  h o u se s  o f  worship.55 T hese  r e s o l u t i o n s
^ M in u te s  o f  May 1 9 , 18U8, M in u te s  o f  t h e  E ig h te e n th  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  (1 8 4 8 ) ,  1 2 -1 3 .
5^C am pbell, Good News on  t h e  F r o n t i e r , 73•
-^ A p p en d ix , M in u tes  o f  t h e  T h i r t y - s i x t h  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  
C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  (1 8 6 6 ) , 8 0 -6 l^
i6o
im p l ie d  t h a t  t h e  w h ite s  c o n te m p la te d  s e p a r a te  c o n g r e g a t io n s  f o r  t h e  
c o lo r e d .
The T exas P r e s b y te r y  -was v e r y  e x p l i c i t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  i t s  v ie w s
o n  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  N egro com m unicant t o  t h e  C um berland d e n o m in a tio n .
R e so lv e d  t h a t  u n t i l  some p la n  b e  p ro p o s e d  b y  th e  c h u rc h  f o r  
t h e  b e t t e r  o r g a n iz a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o lo r e d  p e o p le  in t o  a  s e p a r a t e  
c h u rc h , o r  p ro c e e d  t o  o r d a in  c o lo r e d  men t o  p r e a c h  t h e  g o s ­
p e l  an d  a d m in is te r  t h e  o rd in a n c e s  o f  th e  c h u rc h  t o  t h e  p e o p le  
o f  t h e i r  own c o l o r .  . . . But i n  do ing  so we do n o t c o n f e r  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  o u r  c h u rc h  j u d i c a t o r i e s . But 
w i l l  u s e  o u r  b e s t  e f f o r t s  t o  p ro m o te  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  w e lf a r e  
and  a i d  them  in  p e r f e c t i n g  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .5 °
W h ile  c o lo r e d  m i n i s t e r s  m ig h t b e  o r d a in e d  and  em ployed t o  w ork among 
members o f  t h e i r  own r a c e  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  p r e s b y te r y ,  t h i s  
b y  no means e n t i t l e d  them  t o  s i t  w i th  th e  w h ite  m i n i s t e r s  a t  th e  r e g u ­
l a r  p r e s b y te r y  m e e tin g .
A f t e r  th e  C i v i l  War N egroes te n d e d  t o  o r g a n iz e  i n t o  s e p a r a t e  
c h u rc h e s .  One t e s t  o f  t h e i r  n ew ly  fo u n d  freed o m  was t o  s e p a r a t e  fro m  
t h e  c h u rc h e s  o f  t h e i r  w h ite  m a s t e r s . T h e i r  fo rm e r  w h ite  m a s te r s  
e n c o u ra g e d  them  t o  e s t a b l i s h  in d e p e n d e n t r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n iz a t io n s  t o  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e . ^
When t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly o f  th e  C um berland  C hurch  m et i n
M u rf re e s b o ro , T e n n e sse e , i n  th e  sam e c i t y  a t  t h e  same t im e ,  a  co n v en ­
t i o n  o f  c o lo r e d  C um b erlan d ers  drew  up r e s o l u t i o n s  r e q u e s t in g  th e
^ M in u te s  o f  Decem ber 1 0 , 186 9 , "M in u tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
T ex as o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , 1 8 3 7 -1 8 7 0 ,"  242-5+3* I n  
m ic ro f i lm  c o l l e c t i o n  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r y ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
•^ W illia m  W arren S w eet, S t o r y  o f  R e l ig io n s  i n  A m erica  (New 
Y o rk : H a rp e r  & B r o th e r s ,  1 9 3 0 ) , 329*
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G e n e ra l A ssem bly  t o  p ro v id e  f o r  s e p a r a t e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  com posed w h o lly  
o f  th e  c o lo r e d  r a c e .  They f u r t h e r  a s h e d  f o r  a  s e p a r a t e  syn o d  a s  soon  
a s  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  num ber o f  p r e s b y t e r i e s  c o u ld  b e  fo rm ed  a n d  e x p re s s e d  
th e  hope t h a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  o th e r  a i d  c o u ld  b e  g iv e n  th em . 
The c o lo r e d  c o n v e n t io n  s t a t e d  i t s  v i e w : th a t  " i t  w ould  n o t  b e  f o r  t h e  
advancem ent o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  C h urch , among e i t h e r  t h e  w h ite  o r  
c o lo r e d  r a c e ,  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  tw o r a c e s  t o  m eet t o g e t h e r  i n  
t h e  same j u d i c a t u r e s . "  The G e n e ra l A ssem bly  w h ich  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  
c o n c u r r e d  i n  t h i s  v ie w p o in t  a c c e d e d  t o  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  
an  in d e p e n d e n t p r e s b y te r y . 58
A t t h e i r  own r e q u e s t ,  t h e  N egro c o n s t i tu e n c y  was fo rm ed  i n t o  a 
s e p a r a t e  c h u rc h ,  a  f a c t  o f  w h ich  th e y  w ere  rem in d ed  on s e v e r a l  l a t e r  
o c c a s io n s .  I n  1871 t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  n o te d  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o l ­
o r e d  p r e s b y te r y ,  known a s  G r e e n v i l le  P r e s b y te r y ,  h ad  grow n in t o  t h r e e .  
The n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  b o d y , t h e r e f o r e ,  p r o v id e d  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  
The F i r s t  Synod o f  t h e  C o lo re d  C um berland  C hurch . The f i r s t  m e e tin g  o f  
t h i s  j u d i c a t o r y  was t o  be  h e ld  i n  November, 1871 , a t  F a y e t t e v i l l e ,  
T e n n e s s e e .^9
I n  187^ a  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h i s  new d e n o m in a tio n  was o r g a ­
n iz e d .  I n  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  c o r re s p o n d in g  d e le g a te  from  th e  c o lo r e d  
C um berland  C hurch  t o  t h e  w h ite  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  Negro
5® M inutes o f  May 2 5 , 18 6 9 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  T h i r t y - n i n t h  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch ( I 8 6 9 ) ,  2 3 -2 k .
59M inutes o f  May 2 3 , 1 8 7 1 , M inutes o f  th e  F o r t y - f i r s t  G eneral
A ssem bly o f  th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church (1871)> 2 8 .
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d e n o m in a tio n  was com posed o f  46 o r d a in e d  m i n i s t e r s ,  20 l i c e n t i a t e s , .  30 
c a n d id a te s  f o r  th e  m i n i s t r y ,  a n d  3 /0 0 0  co m m u n ican ts . u
One o f  th e  o f f i c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h u rch  seem ed t o  v e r i f y  t h i s  b y  s a y in g  t h a t  o n ly  a s m a l l  f r a c t i o n  o f  
t h e  2 0 ,0 0 0  N egro com m unicants who b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  c h u rc h  b e f o r e  th e  
C i v i l  War w ere  e v e r  b ro u g h t i n t o  t h e  new d e n o m i n a t i o n .x
I n  1870 , th e  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  d e c i s io n  t o  e r e c t  a  s e p a r a t e  c o l ­
o r e d  c h u rc h , a  c o lo r e d  m i n i s t e r ,  th e  R ev . M r. Moses T . W eir, a p p e a re d  
w i th  a com m ission  from  th e  G r e e n v i l le  P r e s b y te r y  r e q u e s t i n g  a s e a t  i n  
th e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem b ly . The h o r r i f i e d  j u d i c a t o r y  r e j e c t e d  th e  
r e q u e s t  on t h e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  was no p r o p e r  in f o r m a t io n  b e f o r e  th e
62a s se m b ly  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  G r e e n v i l le  P r e s b y te r y .
I n  1873 n in e  c o lo r e d  e l d e r s  an d  members o f  M is s o u r i  P r e s b y te r y  
a p p e a le d  t o  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  t o  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  th e y  w ere members 
o f  O zark  S ynod , a  w h ite  j u d i c a t o r y ,  o r  o f  a c o lo r e d  sy n o d  i n  K en tu ck y  
o r  T e n n e s s e e . They w a n te d  a l s o  t o  know w h e th e r  th e y  w ere  e n t i t l e d  t o  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem b ly . C i t in g  th e  a c t i o n  o f  1869 , 
t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  in fo rm e d  th e  N egroes t h a t  th e y  h a d  "c h o se n  t h e i r  
own s t a t u s . «63
°^ A p p en d ix , M in u te s  o f  t h e  F o r t y - f o u r t h  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  
C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  (1 8 7 ^ ) ,  6 6 .
B . W. M cDonnold, H i s to r y  o f  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  ( N a s h v i l l e :  B o ard  o f  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n
C hurch , 1 8 9 9 ) , 4 3 6 .
62I b i d . ,  4 3 5 -3 7 -
^ M i n u t e s  Qf  May 2 2 , 1873 / M inutes o f  th e  F o r ty - t h i r d  G eneral
A ssem bly o f  th e  Cumberland P re sb y te F ia n  Church ( 1873 ) /  31-
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I n  1883  "the same G e n e ra l A ssem bly  b ad  b e f o r e  I t  a  m em o ria l fro m  
th e  Synod o f  C e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s ,  a c o lo r e d  a s se m b ly , r e q u e s t in g  t h a t  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  lo o k in g  to w a rd  th e  o r g a n ic  u n io n  o f  t h e  c o l ­
o r e d  C um berland  C hurch  an d  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e ric a . The w h ite  j u d i c a t o r y  once  a g a in  rem in d ed  
t h e i r  c o lo r e d  b r e t h r e n  t h a t  a  r a c i a l  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  tw o c h u rc h e s  h ad
b een  e f f e c t e d  on t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  th e  N e g ro e s , and  t h e  m em o ria l was
fih.s u b s e q u e n t ly  r e j e c t e d .
I n  t im e  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  becam e known f o r  i t s  
r i g i d  a d h e re n c e  t o  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e s  i n  b o th  
c o n g re g a t io n s  a n d  c h u rc h  c o u r t s .  S in c e  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  was 
lo c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  N o rth  a n d  W est, i t  was g e n e r a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  
b y  s o u th e r n e r s  a s  th e  " N o r th e rn "  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . Many p e o p le  
below  t h e  M ason-D ixon l i n e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s h o u ld  a  u n io n  b e  consum m ated 
b e tw een  t h e  tw o P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  w ou ld  a t te m p t  
to  a b o l i s h  th e  s e p a r a t e  r a c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s . S o c ie ty  i n  t h e  S o u th  
w ould  b e  d i s r u p te d ,  th e y  f e a r e d ,  b y  th e  n o r th e r n  a t te m p t  t o  f o r c e  a m ix ­
t u r e  o f  t h e  r a c e s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y .  T h is  i r r a t i o n a l  an d  
g ro u n d le s s  f e a r  i s  e v id e n t  i n  t h e  c h u rc h  r e c o r d s  a n d  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d .
R e tu rn in g  t o  t h e  p ro p o s e d  p l a n  o f  u n io n  o f  t h e  tw o c h u rc h e s ,  
th e  r e p o r t  f ra m e d  b y  th e  j o i n t  c o n fe re n c e  was s u b m it te d  t o  t h e  G e n e ra l
^ M in u te s  o f  May 2 3 , 1 8 8 3 , M inutes o f  th e  G en era l Assem bly o f
th e  Cum berland P r e s b y te r ia n  Church ( 1 8 8 3 ) ,  25-26 .
A sse m b lie s  o f  t h e  two d e n o m in a tio n s  m e e tin g  in  May, 190I+. E a s i ly  t h e  
m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  s e s s io n  was t h a t  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  body  o f  t h e  
C um berland  C hurch  h e ld  i n  D a l l a s ,  T e x a s . As soon  a s  t h e  u n io n  p la n  was 
r e a d  t o  th e  j u d i c a t o r y ,  a  h e a te d  d e b a te  to o k  p l a c e .  I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  
s w e l te r in g  h e a t  an d  th e  d in  w hich  a t  t i m e s ' a lm o s t p r e v e n te d  a  s p e a k e r  
from  b e in g  h e a r d ,  th e  co m m iss io n e rs  s a t  l i s t e n i n g  i n t e n t l y  t o  th e  
a d d r e s s e s  g iv e n .  A t t h e  t e r m in a t io n  o f  a  lo n g  sp e e c h , t h e  d e le g a te s  
w ould  r i s e  an d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  j o i n  i n  t h e  s in g in g  o f  " B le s t  Be t h e  
T ie  t h a t  B in d s"  and  o t h e r  g o s p e l  f a v o r i t e s .  T h e re  was an  a i r  o f  so lem ­
n i t y  b ro o d in g  o v e r  t h e  h a l l ,  f o r  a l l  p r e s e n t  a p p e a re d  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  
g r a v i t y  o f  th e  i s s u e  t o  b e  d e c id e d .  They t r u l y  b o re  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  
t h e i r  b e lo v e d  c h u rc h  on t h e i r  s h o u ld e r s .^5
By th e  t im e  th e  d e le g a te s  g a th e r e d  i n  th e  D a l la s  M usic H a l l  th e  
u n io n  movement h ad  g a in e d  c o n s id e r a b le  momentum. On t h e  o th e r  h an d , 
t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  i n  th e  C um berland d e n o m in a tio n  r u e f u l l y  t o l d  a  young 
s tu d e n t  many y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e y  h ad  f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  movement s e r i ­
o u s ly ,  assu m in g  t h a t  t h i s  m erg e r a t te m p t  w ou ld  b u rn  i t s e l f  o u t  i n  f r u i t ­
l e s s  d e b a te s  an d  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a s  p r e v io u s  a t te m p ts  h a d  d o n e . T hey had  
f a i l e d  t o  o r g a n iz e  o r  r a l l y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n .  
C o n se q u e n tly , t h e y  w ere th ro w n  i n t o  c o n fu s io n  an d  d ism ay  b y  th e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  t h e  u n io n  f o r c e s  w i th i n  t h e i r  c h u rc h  a n d  w ere n e v e r  a b le  t o  o rg a n iz e  
and  o f f e r  e f f e c t i v e  r e s i s t a n c e .^6
^ D a l la s  M orning  News, May 25 , I 90U.
D a v is , "U nion o f  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  w i th  t h e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , USA," 2 7 .
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The f i r s t  co m m iss io n e r t o  s p e a k  a g a i n s t  t h e  p ro p o s e d  m e rg e r was
Judge  F .  A. P r e n d e r g r a s t  from  M a rs h a l l ,  T e x a s . A f t e r  r e f e r r i n g  " b r ie f ly
t o  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  "between th e  tw o c h u rc h e s ,  he t u r n e d  h i s
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  N egro q u e s t i o n .  A l le g in g  a  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  U .S .A .
C hurch  w ou ld  a t te m p t  t o  f o r c e  N egroes i n t o  a l l  th e  c o n g re g a t io n s  o f  th e
S o u th , he d e c l a r e d :
The Negro q u e s t io n  o u g h t t o  b e  l e f t  a s  i t  i s .  I f  th e  S o u th  
ack n o w led g es them  a s  "belonging  t o  o u r  c h u rc h e s ,  we have  l o s t  
o u r  in f l u e n c e  o v e r  t h e  v e ry  p e o p le  whom we w ish  t o  r e a c h .  We 
p ro v id e  s e p a r a t e  co ac h es  an d  s c h o o ls  f o r  th e  tw o r a c e s  an d  
a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  i n t e r m a r r i a g e .  T h ese  p r o v is io n s  a r e  g ood , 
a n d  o n ly  e v i l  w i l l  come from  t h e i r  re m o v a l.
R esp o n d in g  t o  t h e  rem ark s  o f  Ju d g e  P r e n d e r g r a s t ,  Ju d g e  E . E . 
B eard  o f  L ebanon , T e n n e sse e , a member o f  t h e  co m m ittee  t h a t  n e g o t i a t e d  
w i th  t h e  U .S .A . co m m itte e , com m ented, "As t o  th e  N egro i t  i s  a m i s f o r ­
tu n e  t o  t h e  S o u th  t h a t  t h e  Negro cam e, b u t  a  p r o v i d e n t i a l  b l e s s i n g  t o  
th e  N e g ro ."  A m erica  had  C h r i s t i a n i z e d  an d  c i v i l i z e d  th e  b la c k  man 
b ro u g h t t o  t h i s  c o u n try ,  a n d  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  he s h o u ld  b e  g r a t e f u l .  To 
a rg u e  t h a t  s o u th e r n  p r e s b y t e r i e s  w ou ld  be  c o m p e lle d  t o  a c c e p t  Negro mem­
b e r s  was t o  d e c l a r e  what was n o t n e c e s s a r i l y  t r u e .  " I t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  
have to o  much o f  a  good t h i n g , "  he rem a rk ed  s a t i r i c a l l y .  A d m ittin g  t h a t  
he was a s  much o p p o sed  t o  Negro e q u a l i t y  a s  an y o n e , h e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  S o u th  owed a  d e b t o f  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  N egro w h ich  
o u g h t t o  in d u c e  i t  t o  g iv e  t h i s  r a c e  a f a i r  c h a n c e . H is d i s c u s s io n  
a l s o  r e v o lv e d  a b o u t th e  d o c t r i n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  th e  C um berland 
an d  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n s .^ 7
^ D a l la s  Morning News, May 2 5 , 1 9 0 4 .
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A f te r  tw o d ay s  o f  d e b a te ,  a  v o te  was th e n  t a k e n  on  w h e th e r  o r  
n o t  t o  su b m it th e  p la n  o f  u n io n  t o  t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  f o r  t h e i r  d e l i b e r a ­
t i o n .  I n  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 20 m i n i s t e r s  and  16 e l d e r s  v o te d  i n  f a v o r  
o f  s u b m is s io n  o f  th e  p la n ,  w h ile  s i x  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  f i v e  e l d e r s  w ere 
o p p o se d . I n  th e  a s se m b ly  v o te  a s  a w h o le , t h e  synods c a s t  a  t o t a l  o f  
236  b a l l o t s .  In  o r d e r  to  c a r r y  t h e  m e a su re , a  tw o - th i r d s  v o te  (158  
v o t e s ) ,  w ere n e e d e d . The f i n a l  t a l l y  r e v e a le d  t h a t  162 a f f i r m a t i v e  b a l ­
l o t s  w ere c a s t  a s  o p p o sed  t o  7 -̂ n e g a t iv e .^ ®  N ot a l l  t h e  d e l e g a te s  c a s t  
t h e i r  b a l l o t s  on t h i s  v i t a l  i s s u e .  O nly  236  v o te s  o u t  o f  a  v o t in g  mem­
b e r s h ip  o f  251 w ere c a s t .  Many o f  t h e  o ld e r  c o m m iss io n e rs , b o th  m in ­
i s t e r s  a n d  e l d e r s ,  fo u n d  t h e  d a y -lo n g  d e b a te s  v e r y  s t r e n u o u s .  A ssum ing 
t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s s io n  w ould c o n t in u e  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s , on t h e  s e c o n d  ,day 
o f  th e  d e b a te ,  May 2 5 , many o f  th e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e t i r e d  e a r l y .  L a te  
i n  t h e  e v e n in g  o f  t h a t  day  t h e  d e le g a te s  p r e s e n t  v o te d  t o  p e rm it  one 
m ore s p e a k e r  f o r  e a c h  p o s i t i o n  t o  d e l i v e r  an  a d d r e s s .  A f t e r  th e s e  
sp e e c h e s  w ere c o n c lu d e d , a v o te  was ta k e n  n e a r  m id n ig h t w i th  t h e  r e s u l t s  
i n d i c a t e d .  I f  a l l  d e le g a te s  h ad  b een  s e a te d ,  168 v o te s  w ou ld  h av e  b e e n
n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  a  r e s o l u t i o n .  A t t h e  t im e  th e  b a l l o t i n g  to o k  p l a c e ,
69a quorum was p r e s e n t ,  a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  t a l l y  was l e g a l l y  v a l i d .  *
The d e c i s io n  o f  t h a t  e v e n in g  l a t e r  l e d  t o  c h a rg e s  o f  f r a u d  and  
c o e r c io n .  A lth o u g h  t h e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  su c h  a l l e g a t i o n s ,
^ M in u te s  o f  May 2 5 , 190h, M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  (1 9 0 4 ) ,  4 4 -4 8 .  "
^ I b i d . ; D a v is , "U nion o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
a n d  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , USA," 2 9 .
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i t  was p ro b a b ly  an  e r r o r  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  u n i o n i s t s  n o t  t o  in s u r e  
b ey o n d  th e  s l i g h t e s t  q u e s t io n  f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  b a l l o t i n g .  The 
a c t u a l  p ro c e d u re  i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  a n d  s u s p ic io n  b e tw een  th e  
tw o o p p o s in g  camps i n s i d e  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n .
W hile  t h e  d e le g a te s  i n  D a l la s  w ere p o n d e r in g  th e  f u t u r e  f a t e  o f  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  U .S .A . 
d e n o m in a tio n  was h o ld in g  i t s  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  i n  B u f f a lo ,  New Y ork .
T h e re  a l s o  a  d e b a te  to o k  p la c e  b e tw een  th e  o p p o n e n ts  a n d  p ro p o n e n ts  o f  
u n io n .  The d e s p e r a te  and  e m o tio n a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  s t r u g g l e  w i th in  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  body  o f  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  was s i g n a l l y  l a c k ­
in g  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s io n  b e tw ee n  th e  co m m iss io n e rs  i n  t h e  B u f f a lo  a s s e m b ly .
The d e b a te  b eg an  on F r id a y ,  May 2 5 . The f i r s t  s p e a k e r  was D r. 
F r a n c is  L . P a t t o n .  U n iv e r s a l l y  ackno w led g ed  a s  t h e  " i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o l o s ­
s u s"  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h , he f i r s t  h a d  g a in e d  p ro m in en ce  b y  le a d in g  
a n  a t t a c k  on t h e  R ev . M r. D av id  Sw ing, one o f  t h e  m ost b r i l l i a n t  men 
e v e r  t o  h o ld  down a  p a s t o r a t e  i n  C h ic a g o . D r . P a t t o n 's  s u c c e s s f u l  
p r o s e c u t io n  o f  t h i s  p o p u la r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  Synod o f  I l l i n o i s  b ro u g h t 
him t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  a s  a  w h o le . He becam e e d i t o r  
o f  The I n t e r i o r ,  t h e  m ost p ro m in e n t p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  U .S .A . C hurch , 
an d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i t y ,  a  p o s t  he h e ld  u n t i l  1902 , when 
he was r e p la c e d  b y  Woodrow W ils o n . A t t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  B u f fa lo  m e e tin g  
he was p r e s i d e n t  o f  P r in c e to n  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  a n d  t h e  r e c o g n iz e d  
l e a d e r  o f  th e  u l t r a c o n s e r v a t i v e  b ra n c h  o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n . He was a 
f o rm id a b le  a n t a g o n i s t  i n  a  d e b a te ,  b e c a u se  when h a rd  p r e s s e d  he w ou ld
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r e t i r e  b e h in d  a  smoke s c r e e n  o f  G reek an d  L a t in  q u o ta t io n s  w h ich  few 
th e o lo g ia n s  h ad  e i t h e r  th e  w it  o r  e n e rg y  t o  a t te m p t t o  d i s p e l .
When D r. P a t to n  a r o s e  t o  a d d re s s  t h e  g a th e r in g  i n  o p p o s i t io n  to  
th e  m erge r p la n ,  t h e r e  was a  s t i r  o f  a n t i c i p a t i o n  among th e  d e l e g a t e s . 
A tta c h e d  t o  C a lv in ism , p u re  and  u n d i lu te d ,  he a d m itte d  h i s  o p p o s i t io n  
t o  th e  r e v i s i o n s  o f  1902 an d  1903* W hile he c o u ld  l i v e  w ith  th e s e  
a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  h i s  c h e r i s h e d  th e o lo g y ,  he  f e a r e d  t h a t  b r in g in g  i n  
th o u s a n d s  o f  C um berland P r e s b y te r ia n s  w ould  le a d  t o  f a r  more r a d i c a l  
ch an g es i n  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  s ta n d a r d s  o f  th e  c h u rc h . He. c r i e d  t h a t  b r i n g ­
in g  th o s e  i n d i v id u a l s  i n t o  th e  c h u rc h  w ould "amount t o  a  r e v i s i o n  t h a t  
b l o t s  o u t  c o m p le te ly  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h i s  C a l v i n i s t i c  co n ­
f e s s i o n . "  I n  c o n c lu s io n  he  s t a t e d ,  " I  am i n  f a v o r  o f  u n io n  i f  you do 
n o t  p ay  to o  much f o r  i t . "  A lth o u g h  n o t  c l e a r l y  s p e l l e d  o u t ,  he e v i ­
d e n t ly  f a v o r e d  b r in g in g  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r ia n s  i n t o  th e  denom ina­
t i o n  i f  th e  c h u rc h  c o u ld  in s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  p r e l a t e s  c o u ld  n e v e r  g e t  
t h e i r  r e v i s i o n i s t  hands on h i s  c h e r i s h e d  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n .
D r. Jam es B. M o ffa t ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  W ash ing ton  an d  J e f f e r s o n  C o l­
l e g e ,  r e p l i e d  t o  D r. P a t t o n .  T a l l  and  s le n d e r  w ith  b la c k  h a i r  an d  a 
m u s ta c h e , he was known a s  a  p r e a c h e r  o f  e x t r a o r d in a r y  a b i l i t y .  When he 
a ro s e  t o  sp e a k , th e  a p p la u s e  was d e a fe n in g ,  and  he h ad  t o  w a it  f o r  more 
th a n  a m in u te  t o  b e g in  h i s  a d d r e s s .  When he s e c u re d  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
th e  th r o n g ,  he s a i d  t h a t  D r. P a t to n ,  " th e  g r e a t e s t  th e o lo g ia n  i n  th e  
w o rld , was h a rd  t o  f o l l o w ."  C o n s id e r in g  th e  o b s c u r i t y  o f  some o f  t h e  
argum en ts  o f  th e  h e a d  o f  t h e  P r in c e to n  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em inary , t h a t  
s ta te m e n t  c o u ld  have b e e n  I n t e r p r e t e d  in  more th a n  one w ay. A lth o u g h
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a l l e g e d l y  one o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  u n io n  movement i n s i d e  t h e  U .S .A .
d e n o m in a tio n , D r. M o ffa t a d m it t e d ,  " I  am n o t a  s p e c i a l  a d v o c a te  o f  a
u n io n ,  I  n e v e r  th o u g h t  o f  i t ;  I  d id  n o t  know w h e th e r  I  w a n te d  u n io n  o r
n o t — d o n 't  t e l e g r a p h  t h i s  t o  D a l l a s . "  A f t e r  t h i s  d i s p a s s i o n a t e  d e fe n s e
o f  h i s  c a u s e ,  he s a i d :
I t  J u s t  seem ed t o  me t h a t  when a  h o d y  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  p ro p o s e  
t o  come i n t o  o u r  c h u rc h  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  C o n fe s s io n  o f  
F a i t h  a n d  n o t  o th e r w is e  i t  w ou ld  b e  so m e th in g  l e s s  t h a n  g r a c e  
t h a t  w ou ld  c lo s e  t h e  d o o r , ( a p p la u s e )  so m e th in g  l e s s  t h a n  l o y ­
a l t y  t o  C a lv in is m . (T h u n d ero u s a p p l a u s e . )
A n o th e r  s p e a k e r  was t h e  R ev . M r. J .  B oss S te v e n s o n ,  p a s t o r  o f  
th e  F i f t h  A venue P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rch  i n  New Y ork C i ty  one o f  t h e  w e a l t h i ­
e s t  c o n g r e g a t io n s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  R e f e r r in g  t o  t h e  C um berland  d en o m in a­
t i o n  a s  a  " c h u rc h  o f  p a u p e r s , "  he g ro a n e d  when h e  c o n te m p la te d  th e  
econom ic l i a b i l i t y  o f  s u c h  a  r e l i g i o u s  body  s a d d le d  on h i s  c h u rc h .  He 
f u r t h e r  a rg u e d  t h a t  o u t  o f  2 ,9 0 0  c h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  C um berland  den o m in a­
t i o n  i n  1901 ,  o n ly  15^  h a d  s e t t l e d  p a s t o r s ,  w h i le  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  w ho le  
num ber h a d  no Sunday S c h o o ls .  E ven m ore f r i g h t e n i n g ,  women w ere 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  e l d e r  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h e s .  Of l , 6 l 6 Cum­
b e r l a n d  m i n i s t e r s  i n  1 9 0 1 , o n ly  o n e - f o u r th  h a d  a t t e n d e d  a  t h e o l o g i c a l  
s e m in a ry , a n d  o n e - h a l f  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  t o  c o l l e g e .
The m o s t e lo q u e n t  d e f e n d e r  o f  t h e  u n io n  p la n  was t h e  R ev . M r.
R o b e r t  F .  C oy le  o f  D en v er, C o lo ra d o , who s a i d :
The C um berland  C h u rch  p ro p o s e s  t o  g iv e  up i t s  nam e, t o  g iv e  
up  i t s  s e p a r a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  g iv e  up e v e r y th in g  d i s t i n c t i v e  
t o  p ro m o te  an d  g l o r i f y  God. I t  seem s t o  me an  a c t  s u b l im e .
C o u ld  a n y th in g  be  m ore m a g n i f ic e n t  th a n  s e l f - o b l i t e r a t i o n  i n  
t h e  name o f  C h r i s t?
G re a t  a p p la u s e  g r e e t e d  D r. C o y le  a t  t h e  end  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s .
170
A N egro r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  t h e  R ev . M r. G eorge P .  D i l l a r d  o f  
C olum bia, S o u th  C a r o l in a ,  spoke  a g a i n s t  t h e  a g re e m e n t p ro v id in g  f o r  s e p ­
a r a t e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  an d  synods i n  th e  u n i t e d  c h u rc h :  "We d o n ' t  w ant t o
h e  s in g l e d  o u t  an d  made s p e c i a l  o b j e c t s  o f  m ercy  a n d  p r a y e r  b y  t h e  w h ite  
m an ."  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  N egroes h a d  w h ite  m i n i s t e r s  b u t  th e y  d ie d  aw ay.
"We c o u ld  n o t keep  them  a l i v e . "  T h is  b e in g  th e  c a s e ,  "we a r e  f o r  Negro 
l e a d e r s h i p ,  b u t  we a r e  a g a i n s t  s e p a r a t e  p r e s b y t e r i e s .  Why n o t  g iv e  u s  
a  ch an ce  t o  g e t  h ig h e r  b y  c o n s o r t in g  w i th  o u r  s u p e r i o r s ,  t h e  w h ite  man?" 
He c o n c lu d e d  by  a rg u in g  t h a t  t h e  f i f t y  t o  s i x t y  th o u s a n d  N egro  communi­
c a n t s  i n  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  w ere e x tre m e ly  r e l u c t a n t  t o  move i n t o  
s e p a r a t e  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  b e c a u se  t h e  N egro i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  was n e v e r  
m ore d i s c r im in a t e d  a g a i n s t  th a n  a t  th e  t im e  he was s p e a k i n g . ^
N ot w ish in g  t o  g iv e  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  i n t i m i d a t i n g  t h e  l e s s e r  
d e n o m in a tio n , th e  U .S .A . a s se m b ly  w a i te d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  u n t i l  i t  
r e c e iv e d  w ord from  D a l l a s .  When news o f  a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  a r r i v e d  
from  T e x a s , th e  r e s o l u t i o n  was th e n  in t r o d u c e d  o n to  th e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  
U .S .A . A ssem bly . The m e rg e r schem e was recom m ended f o r  t h e  c o n s id e r a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  by a v iv a  voce  v o t e . A lth o u g h  no a c t u a l  c o u n t 
was m ade, a  r e p o r t e r  e s t im a te d  t h a t  o v e r  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  d e le g a te s  
g av e  t h e i r  th u n d e r in g  a p p r o v a l .  The amendment p ro v id in g  f o r  s e p a r a t e  
p r e s b y t e r i e s  f o r  r a c i a l  o r  n a t i o n a l  g ro u p s  was a l s o  a c c e p te d  b y  v o ic e  
b a l l o t .  When th e  m o d e ra to r  o f  t h e  a s se m b ly  an n o u n ced  t h a t  b o th  p ro p o ­
s i t i o n s  h a d  b een  c a r r i e d ,  h u n d re d s  o f  d i g n i f i e d  d e le g a te s  w i th  t e a r s  i n
^ B u ffa lo  E x p ress , May 27 , 190*+ •
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t h e i r  ey es  le a p e d  to  t h e i r  f e e t  a n d  c la p p e d  t h e i r  h a n d s . The a sse m b ly  
th e n  b u r s t  i n t o  jo y o u s  so n g , " I  Love Thy C h urch , 0 God, t h e  Home o f  
T h in e  A bode."
B e fo re  t h e  v o te  -was ta k e n  a t  e le v e n  o 'c l o c k  on S a tu rd a y  m orn­
i n g ,  D r. Jo h n  Fox o f  New Y ork , o ne  o f  th e  o p p o n e n ts  o f  u n io n ,  made a  
d e s p e r a te  move t o  d e la y  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h e  tw o p r o p o s i t i o n s .  L eap in g  
t o  h i s  f e e t ,  he moved t h a t  i n  R e s o lu t io n  2 t h e  w ords " C a l v i n i s t i c  an d  
R eform ed" b e  i n s e r t e d  b e f o r e  th e  w ords " d o c t r i n a l  b a s i s  o f  t h e  C o n fe s­
s io n  o f  F a i t h . "  A murmur o f  im p a tie n c e  a r o s e  from  t h e  h a l l ,  an d  h i s  
m o tio n  d id  n o t  r e c e iv e  a  s e c o n d . U n w ill in g  t o  co n ced e  d e f e a t ,  he h u r ­
r i e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  R ev. M r. M o ffa t an d  a s k e d , "Does D r. M o ffa t a c c e p t  my 
am endm ent?" A r is in g  fro m  h i s  s e a t ,  D r. M o ffa t g l a r e d  a t  D r . Fox an d  
sn a p p e d , " I  do n o t . "  G re a t  a p p la u s e  fo l lo w e d  t h i s  s ta t e m e n t .  S h o r t ly  
a f t e r  b o th  m e asu re s  w ere  c a r r i e d ,  Fox was o n ce  a g a in  on  h i s  f e e t  
an n o u n c in g  t h a t  he  w ou ld  in t r o d u c e  a r e s o l u t i o n  o f  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  th e  
a c t i o n  t a k e n .  He u rg e d  a l l  th o s e  who s u p p o r te d  h i s  s ta n d  t o  m eet w i th  
him  i n  a m ass r a l l y  i n  t h e  b asem en t o f  th e  b u i l d i n g .  A s to rm  o f  boos 
a n d  h i s s e s  g r e e t e d  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t . A s h o r t  t im e  l a t e r  a  r e p o r t e r  saw 
D r . Fox in  t h e  basem en t b u t  he was a l o n e .  U ndism ayed, Fox in t r o d u c e d  
h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  p r o t e s t  l a t e r  t h a t  same a f t e r n o o n .  H owever, he h ad  
i n v e i g l e d  D r. P a t to n  a n d  o th e r s  t o  a t t a c h  t h e i r  s i g n a t u r e s  t o  th e  d o cu ­
m ent . The r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  u n d e r s ig n e d  r e g i s t e r e d  t h e i r  
" e m p h a tic  p r o t e s t "  a g a i n s t  t h e  a c t i o n  ta k e n  b y  t h e  A ssem b ly .7 1
71I b i d . ,  May 2 8 , 1904 .
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A more d e t a i l e d  p r o t e s t  r e s o l u t i o n  was in t r o d u c e d  an d  s ig n e d  "by 
John  R . D av ies  a n d  E l is h a  H. P e r k in s .  T h ese  tw o men s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  
w ere o p p o sed  t o  t h e  u n io n  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s . They f e a r e d  t h a t  
c o n t ro v e r s y  w ou ld  a r i s e  o v e r  d i s p u te s  in v o lv in g  p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s  an d  
a d m in i s t r a t i o n  b e c a u se  t h e  tw o c h u rc h e s  d i f f e r e d  so  g r e a t l y  i n  t r a d i ­
t i o n ,  th e  t r a i n i n g  o f  m i n i s t e r s ,  m ethods o f  w ork , m ethods o f  d e a l in g  
w ith  s i g n i f i c a n t  s o c i a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d , ab o v e  a l l ,  i n  d o c t r i n a l  b e l i e f  
a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  C o n fe s s io n s  o f  F a i t h .  U nion  b e tw ee n  
them  w ould  be  a  s e r io u s  m is ta k e .  T h is  docum ent was v o te d  down b y  a n  
overw helm ing  v o ic e  v o te ,  an d  t h e  a s se m b ly  en d e d  i t s  p r o c e e d in g s .^ 2 
O p p o s i t io n  t o  t h e  m e rg e r w i th in  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  was 
a c t u a l l y  s l i g h t .  T h is  r e l i g i o u s  b o d y  h ad  n o th in g  t o  lo s e  a n d  much t o  
g a i n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  b e in g  augm en ted  b y  h u n d red s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  new 
com m unicants a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  o f  p r o p e r ty  v a lu e ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
c h u rc h  w ould b e  a b l e  a t  l a s t  t o  e x te n d  i n t o  t h e  S o u th . A t t h e  B u f fa lo  
m e e tin g ,  i t  was p o in t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s io n s  t h a t  t h e  
U .S .A . c h u rc h  h a d  no r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  th e  s t a t e s  o f  A rk a n s a s , A labam a, 
and  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  an d  o n ly  7*232 members i n  T e n n e sse e , an d  3*379 i n  
T e x a s . The C um berland  C h u rc h ,w e l l - e n t r e n c h e d  i n  t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  V a l le y  
and  t h e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e ,  w ould p e rm i t  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  t o  p e n e ­
t r a t e  m a s s iv e ly  t h e  r e g io n .  I n  summary, i t  was a rg u e d  th e  u n io n  w ould
72M inutes o f  May 27 , 190i-, M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, Mew S e r . ,  IV (1 9 0 * 0 , 1 4 0 -4 1 1 .
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g iv e  t o  t h e  c h u rc h  a  " n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  com m ensurate v i t h  i t s  nam e, i t s  
h i s t o r y  an d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . " ^ 3
I t  w as, how ever, a  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r  w i th  t h e  C um berland  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . The o p p o n e n ts  o f  u n io n  w ere  num erous, d e s p e r a t e ,  
an d  d e te rm in e d , and  i t  a p p e a re d  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  a  b i t t e r  f r a t r i c i d a l  
s t r u g g l e  w ou ld  o c c u r  w i th in  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n .
The s t r u g g le  w i th in  t h e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  was c l e a r l y  
i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  c e r t a i n  r e l i g i o u s  p e r i o d i c a l s  o f  th e  p e r i o d .  The o f f i ­
c i a l  o rg a n  o f  t h e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  was t h e  w e e k ly  p e r i o d i c a l ,
The C um berland  P r e s b y t e r i a n . A lth o u g h  t h e  e d i t o r s  w ere  p r o - u n io n  i n  
s e n t im e n t ,  t h e y  p e r m i t t e d  a l l  v ie w p o in ts  on t h e  s u b je c t  t o  be  s p r e a d  on 
t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e i r  m a g a z in e . A n o th e r  p e r i o d i c a l ,  The C um berland  B an n er, 
was p u b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  1904 f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p u rp o s e  o f  
d e f e a t in g  t h e  m e rg e r .  P u b l is h e d  f i r s t  m o n th ly , th e n  w eek ly , t h i s  p e r i ­
o d i c a l  p e r m i t t e d  o n ly  a n t i - u n io n  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  a p p e a r  on  i t s  p a g e s .  To 
b e g in  w i th ,  th o s e  b o th  f a v o r a b le  a n d  u n fa v o ra b le  t o  u n io n  a d m it te d  t h a t  
t h e  g r e a t  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  u n h e s i t a t i n g l y  
f a v o r e d  u n io n .
W ith  one e x c e p t io n ,  a l l  21 o f  th e  l i v i n g  e x -m o d e ra to rs  o f  th e  
C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  f a v o r e d  t h e  p la n  o f  u n io n .  They w ere  s u p ­
p o r t e d  b y  a l l  b u t  one o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  C um berland  c o l l e g e s  o r  
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  an d  a lm o s t w ith o u t  e x c e p t io n  a l l  t h e  f a c u l t y  members and  
b o a rd s  o f  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s . S ta n d in g  w i th  them  w ere
73I b id . , 131 - 3 2 .
e v e ry  o f f i c e r  a n d  member o f  th e  e d u c a t io n  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h , e i g h t  
o f  t h e  n in e  members o f  t h e  b o a rd  o f  m i n i s t e r i a l  r e l i e f ,  a l l  e i g h t  mem­
b e r s  o f  t h e  b o a rd  o f  m is s io n s ,  a l l  n in e  members o f  t h e  b o a rd  o f  p u b l i ­
c a t i o n s ,  a l l  t e n  members o f  th e  b o a r d  o f  Sunday S ch o o l and  young 
p e o p l e 's  w ork , tw o o f  t h e  t h r e e  s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  s e m in a r ie s ,  
a l l  b u t  f i v e  o r  p o s s i b l y  t h r e e ,  members o f  t h e  b o a rd  o f  e v a n g e l i c a l  
w ork , a n d  t e n  o u t  o f  tw e lv e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A s s e m b l y . ^  I n  
s p i t e  o f  th e  a d h e re n c e  o f  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  t o  th e  f o r c e s  
f a v o r in g  m e rg e r , a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  i n s i d e  t h e  C um berland  d en o m in a tio n  
th r e w  up an  o b s t a c l e  c o u r s e  o f  a rg u m e n ts  t o  b lo c k  t h e  u n io n  m ovem ent. 
Many C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  who c h e r i s h e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  and  t r a d i t i o n s  
o f  t h e i r  in d e p e n d e n t d e n o m in a tio n  d e p lo re d  t h i s  l o s s . A m i n i s t e r  s u c ­
c i n c t l y  s t a t e d  t h i s  p o in t  o f  v iew  i n  a  p am p h le t w h ich  h ad  w ide c i r c u ­
l a t i o n  a t  t h e  t im e  t h e  d e b a te  was i n  p r o g r e s s : "We d id  n o t go b e c a u se
o f  h a llo w e d  m em ories o f  t h e  s a c r e d  p a t h  a lo n g  w hich  w ould  be  fo u n d  th e  
h e r o ic  deeds a n d  s p le n d id  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  d e v o te d  m en ."75  T hose 
o p p o sed  t o  th e  m e rg e r c a l l e d  t h e i r  o p p o n e n ts  i n s i d e  t h e i r  c h u rc h  
" T r a i t o r s  who b e t r a y  t h e i r  c o u n t ry  l i v e  i n  e v e r l a s t i n g  c o n te m p t, an d  t o  
b e t r a y  a  s a c r e d  t r u s t  s e c u r e s  f o r  one th e  e x e c r a t io n  o f  m an k in d . To
1 I .  P .  L a n d r i th ,  " O p p o s it io n  A rgum ents a n d  A c c u s a t io n s , " The 
C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n ,  LXVIII (O c to b e r  13> 190U ), ^ 5 7 -^ 8 .
^ T .  H. P a d g e t t ,  Why We D id  Not Go ( N a s h v i l l e :  C um berland
P r e s b y te r i a n  P u b l i s h in g  H ouse, n . d . ) ,  1 7 . I n  C hurch  P a p e rs  (Memphis 
T h e o lo g ic a l  S em inary  L ib r a r y ,  M em phis, T e n n e s s e e ) .
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"b e tray  a  c h u rc h  I s  w o rse  th a n  a l l ;  . . ."7 6  A nsw ering t h i s  c h a rg e  o f  
t r e a s o n  u n i o n i s t s  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  c o u ld  more e f f e c ­
t i v e l y  c a r r y  on i t s  w ork u n i t e d  t o  t h e  m o th e r c h u rc h .
A n o th e r  c r i t i c i s m  was t h a t  th e  u n io n  co m m ittee  a p p o in te d  b y  th e  
C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  i n  1903  was p a c k e d  w ith  p r o - u n i o n i s t s  o v e r ­
a n x io u s  t o  s e c u re  a  m erg e r a t  an y  c o s t .  T hey w ere to o  w i l l i n g  t o  make 
c o n c e s s io n s  t o  t h e  U oS.A . c h u rc h , and  r e l u c t a n t  t o  demand c o n c e s s io n s  
i n  t u r n .  I t  was p l a i n  t h a t  su c h  men had  no r i g h t  t o  " s e l l "  1 8 5 ,0 0 0  
C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  in to ,  a n o th e r  church.^7
S e c t io n a l i s m  a l s o  p la y e d  a l a r g e  p a r t  i n  b u i l d i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  to  
th e  u n io n  p l a n .  C um berland  p r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  t h e  N o rth  an d  W est a lm o s t 
u n i v e r s a l l y  s u p p o r te d  t h e  m ovem ent, w h ile  a l l  th e  l e s s e r  j u d i c a t o r i e s  
o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C o n fe d e ra te  s t a t e s  e x c e p t T exas w ere s o l i d l y  o p p o se d .
The s e n t im e n t  o f  t h e  O ld S o u th  i s  summed up i n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  s ta t e m e n t :
I  f i n d  o p p o s i t i o n  r i s i n g  o u t  o f  a  p u re  p r e ju d i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
N o r th .  They do n o t  s a y  so  i n  so  many w o rd s , b u t  i t  i s  e v id e n t
t o  anyone who k e e p s  h i s  e a r s  and ey es  o p e n . T h ere  a r e  men
h e r e  i n  N a s h v i l l e  who o p p o sed  t o  i t  s o l e l y  b e c a u se  i t  makes 
u s  a  N o r th e rn  c h u rc h .  . . . t h e  s o u th e r n  p e o p le  a r e  so  p e c u l i a r
i n  t h e i r  s e n t im e n t ,  . . . many . . . w ou ld  go £to o t h e r  c h u rc h e s
b e f o r e  g o in g  w i th  t h e  u n io n ] .  I n  o th e r  w o rd s , w h ile  some a r e  
o p p o sed  t o  u n io n  f o r  d o c t r i n a l  o r  o th e r  good r e a s o n s ,  v e ry  
many a r e  o p p o sed  b e c a u se  t h e y  s t i l l  h a t e  th e  N o r th , an d  a r e  
n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  have a n y th in g  t o  do w i th  a  N o r th e rn  C hurch .
. . . A l l  you  have  t o  do t o  some o f  t h e s e  p e o p le  i s  s a y  " n i g ­
g e r "  an d  th e y  w i l l  have a  f i t  a l l  a t  o n c e .78
76 I b i d . ,  5 .
77 I b i d . , 3 0 , 3 3 - 3^ -
^ 8W. C. Logan to  J .  L . H u tc h in s , A p r i l  7,  1 9 0 ^ , The C um berland 
P r e s b y te r i a n ,  LXXI (F e b ru a ry  2 2 , 1 9 0 6 ) , 2U8 .
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The a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  w ere  v e i l  a v a re  t h a t  many p e o p le  th e n  l i v i n g  w ere  
a l i v e  d u r in g  th e  R e c o n s t ru c t io n  p e r io d ,  v h i l e  many m ore r e s i d i n g  i n  th e  
S o u th  v e r e  f r i g h t e n e d  "by th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m yth  o f  b la c k  R e p u b lic a n  r u l e .  
I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  a  m i n i s t e r  v a s  b i t t e r  i n  h i s  a t t a c k  on t h e  U .S .A . 
d e n o m in a tio n :
T h is  i s  t h e  same c h u rc h  w h ich , th ro u g h  lo v  p o l i t i c a l  m a n ip u la ­
t i o n s ,  i n  one p e r i o d  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  c o u n t ry ,  a id e d  and  
a b e t t e d  t h e  t a k in g  o f  th e  b a l l o t  o u t o f  t h e  v h i t e  m an’s hands 
an d  p la c in g  i t  i n  t h e  h an d s  o f  th e  N eg ro . I t  i s  th e  same 
c h u rc h  v h o se  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  dem anded o f  C o n g ress  and  th e  
P r e s id e n t  t h a t  " to  th e  N egro s h o u ld  b e  d e le g a te d  t h e  t a s k  o f  
r e o r g a n iz in g  s o u th e r n  s o c i e t y . "79
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e s e  s e c t i o n a l  a rg u m e n ts , r u r a l  P r e s b y te r ia n s  
p u t  f o r t h  t h e  c o n te n t io n  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  v as  i n c l i n e d  t o  occu p y  
l a r g e  u rb a n  c e n te r s  t o  th e  n e g l e c t  o f  th e  c o u n t r y s id e .  T h is  m eant t h a t  
th e  l a r g e l y  r u r a l  C um berland  C hurch  v o u ld  be  p e r m i t t e d  t o  d ie  o f  i n a n i ­
t i o n  a n d  n e g l e c t  once  u n io n  h ad  b een  consum m ated.® ^
N ot a l l  o f  t h e  a rg u m en ts  a g a i n s t  t h e  p ro p o s e d  u n io n  v e re  a s  
p ro fo u n d . F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  th e  R ev . M r. W. T» D ale  n o te d  v i t h  in d ig n a t io n  
t h a t  one o f  h i s  C um berland  b r e th r e n  f a v o r e d  th e  u n io n  b e c a u se  he 
b e l i e v e d  i t  v a s  l i k e  J o n a h  b e in g  s v a l lo v e d  by t h e  B i b l i c a l  v h a l e .  The 
p r o - u n i o n i s t s  a rg u e d  t h a t  b e in g  s v a l lo v e d  p ro v e d  t o  b e  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  
t h e  p ro p h e t  f o r  he a c c o m p lish e d  more a f t e r  l e a v in g  th e  w h a le 's  b e l l y  
th a n  he e v e r  had  b e f o r e  he e n t e r e d  i t .  I n  r e p l y  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  R ev. Mr'. 
D a le  i n d i g n a n t l y  r o a r e d ,
79r . l . B a s k e t te ,  " P h a r i s a i c a l  D e fen se  o f  A p o s t a te s ,"  The Cum­
b e r l a n d  P r e s b y te r i a n  B anner ( J a n u a r y ,  1 9 1 0 ) , 7-
® °P a d g e tt, Why We D id  N ot Go, 2 2 .
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B ut t h i s  good  "b ro th er " s i d e s t e p s  t h e  f a c t "  t h a t  we w ere 
o nce  i n  t h i s  w hale  and  i t  p u k ed  u s  o u t ,  why s h o u ld  we s e e k  t o  
"be sw a llow ed  a g a in  by  i t ?  The n e x t  t im e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e in g  
v o m ite d  u p , we may be d ig e s t e d  b y  i t . But i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  
Jo n a h  and  th e  w h a le , Jo n a h  becam e n a u s e a t in g  t o  t h e  w h a le , so  
much so  th e  w h ale  g o t  v e r y  s i c k  an d  th re w  Jo n a h  o u t  upon th e  
d ry  la n d .
So, i f  we s h o u ld  be  sw a llo w ed  b y  t h i s  P r e s b y te r i a n  w hale 
a g a in ,  I  d a re  s a y  i t  w ould  n o t  b e  lo n g  u n t i l  t h e r e  w ould  be  
a n o th e r  v e ry  s i c k  f i s h  an d  a n o th e r  v o m itin g  w ould  o c c u r .® !
A n o th e r  a n t i - u n i o n i s t  co m p la in e d  t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e  
C um berland  C hurch c o u ld  n o t a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  th e  Cumber­
la n d  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h  i n  c o m p a riso n  t o  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n :
The u n io n  p ro p ag an d a  i s  b a c k e d  b y  th e  l e a d in g  e c c l e s i a s ­
t i c a l  and  s c h o l a s t i c  d i g n i t a r i e s  o f  o u r  c h u rc h .  B ut th e y  
have l o s t  t h e i r  w i t s .  T h is  i s  e v id e n c e d  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  
d o n 't  know t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  r e a l  f l e s h  an d  c o l o r  an d  
p a d d in g  an d  p a i n t . They w ant C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  t o  
d iv o rc e  a  sp o u se  [The C um berland C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h ]  t h a t  
s u r p a s s e s  in  v i v a c i t y ,  b e a u ty ,  a n d  l o v l i n e s s  [ s i c ] a l l  o th e r s  
i n  t h e  e n t i r e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  f a m i ly  o f  C h ris te n d o m  f o r  one 
[The W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h ]  t h a t  i s  r e d -h e a d e d ,  
f r e c k l e - f a c e d  a n d  c r o s s - e y e d .  They t e l l  u s  t h a t  t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n s  have r e v i s e d  t h e i r  sp o u se  w i th  b r i e f  s ta te m e n ts  and  
new c h a p te r s  u n t i l  sh e  i s  j u s t  a s  lo v e ly  a n d  b lu s h in g  a s  o u r s .
H owever, on e  h ad  b u t  t o  a p p ly  a l k a l i  and  warm w a te r  t o  t h e  U .S .A . Con-
82f e s s i o n  a n d  th e  same o ld  b u c k - te e th  a n d  c r o s s e d  ey es  w ou ld  a p p e a r .
One c o m p la in t o f  th e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  was t h a t  th e y  b e l i e v e d  th e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  dem anded u n re a s o n a b ly  h ig h  s ta n d a r d s  o f  i t s  m i n i s ­
t e r i a l  c a n d id a te s .  I t  c a n n o t b e  d e n ie d  t h a t  a  s m a l l  e le m e n t o f  th e  
c h u rc h  g l o r i f i e d  an  u n t r a i n e d  m i n i s t r y .  I t  was p e rh a p s  i n e v i t a b l e ,
81V . T . D a le , " Jo n a h  an d  th e  W h ale ,"  The C um berland  B a n n e r, I  
( A p r i l ,  1 9 0 4 ) , 1 2 .
8pT. A. Haveron, "The G eneral A ssem bly and th e  Union Q u estion ,"
ib i d .  (Ju n e, 1 9 0 4 ), 3-
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c o n s id e r in g  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  th e  c h u rc h , t h a t  some C um berland m i n i s t e r s  
c a r r i e d  t h e i r  r e b e l l i o n  t o  a  l o g i c a l  e x tre m e  b y  a rg u in g  t h a t  l i t t l e  o r  
no e d u c a t io n  was p r e f e r r e d .  One spokesm an even  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  
s o u l  w ere aw akened  w ith  r e l i g i o u s  f i r e ,  a  good  m o ra l c h a r a c t e r  was . 
u n n e c e s s a ry .
One h u n d re d  and  tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a r s  ago t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
h ad  a  p r e s t i g e  i n  t h i s  c o u n try ;  b u t  b y  h o ld in g  o n  t o  f o s ­
s i l i z e d  a n d  im p r a c t i c a b le  s ta n d a r d s  i t  h a s  d ra g g e d  i t s e l f  t o  
r a n k  f o u r t h  o r  f i f t h  among A m erican  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u rc h e s .
W ith o u t money o r  e d u c a t io n  we have done Im m ensely  b e t t e r  w ork 
th a n  sh e  h a s  d o n e , i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  num bers and  f a c i l i t i e s .
The M e th o d is t  c h u rc h , t h e  B a p t i s t  c h u rc h  a n d  t h e  S a lv a t io n  
Army a r e  s ta n d in g  w i tn e s s e s  t o  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  an  u n e d u c a te d  
f o r c e .  . . . Our c h u rc h , w i th  a l l  sh e  h a s  an d  i s  an d  h a s  b e e n , 
was b u i l t  b y  " u n e d u c a te d  men" an d  we a r e  n o t r e a d y  t o  s a y  t h a t  
we a r e  asham ed o f  t h e i r  w o rk . J e s u s  d id  h i s  w ork among th e  
p e o p le  a n d  d id  n o t b o a s t  a b o u t h i s  e d u c a t io n .  . . . J e s u s  
ch o se  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  from  among th e  common p e o p le — i n  o r d e r  t o  
r e a c h  th e  m a s s e s . Our s ta n d a r d  s h o u ld  be  h ig h  b u t  i t  s h o u ld  
b e  a d v i s o r y ,  n o t  c o m p u lso ry . When God s e t s  a  m a n 's  h e a r t  on 
f i r e  w i th  a  d e s i r e  t o  c a r r y  a  m essage t o  o th e r s  no P r e s b y te r y  
o r  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o r  a n y  o th e r  human pow er h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
demand a n y th in g  o f  him  o t h e r  th a n  good  common s e n s e ,  good 
m o ra l c h a r a c t e r  an d  e v id e n c e s  o f  good  f a i t h ;  a n d  i t  i s  t o  be 
d o u b te d  ev en  i f  anybody  has  a  r i g h t  t o  demand even  good  c h a r ­
a c t e r .  Some o f  t h e  p e o p le  J e s u s  s e n t  a s  p r e a c h e r s  h ad  
u n sa v o ry  r e p u t a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  woman a t  t h e  w e l l .  But 
th e y  w ere i n  e a r n e s t ,  an d  i n  good  f a i t h .  The c a l l  o f  God o u t ­
ra n k s  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  a n d  A ssem b ly . Of c o u rs e  a man w i th  good 
e d u c a t io n  w ould  p ro b a b ly  do b e t t e r  w ork th a n  he w ould  do w i th ­
o u t  e d u c a t io n ,  b u t  r e a l l y  t h i s  i s  n o t  d e m o n stra te d .® 3
The a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  e v i d e n t l y  soon  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  com paring  th e  
c r e e d s  o f  t h e  tw o d e n o m in a tio n s  an d  h a i r - s p l i t t i n g  t h e o l o g i c a l  a r g u ­
m en ts  l e f t  t h e i r  com m unicants a p a t h e t i c  a n d  b e w ild e r e d .  P e e l in g  t h a t  
t h e i r  c a u se  was a lo s in g  one a n d  t h e i r  b e lo v e d  c h u rc h  f a c e d  d e s t r u c t i o n ,
^ A n o n . ,  " E d i t o r i a l  B r i e f l e t s  an d  E x c e r p t s ,"  The C um berland  
B a n n e r , I  (May, 1 9 0 ^ ), 1 1 .
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t h e y  y ie ld e d  t o  th e  te m p ta t io n  o f  e n r o l l i n g  p o p u la r  s u p p o r t  th ro u g h  
l e v e l i n g  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  d e fa m a to ry  c h a rg e s  a t  t h e i r  o p p o n e n ts .  Ju d g e  
J .  N. P a r k e r ,  one o f  t h e  d e le g a te s  t o ' t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m e e tin g  in  
D a l l a s ,  a t t a c k e d  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  an d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  h i s  
own c h u rc h . The m o tiv e s  a c t u a t i n g  th e  m ovem ent, he c h a rg e d , w ere 
" p r e s t i g e  an d  p o w e r."  T h e i r  r e a s o n s  w ere "m e rc e n a ry  an d  a m b itio u s "  
an d  t h e i r  m ethods " p o l i t i c a l . " ^
E v id e n t ly  p iq u e d  by  t h e  r e s e n tm e n t  h i s  rem ark  made among p r o -  
u n i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  C um berland d e n o m in a tio n , Ju d g e  P a r k e r  w ent f u r t h e r  i n  
le v y in g  a c c u s a t io n s .  He c la im e d  t h a t  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  d e le g a te s  a t  th e  
D a l la s  m e e tin g  w ere a p p ro a c h e d  an d  o f f e r e d  s a l a r i e s  r a n g in g  fro m  f i v e  
th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  down i n  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  i f  t h e y  w ou ld  change t h e i r  
v o te  from  a n e g a t iv e  t o  an  a f f i r m a t i v e  o n e . T hey c la im e d  th e y  w ere 
v e r y  h u r t  t h a t  an y  s u c h  o f f e r  s h o u ld  be  m ade . T h ere  was t h e  c l e a r  
im p l ic a t io n  t h a t  i f  t h e y  v o te d  a g a i n s t  s u b m is s io n  o f  th e  p la n  t o  th e  
p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  and  th e  u n io n  was f i n a l l y  consum m ated, th e y  w ould  g e t  
n o th in g .  Ju d g e  P a rk e r  f u r t h e r  a s s e r t e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  members o f  th e  
C um berland co m m ittee  t h a t  m et w i th  t h e  U .S .A . r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  fram e 
th e  p la n  o f  u n io n , b e in g  s k i l l f u l  h o r s e t r a d e r s ,  s t r u c k  a  h a rd  b a r g a i n .  
W hile  he w ould  n o t c h a rg e  t h a t  th e  co m m ittee  members a c t u a l l y  p o c k e te d  
money a t  t h e  j o i n t  c o n fe re n c e  i n  S t .  L o u is , he d id  b e l i e v e  t h a t  v i s io n s  
o f  l a r g e r  s a l a r i e s  l i k e  su g arp lu m s " f l o a t e d  a c r o s s  t h e i r  m e n ta l
fill.
J .  N. P ark er , "Report o f  D e le g a te ,"  i b i d .  (J u ly , 1 9 0 4 ) , 4 .
lfio
v i s i o n s . "  He o p in e d , " I  do 'b e l ie v e  endowments w ere  up f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . -85
T h ese  a l l e g a t i o n s  w ere b i t t e r l y  r e s e n te d  b y  t h e  p r o - u n i o n i s t s
i n  th e  C um berland  C h u rch . The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n
to o k  t o  t a s k  th e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  C um berland  B anner f o r  o p e n in g  h i s  p ag es  
t o  su c h  s l a n d e r ,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  c h a rg e s  w ere o f  "so  g r o s s  and  
venom ous" a  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t be o v e r lo o k e d .  "How men 
c a l l i n g  th e m s e lv e s  b r e th r e n  can  b e  g u i l t y  o f  s u c h  d i s c o u r t e s i e s  and
D/T
sc a n d a l-m o n g e r in g  i s  . . . u n e x p la in e d  in  my p h i lo s o p h y ,"  he sn ap p ed .
The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  B anner r e b u t t e d  t h i s  a t t a c k  b y  p u b l i s h in g
f i v e  a l l e g e d  in s t a n c e s  o f  a t te m p te d  b r i b e r y  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  b o n u ses  o r
o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  in d u c e m e n ts , a l l  a l l e g e d l y  made b y  th e  U .S .A . denom ina^ 
t i o n  t o  s e c u r e  a  f a v o r a b le  u n io n  v o te .® ?  w h ile  no s p e c i f i c  r e p l y  was 
g iv e n  t o  t h e s e  l a t t e r  c h a r g e s ,  an  an sw er was s u p p l i e d  i n  g e n e r a l  t o  
su c h  a c c u s a t io n s .  I t  was n a t u r a l  f o r  t h e  p r o - u n i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  Cumber­
la n d  C hurch  t o  c o u n t among th e  o th e r  b le s 's in g s  t h a t  w ould  s tem  from  
m e rg e r augm en ted  incom e w h ich  w ould  f i l l  t h e  em pty  C um berland  c o f f e r s  
and  p e rm i t  t h e  c h u rc h  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  e v a n g e l i c a l  m is s io n  more 
e f f e c t i v e l y .
u .  P a r k e r ,  " A c c u s a t io n s ,"  i b i d .  (November 11 , 1 9 0 4 ), 2 .
8 A. R . T a y lo r ,  "Open L e t t e r  t o  T . A. H av ero n ,"  The Cumber­
la n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n , LXIX ( J a n u a ry  5> 1 9 0 5 ) ,  2 3 .
Q*7
E d i to r ,  "Some T es tim o n y  C o n cern in g  Endowments and  U nion 
B o n u se s ,"  The C um berland  B an n e r, I  (M arch 3* 1905)> 1*
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But t o  ta k e  t h e  rem ark s  o f  men who "b e lie v e , and  r e j o i c e  i n  th e  
" b e l ie f ,  t h a t  u n io n  w i l l  e n a b le  u s  t o  a c c o m p lish  much more 
th ro u g h  in c r e a s e d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  and  t o  p e r v e r t  su ch  
rem ark s  in t o  " b a r g a in s , "  a r e  t o  a f f i r m  t h a t  th e  o n ly ,  o r  c h i e f ,  
d e s i r e  o f  th o s e  f a v o r in g  u n io n  i s  t o  o b ta in  money ( to  sa y  
n o th in g  o f  t h e  i n s i n u a t i o n  t h a t  th e y  a r e  p la n n in g  t o  p r o f i t  
p e r s o n a l l y  from  th e  " d ic k e r " )  i s  t o  t u r n  t r u t h  in t o  f a ls e h o o d ,  
an d  t o  t u r n  r ig h te o u s  m o tiv es  i n t o  s o r d id  and  s i n f u l  v e n a l i t y .
I t  l i t t l e  commended o rd a in e d  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  ch u rc h  t o  commit " to n g u e  
m urder" by  d e s t r o y in g  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  o th e r s  th ro u g h  p e d d lin g  u n su b ­
s t a n t i a t e d  s l a n d e r .  "A g o s s ip in g  woman i s  bad- enough; a g o s s ip in g  man 
i s  i n f i n i t e l y  w o rse ; t h e r e  a r e  n o t  enough a d j e c t i v e s  i n  th e  la n g u a g e  to
QQ
a d e q u a te ly  d e s c r ib e  a  g o s s ip in g  m i n i s t e r . "
A t f i r s t  th e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  p r e s s  a p p e a re d  r e l u c t a n t  t o  b a se  
i t s  a p p e a ls  o n ; s e c t i o n a l  an d  r a c i a l  a rg u m e n ts . A p p a re n tly  r e a l i z i n g  
th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  th e  Negro a s  an  i s s u e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  deep 
S o u th , i t  g r a d u a l ly  y ie ld e d  to  te m p ta t io n  an d  b a se d  i t s  p le a  f o r  th e  
p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  an  in d e p e n d e n t C um berland C hurch i n  l a r g e  p a r t  on r a c i s t  
f e a r s  an d  h a t r e d .  I n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  D ix ie la n d ,  th e  C um berland m i n i s t e r  
a d v is e d  h i s  f l o c k  t h a t  f o r t y  U .S .A . Negro p r e a c h e r s  h ad  w h ite  w iv e s , 
an d  r a c i a l  in t e r m a r r i a g e  w ould b e  one o f  t h e  k ey  o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e
u n i t e d  c h u rc h .
A C um berland m i n i s t e r ,  H. C . F e rg u so n  o f  Lubbock, T e x a s , c a r ­
r i e d  th e  argum ent s t i l l  f u r t h e r .  I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  one o f  th e  e d i t o r s  o f
Q Q
E d i to r s ,  "An E n l ig h te n in g  C o rre sp o n d e n c e ,"  The C um berland 
P r e s b y te r i a n ,  LXIX (M arch 9 ,  1 9 0 5 ), 258 - 5 9 .
^ L a n d r i t h ,  " O p p o s it io n  A rgum ents an d  A c c u s a t io n s ,"  The Cumber­
la n d  P r e s b y te r i a n ,  IX V III (O c to b e r 13 , 1 9 0 l|) , ^ 5 8 .
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t h e  C um berland  B an n e r, he c o m p la in e d  t h a t  to o  much em p h asis  h a d  b een  
p la c e d  o n  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  th e  tw o c h u r c h e s . He f e l t  
t h i s  was s e c o n d a ry  i n  im p o r ta n c e  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  th e  r a c e s  
i n  t h e  c h u rc h .
When you p la c e  y o u r o b j e c t i o n s ,  a s  you w r i t e ,  on  d o c t r i n a l  and  
p o l i t y  g ro u n d s , m a in ly  o r  e x c l u s i v e ly ,  you s h u t  y o u r e y e s  t o  
th e  g r e a t  m o u n ta in  o f  t r u t h  t h a t  l a y s  [ s i c ] a t  t h e  v e ry  t h r e s h ­
o ld  o f  o u r  r e l i g i o n  a n d  th e  e s s e n t i a l  d o c t r i n e  o f  r a c i a l  
p u r i t y .  W ith o u t r a c i a l  p u r i t y  we h ave  no r e l i g i o n ,  an d  we can  
h av e  no n a t i o n a l  p u r i t y  w i th o u t  d i s t i n c t  l i n e s  o f  r a c i a l  s e p a ­
r a t i o n s ,  an d  c a n n o t lo n g  m a in ta in  a  n a t i o n a l  e x i s t e n c e .  Amal­
g am a tio n  i s  t h e  doo r th ro u g h  w h ich  i d o l a t r y  e n t e r s . M ark t h i s  
e x p r e s s io n .  No p e o p le  e v e r  aban d o n ed  th e  p u re  f a i t h  i n  God 
and  a c c e p te d  i d o l a t r y  u n t i l  t h e y  f i r s t  a d o p te d  t h e  God 
d e s p is e d  p r a c t i c e  o f  am a lg a m a tio n , an d  no p e o p le  e v e r  r e t a i n e d  
t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  God a n d  fo l lo w e d  h i s  te a c h in g s  who became a m a l­
g am ated  w i th  an  i n f e r i o r  r a c e .90
The e d i t o r s  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d i c a l ,  th e m s e lv e s ,  y ie ld e d  t o  th e  
te m p ta t io n  t o  k in d l e  t h e  sm o ld e r in g  f i r e  o f  r a c i a l  h a t r e d .  N o tin g  t h a t  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h  h ad  a  s p e c i a l  b o a rd  w h ich  d is p e n s e d  
fu n d s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o lin g  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  u p l i f t  o f  t h e  N eg ro , t h e  e d i t o r s  
d e c la r e d  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  renam ed "The B ureau  f o r  t h e  D evelopm ent o f  
N egro I n s o le n c e  and  V a g ra n c y ."  T hey m a in ta in e d ,  h ow ever, t h a t  t h e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  w ou ld  have a  m ore b a n e f u l  in f lu e n c e  on t h e  econom ic 
th a n  on t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  th e  S o u th . "Work i s  a  lu x u r y  i n  w h ich  th e  
n e g ro  m ind i s  l o s in g  i n t e r e s t .  He i s  m ore a  'g e n tle m a n  o f  l e i s u r e '  a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e  th a n  a t  an y  p r e v io u s  t im e  i n  h i s t o r y . " ^  The e d i t o r s
9°H . C. F e rg u so n  t o  T . A . H averon , J u l y  31> 1905? The Cumber­
la n d  B an n e r, I  (S ep tem b er 2 9 , 1 9 0 5 )> 7*
91E d i to r s ,  "The L esson  o f  t h e  C o rs ic a n a  I n c i d e n t , "  The Cumber­
l a n d  B an n e r, I I  (A ugust 1 0 , 1 9 0 6 ) , 4 .
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th e n  p e r m i t t e d  th e m s e lv e s  t o  in d u lg e  i n  a h i t  o f  s a t i r e .  lo o k in g  
th r o u g h  a c r y s t a l  h a l l ,  t h e y  a f f e c t e d  t o  s e e  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  an d  p r o ­
p h e sy  w hat c o n d i t io n s  w ould  h e  l i k e  i n  th e  U n ite d  C hurch  when i t s  
a l l e g e d  d o c t r in e  o f  r a c i a l  m ix tu re  was im posed  upon th e  S o u th . A 
s e r i e s  o f  "news b u l l e t i n s "  i s s u e d  h y  t h i s  new d e n o m in a tio n  in fo rm e d  
th e  b r e t h r e n  o f  s o c i a l  e v e n ts  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  i n  U .S .A . c o n g re g a t io n s  
i n  v a r io u s  a r e a s  o f  t h e  S o u th :
The song s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  Hambone E le c t  C hurch  l a s t  Sunday 
n i g h t  was an  e n jo y a b le  a f f a i r .  T h ere  was a  song  "Oh T e l l  I t  
To Me" sung b y  th e  q u a r t e t t e  com posed o f  M e s s rs .  S n o w b a ll 
R o o s te r f e t c h  and  Abraham Sumner B oozequench  an d  M isses  Id d y  
B ean p o le  an d  G ladys N a rro w p a te . The g e n tle m e n  a r e  c o lo r e d  
l i c e n t i a t e s  fro m  o u r  S o u th e rn  C o lle g e  a t  Lebanon and  t h e  young 
l a d i e s  b e lo n g  t o  two a r i s t o c r a t i c  w h ite  f a m i l i e s . The 
m in g lin g  o f  t h e  w h ite  an d  b la c k  i s  so m e th in g  t h a t  l i e s  v e r y  
n e a r  o u r  p r e d e s t i n a t e d  g i z z a r d s .
T h e re  was a  runaw ay m a r r ia g e  a t  t h e  c h u rc h  m anse l a s t  w eek. 
M r. S q u in te y e  Brown, a  c o lo r e d  s tu d e n t  from  t h e  Lebanon s c h o o l  
o f  la w , s t o l e  th e  h e a r t  and  h a n d  o f  M iss C la ra  B e a t r ic e  P ud - 
d in h e a d , d a u g h te r  o f  Ju d g e  P u d d in h e a d . The o l d  J u d g e , who i s  
a  c i v i l  w ar v e t e r a n  an d  an  u n r e c o n s t r u c te d  C um berland , was o u t ­
w i t t e d  b y  th e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  s a g a c i t y  o f  a c o lo r e d  y o u th .  
A n o th e r  e v id e n c e  t h a t  c o lo r e d  i n t e l l e c t  i s  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h a t  o f  
b o a s te d  S o u th e rn  a r i s t o c r a t s .
T h ere  a r e  150 c o lo r e d  an d  75 w h ite  s tu d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  
t h e  D iv in i ty  S ch o o l a t  L ebanon . The c o lo r e d  s tu d e n t s  l e a d  
t h e i r  w h ite  b r o th e r s  i n  a l l  p o i n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  s m e l l .
M r. Sam uel C h ic k e n g ra f t  a n d  h i s  w h i te  w ife  have r e tu r n e d  
t o  o u r  c i t y .  B e fo re  u n io n  was e f f e c t e d  he w ou ld  have n o t b e e n  
a l lo w e d  i n  a s o u th e rn  c i t y .
A t th e  c l a s s  e n te r ta in m e n t  a t  th e  r e s id e n c e  o f  o u r  c o lo r e d  
d iv i n e ,  R ev . Jim m ie H bodoobag, D . D ., L .D .D ., a n d  P .D .Q . l a s t  
T h u rsd a y  n i g h t ,  th e  boys an d  g i r l s  w ere d iv id e d  an d  th e  g i r l s  
drew  c a rd s  from  a  s o c i a l  box w i th  t h e  names o f  t h e  boys on i t .  
E v e ry  tim e  o ne  o f  th e  g i r l s  drew  one o f  o u r  c o lo r e d  y o u th s  f o r  
a  b e a u  f o r  t h e  e v e n in g  i t  b ro u g h t a  s ig h  o f  en v y  from  t h e  
o t h e r  w h ite  g i r l s  n o t  so  lu c k y .
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M iss S a l l y  Ann Sea11aw ag h as  r e t u r n e d  from  a  m is s io n a r y  
t r i p  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  m e n ta l ,  p h y s i c a l ,  an d  m o ra l c o n d i t io n  
o f  fo rm e r  C . P . 's  i n  t h e  S o u th  who w ere  h e rd e d  i n t o  o u r  c h u rc h  
w ith  t h e  U n io n . The c o n d i t io n s  o f  t h e s e  b e n ig h te d  p e o p le  w i th  
t h e i r  l i m i t e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  pow ers demand h e r o ic  a t t e n t i o n  fro m  
M is s io n a ry  B o a rd s . Some a r e  so  d e n s e ly  ig n o r a n t  th e y  o b je c t  
t o  u n io n ,  and  w i l l  n o t l e t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  a s s o c i a t e  w i th  t h e  
c o lo r e d  p e o p le .  We recom mend t h a t  o u r  b o a rd  a t  o n ce  s e n d  c o l ­
o r e d  m i s s io n a r i e s  i n  t h e  S o u th  t o  t e a c h  t h e s e  p e o p le  E le c t  
m anners a n d  i n s t r u c t  them  bow t o  e a t  w i th  a k n i f e  a n d  f o r k  a n d  
w ear s t o r e  c l o t h e s . 92
The a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  r e s o r t e d  t o  f i c t i o n  t o  d r iv e  t h e i r  m essage  hom e.
The R ev . M r. W. M. R o b iso n  o f  M a r s h a l l ,  T ex a s , p en n ed  a  to u c h in g  rom ance 
e n t i t l e d  The P a r t i n g  o f  t h e  Way, w h ich  th e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t  p r e s s  i n  t h e  
C um berland  C hurch  o f f i c i a l l y  s u p p o r te d .  I n  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  t h i s  re m a rk ­
a b le  w ork th e  m i n i s t e r  made t h e  them e o f  t h i s  g r ip p in g  n a r r a t i v e  c r y s ­
t a l  c l e a r .  P o in t in g  o u t  t h a t  t h e  " n o r th e r n "  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  was a  
s e l f - c o n f e s s e d  Negro e q u a l i t y  b o d y , he  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r im a ry  p u rp o s e  
o f  th e  u n io n  b e tw ee n  th e  U .S .A . a n d  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n s  was t o  
d i s r u p t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  S o u th . H owever, " th e  r i c h  b lo o d  
o f  t h e  p u re  A ng lo -S axon  r a c e  w ou ld  n o t  su b m it t o  th e  e q u a l i z a t i o n  o f  
n o b le  sw ee t women an d  c h i ld r e n  w i th  t h e  i n f e r i o r  r a c e s  i n  t h e i r  d i r t  
an d  f i l t h ." 93
The t a l e  was a  h e a r t r e n d in g  lo v e  s t o r y  a b o u t a  R ev . M r. R o y a l, 
a C um berland  m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  S o u th  who a l l e g e d l y  p r o s t i t u t e d  h i s
9 E d i t o r s ,  "A P r o p h e t i c  G lance I n to  t h e  F u tu r e  a s  t o  What We 
May E x p e c t, May, 1908 , "  ( E x t r a c t s  from  C hurch  News Columns o f  t h e  
"U nion S o c ia l  E q u a l i t y  A d v o c a te " ) ,  The C um berland  B a n n e r, I I  (A ugust 3 1 
1 9 0 6 ) ,  8 .
93W. M. R ob ison , The P a r t in g  o f  th e  Way ( n .p . ,  1 9 0 6 ), 9*
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p r i n c i p l e s  "by s u p p o r t in g  th e  u n io n  w i th  t h e  U .S .A . C hurch . H is a f f e c ­
t i o n s  w ere c a p tu r e d  b y  M iss E va, h i s  c h u rc h  o r g a n i s t ,  who re m a in e d  an  
u n r e c o n s t r u c te d  C u m b e rlan d e r. The o n ly  o b s ta c l e  t o  m a trim ony  b e tw een  
t h e  tw o p r o t a g o n i s t s  b e in g  t h e i r  d iv e rg e n t  v iew s on th e  d e n o m in a tio n a l  
m e rg e r , th e  d ia lo g u e  o f  t h e i r  te m p e s tu o u s  c o u r t s h ip  was com posed p r i ­
m a r i ly  o f  p a s s a g e s  from  s c r i p t u r e ,  C o n fe s s io n s  o f  F a i t h ,  o f f i c i a l  
s t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h , a n d  e x t r a c t s  from  com m ittee  r e p o r t s .  W ith  
t h i s  t e n s i o n - b u i l d i n g  d e v ic e  t h e  love : i n t e r e s t  r e a c h e d  a  c l im a x . I n  
t h e  b o o k 's  f i n a l  c h a p te r  M iss Eva was s t i l l  i n  d o u b t a b o u t h e r  f e e l i n g s  
to w a rd  th e  handsom e young m i n i s t e r  who h a d  c o m p le te ly  l o s t  h i s  h e a r t  t o  
h e r .  Upon s e e in g  t h e  Rev. M r. R oyal i n  t h e  company o f  N egro d iv in e s  a t  
a U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m e e tin g  i n  C h ic ag o , t h e  s c a le s  f e l l  from  h e r  
e y e s .  W hile sh e  was s e a te d  w a tc h in g  t h e  p ro c e e d in g s ,  h e r  w o u ld -b e  
l o v e r  h u r r i e d  o v e r  t o  h e r .  E n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  pum ping h e r  h an d , he 
i n q u i r e d  w hat sh e  was d o in g  a t  t h i s  a s se m b ly . R e b u ff in g  h i s  f r i e n d l y  
o v e r tu r e s ,  sh e  s a i d ,  " I  now come t o  r e a l i z e  th e  m eaning  o f  t h i s  w hole 
u n io n  schem e b y  t h e s e  n o r th e r n  p e o p le .  Not t h a t  th e y  lo v e  th e  Negro 
more b u t  to  b r in g  down o u r  n o b le  s o u th e r n  sons t o  e q u a l iz e  th e m s e lv e s  
w i th  t h e  Negro a n d  c a l l  i t  r e l i g i o n . "
"M iss E va, I  am s o r r y  you a r e  so  h a rd  on t h i s  f e a t u r e  o f  o u r  
work f o r  I 'm  s u r e  we ou g h t t o  s t r i v e  t o  sav e  t h e  p o o r  N egro a s  w e l l  a s  
o t h e r s . They have  s o u ls  t o  w in  f o r  C h r i s t  and  I  am t r u l y  s o r r y  you 
came up h e re  a s  much a s  I  was d e l ig h t e d  t o  s e e  y o u ."
She th e n  c ru s h e d  h ip  w ith :
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Now Mr. R o y a l, you know we lo v e  th e  d e a r  o l d  d a rk e y  in  t h e  
S o u th  f a r  b e t t e r  th a n  th e s e  p e o p le  do i n  t h e  N o rth  an d  we p r a y  
f o r  them , w a it  on  them  when th e y  a r e  s i c k ,  g iv e  them  o f  o u r  
m ean s, an d  th e y  lo v e  u s  b e c a u se  th e y  know t h e i r  p la c e s  a n d  a r e  
s a t i s f i e d  w i th  i t .  . . . God h a s  g iv e n  t o  u s  o u r  n a t u r a l  e l e ­
m en ts  t o  move i n  a n d  o u r  e n v iro n m e n ts  have  much t o  do w i th  o u r  
s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  M a s te r .  The N egro h as  h i s  e le m e n t an d  l i k e  
t h e  b i r d  o r  f i s h  h i s  j o y  i s  co m p le te  when i n  i t .
S h o u ld  you ta k e  one from  h i s  f i l t h y  sh a c k  a n d  p la c e  him  in  
a n  e le g a n t  home w ith  g au d y  s u r ro u n d in g s  he  w ould  b e  m ost m i s e r ­
a b l e .  . . . A l l  o f  o u r  t r o u b l e s  w i th  th e  c o lo r e d  man i n  t h e  
S o u th  a r i s e  from  t h e  e f f o r t s  from  th e  y o u n g e r s e t  o f  N egroes 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  en v iro n m en t and  away from  
t h e  p la c e  w here t h e y  b e lo n g  b y  n a t u r e .
A lth o u g h  "we have  h ad  days o f  s u n sh in e  an d  days o f  s to rm s  an d  c lo u d s ,"
th e  " s t o r y  o f  o u r  l i v e s  comes t o  a  p a r t i n g  o f  th e  ways to d a y ,  M r.
R o y a l ."  W ith  t h i s  to u c h in g  sc e n e  an d  on t h i s  h ig h  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  l e v e l
t h i s  n o b le  w ork came t o  an  e n d .
R e p ly in g  t o  t h e s e  s ta t e m e n t s ,  a  p r o - u n i o n i s t  C um berland m in i s ­
t e r  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i t  was " to  b e  b i t t e r l y  r e g r e t t e d "  t h a t  th e  id e a  s h o u ld  
be  d is s e m in a te d  t h a t  "u n io n  w ould  r e s u l t  i n  f o r c in g  s o - c a l l e d  'N egro  
e q u a l i t y '  upon th e  S o u th ."  F o r th e  " p l a i n  f a c t  i s ,  t h a t  o u r  b r e th r e n  
in  t h e  N o rth  d i s l i k e  t h e  id e a  o f  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  j u s t  a s  much a s  we who 
a r e  i n  t h e  S o u th ."  P ro o f  o f  t h i s  c o u ld  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  f a c t  " t h a t  i n  
p r a c t i c e ,  t h e r e  i s  a l r e a d y  a lm o s t co m p le te  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  w h ite  and  
b la c k  in  t h e  [U .S .A .]  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rc h ." -^  D o u b tle s s  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  
m i n i s t e r s  i n  b o th  camps d e p re c a te d  t h e  a n t i -N e g ro  s e n t im e n ts  t h a t
9^I b i d . , 103 - 0^ .’
^ E d i t o r s ,  "U nion a n d  th e  R e la t i o n  o f  th e  R a c e s ,"  The Cumber­
la n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  LXIX (F e b ru a ry  9> 1 9 0 5 1 62 - 6 3 .
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a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  th e  u n io n  d e h a te ,  h u t  t h e  am ount o f  r a c i s t  
l i t e r a t u r e  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  was im p re s s iv e  -
A s u r p r i s i n g  q u a n t i t y  o f  in k  was s p i l l e d  i n  an  a t te m p t  e i t h e r  
t o  p ro v e  o r  t o  d is p ro v e  t h a t  t h e  am endments a d o p te d  i n  1903  Dy th e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  m o d if ie d  C a lv in ism  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  
s ta n d a r d s  o f  t h a t  c h u rc h .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  some o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  who 
e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  v iew s a p p e a re d  t o  he b e t t e r  a c q u a in te d  w i th  t h e i r  
p r e ju d i c e s  and  p r e d i l e c t i o n s  th a n  w ith  t h e  a c t u a l  d o c t r i n e  u n d e r  d i s ­
c u s s io n .  I n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  th e  d e b a te ,  many P r e s b y te r i a n s  o f  a l l  denom i­
n a t io n s  t u r n e d  t h e i r  ey e s  to w a rd  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i t y  a n d  a w a i te d  w i th  
some i n t e r e s t  t o  l e a r n  t h e  v iew s o f  D r. F r a n c is  L . P a t to n ,  p e rh a p s  t h e  
n a t i o n 's  le a d in g  a u t h o r i t y  on C a lv in is m .
D r. P a t to n  c e n t e r e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  on th e  d o c t r i n a l  q u e s t i o n .  
S t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  h e l d  th e  C a l v i n i s t  sy s te m  o f  
c h u rc h  d o c t r i n e ,  he f u r t h e r  s a i d  t h a t  h i s  c h u rc h  o r g a n iz a t i o n  " r e p r e ­
s e n t s  th o s e  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  t h a t  ty p e  o f  d o c t r i n e  
th ro u g h  th e  o r g a n iz e d  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  o f  th e  c h u rc h  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  
g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e ."  T h is  b e in g  t h e  c a s e  he  t u r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c r e e d a 'l  s ta n d a r d s  o f  t h e  U .S .A . 
C hurch  a d o p te d  i n  1902 an d  1903-
I f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  w ere t o  c o n s c i e n t io u s ly  u n i t e  
w i th  o u r  c h u rc h  on th e  b a s i s  o f  o u r  r e v i s e d  C o n fe s s io n  o f  
F a i t h  i t  m ust be b e c a u se  e i t h e r  ( a )  t h e y  a r e  re a d y  t o  abandon  
t h e i r  own th e o lo g y  a s  i t  i s  f o r m u la te d  in  t h e i r  own C o n fe s s io n  
o f  F a i t h  o r ,  (b )  b e c a u se  th e y  b e l i e v e  i n  r e v i s i n g  o u r  C o n fe s ­
s io n  o f  F a i t h  . . . o r ,  ( c )  b e c a u se  th e y  b e l i e v e  i n  s p i t e  o f  
t h e s e  e x i s t i n g  C a l v i n i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  we.- r e c o g n iz e  an  e v a n g e l i ­
c a l  f a i t h  common t o  th e  tw o c h u rc h e s  a  s u f f i c i e n t  b a s i s  o f  
u n io n .
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W ith  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was e v e ry  
e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n s  h ad  n o t  ab an d o n ed  t h e i r  d i s ­
t i n c t i v e  d o c t r i n a l  b e l i e f s  an d  h ad  no i n t e n t i o n  o f  d o in g  s o .  The q u e s ­
t i o n  o f  w h e th e r  t h e  r e v i s i o n s  o f  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  made i n  
1903 h ad  e l im in a te d  i t s  C a l v i n i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  was a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o -  
lem  c a p a b le  o f  e a s y  s o l u t i o n .  Were t h e  q u e s t io n  a d d r e s s e d  t o  a  b o a rd  
o f  th e o -L o g ic a l e x p e r t s ,  i t  w ou ld  u n h e s i t a t i n g l y  p ro n o u n ce  th e  docum ent 
a " C a l v i n i s t i c  sy m b o l."  I f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  w ere u n d e r  th e  
i l l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  h ad  co n ced ed  a n y th in g  o f  c o n s e ­
q u en ce  to  th em  i n  r e g a r d  t o  d o c t r i n e  t h e y  w ere g u i l t y  o f  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n .  
T h a t b e in g  t h e  c a s e ,  i f  th e  tw o d e n o m in a tio n s  w ere  t o  m erg e , i t  m ust be 
o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  " th e  e v a n g e l i c a l  f a i t h  o f  C h ris ten d o m " an d  n o t upon th e  
C a l v i n i s t i c  sy s tem  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  o f  
F a i t h . 96 D r. P a t t o n 's  u l t r a c o n s e r v a t i s m  m ust b e  k e p t i n  m ind i n  e v a lu ­
a t i n g  h i s  v ie w p o in t .
A f t e r  t h e  a rg u m e n ts  h a d  b e e n  s t a t e d  an d  p o n d e re d  b y  th e  m in ­
i s t e r s  and  e l d e r s  o f  t h e  C um berland  C hurch , t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  h a d  t o  
m eet an d  v o te  o n  th e  u n io n  q u e s t io n  b e f o r e  th e  n e x t  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  
t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  i n  May, 1 9 0 5 . A p p a re n t ly  t h e  b a l l o t i n g  i n  T exas 
to o k  p la c e  w i th  l i t t l e  e v id e n c e  o f  i n t e r n a l  f r i c t i o n ,  f o r  th e  members 
o f  p r e s b y t e r i e s  c o u ld  sp e a k  a n d  v o te  t h e i r  c o n v ic t io n s  on th e  i s s u e
96 E d i to r s ,  " D r . P a t t o n 's  P o s i t i o n , "  The C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
LXVIII (S ep tem b er 1 , 190*0, 2 6 0 . [The m ost d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  
t h e o l o g i c a l  p o in t  a t  i s s u e  h a s  b e e n  c i t e d  i n  f o o tn o t e  num ber k l  o f  t h i s  
c h a p t e r . ]
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w ith o u t  i n t i m i d a t i o n .  A f i n a l  judgm ent on t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  Cumber­
land . C hurch  h ad  n o t  y e t  b e e n  r e n d e re d ,  an d  b o th  p r o -  and  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  
i n  t h e s e  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  c o u ld  rem a in  i n  th e s e  r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  an d  e x e r ­
c i s e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  w ith o u t  f e a r  o f  e x p u l s io n .
The Bacon P r e s b y te r y  o f  th e  C um berland  C hurch , l o c a t e d  i n  e a s t  
c e n t r a l  T ex a s , was th e  one e x c e p t io n  t o  t h i s  p r e v a i l i n g  harm ony. T h is  
j u d i c a t o r y  m et i n  D ecem ber, 190^-, t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  f a t e  o f  th e  Cumber­
la n d  d e n o m in a tio n . A f te r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  f a v o r in g  
u n io n  w i th  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h , a  d e b a te  to o k  p la c e  a t  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  
w i th  a  num ber o f  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  one e l d e r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  A v o te  was th e n  
ta k e n  an d  th e  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  w i th  n in e  m i n i s t e r s  and  t e n  e l d e r s  v o t ­
in g  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  and  tw o m i n i s t e r s  an d  t e n  e l d e r s  v o t in g  i n
o p p o s i t i o n .97
The two a n t i - u n io n  p a s t o r s  th e n  a t te m p te d  t o  in t r o d u c e  a  r e s o l u ­
t i o n  d en o u n c in g  t h e  a c t i o n  ta k e n  b y  th e  p r e s b y te r y .  B e l ie v in g  t h i s  
s ta te m e n t  i n s u l t i n g  t o  them  p e r s o n a l l y ,  th e  p r o - u n i o n i s t s  a t  th e  m e e t­
in g  r e f u s e d  t o  a l lo w  th e  m o tio n  to  be  s p r e a d  on t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s .
The two d i s s e n t e r s  th e n  a t te m p te d  t o  in t r o d u c e  a  se c o n d  r e s o l u t i o n  p r o ­
t e s t i n g  t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  t o  p e rm i t  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t io n  o f  
t h e i r  m o tio n  i n t o  t h e  m in u te  b o o k . The p r o - u n i o n i s t s  p e r m i t t e d  them  t o  
s p r e a d  t h i s  se c o n d  r e s o l u t i o n  on th e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s .  I n  t h i s
^^M inu tes  o f  D ecem ber 1 0 , l^Ob,  "M in u tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
Bacon o f  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , D ecem ber, 1 9 0 U -F e b ru a ry , 
1 9 0 7 ,"  3 -10»  In  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San 
A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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s ta te m e n t  t h e  tw o a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  avow ed t h a t  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  m o tio n  h a d  
"been r e s p e c t f u l  and  d is c la im e d  a n y  s la n d e ro u s  a l l u s i o n s  t o  th e  c h a r a c ­
t e r  o r  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  th o s e  who f a v o r e d  t h e  u n io n  r e s o l u t i o n .
The u n i o n i s t s  t h e n  in t r o d u c e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  re s p o n d in g  t o  t h e  
s ta te m e n t  o f  t h e i r  a n t a g o n i s t s . I n  t h e i r  r e p l y  th e y  s t a t e d ,  " i f  s a i d  
p r o t e s t a n t s  b e l i e v e  th e m s e lv e s  t o  b e  r e s p e c t f u l  th e y  w ere e x c e e d in g ly  
u n f o r tu n a t e  i n  th e  s e l e d t l o n o f  t h e  la n g u a g e  o f  t h e i r  p r o t e s t . "  T hey 
d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  w ere d e c o ro u s  i n  t h e i r  e x p r e s s io n  when 
t h e y  c h a rg e d  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i t y  was g u i l t y  o f  an  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i o n  
i n  a d o p tin g  t h e  u n io n  r e s o l u t i o n .  I t  was h a r d ly  r e s p e c t f u l  t o  s t a t e  
t h a t  t h e  m a jo r i t y  h ad  b e e n  c o n fu s e d  and  m is le d  b y  th e  f a l s e  s ta te m e n ts  
o f  c e r t a i n  named members p r e s e n t .  T h is  a c c u s a t io n  was an  i n s u l t  t o  th e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  th e  m a jo r i t y  an d  a  s la n d e ro u s  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  p e rs o n s  
a c c u s e d  o f  t h e s e  s o - c a l l e d  f a l s e  s ta t e m e n t s .  I n  c o n c lu s io n ,  th e  
u n i o n i s t s  c h a rg e d  t h a t  b o th  p r o t e s t  r e s o l u t i o n s  w ere " w h o lly  e r r o n e o u s ,  
f a l s e  and m is le a d in g ." ^ ®
R e la t io n s  b e tw ee n  th e  tw o f a c t i o n s  w ere o b v io u s ly  s t r a i n e d ,  and  
i t  i s  n o t s u r p r i s i n g  t o  d is c o v e r  t h a t  f u r t h e r  t r o u b l e  d e v e lo p e d  b e tw ee n  
th em  s u b s e q u e n t ly .  A y e a r  l a t e r  a  s p e c i a l  com m ittee  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h i s  
same c h u rc h  c o u r t  on w hat i t  a l l e g e d  t o  be t h e  o u tra g e o u s  b e h a v io r  o f  
E ld e r  Jo h n  S . M cN utt. C hosen a s  o n e  o f  t h e  co m m iss io n e rs  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  p r e s b y te r y  i n  t h e  c r u c i a l  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  C um berland G e n e ra l A ssem ­
b l y  t h a t  m et i n  F re s n o , C a l i f o r n i a ,  he had  a s s u r e d  t h e  u n i o n i s t  m a jo r i t y
9®Minutes o f  December 1 2 , 1904 , i b i d . ,  20-23*
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t h a t  he w ould  r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  v iew s a t  t h i s  m e e t in g .  A f t e r  h i s  s e l e c ­
t i o n  he h ad  "been a p p ro a c h e d  b y  t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t  m in o r i ty  who p ro m ise d  
to  p ay  h i s  e x p e n se s  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  i f  he w ould  ch an g e  h i s  p o s i t i o n  and  
oppose t h e  m e rg e r . "W hile we do n o t  t h i n k  t h e ,P r e s b y te r y  has  a n y  r i g h t  
t o  c o n t r o l  th e  c o n v ic t io n s  o f  i t s  c o m m is s io n e rs ,"  t h e  co m m ittee  g ro w le d , 
a t  th e  same t im e , " i t  w ould  b e  a m a t t e r  o f  h o n o r f o r  t h e  co m m iss io n er 
t o  r e f u s e  t o  a c c e p t  th e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  p r e s b y t e r i a l  f r a n c h i s e  w h ich  he 
c o u ld  n o t  c o n s c i e n t io u s ly  r e p r e s e n t . "  Upon h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  F re s n o ,  t h i s  
in fam ous d e le g a te  r a i s e d  a  tu m u l t ,  s c a t t e r e d  d i s s e n s io n ,  an d  v i o l a t e d  
P r e s b y te r i a n  law  t o  th e  e v e r l a s t i n g  shame o f  t h e  Bacon P r e s b y te r y .  Then 
a d d in g  i n s u l t  t o  i n j u r y ,  upon h i s  r e t u r n  he p r e s e n te d  a  b i l l  f o r  h i s  
e x p en ses  w h ich  he demanded t h a t  th e  j u d i c a t o r y  p a y . T h is  was i n  s p i t e  
o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l r e a d y  he h a d  a d m it te d  t h a t  he  was b r ib e d  b y  th e  
p r i o r  paym ent o f  t h e s e  same e x p e n s e s . 99 Such  w ere  t h e  d ev e lo p m en ts  i n  
th e  Bacon P r e s b y te r y .
A lth o u g h  i t  c a n n o t 'b e  f u l l y  docum ented , t h e  C um berland  r e c o r d s  
in d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  y o u n g er m i n i s t e r s  o f  th e  d e n o m in a tio n  i n  g e n e r a l  
f a v o re d  t h e  u n io n .  On th e  o t h e r  h an d , th e  o l d e r  m i n i s t e r s ,  t h e  men who 
h ad  grow n up w ith  t h e  c h u rc h , and  who th ro u g h  d e d i c a t i o n  an d  s e l f -  
s a c r i f i c e  b u i l t  i t  up i n  re m o te  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  lo o k e d  w i th  d ism ay  on th e
v .
e l im i n a t io n  o f  t h e i r  b e lo v e d  d e n o m in a tio n . T h is  i s  e x e m p li f ie d  b y  a 
l e t t e r  from  th e  R ev . Mr. Jo h n  H. Day o f  D e t r o i t ,  T ex a s , t e l l i n g  a b o u t 
th e  v o te  o f  th e  R ed R iv e r  P r e s b y te r y  o f  t h e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n .
99M inutes o f  December 9, 1905* i b i d . ,  14-9 - 5 0 .
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He h ad  becom e a  m i n i s t e r  i n  t h a t  c h u rc h  i n  186^; now i n  t h e  " s u n s e t  
b o rd e r  o f  l i f e "  he  h a d  done " a l l  I  c o u ld ,  l i v i n g  p o o r  a n d  r i d i n g  
th ro u g h  th e  w e t, c o ld ,  and  h e a t ,  p r e a c h in g  a 'w h o so ev e r w i l l '  g o s p e l . "  
When t h e  b a l l o t s  o f  t h e  Bed R iv e r  P r e s b y te r y  w ere c o u n te d , o n ly  he an d  
t h e  R ev . M r. J .  H. M cKnight v o te d  a g a i n s t  t h e  u n io n  r e s o l u t i o n .  "To 
me i t  i s  a  s a d  s i g h t , "  he  s ig h e d .  M cKnight d ie d  a t  an  a d v a n c e d  a g e , 
a n d  Day was t h e  o n ly  one l e f t  who h e ld  t r u e  t o  an  in d e p e n d e n t Cumber­
la n d  C h u rch  in  h i s  j u d i c a t o r y .  He d e c l a r e d :  "M y se lf a n d  my l i t t l e
c h u rc h  w i l l  b e  l o y a l  t o  t h e  e n d . " ^ ^
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  s ta t e m e n t ,  i t  was a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  t r i ­
um phant to n e  o f  t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  Cumber­
la n d  C hurch  a p p e a re d  s e r e n e l y  c o n f id e n t  t h a t  th e  m e rg e r schem e w ould  
b e  d e f e a te d .  As th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  p r e s b y t e r y  v o te s  b eg an  t o  come in  
d u r in g  t h e  w in te r  an d  s p r in g  o f  1905 / r e v e a l in g  a  s t r o n g  u n i o n i s t  
t r e n d ,  a la rm  sw ep t t h e  ra n k s  o f  th e s e  d i s s e n t e r s . An a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  
b y  th e  e d i t o r s  o f  The C um berland  B anner r e f l e c t e d  t h e i r  t h i n k in g  im m edi­
a t e l y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  i n  C a l i ­
f o r n i a .  The C um berland  C hurch  w ould  b e  l e d  t o  t h e  e x e c u t i o n e r 's  b lo c k  
and  th e  e n t i r e  e s t a t e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  a n o th e r  d e n o m in a tio n .
G u i l l o t i n e d I  T h a t w ou ld  be m i ld  an d  m e r c i f u l  com pared  
w ith  t h e  w ho le  d e s ig n .  What i s  i t  b u t  t h e  b la c k  f l a g  o f  
w reck , r u i n  and  d e s p e r a t io n ?  No q u a r t e r s  o r  c o n c e s s io n s  a r e  
t o  b e  e x te n d e d . U nion  w i l l  be  d e c l a r e d .  . . . The e x e c u t io n e r s  
w i l l  demand t h a t  i t  g iv e  t h e  f i d e l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e  t h a t  i t  
a lw ay s  d id  and  b r in g  th e  same o f f e r i n g s  t h a t  i t  b ro u g h t p r i o r
■ ^^John H. Day t o  t h e  e d i t o f s ,  ' n . d . ,  The C um berland  B an n e r, I I  
( Ju n e  1 5 , 1 9 0 6 ) , 2 .
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t o  t h e  i s s u in g  o f  t h e  w a r ra n t  o f  c o n d e m n a tio n . We m ust s e a r c h  
th e  p ag es  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t r u g g le s  o f  C h r i s t i ­
a n i t y  and  o f  Pagan o p p re s s io n  f o r  su c h  a  p ie c e  o f  t o r t u r e  a n d  
c r u e l t y . 101
When t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
a s se m b le d  i n  F re s n o ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i n  May, 1905> th e  t o t a l  v o te  o f  th e  
p r e s b y t e r i e s  was r e a d .  The v o te  i n  t h e  l e s s e r  j u d i c a t o r i e s  i n  t h e  
Texas Synod was a s  f o l l o w s :
M in is te r s E ld e r s M in is te r s E ld e r s
P r e s b y te r y F o r F o r A g a in s t A g a in s t
A b ile n e 5 8 k 10
A m a r il lo 8 5 k 8
A u s t in 7 12 k 6
Bacon 9 10 2 10
Bonham 13 11 2 10
Brownwood 10 8 7 8
C o rs ic a n a 16 16 5 13
D a l la s 8 17 3 2
D enton 8 12 7 16
F t .  W orth 18 15 3 10
G r e e n v i l le 5 5 5 10
G reg o ry 8 5 8 18
M a rs h a l l k - - 5 ■ 13
L o u is ia n a 1 2 5 10
Red R iv e r 8 8 2 k
San A n to n io 5 3 1 1
San J a c i n t o 3 1 k 2
S n y d er 3 7 3 k
Waco 11 2 5 6
W e a th e r fo rd 5 5 2 6
T exas 7 6 k 16
A lto g e th e r  162 m i n i s t e r s  a n d  158  e l d e r s  v o te d  f o r  u n io n ,  w h ile  
85 m i n i s t e r s  a n d  183  e l d e r s  v o te d  a g a i n s t ;  t h i s  m eant t h a t  t h e r e  was a  
t o t a l  v o te  o f  320 co m m iss io n e rs  f o r  a s  com pared  t o  268  a g a i n s t  * I n
^ ■ ^ E d i to r s ,  "The F i n a l  Drama o f  U n io n ism ,"  The C um berland Ban­
n e r ,  I  ( A p r i l  1 ^ , 1905)> 5*
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t h e  p r e s b y te r y  c o u n t i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s , 13 p r e s b y t e r i e s  v o te d  f o r
102t h e  m e rg e r p l a n ,  w h ile  s e v e n  v o te d  a g a i n s t .
I n  t h e  v o te  o f  th e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  i n  th e  d e n o m in a tio n , 691  m in ­
i s t e r s  an d  649  e l d e r s  ap p ro v e d  t h e  u n io n  p la n ,  w h ile  470 m i n i s t e r s  and  
1 ,0 0 7  e l d e r s  d is a p p ro v e d  i t .  T h is  m eant t h e r e  was a  t o t a l  v o te  o f  
1 ,3 4 4  f o r  a n d  1 ,4 7 7  a g a i n s t . However, t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Cumber­
la n d  C hurch  p r o v id e d  t h a t  th e  v o te  w ould  b e  t a l l i e d  b y  p r e s b y t e r i e s  
an d  n o t b y  a  m a jo r i t y  o r  m i n o r i t y  v o te  o f  th e  m e m b ersh ip . The more 
p o p u lo u s  s o u th e r n  p r e s b y t e r i e s  v o te d  i n  l a r g e  m a jo r i t y  a g a i n s t  th e  
m e rg e r p la n ,  b u t  many b o rd e r  s t a t e s  a n d  n o n - s o u th e rn  j u d i c a t o r i e s  w i th  
a  s m a l le r  e n ro l lm e n t  v o te d  i n  f a v o r  o f  i t . A t o t a l  o f  6 l  p r e s b y t e r i e s  
v o te d  f o r  u n io n ,  w h ile  51  v o te d  a g a i n s t .
The s e c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  b a l l o t i n g  was c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  
in  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  v o te .  E x c lu d in g  th e  s t a t e  o f  T e x a s , e v e ry  p r e s b y te r y  
b u t  tw o l o c a t e d  i n  th e  fo rm e r  C o n fe d e ra te  S t a t e s  v o te d  a g a i n s t  t h e  
p r o p o s i t i o n .  Out o f  51 c h u rc h  c o u r ts  t h a t  w ent a g a i n s t  u n io n ,  43 w ere 
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  S o u th . Of th e  re m a in in g  e i g h t  p r e s b y t e r i e s  t h a t  v o te d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  m e rg e r , f o u r  w ere i n  M is s o u r i ,  t h r e e  i n  I l l i n o i s ,  an d  one 
i n  I n d ia n a .  A lth o u g h  a b o r d e r  s t a t e ,  much o f  M is s o u r i  i s  s o u th e rn  
o r i e n t e d ,  an d  s o u th e rn  I l l i n o i s ,  w here t h e  d i s s e n t i n g  p r e s b y t e r i e s  w ere 
l o c a t e d ,  h a s  a lw ay s  b een  s u b j e c t  t o  s o u th e r n  in f lu e n c e
1 DPM in u te s  o f  May 22 , 1905 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  ( 1 9 0 5 ) ,  4 0 -4 2 .
103M inutes o f  May 2 2 , 1905 , i b i d . ,  3 8 -4 3 .
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The s e c t i o n a l  n a t u r e  o f  th e  d e c i s i o n  d id  n o t go u n n o t ic e d  a t  
th e  t i m e .  Even b e f o r e  t h e  f i n a l  t a l l y  -was i n ,  one w r i t e r  n o te d :
Can i t  he  t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  s o u th  o f  th e  O hio a n d  e a s t  o f  
t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  have d i f f e r e n t  t h e o l o g i c a l  v iew s from  t h e i r  
b r e t h r e n  N o r th  an d  W est. I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  i t .  Can i t  be  
t h a t  th o s e  s o u th  o f  t h e  Ohio a n d  e a s t  o f  t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  a r e  
l e s s  in fo rm e d  th a n  o u r  b r e th r e n  o f  t h e  N o r th  o r  W est? I t  c e r ­
t a i n l y  c a n n o t b e .  What th e n ?  The "n eg ro "  t h a t  i s  a l l .  We 
h av e  s a i d  t h a t  we a r e  n o t  a  s e c t i o n a l  c h u rc h .  Does n o t  t h e
v o te  p ro v e  t o  th e  c o n t r a r y ? 1°^
The p r e s b y t e r i a l  a p p o r tio n m e n t was su c h  a s  t o  g iv e  a  d e c id e d  
a d v a n ta g e  t o  m ore num erous j u d i c a t o r i e s  w ith  l i m i t e d  m em b ersh ip . F o r 
i n s t a n c e ,  th e  s t a t e  o f  T e n n e sse e  h ad  a  t o t a l  C um berland  m em bership  o f  
k 2 , k 6 k .  Iow a, on  th e  o th e r  h an d , h ad  a  t o t a l  m em bership  o f  1 ,1 9 0 .  The 
t o t a l  num ber o f  p r e s b y t e r i e s  i n  T e n n e sse e  was t h i r t e e n  w h ile  Iowa h ad
t h r e e .  T e n n e sse e  s e n t im e n t  was d e c id e d ly  a g a i n s t  t h e  u n io n , b u t  i t  was
o n ly  a b l e  to  c a s t  e le v e n  v o te s  in  t h e  n e g a t iv e  w h ile  Iow a w i th  one 
t h i r t y - f i f t h  o f  t h e  m em bersh ip  o f  T e n n e sse e  was a b le  t o  c a s t  t h r e e  b a l ­
l o t s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  A g a in , T e n n e sse e  h ad  1 0 ,0 0 0  m ore members th a n  
T e x a s , b u t  t h e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e  had  e i g h t  more p r e s b y t e r i e s  and  c a s t  
t h i r t e e n  v o te s  f o r  u n io n  i n  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a n d  s e v e n  a g a i n s t .  
Numerous exam ples o f  t h i s  u n f a i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c o u ld  be  c i t e d  b u t  o n ly  
one w i l l  s u f f i c e .  On t h e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t t h e r e  w ere  se v e n  p r e s b y t e r i e s  
r e p r e s e n t in g  a  m em bership  o f  1 ,063*  K en tu ck y  a l s o  h ad  s e v e n  p r e s b y ­
t e r i e s ,  b u t  t h e s e  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  m em bersh ip  o f  1 6 , 9 5 0 .
10V L . L iv in g s to n ,  "Some I n t e r e s t i n g  P h a se s  o f  th e  U nion  
S i t u a t i o n , "  The C um berland  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  LXIX (J a n u a ry  19* 1905)* 95-
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K en tu ck y  w ent s i x  t o  one a g a i n s t  t h e  m e rg e r , h u t  t h e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t 
c a s t  s e v e n  v o te s  f o r  th e  u n io n .
R e g a rd le s s  o f  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  r e q u i r e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
m a j o r i t y  t o  p a s s  t h e  m easu re  h ad  b e e n  a t t a i n e d .  The m a jo r i t y  members 
o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  co m m ittee  o n  u n io n  an d  r e u n io n  i s s u e d  a  r e p o r t  reeom - 
m ending t h a t  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  d e c l a r e  th e  u n io n  consum m ated.
F o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s ,  th e  m in o r i ty  members o f  t h e  com m it­
t e e  u rg e d  abandonm ent o f  t h e  m e rg e r p l a n .  C la im in g  t h a t  th e  c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  C hurch  g av e  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  no a u t h o r i t y  t o  n e g o t i a t e  
o r g a n ic  u n io n  w i th  a n o th e r  d e n o m in a tio n , t h e y  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  u n io n  
p la n  v i o l a t e d  b o th  t h e  p r o v i s io n s  and  s p i r i t  o f  t h a t  in s t r u m e n t .  C i t ­
in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  members o f  th e  l e s s e r  j u d i c a t o r i e s  
had  c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  m e rg e r , t h e y  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  a  m a jo r i t y  
o f  t h e  e l d e r s ,  l a y  and  s p i r i t u a l ,  o p p o sed  th e  schem e. The s p e c t e r  o f  
N egroes b e in g  t h r u s t  i n t o  w h ite  c o n g re g a t io n s  an d  p r e s b y t e r i e s  was a l s o  
r a i s e d .
A f t e r  t h e  r e a d in g  o f  th e  m a jo r i t y  a n d  m in o r i ty  r e p o r t s  t o  th e  
G e n e ra l A ssem bly , t h e  R ev. M r. S . M. T em ple ton  o f  W axahachie moved 
a d o p t io n  o f  t h e  m a jo r i t y  r e p o r t .  E ld e r  J .  J .  M cC le llan  th e n  u rg e d  th e  
a d o p t io n  o f  th e  m i n o r i t y  r e p o r t  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e .  A d is c u s s io n  was th e n
"^®^Davis, "U nion o f  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  an d  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , USA," 6 7 - 6 8 .
10^M inutes o f  May 2 2 , 1905* M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly
o f  th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church ( l9 0 5 ) j  40-^9♦
10^ I b id . , b 2 - k 3 .
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d e c l a r e d  i n  o r d e r .  I n  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e  d e h a te  w h ich  fo l lo w e d  t o  
th e  c r e d i t  o f  th e  d e l e g a te s  t h e  hounds o f  c o u r te s y  w ere  n e v e r  o v e r ­
s te p p e d ,  a l th o u g h  many o f  th e  men w ho-spoke w ere  a lm o s t overcom e h y  th e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e i r  e m o tio n s . The R ev . M r. T em pleton  h e g a n  th e  d i s c u s ­
s i o n .  " H e s i t a t i n g  an d  a lm o s t awkward i n  h i s  s p e e c h  a t  f i r s t ,  he  
warmed up t o  h i s  s u b j e c t ,  he  w axed e lo q u e n t  and  p o w e r fu l  a s  w e l l  a s  
c l e v e r l y  a rg u m e n ta t iv e  show ing t h a t  he w e l l  m e r i te d  t h e  p la c e  o f  ho n o r 
h i s  c h u rc h  h ad  g iv e n  h im ."  Among o th e r  t h i n g s ,  he a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  
m a jo r i t y  v o te  a g a i n s t  u n io n  c a s t  h y  th e  members o f  t h e  l e s s e r  j u d i c a ­
t o r i e s  was n o t " p e r t i n e n t . "  " I t  i s  n o t  t h e  law  o f  o u r  c h u rc h  t o  v o te  
b y  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  h u t  h y  p r e s b y t e r i e s . "
A n o th e r  p ro - u n io n  s p e a k e r ,  t h e  R ev . M r. T . A. W ig g in g to n  o f  
E v a n s v i l l e ,  I n d ia n a ,  a l s o  one o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  co m m ittee  on u n io n  
an d  r e u n io n  who s ig n e d  t h e  m a jo r i t y  r e p o r t ,  t u r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  
r a c e  q u e s t io n .  A rg u in g  t h a t  t h e  f e a r  t h a t  w h ite  and  b la c k  m i n i s t e r s  
w ou ld  be  f o r c e d  t o  s i t  i n  t h e  same p r e s b y t e r i e s  a n d  sy n o d s was w ith o u t  
f o u n d a t io n ;  he d e c la r e d  t h a t  c o lo r e d  m i n i s t e r s  w ou ld  u n d o u b te d ly  be 
sh o v ed  i n t o  s e p a r a t e  c h u rc h  c o u r t s .
S p eak in g  w ith  h ig h  e m o tio n a l  t e n s i o n ,  E ld e r  J .  J .  M c C le lla n  o f  
W est P o in t ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  was m ore f i e r y  i n  h i s  u t t e r a n c e s  th a n  a n y  o f  
t h e  p r e v io u s  s p e a k e r s .  T ap p in g  a  copy  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  o f  
F a i t h ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  t o  d e d ic a te d  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  t h i s  work 
was " r e p u l s i v e . "  "Why, th e  M e th o d is t  C hurch  comes m ore n e a r l y  t o  my
l o 8I b i d . ,  1*4.
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d o c t r in e  th a n  t h e  te a c h in g s  o f  t h i s  h o o k ,"  he c r i e d .  H is words 
s t i r r e d  amens an d  e x c la m a tio n s  from  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  house an d  th e  
m o d e ra to r  h ad  t o  ra p  v ig o r o u s ly  f o r  o r d e r .  "You may la u g h , b r e t h r e n , " 
he c o n t in u e d ,  " h u t I  have h e e n  in  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch  
f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s  and  I  am o n ly  48 y e a r s  o l d .  I  do n o t know a n y th in g  
b u t  t o  lo v e  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch and  when you t e a r  i t  
fro m  my bosom you t e a r  my h e a r t  s t r i n g s . "  As he c o n c lu d e d , h i s  v o ic e  
b ro k e  an d  th e  g a th e r in g  was v i s i b l y  moved.
F i n a l l y ,  th e  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  v o te d  on th e  m in o r i ty  an d  m a jo r i t y  
r e p o r t s . They f i r s t  v o te d  down th e  m in o r i ty  r e p o r t  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  
th e  m a jo r i t y  r e p o r t .  They th e n  a d o p te d  t h e  m a jo r i t y  r e p o r t ,  d e c la r in g  
t h a t  u n io n  s h o u ld  be consum m ated, b y  a v o te  o f  137  d e le g a te s  f o r  and  
111  a g a i n s t  t h e  m o tio n .^ " *
A s h o r t  tim e  l a t e r ,  E ld e r  J .  J .  M cC le llan  sp e a k in g  f o r  th e  
a n t i - u n i o n i s t s ,  in t r o d u c e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  th e  a c t i o n  
t a k e n  b y  th e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  b o d y . I n  t h i s  r a t h e r  le n g th y  s ta te m e n t  
th e  c h i v a l r i c  to n e  t h a t  h ad  a p p a r e n t ly  h i t h e r t o  p r e v a i l e d  a t  th e  g a t h e r ­
in g  was s i g n a l l y  l a c k in g .  Among o th e r  th in g s  t h e  p a p e r  s t a t e d :
The. p la n  o r  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  u n io n  i s  n o t  i n  i t s  l e g a l  and  l o g i ­
c a l  e f f e c t  a u n io n  o f  t h e  two c h u rc h e s .  I t s  consum m ation 
w ould  be p u r e ly  and  s im p ly  th e  m erg ing  o f  t h e  m em bership o f  
o u r  communion in t o  th e  o th e r  communion and  th e  conveyance o f  
a l l  o u r  p r o p e r ty  a s s e t s  i n t o  t h a t  communion.
lQ9y re sn o  M orning R e p u b lic a n , May 23 , 1905*
110M inutes o f  May 23 , 1905> M inutes o f  th e  G eneral Assem bly o f
th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church (1 9 0 5 ) , 5 1 -5 6 .
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Im p ly in g  f r a u d  an d  c o e r c io n ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  d e c l a r e d :  "The a r b i t r a r y
e x e r c i s e  o f  a u t h o r i t y  e i t h e r  l e g a l l y  v e s t e d  o r  assu m ed  ca n  o n ly  have  
d i s a s t r o u s  r e s u l t s . "  The p l a n  o f  u n io n  b e in g  " u t t e r l y  im p r a c t i c a b le "  
w ou ld  le a d  t o  " d i s o r d e r ,  c h a o s ,  an d  c o n fu s io n "  a n d  b r in g  "sham e an d  
r e p r o a c h  t o  t h e  Kingdom o f  o u r  M a s te r ."  N in e ty -o n e  d e l e g a te s  s ig n e d  
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n
S tu n g  b y  t h i s  a t t a c k ,  T em p le to n  a n d  o th e r s  drew  up an  a n s w e r .
I n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  th e  d o c t r i n a l  a rg u m e n ts  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y ,  t h e  p a p e r  u s e d  
s u c h  w ords a s  " p r e p o s te r o u s ” a n d  " v i o l e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n . "  T u rn in g  i t s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s  t h e  s ta te m e n t  d e c l a r e d  
t h a t  t h e  members o f  t h e  u n i t e d  c h u rc h  w ou ld  c o n t in u e  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  
same c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  t h e y  h ad  e n jo y e d  b e f o r e  t h e  m e r­
g e r  h a d  ta k e n  p l a c e .  "O n ly  t h o s e  members who may r e f u s e  t o  go  w i th  
t h e i r  C hurch  i n t o  th e  u n io n  w i l l  d i v e s t  th e m s e lv e s  o f  a n y  p r o p e r t y  
r i g h t s . "  T h a t l a s t  s e n te n c e  m u st have c h i l l e d  t h e  b lo o d  o f  t h e  a n t i ­
u n i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  b a l l .  I t  was a  c l e a r  w a rn in g  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  who c o n ­
t i n u e d  t o  o p p o se  th e  u n io n  a f t e r  i t  h a d  b e e n  l e g a l l y  consum m ated  m ig h t 
be  c o n f r o n te d  w i th  t h e  t o t a l  l o s s  o f  t h e i r  c h u rc h  p r o p e r t y  h o l d i n g s . 
H av ing  p e r m i t t e d  t h e  g l i n t  o f  t h e  m a i le d  f i s t  t o  b e  s e e n  b e n e a th  t h e  
v e l v e t  g lo v e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem b ly , h a v in g  tr iu m p h e d  
o v e r  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n ,  a p p e a le d  f o r  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .  W ith  " th e  o p p o r tu ­
n i t y  f o r  m ore d e l i b e r a t e  r e f l e c t i o n "  a l l  c o u ld  now p r e p a r e  t o  t r a n s f e r  
th e m s e lv e s  i n t o  th e  u n i t e d  c h u rc h ,  " s e e in g  t h a t  t h e  e x c i te m e n t  i n c i d e n t
i:L1M inutes o f  May 2k ,  1 9 0 5 , i b i d . ,  78 - 8 0 .
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t o  e a r n e s t  d e b a te  may now s u b s id e  b y  r e a s o n  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d e c i ­
s io n  i s  a c c o m p lish e d  an d  f i n a l . "
The U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a l s o  h a v in g  a c c e p te d  th e  p la n  o f
u n io n ,  th e  m a jo r i t y  p a p e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  a n o th e r  j o i n t  com m ittee  w ou ld  be
a p p o in te d  t o  w ork o u t  th e  f i n a l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  m e rg e r .  C o n se q u e n tly ,
b o th  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b lie s  w ou ld  m eet s e p a r a t e l y  a y e a r  from  May, 1905#
f o r  t h e  l a s t  t im e .  A f t e r  1906  t h e r e  w ould  be  o n ly  one G e n e ra l A ssem bly
I IPo f  t h e  u n i t e d  c h u rc h .  T hese  r e p o r t s  en d ed  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  
c o n s e q u e n c e .
W hile th e  u n io n  d e b a te  r i v e t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  A m erican  
C a l v i n i s t s ,  t h e  t h r e e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  i n  Texas 
d e m o n s tra te d  an  a lm o s t p a i n f u l  e a g e rn e s s  t o  p rom ote  t h e  m e rg e r .  As th e  
j o i n t  c o n fe re n c e  on u n io n  was ham m ering o u t a  p la n  t o  b e  p ro p o s e d  t o  
th e  G e n e ra l A sse m b lie s  o f  b o th  c h u rc h e s ,  t h e  N o rth  Texas and  t h e  T r i n i t y  
P r e s b y t e r i e s  drew up r e s o l u t i o n s  s t a t i n g  t h e i r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r t  o f  
t h e  u n io n  m ovem ent." ^ 3  when th e y  w ere r e q u i r e d  t o  c a s t  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  
b a l l o t s  on  th e  u n io n  q u e s t io n ,  a l l  t h r e e  c a s t  unanim ous v o te s  i n  f a v o r  
o f  t h e  m e rg e r .  Two men in  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y ,  how ever, r e c o r d e d
112 I b i d . ,  8 0 - 9 1 .
■ ^^M inutes o f  A p r i l  2 8 , 1903 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
N o rth  T exas o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  USA, 1 9 0 0 -1 9 0 6 ,"  6 3 . In  
c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) ;  M inu tes 
o f  A p r i l  l l ,  1901 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  T r i n i t y  o f  t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1895-1906 , "  10 3 . In  c h u rc h  p a p e rs  ( U n iv e r s i ty  
o f  T exas A rc h iv e s ,  A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .
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t h e i r  v o te s  a g a i n s t  th e  s e p a r a t e  p r e s b y te r y  p r o v i s i o n . 1114' T h is  e a g e r ­
n e ss  i s  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  when one com pares t h e  s c a n ty  m em bership  o f  th e  
n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  i n  T exas w i th  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C um berland  
e s ta b l i s h m e n t .  C o m p ara tiv e  f i g u r e s  w i l l  be  g iv e n  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .
The G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  U .S .A . C hurch  h e ld  i t s  r e g u l a r  
a n n u a l m e e tin g  a t  W inona L ake, I n d ia n a  i n  May, 1905* The p r e s b y t e r i a l  
v o te  was o v e rw h e lm in g ly  a f f i r m a t i v e  f o r  b o th  t h e  u n io n  p la n  a n d  t h e  
amendment p r o v id in g  f o r  r a c i a l l y  s e p a r a t e  c h u rc h  c o u r t s .  The t o t a l  num­
b e r  o f  p r e s b y t e r i e s  v o t in g  f o r  th e  m e rg e r p la n  was 19 -̂ w h ile  39 w ere 
o p p o se d . Seven j u d i c a t o r i e s  f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n ,  h ow ever, w h ile  one 
r a t i f i e d  c o n d i t i o n a l l y .  On th e  amendment p r o v id in g  f o r  s e p a r a t e  p r e s ­
b y t e r i e s  and  sy n o d s  f o r  r a c i a l  o r  n a t i o n a l  g ro u p s ,  th e  v o te  was 188 
p r e s b y t e r i e s  v o t in g  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  a s  c o n t r a s t e d  t o  h 5 v o t in g  i n  o p p o s i ­
t i o n .  E ig h t c h u rc h  c o u r t s  f a i l e d  t o  ta k e  a c t i o n  on t h e  i s s u e .  T hus,
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b o th  d e n o m in a tio n s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  r a t i f i e d  t h e  u n io n  p la n .
When t h e  G e n e ra l A sse m b lie s  o f  t h e  C um berland an d  U .S .A . denom i­
n a t io n s  made t h e i r  d e c i s io n s  known, a  w a i l  o f  a n g u is h  b ro k e  from  The 
C um berland B a n n e r . What d ism ayed  th e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  i n s i d e  t h e
n il
M in u te s  o f  A p r i l  12 , 1905; "M inu tes o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
T r i n i t y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  t h e  USA, 1895“1 9 0 6 ,"  1 1 0 j M inu tes 
o f  A p r i l  5; 1905 ; "M inu tes o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  N o rth  T exas o f  th e  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  USA, 1 9 0 0 -1 9 0 6 ,"  7 5 i M in u te s  o f  A p r i l  19 , 1905; 
"M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  A u s t in  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  
USA, 1 9 0 0 -1 9 0 6 ,"  27 2 . I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T exas A rc h iv e s ,  
A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .
11^M inutes o f  May 2 2 , 1905; M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA (1 9 0 5 );
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C um berland  C hurch  a lm o s t a s  much a s  th e  a c t u a l  d e c i s io n  t o  m erge was 
t h e  d e f e c t io n  t o  t h e  ra n k s  o f  th e  u n i o n i s t s  o f  many men f o r m e r ly  o p p o sed  
t o  t h e  m ovem ent.
W e ll,  " i t  i s  s e t t l e d " — "u n a n im o u s ly  c a r r i e d "  an d  d e c l a r e d  
" c o n s t i t u t i o n a l "  b y  b o th  c h u r c h e s .  L o y a l C um berland  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n s  c a n  w ork , p r a y  and  hang  t h e i r  h a rp s  i n  d e s p a i r  on th e  
b e n d in g  w il lo w s —t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  m ust soon  
c e a se  t o  e x i s t —i t  i s  o n ly  a  m a t t e r  o f  a r r a n g in g  d e t a i l s .  And 
t o  th e  c r u e l t y  o f  t h e  p an g s  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  a b o u t a l l  th e  
" c o n s e r v a t iv e "  an d  " le a d in g "  men who have  b e e n  o p p o s in g  th e  
m erg e r have  d e c l a r e d  t h e i r  w i l l in g n e s s  t o  bow i n  hum ble an d  
" lp y a j .,"  su b m iss io n  t o  t h e  b e h e s t  o f  a  f a c t i o n a l  m a jo r i t y  o f  
th e  A ssem bly— le a v in g  o n ly  t h e  " in s i g n i f i c a n t - f r a g m e n t s "  t o  
f l o a t  i n t o  t h e  M e th o d is t  a n d  B a p t i s t  fo ld s ."* -
S in c e  d e t a i l s  s t i l l  h ad  t o  be  i r o n e d  o u t ,  t h e  j o i n t  com m ittee  
on u n io n  h e l d  c o n fe re n c e s  i n  S t .  L o u is ,  M is s o u r i ;  C h a r l o t t e ,  N o r th  
C a r o l in a ;  a n d  C in c in n a t i ,  O h io . N e g o t ia t io n s  w ere  e v i d e n t l y  s u c c e s s ­
f u l ,  f o r  t h e  com m ittee  drew  up a  f i n a l  r e p o r t  f o r  a d o p t io n  b y  t h e  Gen­
e r a l  A sse m b lie s  o f  b o th  c h u rc h e s
When t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch g a th e r e d  f o r  i t s  l a s t  
a u th o r i z e d  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m e e tin g  a t  D e c a tu r ,  I l l i n o i s ,  on  May 1 7 , 
1906 , b o th  t h e  p r o -  an d  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  i n s i d e  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  w ere
i  i  Q
w e l l  o r g a n iz e d ,  an d  a  l a s t  b i t t e r  s t r u g g l e  a p p e a re d  i n e v i t a b l e .
E l e c t i o n  o f  a  m o d e ra to r  f o r  t h e  s e s s io n  p ro v id e d  th e  f i r s t  t e s t  o f  
s t r e n g t h  b e tw een  th e  tw o c o n te n d in g  f o r c e s .  U n io n is t s  n o m in a te d  D r .
*1 "| £
E d i t o r s ,  " I s  t h e  Q u e s tio n  S e t t l e d ? "  The C um berland  B an n e r, I  
( J u l y  I k ,  1 9 0 5 ) , k .
■''^Minutes o f  May 2k,  1906 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  VI ( 1906 ) ,  1 3 7 -3 8 .
1 *1 Q
N a s h v i l le  A m erican, May 17 , 1 9 0 6 .
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I r a  L a n d r i th  o f  N a s h v i l le  who h ad  "been one o f  t h e  m ost a c t i v e  p ro p o ­
n e n ts  o f  u n io n  e v e r  s in c e  t h e  i n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  movement I n  1903* A n t i ­
u n io n  d e le g a te s  n o m in a ted  t h e  R ev . M r. A. N. Eshman o f  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  one 
o f  t h e  m ost d e te rm in e d  o p p o n e n ts  o f  t h e  m ovem ent. When t h e  b a l l o t s  w ere
c o u n te d  D r. L a n d r i th  was e l e c t e d ,  an d  th e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  h a d  s u f f e r e d
119y e t  a n o th e r  d e f e a t  ^
A f t e r  t h i s  f i r s t  v o te  t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  th e y  
w ou ld  be  overw helm ed b y  a m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s . T hey w ere i n  no 
mood, how ever, t o  su b m it s u p in e ly  t o  th e  f a t e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  them  by  
t h e i r  p r o - u n io n  b r e t h r e n .  R e a l iz in g  ev en  b e f o r e  th e  a s se m b ly  g a th e r e d  
t h a t  th e y  w ou ld  b e  o u tn u m b ered , t h e  o p p o n e n ts  o f  u n io n  d e te rm in e d  on 
l e g a l  a c t i o n  to  p r e v e n t  th e  consum m ation  o f  th e  m e rg e r .  C o n se q u e n tly , 
on May l 6 , 1906 , th e  day  b e f o r e  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  was due t o  b e g in  i t s  p r o ­
c e e d in g s ,  Ju d g e  J .  H. F u s s e l l ,  a n  a n t i - u n i o n i s t  e l d e r ,  a n d  o th e r s  f i l e d  
s u i t  a g a i n s t  J .  B. B a i l ,  th e  r e t i r i n g  m o d e ra to r ,  an d  o th e r  s u p p o r te r s  
o f  u n io n .  The d e m u rre r , o r  b i l l ,  f i l e d  b y  t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  b e f o r e  
th e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  o f  I l l i n o i s  a t  D e c a tu r  e n jo in e d  e v e ry  co m m iss io n e r i n  
a t te n d a n c e  a t  t h e  C um berland G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m e e tin g  fro m  consum m ating
t h e  m e rg e r  w i th  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . Ju d g e  W. C. Jo h n s  s a t  on  th e
120b e n c h  i n  t h i s  c a s e .
^ E d i to r s ,  " S e v e n ty - s ix th  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  R e p o rt o f  t h e  F i r s t  
T h re e  Days o f  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n i s m 's  Suprem e J u d i c a t o r y ,"  The 
C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n ,  LXXI (May 2 4 , 1 9 0 6 ) , 6 3 0 .
120M inutes o f  May 17 and 23 , 1906 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral Assem­
b ly  o f  th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church ( 1906 ) ,  1 8 , 5 2 .
2.0k
A l o c a l  n ew spaper r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,  w h ile  t h e  c a s e  was b e in g  
a rg u e d ,  e x c i t a b l e  P r e s b y te r i a n s  crow ded h ig g le d y - p ig g le d y  i n t o  t h e  
c o u r tro o m . On a  num ber o f  o c c a s io n s  t h e  d in  i n s i d e  t h e  cham ber became 
so  g r e a t  t h a t  S h e r i f f  T h r i f t  h ad  t o  ra p  f o r  o r d e r  a n d  t h r e a t e n  t o  c l e a r  
th e  room .
U n io n is t  d e fe n d a n ts  w ere  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  Ju d g e  Jo h n  M. G au t, who 
becam e p ro m in e n t i n  l a t e r  l i t i g a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  
o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n . H aving made an  e x h u a s t iv e  s tu d y  
o f  t h e  c a s e ,  he a rg u e d  b e f o r e  Ju d g e  J o h n s 1 c o u r t  t h a t  th e  u n io n  h ad  
b een  e f f e c t e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  an d  l e g a l l y  and  was n o t  s u b je c t  t o  re v ie w  
b y  a c i v i l  t r i b u n a l .  I n  h is  f i n a l  summary, how ever, he d e m o n s tra te d  
sym pathy  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s .  Ju d g e  G aut s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  
was a n o th e r  exam ple o f  a  c o n f l i c t  o f  v ie w s be tw een  p r o g r e s s iv e s  an d  co n ­
s e r v a t i v e s  . "The new s h o u ld  be  p a t i e n t  w i th  t h e  o ld  an d  y e t  t h e  o ld  
s h o u ld  n o t be  a l lo w e d  t o  s to p  th e  w heels  o f  p r o g r e s s . "  A lth o u g h  he 
p i t i e d  e l d e r l y  C um berland  m i n i s t e r s  who c o u ld  n o t  i n  c o n s c ie n c e  a c c e p t
th e  d e c i s io n  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e i r  d e n o m in a tio n , su c h  i n d i -
121v id u a l s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  b lo c k  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y .
Ju d g e  Jo h n s  d e l iv e r e d  h i s  o p in io n  on May 1 9 , an d  i n  h i s  d e c i ­
s io n  he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was w e l l  aw are o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  
c a s e  b e f o r e  h i s  t r i b u n a l .  T o t a l  p r o p e r ty  v a lu e  o f  t h e  C um berland C hurch  
was o v e r  sev en  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  an d  c o m p la in a n ts  c la im e d  t h a t  a s  many 
a s  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  a d h e re d  t o  t h e i r  c o n t e n t io n s .  P ro b a b ly  an  e v e n  l a r g e r
121P eca tu r  D a ily  R eview , May 1 9 , 1906 .
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number sy m p a th iz e d  w ith  t h e  d e fe n d a n ts  who f a v o re d  th e  consum m ation o f  
th e  u n io n .
" In  i t s  sco p e , a im s , and  c o n te n t io n s ,  th e  c a s e  p r e s e n te d  to  
th e  c o u r t  has no p a r a l l e l  i n  th e  ju r i s p r u d e n c e  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s , "  
th e  ju d g e  a v e r r e d .  I f  t h e  p r a y e r  o f  th e  h i l l  p r e s e n te d  h y  th e  com­
p la in a n t s  was .g r a n te d ,  t h e  C um berland G e n e ra l A ssem bly w ould  re a s s e m b le  
n e x t y e a r  w ith  none o f  th e  c o n te n t io n s  w i th in  th e  d en o m in a tio n  r e s o lv e d .  
On t h e  o th e r  h an d , i f  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  was d e n ie d , t h e  m a jo r i t y  w i th in  
th e  Cum berland Church w ou ld  a d o p t th e  r e p o r t  o f  i t s  com m ittee on 
u n io n  and  r e u n io n  and  d e c la r e  i t s e l f  m erged w ith  t h e  n a t i o n a l  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  Church u n d e r  th e  name and  s t y l e  o f  t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r ia n  
d e n o m in a tio n .
The m in o r i ty  w i l l  fo rm  a  G e n e ra l A ssem bly , denounce th e  fo rm e r 
p ro c e e d in g s ,  and  c la im in g  t o  b e  th e  t r u e  C hurch , p ro c e e d  t o  
t h e  uneven  t e n o r  o f  i t s  way th ro u g h  a m u l t i tu d e  o f  law  s u i t s  
i n  a dozen  o r  more S t a t e s  o f  t h e  U nion .
In  r e a c h in g  h i s  d e c i s io n  Ju d g e  Jo h n s  a rg u e d , "Members o f  l e s ­
s e r  b o d ie s  o f  a  v o lu n ta r y  o r g a n iz a t io n  a r e  bound b y  th e  a c t s  o f  th e  
h ig h e s t  t r i b u n a l .  C i v i l  c o u r ts  h av e  no r i g h t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  th o s e  
a c t s . "  P e rso n s  a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly a r e  t r u s t e e s  t o  g o v ­
e rn  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  c h u rc h , he  c o n te n d e d , and  a l l  com m unicants o f  
th e  d e n o m in a tio n  s h a re  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  th e  p r o p e r ty  i n  e q u a l  d e g re e . 
However,, "w here a m a jo r i t y ,  how ever l a r g e ,  abandon t h e  t e n e t s  and  d o c­
t r i n e s  o f  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  th e y  c a n n o t h o ld  th e  p r o p e r ty  a g a i n s t  th e  
m in o r i ty  who a d h e re  . . . [ to  t h e s e  t e n e t s  and  d o c t r i n e s ] . ” Where 
t h e r e  a r e  two r i v a l  g ro u p s  c la im in g  to  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  d en o m in a tio n , th e
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d e c i s io n  a s  t o  w h ich  i s  t h e  t r u e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i s  d ep e n d e n t upon  th e  
c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  t h e  b y - la w s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n iz a t i o n .
Jo h n s  th e n  s t a t e d  t h e r e  was no e x c lu s iv e  a u t h o r i t y  v e s t e d  i n  
th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  t o  c a r r y  
o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  a s s o c i a t i o n  and  i t s  p r o p e r ty  t o  a n o th e r  d e n o m in a tio n , 
b u t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  d id  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o h i b i t  s u c h  a c t i o n .  Damn­
in g  f o r  th e  c a u se  o f  t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no one h ad  
q u e s t io n e d  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  p ro c e e d in g s  from  
1903 th ro u g h  1905 u n t i l  t h e  announcem ent o f  th e  p r e s b y te r y  v o t e .  When 
th o s e  o p p o sed  t o  t h e  m e rg e r  d is c o v e re d  t h a t  th e y  h ad  b een  d e f e a te d ,  
t h e n ,  an d  o n ly  th e n ,  d id  th e y  b e g in  t o  q u e s t io n  t h e  l e g a l  a n d  c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  th o s e  p r o c e e d in g s .
S in c e  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  C um berland  C hurch  w ould  c o n t in u e  t o  
be  u s e d  f o r  d e n o m in a tio n a l  p u rp o s e s ,  " i t  i s  t h e  d u ty  o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s
t o  p ro c e e d  [ a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  an d  t r a n s ­
f e r  t h e  p r o p e r ty  i n t o  t h e  u n i t e d  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch] . . .  no 
s e c u l a r  c o u r t  can  s to p  them  b y  i n j u n c t i o n . "
Judge  Jo h n s  c o n c lu d e d  b y  s a y in g  t h a t  s in c e  t h e  s t e p s  ta k e n  an d
th e  m e asu re s  em ployed  w ere  n o t i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e
C um berland C h urch , t h e r e f o r e
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a n  i n j u n c t i o n  i s  w ith o u t  p r e c e d e n t .  No
c o u r t ,  so f a r  a s  th e  d e c i s io n s  a t  h an d  r e v e a l ,  h as  e v e r
e n jo in e d  t h e  co m m ittee  o f  an  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  body  i n  c o n s id e r ­
in g  w hat a c t s  i t  s h o u ld  ta k e  upon a n y  g iv e n  p r o p o s i t i o n .  The 
d em u rre r t o  th e  b i l l  i s  s u s t a in e d ,  t h e  m o tio n  f o r  a  p r e l im in a r y  
i n j u n c t i o n  i s  o v e r r u le d ,  and  t h e  c o m p la in a n ts  c o n c lu d e  t o  a b id e
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■by t h e i r  " b i l l ,  i t  w i l l  h e  d is m is s e d ,  f o r  w ant o f  e q u i t y  a t  
t h e i r  c o s t .^22
B oth  f a c t i o n s  w i th in  t h e  C um berland d e n o m in a tio n  b ad  h y  m u tu a l 
c o n s e n t  a g re e d  t o  p o s tp o n e  a l l  im p o r ta n t  b u s in e s s  b e f o r e  t h e  G e n e ra l 
A s s e m b ly -u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  d e c i s io n  o f  Ju d g e  J o h n s 's  c o u r t .  T h is  d e c i ­
s io n  h a v in g  b e e n  r e n d e r e d ,  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  co m m ittee  on  u n io n  
and  r e u n io n  was p r e s e n te d  t o  t h a t  j u d i c a t o r y .  Among o th e r  t h i n g s ,  i t  
p r o v id e d  f o r  t r a n s f e r  o f  a l l  t h e  m i n i s t e r s ,  com m unican ts , b o a rd s ,  and  
p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  fo rm e r C um berland  C hurch  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h u rch . The b o u n d a ry  l i n e s  o f  p r e s b y t e r i e s  w ou ld  be  r e a d j u s t e d .  I n  
t h e  N o rth  and  t h e  W est th e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n , 
w ou ld  a b s o rb  th e  C um berland  C hurch  c o u r t s  w h ile  i n  t h e  S o u th  t h e  b o r ­
d e r s  an d  names o f  t h e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  w ould  b e  p r e s e r v e d .  In  
b o r d e r  s t a t e s  a m u tu a l a d ju s tm e n t  o f  b o u n d a r ie s  w ould  ta k e  p l a c e ,  an d  
an  a t te m p t w ou ld  b e  made t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  names o f  t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e a r  t o  th e  p e o p le  o f  t h a t  a r e a  b e lo n g in g  t o  e i t h e r  b ra n c h  
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch .
The r e p o r t  c o n c lu d e d  b y  a u t h o r i z in g  th e  m o d e ra to r  o f  t h e  Cum­
b e r l a n d  A ssem bly  t o  r e a d  th e  f o l lo w in g  s ta t e m e n t :
The j o i n t  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  tw o co m m ittees  on R eun ion  an d  U nion 
an d  t h e  r e c i t a l s  and  r e s o l u t i o n s  t h e r e i n  c o n ta in e d  and  
recom m ended f o r  a d o p t io n ,  h a v in g  b e e n  a d o p te d  b y  t h e  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  
A m erica a n d  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  C um berland  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch , an d  o f f i c i a l  n o t i c e  o f  su c h  a d o p t io n  h a v in g  
b e e n  r e c e iv e d  b y  e a c h  o f  t h e  s a i d  G e n e ra l A sse m b lie s  from  th e
122M inutes o f  May 2 3 , 1-906, M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church (1 9 0 6 ) , 5 2 -5 8 . ~
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o t h e r ;  I  do h e re b y  d e c l a r e  a n d  p u b l i c l y  anno u n ce  th e  b a s i s  o f  
u n io n  and  r e u n io n  i s  now i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t ,  an d  t h a t  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i s  h e re b y  r e u n i t e d  w i th  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica a s  one 
C hurch , an d  t h a t  th e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  tw o c h u rc h e s  d u r ­
in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  w i l l  b e  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  h e ld  a s  
m aking up t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  one c h u rc h .
And when s u c h  d e c l a r a t i o n  s h a l l  h ave  b e e n  p u b l i c l y  made in  
t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  Cum berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , no 
b u s in e s s  i n  t h a t  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  s h a l l  be  i n  o r d e r ,  e x c e p t  a 
m o tio n  t o  a d jo u rn  s in e  d ie ,  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  Assembly.
I n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e  d e b a te  t h a t  fo l lo w e d  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f
t h i s  r e p o r t ,  c o m m iss io n e rs  d e m o n s tra te d  t h e i r  e m o tio n a l  in v o lv e m e n t b y
c h e e r in g ,  a p p la u d in g ,  an d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w h i s t l i n g  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  a
s p e a k e r .  S t a t e d  C le rk  t h e  R ev . M r. J .  M» H u b b e rt, a c t i n g  a s  m o d e ra to r
i n  t h e  te m p o ra ry  a b se n c e  o f  D r. L a n d r i th ,  was c o m p e lle d  t o  r a p  f o r
o r d e r .  "L e t me c a u t io n  t h e  members o f  th e  A ssem bly  t o  r e f r a i n  from
1 PJia p p la u s e .  When you f e e l  l ik e ~ a p p la u d in g ,  p r a y  i n s t e a d . "
l a t e r  t h e  R ev . M r. W. M. R o b iso n , a u th o r  o f  The P a r t i n g  o f  th e
Way, la u n c h e d  a  f i e r y  a t t a c k  on th e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h .
"Can you c o n s c i e n t io u s ly  a s k  a  c a n d id a te  i f  he a d o p ts  th e  W e s tm in s te r
C o n fe s s io n  a s  c o n ta in in g  t h e  sy stem  o f  d o c t r i n e  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  H oly
S c r ip tu r e s ? "  he  c r i e d .  " C r ie s  o f  'y e s ,  y e s '"  b ro k e  from  v a r io u s  p a r t s
o f  t h e  h a l l .  He c o n t in u e d  i n  an  e m o tio n a l  v o ic e ,
I  hope t o  lo v e  my b r e t h r e n ,  h o n o r God an d  do th e  b e s t  p r e a c h ­
in g  I  c a n , d u r in g  th e  few  y e a r s  t h a t  a r e  l e f t  t o  me; a n d  I  
b e l i e v e  I  can  do my b e s t  o n ly  w i th  my B ib le  an d  th e  C o n fe s ­
s io n  o f  my f a t h e r  a n d  m o th e r .
123I b i d . ,  6k - 7 1 .
" S e v e n ty - s ix th  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  R e p o rt o f  t h e  F i r s t  T h ree  
Days o f  t h e  A nnual M eetin g  o f  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  Suprem e J u d ic a ­
t o r y ,  " o p . c i t . ,  6 1 5 .
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A t t h i s  p o in t  h a r r i e d  M o d e ra to r  H u b b ert p le a d e d ,  " I  a p p e a l  t o  a l l  c o n ­
s e r v a t i v e  men i n  t h i s  a s se m b ly  t h a t  we p o s s e s s  o u r s e lv e s  i n  p r a y e r  and  
p a t i e n c e  an d  a v o id  e x tre m e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e . " '^ - ’
A p o l l  was th e n  ta k e n  o f  t h e  c o m m iss io n e rs  p r e s e n t  w i th  t h e  
r e s u l t  t h a t  85 m i n i s t e r s  an d  JQ e l d e r s  v o te d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
w h ic h  was a  t o t a l  a f f i r m a t i v e  b a l l o t  o f  1 6 5 . V o tin g  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  w ere 
50 m i n i s t e r s  a n d  k l  e l d e r s ,  o r  a  t o t a l  o f
The d e s p e r a te  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  th e n  in t r o d u c e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  
p r o t e s t  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  by  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y .  T h is  s ta te m e n t  a s s e r t e d  
t h a t  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly had  no a u t h o r i t y  t o  a d jo u rn  s in e  d ie  a s  a  
s e p a r a t e  a s s e m b ly , an d  f u r th e r m o r e ,  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  h ad  no c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  t r a n s f e r  th e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  C um berland  m i n i s t e r s ,  
e l d e r s ,  an d  p r e s b y t e r i e s  t o  a n o th e r  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch . One h u n d re d  
c o m m iss io n e rs  s ig n e d  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .
The an sw er draw n up b y  t h e  R ev . M r. S . M. T em ple ton  an d  o th e r s  
r e t o r t e d  t h a t ,  a l th o u g h  th e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  was t o  a d jo u rn  
s in e  d ie  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  j u d i c a t o r y ,  t h e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  w ou ld  
c o n t in u e  i t s  w ork w i th in  t h e  u n i t e d  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . F u r th e rm o re , 
a  c i v i l  c o u r t  h a d  d e c re e d  t h a t  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  d id  n o t  v i o l a t e  th e
^^E di'tox’s " S e v e n t y - s i x t h  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  C o n c lu d in g  S e s ­
s io n s  o f  th e  H i s t o r i c  L a s t  S e p a ra te  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  C um berland  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rc h ,"  The C um berland P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  LXXI (May 31 , 1 9 0 6 ) ,
6k 7 .
M inutes o f  May 23 , 1906 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church (1 9 0 6 ) , 77-
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c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  -when i t  d e c la r e d  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  
u n i t e d  w ith  a n o th e r  P r e s b y te r i a n  b r a n c h .
The re m a in in g  b u s in e s s  t r a n s a c t e d  was b r i e f  b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  A 
co m m ittee  was a p p o in te d  t o  d r a f t  a p a s t o r a l  l e t t e r  t o  b e  r e a d  i n  a l l  
th e  c h u rc h e s  o f  t h e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n . T h is  e p i s t l e  u rg e d  mem­
b e r s  n o t  t o  ta k e  h a s ty  a c t i o n  o r  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  b la n d is h m e n ts  o f  t h e
128enem ies o f  th e  c h u rc h  b u t  t o  f o l lo w  th e  m a jo r i t y  i n t o  t h e  u n io n .
A n o th e r  co m m ittee  was a p p o in te d  t o  s e e k  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  t o  p r o t e c t  an y  
o th e r  r i g h t s  o f  th e  c h u r c h .12^
T hese  d e t a i l s  h a v in g  b e e n  a t t e n d e d  t o ,  M o d era to r  L a n d r i th  p u b ­
l i c l y  r e a d  th e  l a s t  p a r a g ra p h  o f  th e  r e p o r t  d r a f t e d  by  th e  co m m ittee  on 
u n io n  an d  r e u n io n ,  p r o c la im in g  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch 
r e u n i t e d  w i th  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . A f t e r  t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n  by  th e  
m o d e ra to r ,  J .  S . G r id e r  o f f e r e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  a d jo u rn  s in e  d ie  a s  a 
s e p a r a t e  a sse m b ly  an d  t o  m eet a g a in  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
th e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  May, 1 9 0 7 . The A ssem bly  a d o p te d  t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n  b y  p r a c t i c a l l y  th e  same v o te  a s  th e  b a l l o t  t h a t  a d o p te d  th e  
r e p o r t  on  u n io n  an d  r e u n io n .  The j u d i c a t o r y  th e n  a d jo u rn e d  s in e  d i e  on 
May 2 k , 1 9 0 6 .13°
127 I b i d . ,  7 8 - 7 9 .
128M in u tes  o f  May 2 3 -2 4 , 1906 , i b i d . ,  8 6 - 8 7 , 1 0 7 -1 0 ..  
■^^M inutes o f  May 23 , 1 906 , i b i d . ,  8 7 .
13°M in u te s  o f  May 2k ,  1906 , i b i d . ,  I I 5 - 1 6 . .
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Ju d g e  F u s s e l l ,  t h e  r e c o g n iz e d  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s ,  
th e n  a r o s e  a n d  an n o u n ced  t h a t  t h e  " l o y a l i s t s "  w ould  c o n t in u e  t h e  m e e t­
in g  o f  t h e  S e v e n ty - s ix th  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te ­
r i a n  C h u rch . A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  o rg a n  o f  t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s ,  
t h e  p r o - u n i o n i s t  co m m iss io n e rs  th e n  re s p o n d e d  w ith  a " s n a r l  an d  s n e e r "  
to  t h i s  s ta t e m e n t .  The d i s s i d e n t s  w ish ed  t o  c o n t in u e  t h e i r  d e l i b e r a ­
t i o n s  i n  t h e  same h o u se  o f  w o rsh ip  o c c u p ie d  b y  t h e  u n i t e d  a s se m b ly  b u t  
w ere e x p e l l e d  b y  th e  c h u rc h  o f f i c i a l s .  T hey  g a th e r e d  i n s t e a d  i n  Arm ory 
H a ll  o f  t h e  G rand Army o f  t h e  R e p u b l ic .  One h u n d red  an d  s i x  com m is­
s i o n e r s ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  Uo p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  m et on  May 2 5 , 1906 , r e o r g a n i z ­
in g  th e m s e lv e s  in t o  a n o th e r  G enera l- A ssem bly . They v o id e d  an d  
r e p u d ia te d  th e  r e p o r t  b y  th e  co m m ittee  on u n io n  an d  r e u n io n  to g e t h e r  
w i th  a l l  o th e r  a c t io n s  ta k e n  b y  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " s in e  d i e " c o n t in g e n t  o f  
th e  C um berland  C h u rch . The a s se m b ly  th e n  a d jo u rn e d ,  s c h e d u l in g  i t s  
n e x t  m e e tin g  i n  May, 1907* a t  D ic k so n , T e n n e sse e , t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  t h e  
C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rc h .-*-31
T hus, Judge  J o h n s 's  p ro p h e s y  p ro v e d  c o r r e c t .  The m i n o r i t y  o f  
th e  d e n o m in a tio n  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  th e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  
in  a d jo u rn in g  s in e  d i e . R e o rg a n iz in g  th e m s e lv e s  i n t o  an  in d e p e n d e n t 
c h u rc h , th e y  p r e p a r e d  t o  s t e e r  t h e i r  h a z a rd o u s  c o u rs e  th r o u g h  th e  r e e f s  
an d  s h o a ls  o f  in n u m e ra b le  l a w s u i t s .  A b i t t e r  s t r u g g l e  o v e r  t h e  p r o p e r ty  
o f  t h e  f o r m e r ly  u n i t e d  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h  a p p e a re d  i n e v i t a b l e .
-* -3 lE d ito rs , "The D e c a tu r  A ssem bly  an d  th e  Q u e s tio n  o f  O rg an ic  
U n io n ,"  The C um berland  B an n er, I I  (Ju n e  1 , 1 9 0 6 ) ,  8 .
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W hile  t h e  C um berland  j u d i c a t o r y  was m e e tin g  in  D e c a tu r  i n  May, 
1906 , th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  g a th e r e d  a t  Des 
M oines, Io w a . The d e l e g a te s  r e s o lv e d  t h a t  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  u n io n  an d  
re u n io n  ta k e  p re c e d e n c e  o v e r  a l l  o th e r  b u s in e s s  b e f o r e  th e  c h u rc h  
c o u r t . 132  On May 1 8 , D r. W. H. R o b e r ts ,  S t a t e d  C le rk  o f  th e  a s se m b ly  
an d  one o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  j o i n t  co m m ittee  on u n io n  a n d  r e u n io n ,  
p r e s e n te d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  c o m m itte e . T h e re  was th e n  much d is c u s s io n  
o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  a d ju s tm e n ts  o f  th e  C um berland  C h u rch . I t  was f i n a l l y  
d e te rm in e d  t h a t  t h e s e  a d ju s tm e n ts  w ould  be l e f t  l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  r e s p e c ­
t i v e  b o a rd s  o f  t h e  tw o d e n o m in a t io n s . Even b e f o r e  u n io n  was consum ­
m a te d , a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  u n io n  c o m m itte e , t h e  e d u c a t io n a l  
b o a rd  o f  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  h ad  a l r e a d y  exam ined  th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f
t r a n s f e r r i n g  a l l  th e  p r o p e r ty  an d  t r u s t s  b e lo n g in g  t o  i t  to  t h e  e d u c a ­
t et i o n a l  b o a rd  o f  th e  U .S .A . C h u rch .
A co m m ittee  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  c o n fe re n c e  h ad  b een  h e ld  w i th  th e  
t r u s t e e s  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  on th e  m eans o f  o b t a i n ­
in g  t i t l e  t o  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  fo rm e r  C um berland d e n o m in a tio n . P ro m i­
n e n t  la w y e rs  w ere c o n s u l t e d ,  a n d  t h e i r  a lm o s t  unanim ous o p in io n  was 
t h a t  s in c e  t h e  v a r io u s  t r u s t s  w ere h e ld  b y  c o r p o r a t io n s  an d  t r u s t e e s  o f  
t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  C um berland C h urch , t h e  u n i t e d  U .S .A , C hurch  
was e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  t h e  p r o p e r ty  a f t e r  u n io n  was consum m ated. The
^ ^ M in u te s  o f  May 18 , 1906 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  USA, VI ( 1 9 0 6 ) ,  1 5 -1 6 .
133M inutes o f  May 2b, 1906 , i b i d . ,  138- 3 9 .
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r e p o r t  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c a r e  s h o u ld  he  ta k e n  i n  t h e  w ord­
in g  o f  th e  r e s o l u t i o n  c o m p le tin g  th e  u n io n  so  a s  t o  make i t  c l e a r l y  
u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  w ould  c o n t in u e  i t s  
e x i s t e n c e  r e u n i t e d  w i th  an d  in c o r p o r a te d  i n t o  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . 
The co m m ittee  c o n c lu d e d  b y  s a y in g  t h a t  i t  was im p o s s ib le  t o  i n s u r e  th e  
c h u rc h  t h a t  l i t i g a t i o n  w ould  n o t d e v e lo p  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  u n io n .
A f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  em in en t la w y e rs  i t  was b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a l l  l i t i -
1-ak
g a t io n  u n d e r ta k e n  by  th e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  w ou ld  be u n s u c c e s s f u l .
A v o te  was th e n  t a k e n  o n ',th e  r e p o r t  d r a f t e d  b y  th e  j o i n t  com m it­
t e e  on  u n io n  an d  r e u n io n .  When th e  b a l l o t s  w ere c o u n te d , i t  was d i s ­
c o v e re d  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  h ad  b een  a d o p te d  w i th  o n ly  tw o d i s s e n t i n g  
v o t e s .^35
Upon r e c e iv in g  w ord t h a t  t h e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  h ad  
a d o p te d  th e  same r e p o r t ,  t h e  m o d e ra to r  o f  t h e  U .S .A . j u d i c a t o r y  d e c la r e d  
t h a t  th e  u n io n  was i n  f u l l  f o r c e .  He th e n  o r d e r e d  a l l  c h u rc h e s ,  p r e s ­
b y t e r i e s ,  an d  synods o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  e n r o l l e d  i n  
th e  U .S .A . C h u rc h .^ 3^
Those co m m iss io n e rs  a s se m b le d  a t  Des M oines who f a v o r e d  th e  
m e rg e r (a n d  t h e s e  w ere i n  t h e  g r e a t  m a jo r i t y )  d e s i r e d  a  c o m p le te  u n io n .  
Aware f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  t h a t  th e  d i s s e n s io n  w i th in  t h e  C um berland  
C hurch  was s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d iv id e  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n , th e y  h a s te n e d  t o  make
1 ̂ M in u te s  o f  May 2k,  1906, i b i d . .  1 3 9 -4 0 . 
135M in u tes  o f  May 2k,  1906, i b i d . ,  1 2 3 . 
136I b i d . ,  1 52 - 5 3 *
t a r d y  c o n c e s s io n s .  They r e s o lv e d  t h a t  no a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d o c ­
t r i n e s  -would h e  r e q u i r e d  o f  com m unicants b eyond  t h a t  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  
f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a s  L o rd  an d  M a s te r .  M in i s t e r  an d  c h u rc h  o f f i ­
c i a l s  i n  e x p r e s s in g  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h  
w ere r e q u i r e d  t o  a s s e n t  o n ly  t o  th e  g e n e r a l  sy stem  o f  d o c t r i n e .
F i n a l l y ,  th e  u n io n  r e q u i r e d  no change i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  com­
m u n ic a n ts ,  r u l i n g  e l d e r s ,  a n d  deaco n s t o  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  c h u r c h e s . 137 
A f t e r  t h e  a d jo u rn m e n t o f  t h e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a t  
D e c a tu r ,  I l l i n o i s ,  15 C um berland  d e le g a te s  l e d  b y  th e  fo rm e r  m o d e ra to r ,  
D r . L a n d r i th ,  a r r i v e d  i n  Des M oines t o  b e  p r e s e n te d  i n  th e  f i n a l  c e r e ­
mony o f  t h e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m e e tin g .  They r e c e iv e d  a  warm w e l­
com e. Pandemonium b ro k e  lo o s e  when th e y  a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  h a l l ,  an d  
U .S .A . d e l e g a te s  w ept o p e n ly  f o r  jo y .  The C um berland r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
w ere c h e e re d  f o r  f u l l y  f i v e  m inutes."*"3®
The l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  w ere j u b i l a n t l y  o p t i ­
m i s t i c .  B e l ie v in g  t h a t  t h e  movement f o r  u n io n  an d  f e d e r a t i o n  was i n  
f u l l  sw in g , th e y  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  e a r l y  u n i t i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  b ra n c h e s  o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n t o  one d e n o m in a tio n . Even n o n - P r e s b y te r ia n  
P r o t e s t a n t  s e c t s  m ig h t be im p e l le d  t o  m e rg e ."*"39 T h is  o p tim ism  was t o  
p ro v e  p r e m a tu re .  O p p o s i t io n  t o  th e  u n io n  w i th in  t h e  C um berland  C hurch
■'■^M inutes o f  May 26 , 1906 , i b i d . ,  2 1 0 -1 1 ; N a s h v i l l e  A m erican , 
May 2 7 , 1906 .
~*"3®N a s h v i l le  A m erican , May 2 7 , 1906 .
139 I b i d . ,  May 2 6 , 1 906 .
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■was "both, " b i t t e r  and  d e te rm in e d . I t .  a p p e a re d  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  p r e s b y ­
t e r i e s  o f  th e  fo r m e r ly  u n i t e d  d en o m in a tio n  -would s p l i t  a p a r t . Cumber­
la n d  c o l le a g u e s  w ould  t u r n  upon one a n o th e r  w i th  f r a t r i c i d a l  f u r y .  A 
s t r u g g l e  o v e r  t h e  p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s  o f  th e  fo r m e r ly  u n i t e d  r e l i g i o u s  
body  loom ed a s  a s t a r k  c e r t a i n t y .
CHAPTER IV
DIVISIONS ̂ WITHIN THE PRESBYTERIES 
AND STRUGGLE OVER PROPERTY
Upon th e  u n io n  o f  t h e  C um berland a n d  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h u rc h e s , members o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C um berland p r e s b y t e r i e s  w ere  c o m p e lle d  
t o  ch o o se  w here th e y  w ould  p la c e  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e .  W hether t o  t r a n s ­
f e r  th e m s e lv e s  i n t o  t h e  u n i t e d  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  o r  t o  e n r o l l  them ­
s e lv e s  i n  t h e  r e o r g a n iz e d  C um berland C hurch  was a  d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s io n  
f o r  th e m . S t r i f e  and  b i t t e r n e s s  w ere e n g e n d e re d  a s  p r o -  a n d  a n t i ­
u n i o n i s t s  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  e l d e r s  s t r u g g le d  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  l o c a l  c h u rc h  
c o u r t s . M oreo v er, t h e  o w n e rsh ip  o f  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  Cumber­
la n d  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  h ad  t o  b e  d e te rm in e d .
I n  1906 i n  t h e  n a t io n  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  h ad  2 ,8 6 9  c h u rc h e s ,  
com pared  w i th  8 ,1 1 8  i n  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n , b u t  t h e r e  w ere o n ly  
1 ,5 1 4  C um berland  m i n i s t e r s  w h ile  th e  U .S .A . had  7>848. The C um berland  
C hurch  h ad  a  t o t a l  m em bership  o f  1 8 5 ,2 1 2 , who c o n t r i b u t e d  $ 1 ,0 1 2 ,8 4 2  
f o r  t h e  y e a r  w h ile  t h e  U .S .A . C hurch  h ad  an  e n ro l lm e n t  o f  1 , 158 , 6 6 2 , 
who c o n t r i b u t e d  f o r  t h e  same y e a r  th e  g ra n d  t o t a l  o f  $ 1 9 ,»9^ 3 >3 0 8 .^
■^Comparative Summary, M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f  th e
P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  VI (P h ila d e lp h ia :  P resb y ­
t e r ia n  P u b lish in g  House, 1 9 0 6 ) , 7 8 4 -8 5 .
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W hile  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  h ad  e i g h t  t im e s  m ore m i n i s t e r s  an d  t e n  t im e s  
more com m unicants th a n  t h e  C um berland d e n o m in a tio n , th e  t o t a l  c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n s  o f  th e  U .S .A . com m unicants w ere tw e n ty  t im e s  t h a t  o f  t h e  Cumber­
la n d  m em b ersh ip . A lth o u g h  th e  C um berland  C hurch e n r o l l e d  m ore c h u rc h e s  
th a n  i t s  s i s t e r  d e n o m in a tio n , many o f  t h e s e  w ere t i n y  r u r a l  c o n g re g a ­
t i o n s  o f  from  e i g h t  t o  tw e lv e  m em bers.
I n  T e x a s , w here t h e  C um berland  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  was f a r  g r e a t e r  
th a n  t h a t  b o a s te d  by  th e  U .S .A , d e n o m in a tio n , t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  w ere th e  
o p p o s i te  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e ra g e .  The Synod o f  T exas  o f  t h e  C um berland 
C hurch  h ad  21 p r e s b y t e r i e s  w ith  316 m i n i s t e r s ,  575 c h u rc h e s ,  a n d  3 0 ,5 3 ^  
m em bers. The v a lu e  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty  was $913*387-* ,and  th e  t o t a l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  th e  y e a r  w ere $173*771* The U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n , on 
t h e  o t h e r  h an d , p o s s e s s e d  o n ly  t h r e e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  w i th  36 m i n i s t e r s ,  58 
c h u rc h e s ,  an d  a  t o t a l  m em bership  o f  3*696  w h ile  t h e  v a lu e  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  
p r o p e r ty  was n o t  g iv e n .  T o ta l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  am oun ted  to  
$ 50 , 28U .3  T hese  f i g u r e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  T exas t h e  U .S .A . e s t a b l i s h ­
m ent w ou ld  be  a b s o rb e d  b y  th e  fo rm e r  C um berland d e n o m in a tio n  i n s t e a d  o f  
t h e  r e v e r s e  t a k in g  p l a c e .
C hurch c o u r ts  o f  th e  fo rm e r  C um berland d e n o m in a tio n  c o m p e lle d  
members t o  ch o o se  th e  d e n o m in a tio n  w ith  w h ich  th e y  w ou ld  c a s t  t h e i r
2
S t a t i s t i c a l  Summary: Synods and  P r e s b y t e r i e s ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e
G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  ( N a s h v i l l e :  
C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  P u b l i s h in g  H ouse, I 9O6 ) ,  1 2 8 a .
■3
-’S t a t i s t i c s  and P r e sb y te r y  f i o l l s ,  M inutes o f  th e  G eneral Assem ­
b ly  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, New S e r . , VI (1 9 0 6 ) ,  782 .
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l o t .  I n  t h e  n o r th e r n  an d  w e s te rn  s t a t e s  t h e  m em bersh ip , w i th  h a r d ly  a 
d i v i s i o n ,  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  t h e  nationa.1  c h u rc h .  R e fu s in g  t o  a c c e p t  th e  
u n io n , m em bership  i n  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C o n fe d e ra c y , moved i n t o  th e  
C um berland  C h u rch . S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  p ro d u c e d  a  c r u c i a l  s t r u ggl e  i n  
T e x a s . Not o n ly  was t h e  C um berland  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  t h e r e  l a r g e  b u t  a l s o  
t h e r e  was a  g r e a t e r  d i v i s i o n  o f  o p in io n  i n  t h a t  s t a t e .  P r e s b y t e r i e s  
w ere t o r n  a p a r t  a n d  m i n i s t e r s  t u r n e d  f i e r c e l y  on t h e i r  fojrm er c o l l e a g u e s .
A m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  s m a l le r  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  v o te d  a p p ro v a l  o f  t h e  
u n io n ,  a n d , a s  a  co n se q u e n c e , many o f  them  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  th e  
n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  w i th  l i t t l e  s t r i f e  o r  s c h is m . I n  some o f  t h e  p r e s b y ­
t e r i e s ,  a l th o u g h  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p in io n  w ere a p p a r e n t ,  harm ony a n d  com­
p a s s io n a t e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  w ere m a in ta in e d .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  D ecem ber, 
1904, t h e  A b ile n e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  t h e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n , l o c a t e d  in  
W est T e x a s , v o te d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  to  th e  u n io n  b y  14 t o  1 3 how ever, i t  
r e s o lv e d  t o  a b id e  b y  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s io n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  
u n io n .^  On consum m ation  o f  t h e  u n io n ,  members o f  t h e  A b ile n e  c h u rc h  
c o u r t  a t  a  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u le d  m e e tin g  a t  Sabanno i n  J u l y ,  1906, drew 
up an  open  l e t t e r  t o  t h e i r  m em bership  w h ich  s t a t e d  i n  p a r t :
We a r e  happy  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  o u r  m e e tin g  h e re  has  b een  an d  i s  
c o n d u c te d  w ith o u t  t h a t  f r i c t i o n  o n  a c c o u n t o f  u n io n , w h ich  h as  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  some o t h e r s .  Our e x -m o d e ra to r ,  a  n o n -u n io n  man, 
p re a c h e d  a  good s e n s ib l e  serm on a t  o u r  o p e n in g , a f t e r  w h ich  he 
in fo rm e d  u s  t h a t  i t  was n o t  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  t h o s e  who o p p o sed  
th e  u n io n  t o  g iv e  u s  an y  t r o u b l e  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  p r e f e r r e d  n o t
^ M in u tes  o f  Decem ber 1 0 , 1904, "M in u tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
A b ile n e  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , J u l y  8 , l8 9 7 ~ J i1l y  5>
1 9 0 6 ,"  2 7 1 . I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San 
A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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t o  "be e n r o l l e d  a s  members o f  t h i s  body  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  
h ave  f u r t h e r  t im e  f o r  d e l i b e r a t i o n  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h is  
r e q u e s t  was g r a n te d  a n d  th e  b r e th r e n  a s k e d  t o  s i t  w ith  u s  
d u r in g  a l l  o u r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  We h av e  p r e f e r r e d  t o  be l e n i ­
e n t  w ith  o u r  b e lo v e d  b r e t h r e n ,  who d i f f e r  so  much from  u s ,  
r a t h e r  th a n  l e g a l l y  e x a c t ;  an d  we c h e r i s h  t h e  fo n d  hope t h a t  
we rem a in  one an d  u n d iv id e d  a s  a  P r e s b y te r y  an d  a s  
c o n g r e g a t io n s .5
When d i s p u te s  d id  o c c u r  i n s i d e  t h e  l e s s e r  j u d i c a t o r i e s  th e y  
w ere som etim es r e s o lv e d  w ith  a  minimum o f  f r i c t i o n ,  a s  i n  t h e  G reen ­
v i l l e  P r e s b y te r y  w h ich  drew  up a  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  
r e u n i t e d  c h u rc h :
W hereas, t h i s  P r e s b y te r y  h a s  h e r e t o f o r e  o p p o se d , b y  a  l a r g e  
m a jo r i t y  v o te ,  u n io n  w i th  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A .,  and  
h a s  done w hat i t  c o u ld  t o  p r e v e n t  s a i d  u n io n ;  a n d  w h e re a s , o u r  
c h u rc h  a s  a  w h o le , h a s  i n  an  o r d e r l y  an d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  way 
e n t e r e d . i n t o  th e  u n io n  w ith  s a i d  c h u rc h ;  an d  w h e re a s , f u r t h e r  
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  s a i d  u n io n  m ig h t be n e i t h e r  w ise  n o r  p r o f i t a b l e  
t o  th e  c a u se  o f  r e l i g i o n ;  an d  w hereas., we a r e  a s s u r e d  b y  t h e  
A ssem bly  o f  e a c h  C h urch , t h a t  i n  e n t e r i n g  t h e  u n io n ,  we s u r ­
r e n d e r  n o th in g  h i t h e r t o  s a c r e d  an d  d e a r  t o  u s .  T h e r e f o re ,
R e so lv e d  T h a t we now a s  a  P r e s b y te r y  a c q u ie s c e  i n  t h e  d e c i s io n  
o f  t h e  C hurch , a s  e x p re s s e d  i n  i t s  s e v e r a l  c o u r t s ,  an d  a s  
l o y a l  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  h e re b y  p le d g e  o u r s e lv e s  t o  s t a n d  
b y  and  u p h o ld  th e  a c t i o n  o f  s a i d  c o u r t s .
The c l e r k  th e n  n o te d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  members v o t in g  a g a i n s t  th e  above
r e s o l u t i o n  w a lk ed  o u t  o f  th e  c h u rc h  b u i l d in g  and  a s se m b le d  i n  t h e  ho u se
o f  w o rsh ip  o f  th e  M e th o d is t  C hurch , S o u th .^
^M inu tes  o f  J u l y  1 1 , 1906 , "M inu tes o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  A b ile n e  
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  USA, J u l y ,  1906-S e p te m b e r, 1 9 1 2 ,"  
1 9 - 2 0 .
^M inu tes  o f  J u n e  29 , 190 6 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  G reen­
v i l l e  o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , November 30* 1899 - A p r i l  2 3 , 
1 9 0 7 ,"  1 4 2 -4 3 . I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San 
A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  harm ony -was n o t u n i v e r s a l  I n  t h e  Texas j u d i c a ­
t o r i e s .  When th e  S n y d er P r e s b y te r y ,  l o c a t e d  i n  W est T ex as, m et i n  th e  
p u b l i c  s c h o o lh o u se  i n  th e  h a m le t o f  Dora I n  J u n e , 1 9 0 6 , th e  r e t i r i n g  
m o d e ra to r ,  R u lin g  E ld e r  W. W. B e a l l ,  a d d r e s s e d  th e  c h u rc h  c o u r t :
"The S nyder P r e s b y te r y  o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , 
on i t s  a d jo u rn m e n t l a s t  D ecem ber a t  Camp S p r in g s ,  a d jo u rn e d  a s  
a P r e s b y te r y  o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  an d  i n  t h a t  
c a p a c i t y  i t  now m e e ts  t o  t r a n s a c t  b u s i n e s s . "  He d e c la r e d  t h a t  
when th e  r o l l  i s  c a l l e d ,  i t  m ust b e  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  i t  was t h e  
r o l l  o f  th e  S n y d er P r e s b y te r y  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h u rch . . . . The tim e  f o r  d i v i s i o n  h a d  come, . . .  on th e  
c a l l i n g  o f  t h e  r o l l  e a c h  member an d  d e le g a te  s h o u ld  be e n r o l l e d  
a s  a  m i n i s t e r  o r  r u l i n g  e l d e r  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h urch , o r  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A .
The S t a t e d  C le rk  c a l l e d  t h i s  p ro nouncem en t i n  q u e s t io n .  He 
a rg u e d  t h a t
th e  c h u rc h , i n  d e a l in g  w i th  t h e  u n io n  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  had , fro m  
t h e  b e g in n in g ,  p u rs u e d  t h e  r e g u la r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o u rs e ,
. . . t h e  u n io n  was now f u l l y  consum m ated, an d  e v e r y  member, 
m i n i s t e r  and  c o n g re g a t io n  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch , U .S .A .,  . . . r e u n i t e d  . . .  i t  was no lo n g e r  a  q u e s ­
t i o n  o f  g o in g  i n t o  t h e  u n io n ,  f o r  "we a r e  a l r e a d y  i n ;  an d  w i l l  
be  in c lu d e d  i n  t h e  r o l l s  o f  t h e  m in u te s  o f  th e  Des M oines 
A ssem b ly ."
S in ce  n e i t h e r  man w ould  y i e l d ,  b y  common c o n s e n t  t h e  m o d e ra to r  d e c la r e d  
a r e c e s s  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  m o rn in g  a t  n in e  o 'c l o c k .
When th e  P r e s b y te r y  r e a s s e m b le d  a t  th e  p r e s c r i b e d  t im e ,  t h e r e  
was f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  u n io n  q u e s t io n .  The m o d e ra to r  th e n  a g a in  
a sk e d  t h a t  th e  r o l l  b e  c a l l e d  a s  t h a t  o f  a C um berland  j u d i c a t o r y .  The 
s t a t e d  c l e r k  r e t o r t e d  t h a t  he h ad  no su c h  r o l l  an d  t h a t  th e r e  was no 
su c h  p r e s b y te r y  o r  c h u rc h . I n s t e a d ,  he a v e r r e d  t h a t  he w ould b e  happy  
t o  c a l l  th e  r o l l  o f  t h e  S n y d e r P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S .A .,  b u t  th e  i r a t e
m o d e ra to r  w ould h e a r  no su c h  r o l l .  T um ult an d  c o n fu s io n  in  t h e
221
sc h o o lh o u s e  e n s u e d . E ld e r  B e a l l ,  s u p p o r te d  b y  a  s m a l l  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  
c h u rc h  c o u r t ,  r e f u s e d  t o  a c t  a s  m o d e ra to r  o f  a  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r y , - w h e r e ­
upon t h e  Rev. M r. T a te  d e c l a r e d  h im s e lf  b o th  s t a t e d  c l e r k  a n d  m o d e ra to r .  
A nnouncing a  f i f t e e n - m i n u t e  r e c e s s ,  T a te  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  th e  p r e s b y te r y  
o f  t h e  U .S . d e n o m in a tio n  w ould  m eet i n  t h e  home o f  B ro th e r  J .  M. B ry so n , 
l o c a t e d  some 300  o r  400 y a rd s  fro m  t h e  s c h o o lh o u s e .
When th e  P r e s b y te r y  re a s s e m b le d  i n  t h e  home o f  B ry so n , S t a t e d  
C le rk  a n d  M o d era to r  B ry so n , S t a t e d  C le rk  and  M o d e ra to r  T a te  c a l l e d  i t
t o  o r d e r .  E le v e n  d e le g a te s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  T a te  an sw ered  t h e  r o l l  c a l l .
7
Four m i n i s t e r s  n o t  p r e s e n t  w ere d ro p p e d  from  t h e  r o l l .  The m a jo r i t y  
c o n t in u e d  t h e i r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o lh o u se  and  e n jo y e d , a s
g
t h e y  d e c l a r e d ,  a " s p i r i t u a l  f e a s t . "
I n  D ecem ber, 1 904 , th e  o l d e s t  C um berland P r e s b y te r y  i n  T ex a s , 
and in d e e d  th e  f i r s t  o r g a n iz e d  j u d i c a t o r y  o f  a n y  P r e s b y te r i a n  denom ina-
9
t i o n ,  th e  T exas P r e s b y te r y ,  v o te d  20 t o  13 a g a i n s t  t h e  u n io n . * A 
n o t i c e  p a s te d  i n  th e  b a c k  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  book s ta te d - ,  how ever, 
t h a t  t h e  l a s t  tw o p ag es  o f  th e  r o l l  book had  b e e n  t o r n  o u t ,  p e rh a p s  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  some s o r t  o f  s t r u g g l e  h ad  o c c u r r e d .  O th e r  r e c o r d s
7
M in u te s  o f  Ju n e  1 4 -1 5 , 1906 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  S n y d er P r e s b y te r y  
o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , 1 9 0 4 -1 9 0 7 ,"  59-63* l n c h u rc h  
p a p e rs  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
Q
E d i to r s ,  " G e n e ra l C hurch N ew s," The C um berland  B an n e r, I I  
(Ju n e  2 9 , 1 9 0 6 ) , 8 .
Q
^M inutes o f  December 1 0 , 1904 , "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
Texas o f  th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, 1 8 9 3 -1 9 0 7 ,"  2 8 7 . In m icr o ­
f i lm  c o l l e c t i o n  (T r in i ty  U n iv e r s ity  A r c h iv e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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a v a i l a b l e  g iv e  c o n f l i c t i n g  te s t im o n y  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  w hat h ap p en ed  a t  
t h e  c r u c i a l  m e e tin g  h e l d  i n  J u l y ,  1 9 0 6 . A cco rd in g  t o  an  a n t i - u n i o n i s t ,  
t h e  T exas P r e s b y te r y  m et w i th  t h e  New Harmony c o n g r e g a t io n  a s  s c h e d u le d  
on  J u l y  6 , a t  8 :3 0  i n  t h e  e v e n in g .  The m o d e ra to r ,  J .  A. H brnbeak , 
d e l iv e r e d  th e  o p e n in g  serm on , a f t e r  w h ich  he  an nounced  t h a t  he w ould  
co n d u c t th e  b u s in e s s  o f  t h e  T exas P r e s b y te r y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , 
U .S .A . A n t i - u n i o n i s t s  who h e a t e d ly  c o n t e s t e d  t h i s  s ta t e m e n t ,  u n d e r to o k  
t o  b e g in  t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  b u s in e s s  a s  th e  T exas P r e s b y te r y  o f  t h e  Cumber­
la n d  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n , 
b u t  th e  u n i o n i s t s —t h r e e  m i n i s t e r s ,  an d  e le v e n  c o n g r e g a t io n s —r e f u s e d  to  
re s p o n d  t o  th e  r o l l  c a l l .  The u n i o n i s t s  th e n  an n o u n ced  t h a t  t h e  T exas 
P r e s b y te r y  w ou ld  a d jo u rn  t o  m eet i n  H en d erso n , T e x a s , a t  8 :3 0  th e  f o l ­
lo w in g  m o rn in g . A f te r  f u r t h e r  ex ch a n g es  b e tw een  th e  two f a c t i o n s ,  t h e  
R ev . M r. H om beak  l e d  h i s  s u p p o r te r s  from  th e  h a l l .  The u n i o n i s t s  
th e n  o r g a n iz e d  t h e  T exas P r e s b y te r y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A .,  
w h ile  t h e  d e le g a te s  re m a in in g  w i th  t h e  New Harmony c o n g re g a t io n  c o n s t i ­
t u t e d  th e m s e lv e s  th e  T exas P r e s b y te r y  o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h u rch . 10
A U .S .A . d e le g a te  p r e s e n t  r e l a t e d  a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  v e r s io n  
o f  w hat h a p p en e d . He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  T exas P r e s b y te r y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h urch , U .S .A .,  a s se m b le d  f o r  i t s  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u le d  m e e tin g  i n  th e  
New Harmony h o u se  o f  w o rsh ip  w hen, t o  t h e  a s to n is h m e n t a n d  an noyance  o f
10J .  D. P o t t s ,  "T exas P r e s b y te r y , "  The C um berland  B an n e r, I I  
( J u ly  20 , 1 9 0 6 ) , 1 .
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th o s e  f a v o r in g  t h e  m e rg e r , t h e  R ev . M r. J .  G. B ra ly  an n o u n ced  t h a t  he 
an d  o th e r  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  in te n d e d  t o  o r g a n iz e  t h e  T exas P r e s b y te r y  o f  
th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  a n d  to  h o ld  t h e i r  s e s s io n s  i n  t h e  
same room a t  t h e  same t im e .  T h is  a c t i o n  was ta k e n  ev en  w i th  " th e  
b r e t h r e n  o f  t h i s  p r e s b y te r y  know ing t h a t  su c h  p ro c e e d in g s  w ould  c a u se  
f r i c t i o n  an d  l i k e l y  h a rd  f e e l i n g s . "  I n  a  new v o te  o n  u n io n  th e  p r e s ­
b y te r y  r e v e r s e d  th e  d e c i s io n  w i th  20 members o f  P r e s b y te r y  f a v o r in g  
t h e  m e rg e r  an d  13 o p p o s in g  i t .  The u n i o n i s t s ,  n o t w is h in g  t o  h av e  a 
p i t c h e d  b a t t l e  f o r  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  cham ber, a d jo u rn e d  t o  m eet i n  
H en d erso n , l e a v in g  t h e  New Harmony c h u rc h  b u i l d in g  i n  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  
" s e c e d e r s . W h a t e v e r  a c t u a l l y  h ap p en ed , e v i d e n t l y  th e  b r e th r e n  
p a r t e d  on v e ry  b a d  te rm s .
When t h e  F o r t  W orth  P r e s b y te r y  m et a t  S a ra h ,  T e x a s , on 
S ep tem b er k ,  1906 , a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  R ev . M r. W. H. B e r ry , an  a n t i -  
u n i o n i s t ,  th e  u n i o n i s t s  g r e a t l y  p re d o m in a te d . He a n d  o t h e r  l i k e -  
m inded  m em bers, t h e r e f o r e  w ith d rew  t o  fo rm  a s e p a r a t e  p r e s b y te r y  u n d e r  
th e  dom in ion  o f  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch . H e a rin g  t h a t  t h e  
u n i o n i s t s  i n  th e  fo rm e r ly  u n i t e d  P r e s b y te r y  o f  F o r t  W orth  w ere p l a n ­
n in g  th e  s e i z u r e  o f  h i s  c o n g r e g a t io n  and  c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty ,  t h e  R ev . M r. 
B e r ry  g ro w le d  t h a t  sh o u ld  th e y  t r y  t o  do s o ,  th e y  w ou ld  s u f f e r  t h e  same 
f a t e  m e ted  o u t  t o  " c r i c k e t t s  an d  o th e r  s m a l l  b u g s . " ^
^ S .  P a rk ,  "T exas P r e s b y te r y , "  The C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n ,  
LXXII ( J u l y  19 , 1 9 0 6 ), 8 3 .
12W. H. B e r ry , " P r e s b y t e r i a l  M e e tin g s —F t .  W orth  P r e s b y te r y ,"  
The C um berland  B an n er, I I  (S ep tem b er 21 , 1 9 0 6 ) ,  8 .
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I n  o n ly  a few  o f  t h e  l e s s e r  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  o f  t h e  T exas Synod o f  
t h e  C um berland  C hurch  w here t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  i n  a  c l e a r  m a jo r i t y .
Among th e s e  w ere th e  members o f  th e  M a r s h a l l  a n d  G reg o ry  P r e s b y t e r i e s .  
The l a t t e r ,  i n  A p r i l ,  1905; v o te d  26 t o  13 a g a i n s t  t h e  u n i o n . W i t h  
th e  f i n a l  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  u n io n ,  i t  drew  up a  r e s o l u t i o n  w h ich  s t a t e d  in  
p a r t :
we condemn th e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  [o f  th e  D e c a tu r  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly ] a s  b e in g  w ith o u t  a u t h o r i t y  o f  la w , and  t h e r e f o r e  
n u l l  and  v o id  an d  w ith o u t  b in d in g  f o r c e  on anyone i n  t h e  Cum­
b e r l a n d  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch ; a n d  we do h e re b y  e n d o rs e  t h e  
a c t i o n  o f  th e  p r o t e s t a n t s .
we f u r t h e r  d e c l a r e  i t  t o  b e  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  P r e s b y te r y  t o  
b e  now, an d  t o  c o n t in u e ,  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  C um berland 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  a s  o r g a n iz e d  i n  1810, an d  a s  now 
c o n t in u e d .  . . .
We f u r t h e r  d e c l a r e  t h a t  we w i l l  n o t i n  an y  way re c o g n iz e  
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch ,
U .S .A .,  o v e r  t h i s  P r e s b y te r y ,  o r  o v e r  an y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h e s  o r  
m i n i s t e r s  w i th in  t h e  bounds o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y .
T w e n ty -s ix  men a n sw e re d  th e  r o l l  and  to o k  p a r t  i n  d r a f t i n g  t h e  above
s ta t e m e n t ,  b u t  f i v e  m i n i s t e r s  an d  a s  many e l d e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  re s p o n d  to
t h e  r o l l  c a l l  an d  w a lk e d  o u t  o f  th e  p r o c e e d in g s .1^
On November 1 , 1905; t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  h e ld  a  c o n fe re n c e  i n
D a l l a s .  More th a n  100 d e l e g a t e s ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  13 p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  w ere  i n
a t t e n d a n c e .  A f te r  r a i s i n g  $ 2 ,5 0 0  a n d  a p p o in t in g ,  Ju d g e  F . H. P r e n d e r g a s t
^M inu tes  o f  A p r i l  15 , 1905; ’’M in u te s  o f  t h e  G reg o ry  P r e s b y te r y  
o f  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , O c to b e r 2 , 1896 - A p r i l  3 0 , 1 9 0 9 ,"  
2 7 0 . I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  (Memphis T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  L ib r a r y ,  M emphis, 
T e n n e s s e e ) .
l 4
M in u te s  o f  J u l y  1 0 , 1906, i b i d . ,  3 1 2 -1 7 ; S . C. L o c k e t t ,
"Notes from T exas,"  The Cumberland Banner, I I  (J u ly  2 7 , 1 9 0 6 ), 6 .
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o f  M a rs h a ll  t o  p r o t e c t  th e  l e g a l  an d  p r o p e r ty  I n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  c h u rc h , 
t h e .c o n f e r e n c e  drew up th e  fo l lo w in g  s ta t e m e n t :
W hereas, c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  have  a s s e r t e d  t o  o u r  p e o p le  t h a t  
t h e  u n io n  b e tw ee n  t h e  C .P . C hurch  an d  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h urch , U .S .A .,  was an d  i s  an  a c c o m p lish e d  f a c t ,  a n d  th e r e b y  
have  d i s tu r b e d  th e  m inds o f  som e; t h e r e f o r e ,  be  i t
R e so lv e d  t h a t  su c h  s ta te m e n ts  a r e  w h o lly  i n c o r r e c t  an d  
m is le a d in g .  . . . I g n o ra n c e  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  t h e  m o th e r o f  d ev o ­
t i o n .  I t  i s  i n  some c a s e s  t h e  s t r o n g h o ld  o f  u n io n is m .15
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  o b je c t io n s  r a i s e d  b y  t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s ,  a s  
i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  b u t  a  r e s e n t i n g  m in o r i ty  o f  t h e  C um berland 
P r e s b y t e r i e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  d e c la r e d  b y  t h e i r  member 
m i n i s t e r s .
D is s e n t in g  M in- 
T o ta l  Number D is s e n t in g  i s t e r s  w i th
P r e s b y te r y o f  M in is te r s M in is te r s P a s t o r a l  C harges
A b ile n e 12 2 2
A m a r il lo 18 0 . 0
A u s t in 17 3 2
Bacon 11 0 ! 0
Bonham 19 1 1
Brownwood“ 15 7 1
C o rs ic a n a 28 1
D a lla s 19 0 0
D enton 16 8 6
F o r t  W orth 31 2 l
G r e e n v i l le 10 3 l
G reg o ry 18 10 k
L o u is ia n a Ik 9 k
M a rs h a l l 10 8 k
Red R iv e r 8 l ' 0
San A n to n io 8 0 0
San J a c i n t o 10 0 0
S nyder 7 k 1
T exas 16 3 3
Waco 18 1 1






^ S .  C. L o c k e t t ,  "The D a l la s  C o n fe re n c e ,"  The C um berland  Ban­
n e r ,  I I  (November 25 , 1 9 0 5 ) , 7*
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A lth o u g h  t h e  e x a c t  num ber o f  e l d e r s ,  t r u s t e e s ,  an d  c h u rc h  mem­
b e r s  who w ith d rew  from  t h e  u n io n  i s  n o t known, i t  h a s  b e e n  e s t im a te d  
t h a t  m o st o f  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n s  who r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  
C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  w ere  s m a l l ,  r u r a l  c h u rc h e s .  Not a  s i n g l e  
s t r o n g  c h u rc h  i n  an y  T exas c i t y  o r  l a r g e r  tow n r e f u s e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  i n t o
th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h .  Of t h e  69  a n t i - u n i o n i s t  m i n i s t e r s ,  3^ h ad  p a s t o r a l
1 ^c h a r g e s ,  b u t  o n ly  one h a d  g iv e n  h i s  f u l l  t im e  t o  a  s i n g l e  c h u rc h .
Inasm uch  a s  o n ly  85  T exas C um berland m i n i s t e r s  v o te d  a g a i n s t  
u n io n  in  1905 , " ^  o n ly  a  s m a l l  num ber o f . t h e s e  d i s s e n t e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  
t r a n s f e r  i n t o  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . When . d e c i s io n  becam e n e c e s s a r y ,  
f o r  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s  many fo rm e r  o p p o n e n ts  moved i n t o  t h e  r e u n i t e d  
c h u rc h .  Many d o u b t le s s  f e l t  c o n s c ie n c e -b o u n d  to  su b m it t o  th e  w i l l  o f  
t h e  m a j o r i t y .  S w allow ing  t h e i r  s c r u p l e s ,  some m i n i s t e r s  may have f o l ­
low ed t h e i r  p r o p e r ty  i n t o  t h e  u n i t e d  c h u rc h .  I n  Texas t h e  men who 
r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  a f t e r  1906  w ere 
a lm o s t e x c l u s i v e l y  o ld e r  m i n i s t e r s  who h ad  grow n up w ith  an d  b u i l t  t h e  
c h u rc h .  H a rd ly  a  y o u th f u l  o r  m id d le -a g e d  c le rg y m an  re m a in e d  t o  r e b u i l d  
t h e  s h a t t e r e d  c h u rc h .  The b low  was a l l  th e  m ore c r u e l  f o r  t h e  o ld e r  
men who h ad  a n t i c i p a t e d  a r e t i r e m e n t  from  a  l i f e t i m e  o f  d e d ic a te d  and  
c e a s e l e s s  t o i l ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  y o u n g er men w ould  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  o ccu p y  
t h e i r  v a c a te d  p o s t s .  Now, how ever, t h e  t a s k  o f  r e k n i t t i n g  th e  b ro k e n
^ W . L . L iv in g s to n ,  "The L in e -u p  in  T exas S y n o d ,"  The Cumber­
la n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  LXXII (S ep tem b er 6 , 1 9 0 6 ) ,  3 H *
17M inutes o f  May 2 2 , 1 9 0 5 > M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church ( 1905 ) ,  4 0 -4 2 .
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"bones o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  f e l l  on tb e  s h o u ld e r s  o f  t h e s e  ag e d
n O
v e t e r a n s .  °
As p r e v io u s l y  c i t e d ,  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  
T exas i n  1906  h ad  316 m i n i s t e r s ,  575 c h u rc h e s ,  an d  30*534 members,^
w h ile  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  was 36 m i n i s t e r s ,  58 c h u rc h e s ,
20a n d  3*696 m em bers. Upon c o m p le tio n  o f  t h e  u n io n ,  th e  n a t i o n a l
c h u rc h  c la im e d  t o  have 245 m i n i s t e r s ,  580 c h u rc h e s ,  an d  2 4 ,3 7 3  mem-
21b e r s .  T hese  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  n o t  e x a c t ,  b e c a u se  many P r e s b y te r i e s  
r e t a i n e d  on  t h e i r  r o l l s  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a few  m i n i s t e r s  an d  c o n g re ­
g a t io n s  t h a t  d id  n o t  w ish  t o  re m a in .  E v e n tu a l ly  th e s e  h ad  t o  be 
s t r i c k e n  from  th e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  b o o k s . T h ese  f i g u r e s ,  h ow ever, g iv e  
a ro u g h  a p p ro x im a tio n  o f  th e  in c r e a s e d  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  U .S .A . denom i­
n a t io n  i n  T exas an d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  was in c r e a s e d  b y  
209 m i n i s t e r s ,  422 c h u rc h e s ,  a n d  20,677 m em bers, m ak ing  i t  a s u b s t a n ­
t i a l  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  T exas f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e .
D is p o s a l  o f  th e  p r o p e r ty  h o ld in g s  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C um berland  
d e n o m in a tio n  s t i l l  h ad  to  b e  d e te rm in e d , an d  th e  members o f  b o th  t h e
18Thomas H. C am pbell, H is to r y  o f  th e ' C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  i n  T exas ( N a s h v i l l e :  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  P u b l i s h in g  H ouse,
1936), 182.
^ S t a t i s t i c s  and  P r e s b y te r y  R o l l s ,  M in u te s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l Assem­
b l y  o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  ( 1 9 0 6 ) ,  128a ,
20S t a t i s t i c s  an d  P r e s b y te r y  R o l l s ,  M in u te s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l Assem ­
b l y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, New S e r . ,  VI ( 1 9 0 6 ) ,  7 8 2 .
21 rS t a t i s t i c s  and P r e sb y te r y  R o l ls ,  M inutes o f  th e  G eneral Assem­
b ly  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, New S e r . , V I l ( l 9 0 7 ) ,  9 4 8 .
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r e u n i t e d  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  an d  t h e  r e o r g a n iz e d  C um berland  C hurch  
a w a i te d  t h e  d e c i s io n  o f  c i v i l  c o u r t s  w i th  much a n x i e t y .  Some U .S .A . 
m i n i s t e r s  becam e c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t t h e  t r e n d  e v e n ts  h ad  t a k e n .  C h r i s t i a n  
u n i t y  was u n q u e s t io n a b ly  an  i d e a l i s t i c  g o a l  w o rth y  o f  p u r s u i t ,  b u t  one 
m ig h t p a y  to o  h ig h  a  p r i c e  f o r  an  i d e a l  w ith o u t e v e r  a c h ie v in g  i t .
C ould  a  u n io n  o f  c o n s e n t  be  h ad  i f  b e g rim e d  an d  d i s f i g u r e d  b y  s o r d id  
l i t i g a t i o n ?
The K ev. M r. W illia m  L a u r ie ,  U .S .A .,  w ondered  w h e th e r  t h e  u n io n  
w h ich  h ad  b e e n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  e f f e c t e d  w ere a  t r u e  m e rg e r o f  th e  
c h u rc h e s  o r  o n ly  a p a p e r  u n io n .  I n  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1906 th e  G e n e ra l 
A sse m b lie s  o f  b o th  r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  c a s t  t h e i r  f i n a l  v o te s  on  u n io n  an d  
i n  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  U .S .A . C hurch  o n ly  tw o d i s s e n t i n g  b a l ­
l o t s  w ere  c a s t .  However, a t  t h e  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  C um berland  G e n e ra l Assem­
b l y ,  w i th  257  d e l e g a te s  p r e s e n t ,  106  v o te d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  u n io n .
Had th e  o p p o s i t i o n  en d ed  t h e r e  i t  m ig h t n o t  have b e e n  s i g n i f i -
/ ,
c a n t .  A f t e r  t h e  a d jo u rn m e n t o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly , th e  d i s s i d e n t s  
m et a n d  r e o r g a n iz e d  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . P a r  from  h a v ­
in g  a c t e d  on  im p u ls e ,  th e s e  d e l e g a te s  h a d  g iv e n  am ple w arn in g  o f  t h e i r  
i n t e n t i o n  t o  t a k e  t h i s  s t e p  i n  t h e  e v e n t th e  m e rg e r  was consum m ated. 
M o reo v er, many C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n s  h a d  d e c l a r e d  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  to  
f o l lo w  th e  r e b e l s  i n t o  t h e  r e o r g a n iz e d  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n . I f  
o n ly  a  few  o f  t h e s e  com m unicants h ad  showed s ig n s  o f  m ig r a t in g  b a c k  
i n t o  t h e i r  o ld  c h u rc h  i t  w ould  n o t  be  a  c a u se  f o r  w o rry ; b u t  t h i s  move­
m ent was t a k in g  p la c e  on an e x te n s iv e  s c a l e .  I t  was h e a r t r e n d in g  t o  
r e a d  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  many o f  t h e i r  p r e s b y te r y  m e e t in g s .  To t e a r  a  c h u rc h
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i n t o  p i e c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a  g r e a t  d e n o m in a tio n  su c h  a s  t h e  C um berland  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  h a d  b e e n , was a v e ry  s e r io u s  m a t t e r .
F a c e d  b y  th e s e  p a i n f u l  c i rc u m s ta n c e s ,  a  c o n c i l i a t o r y  p o l i c y  
seem ed c a l l e d  f o r .  A p p a re n t ly ,  how ever, t h e  d e c i s io n  seem ed t o  have 
b e e n  made t o  f o r c e  th o s e  P r e s b y te r i a n s  who w ou ld  n o t v o l u n t a r i l y  t r a n s ­
f e r  th e m s e lv e s  i n t o  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  t o  do so  b y  l e g a l  a c t i o n .  
I n ju n c t io n s  p r o h i b i t i n g  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  from  w o rsh ip p in g  a s  
C u m b erlan d ers  i n  t h e i r  own h o u se s  o f  w o rsh ip  t h a t  th e y  h ad  b u i l t  an d  
p a i d  f o r  w ere o b ta in e d  in  c i v i l  c o u r t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  T e n n e ssee  a n d  
A labam a. I f  th e y  w ould  n o t  w o rsh ip  i n  th e s e  c h u rc h e s  a s  " n o r th e r n ” 
P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  t h e y  w ould  n o t  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  w o rsh ip  i n  them  a t  a l l .  
T hese  same i n j u n c t i o n s  p r e v e n te d  them  from  " th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o r  s e l l i n g "  
o f  th e  C um berland C o n fe s s io n . How c o u ld  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n s  e x p la in  
t o  them  t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  p e r m i t t i n g  th e  Mormons an d  e v e ry  O th e r  r e l i g i o u s  
body  in  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  t o  p u b l i s h  an d  s e l l  t h e i r  books o f  d o c t r i n e  
w h ile  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  a lo n e  from  t h i s  p r a c t i c e ?
D r iv in g  m u l t i tu d e s  o f  r e l u c t a n t  P r e s b y te r i a n s  i n t o  t h e  " n o r th ­
e rn "  c h u rc h  b y  f o r c e  was a l a r g e  an d  d i f f i c u l t  o p e r a t i o n .  M oreover, 
t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  h a rd e n e d  a n d  i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  th e  u n io n ,  a c t u a l l y ,  m i l i t a t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  v e ry  o b je c t  
i t  hoped  t o  e f f e c t —u n i v e r s a l  m e rg e r b y  c o n s e n t .  Many C um berland 
P r e s b y te r i a n s  who f o im e r ly  m i ld ly  o p p o sed  th e  u n io n  becam e e m b i t t e r e d .
W hile  s h u t t i n g  them  o u t o f  t h e i r  h o u se s  o f  w o rsh ip  an d  p r o ­
h i b i t i n g  them  from  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  t r a c t s  was v e ry  i r r i t a t i n g ,  
t h e  a t te m p t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  t o  s e i z e  a l l  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e
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fo rm e r  C um berland d e n o m in a tio n  r a i s e d  a s t i l l  g r e a t e r  b a r r i e r  t o  u n d e r -
t
s t a n d in g .  An i n d i c a t i o n  i s  th e  s ta te m e n t  w h ich  t h e  R ev . M r. L a u r ie  to o k
from  The C um berland B a n n e r :
I  have a lw ay s  r e s p e c t e d  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n s  . . . b u t  r e c e n t  
e v e n ts  have  c a u se d  a  t o t a l  change  i n  my v ie w s . . . . Wow t h i s  
C hurch  i s  t h e  b a c k e r  an d  a b e t t o r  o f  th o s e  men who a r e  t r y i n g  
t o  ro b  u s  o f  o u r  own u n d e r  t h e  shadow o f  la w . . . . E v e ry  man 
an d  woman who i s  a  t r u e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  a t  h e a r t ,  an d  
who h ad  b e e n  d is p o s e d  t o  s u b m it ,  and  go q u i e t l y  i n t o  t h e  
u n io n ,  w i l l  b a lk  a t  t h e  e f f o r t  now made t o  ro b  u s  o f  e v e r y th in g .
Commenting on  t h e  above s ta t e m e n t ,  L a u r ie  c o n t in u e d :
We a r e  p ro u d  o f  th e  [U .S .A .]  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , an d  we do 
n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  r a n k  an d  f i l e  i n  o u r  g r e a t  an d  r i c h  C hurch  
w i l l  be  p a r t y  t o  su c h  d o in g s . C ould  we g e t  t h e  v o te  o f  o u r  
p e o p le ,  we a r e  s u r e  t h e y  w ould  s a y ,  "We do n o t  w ant t h e  
p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  an d  we w i l l  n o t  have 
i t . "
I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  c o u r t s  s h o u ld  n o r  w i l l  g iv e  u s  t h e i r  
p r o p e r ty .  And i f  t h e y  do, I  b e l i e v e  i t  w i l l  b e  a  s t a i n  on  o u r  
nam e. . . . May God b r in g  l i g h t  an d  p e a c e  o u t  o f  t h i s  d a rk n e s s  
a n d  s t r i f e '.22
T h is  a t t i t u d e  e v i d e n t l y  d id  n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  o f  
th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h .  Ju d g e  A. M. G aut i n  an  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l t e d  " P re ­
d i c t e d  L i t i g a t i o n "  exam ined  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  w h ich  g ro u p  w ould  p o s s e s s  
t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  fo rm e r  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . E x h au s­
t i v e l y  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  p r i o r  d e c i s io n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  o th e r  c h u rc h  u n io n s ,  
he came t o  t h e  f o l lo w in g  c o n c lu s io n s :  E n g l i s h  l e g a l  p r e c e d e n ts
a p p e a re d  t o  d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  i f  t h e  q u e s t io n  w ere c a r r i e d  i n t o  
B r i t i s h  c o u r t s ,  t h e  r e o r g a n iz e d  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  w ould  
c e r t a i n l y  b e  g iv e n  t i t l e  t o  a l l  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  he
22W illia m  L a u r ie ,  "Where A re  We a s  t o  R eu n io n ?"  The P re s b y ­
t e r i a n ,  LXXVI (Decem ber 26 , 1 9 0 6 ) ,  8 - 9 .
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c i t e d  t h e  d e c i s io n  o f  t h e  H ouse o f  L ords i n  A u g u st, 190*)-, i n  r e l a t i o n  
to  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " S c o t t i s h  C hurch  C a se ."
T h is  c a s e  d id  n o t ,  how ever, a f f e c t  A m erican  ju r i s p r u d e n c e .  
O p in io n s  h an d ed  down b y  A m erican  c o u r t s  d e m o n s tra te d  a  d e f i n i t e  t r e n d  
o f  l e g a l  th in k in g  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  a  r e l i g i o u s  body  i n  
a l t e r i n g  e i t h e r  i t s  name o r  c r e e d  s h o u ld  n o t  i n  a n y  way i n v a l i d a t e  i t s  
t i t l e  t o  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .  Among many o t h e r s ,  t h e  c a s e s  o f  
M cln n is  v .  W atson , k l  P en n . 9 ,  ( l 8 6 l )  a n d  Lamb v .  K ing l k  LRA 5 29 , w ere 
c i t e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  v ie w .
I n  a n o th e r  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  same a r t i c l e ,  e n t i t l e d  " C o n c u rre n t 
O p in io n s ,"  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  n a t i o n 's  l e a d in g  j u r i s t s  w ere a s k e d  t o  e x p re s s  
t h e i r  o p in io n s  on t h i s  com plex s u b j e c t .  W ith o u t a d i v i s i o n ,  th e s e  
em in en t la w y e rs  d e c la r e d  t h a t  t h e  U .S .A . C hurch  was e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  th e  
p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  fo rm e r  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n . Ju d g e  G aut c o n c lu d e d  
by  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  a t te m p te d  t o  r e s o r t  t o  
t h e  c i v i l  c o u r t s  f o r  r e d r e s s  of t h e i r  g r ie v a n c e s ,  t h e y  w ere fo redoom ed
ori
t o  d e f e a t  and  a l l  t h e i r  p r o p e r ty  w ould  b e  s t r i p p e d  fro m  th e m . J
The n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  i n  i t s  o f f i c i a l  p ro n o u n cem en ts  was c a n d id ly  
c l e a r  i n  i t s  v iew  o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  q u e s t io n .  An o f f i c i a l  c i r c u l a r  
i s s u e d  b y  t h a t  c h u rc h  was c u r io u s l y  r e m in is c e n t  o f  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  
e x p re s s e d  b y  th e  O ld  S c h o o l d e n o m in a tio n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s e c e d e d
J .  M. G au t, " P r e d ic t e d  L i t i g a t i o n , "  B u l l e t i n  Ho. 7 (P a m p h le t)  
( P u b l is h e d  by  t h e  V o lu n ta ry  C om m ittee on U nion  In f o r m a t io n ,  n . d . ) ,
1-39* I *1 church  p ap ers (T r in i t y  U n iv e r s ity  A r c h iv e s , San A n to n io ,
T ex a s) .
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s o u th e r n  p r e s b y t e r i e s  a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W ar. T h is  " l a s t  o f f i ­
c i a l  o r d e r  o f  u n io n  i n s t r u c t i o n s ” was s e n t  t o  " lo y a l "  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  
com m unicants who w ish e d  to  r e t a i n  t h e  u se  o f  t h e i r  c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty  a s  
p a r t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h .
S h o u ld  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  y o u r c h u rc h  u n d e r ta k e  t o  p r e v e n t  
you  from  c o n t r o l l i n g  a n d  u s in g  t h e  b u i l d in g  o r  s h o u ld  th e y  
o f f e r  t o  a l lo w  th e  s e c e d e r s  t o  u s e  i t  f o r  s e p a r a t e  s e r v i c e s ,  
s u c h  t r u s t e e s  w ou ld  be  g u i l t y  o f  a  b re a c h  o f  t r u s t ,  an d  any  
l o y a l  member o r  members o f  th e  u n i t e d  c h u rc h , w h e th e r  e l d e r s  
o r  n o t ,  w ould  have  th e  r i g h t  t o  f i l e  a  b i l l  i n  e q u i t y  t o  
rem ove t r u s t e e s  o r  r e s t r a i n  them  fro m  s u c h  a  b r e a c h  o f  t r u s t ,  
an d  t o  e n jo in  t h e  s e c e d e r s  from  i n t e r f e r i n g  w ith  t h e  c o n t r o l ,  
p o s s e s s io n  o r  u s e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty .  T h is  r i g h t  i s  w h o lly  in d e ­
p e n d e n t o f  th e  f a c t  w h e th e r  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  -are 
s e c e d e r s  o r  n o t .
The l o y a l  members o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  co n ­
g r e g a t io n  w h e th e r  th e y  b e  a  m a jo r i t y  o r  m in o r i ty ;  t h e  l o y a l  
members o f  th e  s e s s io n  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  s e s s i o n  w h e th e r  t h e y  be  
i n  a  m a jo r i t y  o r  m in o r i ty ;  a n d  t h e  l o y a l  members o f  a  p r e s b y ­
t e r y ,  be  th e y  a  m a jo r i t y  o r  a  m in o r i ty ,  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  p r e s b y ­
t e r y .  W hether i t  becom es n e c e s s a r y ,  a  l o y a l  m i n o r i t y  c a n  s e p ­
a r a t e  i t s e l f  from  th e  m a jo r i t y  a n d  e l e c t  i t s  own o f f i c e r s  an d  
c o n d u c t i t s  b u s in e s s  f r e e  from  . . . o b s t r u c t i o n s  b y  th e  
s e c e d in g  m a j o r i t y .  W henever th e y  do so i t  i s  t h e  d u ty  o f  th e  
t r u s t e e s  t o  a l lo w  t h i s  l o y a l  s e s s i o n  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  c h u rc h  
p r o p e r t y . 2 "̂
I n  l i n e  w i th  t h i s  s t a t e d  p o l i c y ,  b y  May, 1907> th e  n a t i o n a l  
c h u rc h  h ad  f i l e d  s u i t  f o r  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty  i n  th e  
c o u r t s  o f  T e x a s , M is s o u r i ,  I n d ia n a ,  T e n n e ss e e , an d  I l l i n o i s .  I t  was 
t h e  b e l i e f  o f  th e  n o n - u n io n i s t  C um berland  l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h i s  l i t i g a t i o n  
d id  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  w i l l  o f  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  a s  a  w hole b u t  
was due t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  fo rm e r  C u m b erlan d ers  an d  a  few  l e a d e r s  o f
Oh
A non., "That L ast O f f i c i a l  Order o f  Union I n s t r u c t io n s ,"  The
Cumberland Banner, I I  (June 2 9 , 1 9 0 6 ) , 1 .
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t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  who w ish e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  p r o p e r ty  an d  f o r c e  th e  
u n io n .2 ^
D is s i d e n t s  who r e o r g a n iz e d  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
and  p e r p e t u a t e d  th e  name i n  May, 1907* h e ld  w hat th e y  c a l l e d  t h e  S e v e n ty -  
s e v e n th  M ee tin g  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  a t  D ic k so n , T e n n e sse e , t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n . The 
in d e p e n d e n t C um berland  P r e s b y te r y  h ad  o r i g i n a l l y  fo rm ed  a t  t h e  home o f  
Sam uel McAdow, l o c a t e d  s i x  m ile s  e a s t  o f  D ic k so n . T r a v e l in g  o u t  t o  
t h i s  h a llo w e d  g ro u n d , s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  d e le g a te s  f o r m a l ly  o p en ed  t h e  s e s -  
s io n . o f  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y .
W hile  279 c o m m iss io n e rs  h ad  a t t e n d e d  t h e  m e e tin g  in  1906 a t  
D e c a tu r ,  o n ly  1^0 came t o  th e  m e e tin g  a t  D i c k s o n . T h e  d e le g a te s  
r e p r e s e n t e d  J6  o f  th e  fo rm e r  llU  p r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  t h e  C um berland denom i-
OQ
n a t i o n .  Many o f  them  w ere i n  a  d i s o r g a n iz e d  s t a t e .  As l a t e  a s  1910 
i t  was c la im e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere a s  many a s  125*000 C um berland P re s b y ­
t e r i a n s ,  b u t  25*000  o f  th e s e  w ere s c a t t e r e d  a n d  25*000  more w ere  d i s ­
o r g a n iz e d .  29 T hese  d a t a ,  w h ich  p ro b a b ly  e x a g g e ra te d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f
^ M in u te s  o f  May 1 6 , 1907* M in u te s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  (1907)*  19-21* 6 6 - 6 8 .
E d i t o r s ,  " A n t i - u n io n i s t s  a t  D ic k s o n ,"  The C um berland  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n * LXXIII (May 23* 1907)* S6k,
2? T . A . Haveron* The T re n d  a s  D is c lo s e d  b y  T w enty  Y ears  o f  
S t a t i s t i c s  (P a m p h le t) ,  n .p .*  n . d .  I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  (Memphis T h e o lo g i-  
c a l  S em in ary  l i b r a r y ,  M emphis, T e n n e s s e e ) .
28M in u te s  o f  May 1 6 , 1907* M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  (1907)* 19*
2^ T re d w e ll D avis* "The U nion  o f  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  
w i th  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  Church* U .S .A . ,"  A T h e s is  (May 3 0 * 193&)>
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th e  r e o r g a n iz e d  C um berland  C h urch , do i n d i c a t e  t h e  c o n fu s io n  i n t o  -which 
th e  d e n o m in a tio n  was th ro w n  a f t e r  th e  m e rg e r  o f  1 9 0 6 .
As i t  was im p r a c t i c a b le  t o  convene th e  a s se m b ly  a t  t h e  home o f  
McAdow, t h e  d e le g a te s  a s se m b le d  a t  n e a rb y  D ick so n  i n  a l a r g e  t e n t .  A 
r e p o r t e r  n o te d  t h a t  many o f  t h e  c o m m iss io n e rs  h a d  p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  " s e r e  
an d  y e llo w  ag e  o f  l i f e . "  The a u d ie n c e  i n  a t te n d a n c e  h ad  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  
o f  an  "O ld  f a s h io n e d  camp m e e tin g "  su ch  a s  u s e d  t o  r e j o i c e  t h e  h e a r t s  
o f  p io n e e r s .  The a tm o sp h e re  was P e n te c o s ta l*  V i s i t o r s  an d  co m m iss io n e rs  
a l i k e  J o in e d  i n  t h e  s in g in g  o f  su c h  songs a s  "Happy Day" a n d  "O ld-T im e 
R e l ig io n ."  " T e n tin g  T o n ig h t on th e  O ld C hurch  Ground" was a p a r t i c u l a r  
f a v o r i t e .  S in c e  C um b erlan d ers  b e l i e v e d  t h e y  w ere b e in g  c h a s e d  from  
t h e i r  h o u ses  o f  w o rsh ip  i n  v a r io u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n try ,  t h i s  was m , 
p e rh a p s  an  a p p r o p r ia t e  tu n e  f o r  t h i s  o c c a s io n .  When th e  a u d ie n c e  
J o in e d  in  t h e  g o s p e l  f a v o r i t e  "When th e  R o l l  I s  C a l le d  up Y o n d e r ,"  t h e  
e f f e c t  was e l e c t r i c .  One a f t e r  a n o th e r ,  men an d  women b e g a n  t o  sh o u t 
p r a i s e s  t o  t h e  L o rd . A t one t im e  t h e r e  w ere  a s  m any as  f i f t e e n  men an d  
women w eep ing  an d  s h o u tin g  " H a l l e l u ja h ."
The r a i l r o a d  i n t o  D ick so n  an nounced  a  v e r y  low  f a r e ,  a p e r s o n  
b e in g  a b le  t o  t r a v e l  ro u n d  t r i p  f o r  w hat he  h ad  f o r m e r ly  p a i d  f o r  a 
one-w ay J o u rn e y  t o  t h e  T e n n e ssee  to w n . C o n se q u e n tly , v i s i t o r s ,  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  on th e  w eekend, p o u re d  i n t o  th e  com m unity , w i th  400 a r r i v i n g  i n  
one day  i n  a s p e c i a l  t r a i n .  D u rin g  t h i s  w eekend t h e r e  w ere  a lm o s t 
1 0 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  in  a t t e n d a n c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a  c o n s ta n t  s tre a m  
o f  v i s i t o r s  t o  th e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  th e  c h u rc h ,  an  arm y o f  250  a  day 
t r a v e l i n g  o u t  t o  th e  fo rm e r  r e s id e n c e  o f  t h e  R ev . M r. McAdow. A
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r e p o r t e r  s a i d  i t  was p a t h e t i c  t o  w a tc h  t h e  f a i t h f u l  g a th e r  a t  t h i s  h a l ­
low ed  g ro u n d . Many p e r s o n s  o f  a n  ad v an c ed  age  w ould k n e e l  r e v e r e n t l y  
on th e  g ro u n d  w here t h e  house  f o r m e r ly  s to o d ,  th e n  r i s e  " a s  th o u g h  a 
new s p i r i t  an d  a  new " b ir th  had  s e i z e d  h o ld  o f  th e m ." 30
On T h u rsd ay  e v e n in g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  day  o f  t h e  m e e tin g  i n  an
a d d r e s s  p u n c tu a te d  b y  f r e q u e n t  a n d  h e a r t y  a p p la u s e ,  th e  R ev . M r. J .  L .
H udgins p re a c h e d  th e  o p e n in g  se rm o n . He was b i t t e r  i n  h i s  a t t a c k  on
fo rm e r  C um b erlan d ers  who t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h .
W hile  some h av e  gone o u t  fro m  u s  a n d  have gone b a c k  i n t o  th e  
m o u n ta in s  o f  C a lv in is m , l i k e  a  m o th e r c r u e l l y  s ta b b e d  a t  th e  
h e a r t  by  h e r  own c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
comes to d a y  s o r e  a n d  b le e d in g  b a c k  t o  t h e  com m unity i n  w h ich  
sh e  was b o rn  t o  s t a n d  upon t h e  p la n e  on w h ich  o u r  f a t h e r s ,  a l l  
lo n g  s in c e  g a th e r e d  t o  h e a v e n , s to o d ,  an d  t o  l i f t  a g a in ,  and  
i f  i t  be  p o s s i b l e ,  h ig h e r  th a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  h e r  h eav e n b o rn  s y s ­
tem  o f  d o c t r i n e  an d  t o  u n f u r l  t h e  b a n n e r  t r a i l e d  in  t h e  d u s t  
b y  t r a i t o r s  n e v e r  w o rth y  o f  h e r .  E v e ry  schem e known t o  w ard  
h e e l e r s  [ s i c ] o f  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c i a n s  was r e s o r t e d  t o  t h a t  a 
t e c h n i c a l  e n d o rsem e n t m ig h t b e  g iv e n  t o  th e  co w a rd ly  s u r r e n d e r  
o f  t h e  C om m ittee on F r a t e r n i t y  and  U n io n .31
The c h u rc h  b eg an  i t s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  b y  a p p o in t in g  a new B oard  
o f  E d u c a tio n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  tw e lv e  members who h ad  gone o v e r  t o  th e  
U .S .A . C h urch . I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty  " s e iz e d "  by  
th e  r e u n i t e d  d e n o m in a tio n  h ad  a  v a lu e  o f  $ 5 ,3 2 1 ,7 7 5 *  B ecause  th e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  h ad  ta k e n  o v e r  th e  C um berland  U n iv e r s i t y  i n  L ebanon,
3° E d i t o r s ,  " A n t i - u n io n i s t s  a t  D ic k s o n ,"  o p .  c l t . ,  6 6 5 .
31I b i d . ,  6 6k ,
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T e n n e sse e , t h e  r e o r g a n iz e d  c h u rc h  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s e m in a ry  a t  B e th e l  C o l­
le g e  i n  M cK enzie, T e n n e s s e e .32
The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  new s t a t e d  c l e r k  and  t r e a s u r e r  showed a  b a l ­
an ce  on hand o f  $7 8 . 0 6 . The fo rm e r  s t a t e d  c l e r k ,  J .  M. H u b b e rt, h ad  
c a r r i e d  a l l  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  M in u te s  w i th  him i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h .  
A r e s o l u t i o n  was th e re u p o n  a d o p te d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  
as  w e l l  a s  t h e  $ 4 ,5 15*78  a l s o  c a r r i e d  w i th  h im . 33 The body  a l s o  u rg e d  
a l l  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  t o  " e a r n e s t l y  r e s i s t "  a l l  a t te m p ts  o f  th e  
U .S .A . d en o m in a tio n  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  C um berland  C h u rch . 
I n  o r d e r  t o  s e c u re  " s e l f - d e f e n s e "  an d  " s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n , " t h e  a s se m b ly  
a p p o in te d  a l e g a l  co m m ittee  and  r a i s e d  a  fu n d  <of $ 1 2 ,0 0 0  t o  s e c u r e  co u n ­
s e l  i n  s u i t s  f i l e d  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  country.-3^
W hile th e s e  e v e n ts  w ere t r a n s p i r i n g ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  h e ld  
i t s  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m e e tin g  i n  Colum bus, O h io . N ine h u n d re d  d e l e g a te s  
a t t e n d e d ,  in c lu d in g  300 fo rm e r  C um berland  P r e s b y t e r i a n s .35  Dr , I r a 
L a n d r i th ,  m o d e ra to r  o f  t h e  1906 C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly , p re a c h e d  
t h e  o p en in g  serm on . H is t e x t ,  from  D euteronom y 3 3 :2 3 , " P o ss e s s  th o u  
th e  W est and  S o u th ,"  was v e ry  a p p r o p r ia t e  f o r  t h e  o c c a s io n .  The c o n ­
g r e g a t io n  a p p la u d e d  him  when he la u n c h e d  i n t o  a f i e r y  p e r o r a t i o n  i n
^ M in u te s  o f  May 21 , 1 907 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  ( 1 9 0 7 ) ,  63 - 6 6 .
33M in u tes  o f  May 21 , 1 907 , i b i d . ,  5 7 -5 8 .
^ N a s h v i l l e  A m erican , May 2 0 , 1907*
35I b i d . ,  May 1 6 , 1907*
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w h ich  he d e c l a r e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C um berland  C hurch  
w ou ld  he  ta k e n  from  th e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s A s  d id  t h e  D ick so n  j u d i c a ­
t o r y ,  th e  a s se m b ly  a p p o in te d  an  e lev en -m an  l e g a l  com m ission  t o  s e c u re  
t h e  p r o p e r ty  h o ld in g s  t o  w h ich  th e  c h u rc h  was e n t i t l e d . 37
B e fo re  a d jo u r n in g ,  t h e  C um berland  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  drew up a  
" f r a t e r n a l  l e t t e r "  t o  th e  U .S .A . A ssem bly  w h ich  was p u b l i s h e d  a s  an  
a d v e r t is e m e n t  i n  t h e  Ohio S t a t e  J o u r n a l . I t  s t a t e d  i n  p a r t :
The y e a r  j u s t  now e x p i r in g  h a s  b e e n  an  e v e n t f u l  one f o r  
y o u r  c h u rc h  an d  f o r  o u r s ,  e v e n t f u l  a l i k e  f o r  e a c h  o f  them , b u t  
w i th  d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s .  D u rin g  t h a t  p e r io d ,  t o  o u r  r e g r e t ,  
p e rh a p s  a s  many a s  o n e - f o u r th  o f  o u r  l a y  members a n d  m ore 
th a n  o n e - h a l f  o f  o u r  m i n i s t e r s  have gone away from  o u r  C hurch  
an d  i n t o  y o u rs  on a c c o u n t o f  th e  s o - c a l l e d  u n io n  a n d  r e u n io n  
b e tw ee n  t h e  tw o .
N o tw ith s ta n d in g ,  a l l  o f  t h i s  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h urch , b y  th e  G race o f  God, s t i l l  s u r v iv e s ;  an d  i t  s t i l l  
f e e l s  t h a t  i t  h as  a n  im p o r ta n t  m is s io n  t o  perform ...!# . t h e  w o rld  
f o r  o u r  D iv in e  L o rd  a n d  M a s te r .
P r o t e s t i n g  th e  a t te m p t o f  th e  U .S .A . C hurch  t o  u s e  j u d i c i a l  c o e r c io n  t o  
p e r s u a d e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h , 
t h i s  docum ent c o m p la in e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a b o u t t h e , ' 'F a y e t t e v i l l e  i n j u n c ­
t i o n .  T h is  s u i t  h ad  b e e n  f i l e d  i n  F a y e t t e v i l l e ,  T e n n e ss e e , i n  J u l y ,  
1 9 0 6 , by  fo rm e r  C um berland  P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  The p u rp o se  o f  t h e  s u i t ,  
a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  " f r a t e r n a l  l e t t e r , "  was n o t  o n ly  t o  s e c u r e  p o s s e s s io n  
o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  b u t  t o  r e s t r a i n  an d  p r o h i b i t  C um berland  
P r e s b y te r i a n s  from  u s in g  t h e i r  own p r o p e r ty ,  from  a s s e r t i n g  r i g h t s  t o
36
I b i d . ,  May 1 7 , 1 9 0 7 .
^7M inutes o f  May 2 3 , 1907> M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  V II (1 9 0 7 ) ,  1^0.
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i t  i n  a c o u r t  o f  l a v ,  from  u s in g  t h e i r  ovn name, an d  from  u s in g  t h e i r  
ovn C o n fe s s io n  o f  I h i t h .  The r e p o r t  a l s o  c i t e d  o t h e r  s u i t s  f i l e d  i n  
o th e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t ry .
We c a n n o t b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  y o u r  g r e a t  c h u rc h  
has  s a n c t io n e d  t h i s  c r u e l  a n d  r e l e n t l e s s  c o u r s e  o f  o p p r e s s io n  
an d  v ro n g  v h ic h  i s  b e in g  p u rs u e d  a g a i n s t  u s  i n  th e  c i v i l  
c o u r t s ;  o r ,  i f  i t  h as  r e c e iv e d  th e  s a n c t i o n  h e r e t o f o r e ,  ve 
c a n n o t b e l i e v e  t h a t  upon a se c o n d  th o u g h t  you v o u ld  p e rm i t  a
c o n tin u a n c e  t h e r e o f  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
Your c h u rc h  does n o t  n e e d  o u r  p r o p e r ty ,  an d  ev en  i f  i t  
d id ,  you , a s  C h r i s t i a n  p e o p le ,c o u ld  n o t  a f f o r d ,  i f  a l lo w e d , to  
ta k e  i t  from  u s .
R e fu s in g  t o  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  e x t i n c t  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , t h e  U .S .A  j u d i c a t o r y  s e n t  
i t s  r e p l y  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r  t o  "T . H. P a d g e t t  an d  A sso ­
c i a t e s . "  A f t e r  a n sw e r in g  many o f  th e  c h a rg e s  i n  t h e  " f r a t e r n a l  l e t ­
t e r , "  t h e  co m m unica tion  u rg e d  t h e  d i s s i d e n t s  t o  t r a n s f e r  i n t o  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h .
We hope t h a t  when you know th e  f u l l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  
r e u n io n  you w i l l  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  w isdom o f  y i e l d i n g  t o  t h e  
l e g a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  w i l l  o f  th o s e  who h ave  b een  y o u r b r e th r e n  i n  
t h e  L o rd , a n d  t h a t  you w i l l  j o i n  u s  i n  th e  w ork f o r  t h e  s a l v a ­
t i o n  o f  s o u ls  and  t h e  w in n in g  o f  th e  w o r ld  t o  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  i n  
th e  S p i r i t  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  B e l ie v in g  t h a t  s t r i f e  o r  t h e  p e r ­
p e t u a t io n  o f  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c h u rc h e s  o f  th e  same f a i t h  an d  
o r d e r ,  c h u rc h e s  w h ich  o u g h t t o  be  one in  name a n d  f a c t ,  i s  
u n w ise , we r e j o i c e  i n  th e  p r e s e n t  r e u n io n ,  a n d  s h a l l  p r a y  f o r  
o th e r  su c h  r e u n io n s  w i th  o th e r  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s .
3®M inutes o f  May 16 , 1907 ; M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  (1 9 0 7 ) ,  1 9 -2 3 ; E d i t o r s ,  "The F r a t e r -  
n a l  L e t t e r  an d  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  R e p ly ,"  The C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n ,  
LXXIII (May 3 0 , 1 9 0 7 ); 700 .
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I f  th e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h e i r  r e f u s a l  t o  e n t e r  t h e  U .S .A . 
C hurch , m o ra l an d  C h r i s t i a n  p r i n c i p l e s  s h o u ld  g o v e rn  "both b o d ie s  i n  th e  
d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y . 39
L i t i g a t i o n  be tw een  th e s e  tw o r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  l e d  t o  s u i t s  
f i l e d  i n  th e  c i v i l  c o u r ts  th ro u g h o u t  T e x a s , som etim es b y  th e  a n t i ­
u n i o n i s t s  and  a t  o th e r  t im e s  b y  U .S .A . P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  One su c h  
in s t a n c e  in v o lv e d  th e  R ev . M r. Jo h n  H. Day o f  D e t r o i t ,  T e x a s , who w i th  
30 members o f  h i s  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  r e f u s e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
c h u rc h . I n  A u g u s t , 1906 , th e  12 p ro -u n io n  members o f  t h e  c h u rc h  c lo s e d  
th e  d o o rs  o f  t h e  house  o f  w o rsh ip  a g a i n s t  th e m . Day e n t e r e d  s u i t  i n  
t h e  l o c a l  c o u r t s  f o r  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  a n d  dam ages, b u t  t h e  
c a se  w ou ld  n o t b e  h e a rd  u n t i l  t h e  fo l lo w in g  May. The a g e d  p r e a c h e r  
s ig h e d ,  "We have  a n ic e  h o u se , a l l  p a id  f o r ,  b u t  have no p la c e  t o  
w o r s h i p . " ^
A lso  i n  A u g u st, 1906 , t h e  W e a th e r fo rd  P r e s b y te r y  h e ld  i t s  r e g u ­
l a r l y  s c h e d u le d  m e e tin g  i n  M in e ra l  W e lls ,  T e x a s . I n  t h e  o p e n in g  serm on 
D r. S . M. T em p le to n , n o t a  member o f  t h a t  P r e s b y te r y ,  to u c h e d  upon su c h  
p o in t s  a s  " th e  S a v i o r 's  p r a y e r  f o r  u n i t y , "  " c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  
u n io n  m ovem ent," "u n io n  an  a c c o m p lish e d  f a c t , "  an d  " th e  d u ty  o f  s u b m it­
t i n g  t o  th e  m a j o r i t y . "  A f t e r  t h i s  he an n o u n ced  t h a t  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  
h ad  a c c e p te d  u n io n ,  and  t h a t  a l l  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  h a d  b een
^ E d i t o r s ,  "The F r a t e r n a l  L e t t e r  and  t h e  G e n e ra l A sse m b ly 's  
R e p ly ,"  o p . c i t . ,  701*
^ J o h n  H. Day, "C hurch  N e w s - -D e tro i t ,  T e x a s ,"  The C um berland  
B an n er, I I I  ( J a n u a ry  18 , 1907)> 5*
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t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e u n i t e d  d e n o m in a tio n . The a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  w ere 
th e n  e x p e l le d  from  t h e  h o u se  o f  w o rsh ip  a n d  r e t i r e d  t o  a n e a rb y  C h r i s t i a n  
C hurch  t o  l i c k  t h e i r  w o u n d s .^
The u n i o n i s t s ,  h ow ever, w ere n o t  t h e  o n ly  com m unicants who 
r e s o r t e d  t o  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  o c c u p y in g  c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty  an d  e x c lu d in g  
t h e i r  o p p o n e n ts  from  t h e  u s e  o f  i t .  I n  O c to b e r , 1 906 , i n  t h e  13t h  
D i s t r i c t  C o u rt o f  N av arro  C ounty  i n  C o rs ic a n a ,  T e x a s , F . N. Drane an d  
o th e r s  p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  a n  i n j u n c t i o n  t o  b a r  a  g ro u p  o f  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  
from  th e  o c c u p a t io n  and  s o l e  u se  o f  t h e  h o u se  o f  w o rsh ip  a n d  manse o f  
th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  b i l l  f i l e d  b y  th e  
p l a i n t i f f s ,  J .  Y. B a te s ,  an  e l d e r  o f  th e  c h u rc h , an d  o th e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  
a c c e p t  th e  u n io n  an d  r e u n io n  o f  th e  C um berland  an d  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n s .  
O rg a n iz in g  th e m s e lv e s  i n t o  t h e  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h , th e y  c h o se  t h e  
R ev. M r. W. J .  Lackey a s  t h e i r  p a s t o r .  They c la im e d  t h a t  t h e  C um berland 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  p e r p e t u a te d  i t s  in d e p e n d e n t e x i s t e n c e  a n d  t h a t  t h e  
C o rs ic a n a  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  was a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h a t  d e p o m in a tio n . 
O b ta in in g  a  k e y  t o  th e  h o u se  o f  w o rsh ip  a n d  th e  m anse , th e y  b a r r i c a d e d  
th e m s e lv e s  i n s i d e  th e s e  b u i l d in g s  a n d  c la im e d  th e  s o le  arid a b s o lu t e  u se  
o f  th e m . S e iz in g  th e  c h u rc h  r e c o r d s ,  th e y  made e x c lu s iv e ,  a p p o in tm e n ts  
f o r  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  c h u rc h  t o  be  c o n d u c te d  by  th e  R ev. M r. L ackey . The 
d e fe n d a n ts  w ere t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  o u s t  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  an d  d e p r iv e  them  o f  
th e  u s e  an d  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  a n d  m anse f o r  r e l i g i o u s  p u r p o s e s .
H. B e rry , ’'P r e s b y t e r i a l  M e e tin g s —W e a th e r fo rd  P r e s b y te r y ,"  
The C um berland  B anner, I I  (S ep tem b er 2 1 , 1 9 0 6 ) , 8 .
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The p l a i n t i f f s ' p e t i t i o n  th e n  sum m arized  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  
u n io n  movement in  o r d e r  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  th e  m e rg e r was b o th  l e g a l  an d  c o n ­
s t i t u t i o n a l .  I t  was p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  C o rs ic a n a  c o n g re g a t io n  was a  
c o n s t i t u e n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  fo rm e r C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  an d  t h e r e f o r e  
bound  b y  th e  d e c i s io n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h a t  c h u rc h .  
A d m ittin g  th e  members o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  C o r s i ­
can a  who w ere a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  t h e  u n io n  w ere m any, t h e  p l a i n t i f f s ,  
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  c la im e d  t h a t  t h e  c h u rc h  members who f a v o r e d  t h e  m e rg e r 
w ere a l s o  n u m ero u s . D rane an d  t h e  o th e r  c o m p la in a n ts  i n  t h e  c a s e  w ere 
a l s o  fo rm e r  e l d e r s  i n  t h e  c h u rc h  s e s s io n  a s  w ere  t h e  d e f e n d a n ts .  S in c e  
D rane a n d  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  a d h e re d  t o  t h e  u n io n , t h e y  o f f i c i a l l y  an d  
l e g a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body  o f  th e  c h u rc h ; t h e r e f o r e ,  
th e  c h u rc h  p r o p e r t y  b e lo n g e d  t o  them  a n d  t o  t h e  o th e r  com m unicants o f  
t h e  C o rs ic a n a  C hurch  who a c c e p te d  th e  m e rg e r .  By re n o u n c in g  t h e  u n io n ,  
B a te s  and  h i s  c o l le a g u e s  h ad  v a c a te d  t h e i r  p o s t s ,  an d  th e y  an d  o th e r  
l ik e -m in d e d  members o f  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  h ad  l o s t  a l l  r i g h t s  i n  r e g a r d  
t o  t h e  c o n t e s t e d  p r o p e r ty .  The b i l l  a l l e g e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  d e fe n d a n ts  
w ere p e r m i t t e d  th e  c o n t in u e d  u s e  o f  t h e  m anse a n d  h o u se  o f  w o rsh ip  t h e  
p l a i n t i f f s  w ou ld  s u f f e r  " i r r e p a r a b l e  i n j u r y . "  An i n j u n c t i o n  was t h e r e ­
f o r e  dem anded
r e s t r a i n i n g  d e fe n d a n ts  from  i n  any  m anner i n t e r f e r i n g  w i th  o r  
m o le s t in g  th e  p a s t o r s ,  e l d e r s ,  d e a c o n s , c h u rc h  members o r  
o t h e r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a g e n c ie s  who a d h e re  a n d  r e c o g n iz e  s a i d
2k2
u n i t e d  c h u rc h  and  p l a i n t i f f s  i n  th e  u s e ,  e n jo y m e n t, p o s s e s ­
s io n  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  ab o v e  s e t  o u t . ^ 2
The d e fe n d a n ts  i n  t u r n  f i l e d  a  d em u rre r t o  t h i s  b i l l .  I n  t h e i r  
in s t r u m e n t  t h e  d e fe n d a n ts  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r ty  was o r i g i n a l l y  d e d i ­
c a t e d  an d  v a s  a t  t h a t  t im e  e m p lo y e d ,fo r  t h e  u se  o f  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  o f  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  C o r s ic a n a .  B eing  e l d e r s ,  d e a c o n s , 
a n d  t r u s t e e s  o f  s a i d  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  t h e s e  d e fe n d a n ts  h ad  t h e  e x c lu s iv e  
r i g h t  t o  c u s to d y  and  m anagem ent o f  th e  p r o p e r ty  i n  q u e s t io n .
I n  May, 1863 , 20 i n d i v i d u a l s  o r g a n iz e d  t h e  v o lu n ta r y  r e l i g i o u s
c o r p o r a t io n  knovn a s  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  C o r s ic a n a .
They th e n  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  f o l lo w in g  c o v e n a n t :
We f e e l i n g  w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  th e  g o s p e l ,  a c c o rd in g  a s  God an d  
H is p ro v id e n c e  may p r o s p e r  u s ,  and  d e s i r i n g  t o  have  t h e  o r d i ­
n a n c e s  o f  G o d 's  H ouse a d m in is te r e d  am ongst u s ,  a g re e  t o  a s s o ­
c i a t e  o u r s e lv e s  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  c o n g re g a t io n  o f  t h e  C um berland  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , t o  b e  known b y  t h e  name o f  C o rs ic a n a  
C o n g re g a t io n .
T h is  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  th e  a d h e r e n ts  f u r t h e r  n o te d ,  th e n  becam e s u b je c t  t o  
t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  T ehuacana  o f  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch . 
T h rough  v i c i s s i t u d e s  a n d  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  s in c e  t h a t  d a t e ,  t h e  c h u rc h  
o f f i c e r s  an d  com m unicants i n  s u c c e s s io n  h ave  i n d i v i d u a l l y  an d  c o l l e c ­
t i v e l y  a d h e re d  t o  th e  p e c u l i a r  t e n e t s ,  d o c t r i n e s ,  an d  p o l i t y  o f  th e  
in d e p e n d e n t C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n .
The l o t  an d  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  on w h ich  th e  c h u rc h  an d  m anse, o r  
p a r s o n a g e ,  w ere c o n s t r u c t e d  w ere  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  c o n g re g a t io n  f o r
^ T h i r d  Amended P e t i t i o n ,  6838  P .  K. D rane, e t  a l  v .  J .  Y.
B a te s ,  e t  a l ,  1 8 . I n  (C o u n ty  C le r k ’s  O f f ic e ,  N av a rro  C oun ty  C o u r t­
h o u s e , C o rs ic a n a ,  T e x a s ) .
2k3
t h e i r  u s e  an d  b e n e f i t  " e x c lu s iv e  o f  a l l  o th e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  o r g a n iz a ­
t i o n s ,  c h u rc h e s  an d  r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m in a tio n s ."  T h is  was t h e  p r o p e r ty  
a d m in is te r e d  b y  t h e  t r u s t e e s  a n d  e x e c u t iv e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  
■who t h e  d e fe n d a n ts  c la im e d  t o  b e .
F u r th e rm o re , t h e  a l l e g e d  u n io n  b e tw een  t h e  C um berland  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch  an d  th e  " n o r th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch" was f r a u d u le n t  
b e c a u se  t h e  C um berland G e n e ra l A ssem bly  h ad  no : a u th o r i t y  u n d e r  th e  c o n ­
s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  t o  e f f e c t  su c h  a  m e rg e r . T h a t b e in g  th e  
c a s e ,  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  com m un ican ts , an d  p r o p e r ty  Of t h e  C o rs ic a n a  C o n g re­
g a t i o n  w ere n o t  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  t h e  s a i d  " n o r th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rc h ."  
I n s t e a d  t h a t  c o n g re g a t io n  re m a in e d  s u b je c t  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  
in d e p e n d e n t C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . F i n a l l y ,  t h e  c o m p la in a n ts  
b y  t r a n s f e r r i n g  th e m s e lv e s  i n t o  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  s e v e re d  a l l  co n ­
n e c t io n  w ith  t h e  C o rs ic a n a  c o n g re g a t io n  an d  s u r r e n d e r e d  a l l  r i g h t s  an d  
p r i v i l e g e s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y . ^
A lth o u g h  th e  b r i e f s  w ere s u b m it te d  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1906 , ju d g ­
m ent was n o t  r e n d e r e d  u n t i l  May, 1 9 1 2 . A t t h a t  t im e  b o th  p a r t i e s  r e p r e ­
s e n te d  b y  c o u n s e l  a p p e a re d  in  t h e  c o u r tro o m . W aiving  t h e  r i g h t  o f  a 
j u r y  t r i a l ,  t h e  l i t i g a n t s  a g re e d  t o  a b id e  b y  th e  d e c i s io n  o f  t h e  ju d g e .  
W ith o u t e n u m e ra tin g  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  ju d g m en t, he d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  
c o m p la in a n ts  s h o u ld  r e c e iv e  from  th e  d e fe n d a n ts  a l l  t h e  p r o p e r ty  an d  
b u i ld in g s  th e n  o c c u p ie d  by  J .  Y. B a te s  and  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s . ^
^ O r i g i n a l  A nsw er, 6838  F . H. D ra n e ,e t  a l  v .  J .  Y. B a te s , e t  a l . 
^ J u d g m e n t  6838 ,  F . N. D ran e , e t  a l  v .  J .  Y. B a te s ,  e t  a l .
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Both, p r o -  an d  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  t a c i t l y  a g r e e d ,  how ever, t h a t  a 
s u i t  f i l e d  i n  M arion  C ounty  o v e r  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  in  J e f f e r s o n  w ould  h e  a t e s t  c a s e .  The p l a i n t i f f s  w ere th e  mem­
ber's  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  a d h e r in g  t o  t h e  r e o r g a n iz e d  C um berland  C hurch . 
A cco rd in g  t o  t h e i r  b r i e f  G. W. Brown an d  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s ,  c la im in g  t o  be 
t h e  s e s s i o n  an d  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch o f  th e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n , in v a d e d  th e  c h u rc h  g ro u n d s .  A s s e r t in g  t h a t  th e  
d e fe n d a n ts  h a d  no f u r t h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  p r o p e r ty ,  th e  
p l a i n t i f f s  "b y  f o r c e "  e j e c t e d  them  from  th e  c h u rc h  g ro u n d s .  D enying  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch  a l l  u se  an d  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  p r o p e r ty ,  
t h e y  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  la n d  an d  b u i ld in g s  h ad  b een  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  th e  
" n o r th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rc h ,"  a n d  s a i d  p r o p e r ty  was b e in g  em ployed  
f o r  th e  s o le  u se  an d  b e n e f i t  o f  t h a t  " f o r e ig n "  r e l i g i o u s  b o d y .
The p l a i n t i f f s  f u r t h e r  c la im e d  t h a t  n o t  more th a n  20 members o f  
th e  J e f f e r s o n .C h u r c h  f a v o r e d  t h e  u n io n  w h ile  m ore th a n  30 w ere o p p o se d . 
Composing a  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  members o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  a s  w e l l ,  t h e  a n t i -  
u n i o n i s t s  dem anded t h e  managem ent o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty .
A lle g e d  d o c t r i n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  t h e  C um berland  an d  U .S .A . 
d e n o m in a tio n s  w ere c i t e d ,  a n d  th e  C o n fe s s io n s  o f  F a i t h  o f  b o th  c h u rc h e s  
w ere in t r o d u c e d  a s  e v id e n c e  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  t h e s e  r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  w ere 
b a s i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  c r e e d .  The i l l e g a l i t y  a n d  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  
o f  th e  u n io n  i t s e l f  w ere a l s o  c la im e d . F u r th e rm o re , t h e  c o m p la in a n ts  
a v e r r e d ,  "The P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch a d m its  N egroes on  a  f u l l  e q u a l i t y  o f  
m em bership  a n d  th e  C um berlands do n o t a d m it them  a t  a l l . "  The p l a i n ­
t i f f s  s a i d  t h a t  th e y  h ad  o f f e r e d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  some te m p o ra ry
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a rra n g e m e n t -with, th e  d e fe n d a n ts  a s  t o  th e  p o s s e s s io n  a n d  u se  o f  th e  
p r o p e r ty  u n t i l  l e g a l  o w n ersh ip  c o u ld  be  d e c id e d  by t h e  c o u r t s ,  b u t  th e
h-S
d e fe n d a n ts  h ad  r e f u s e d  a l l  su ch  o f f e r s . J
I n  t h e i r  d em u rre r  th e  d e fe n d a n ts  d e n ie d  any  f o r c i b l e  o r  u n la w ­
f u l  s e i z u r e  o f  t h e  house o f  w o rsh ip  and  m anse i n  q u e s t io n .  I n s t e a d  
th e y  c la im e d  t h a t  th e y  h a d  h ad  " q u ie t  and  p e a c e f u l  a n d  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  
a n d  la w fu l"  p o s s e s s io n  an d  u se  o f  them  a t  t h e  tim e  o f  a n d  b e f o r e  th e  
f i l i n g  o f  th e  c o m p la in a n ts ' b i l l .
T w en ty -sev en  o f  t h e  40 members o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  C hurch vowed 
t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  u n io n  i n  a  s ig n e d  p a p e r  in t r o d u c e d  a s  e v id e n c e .
I t  was o b v io u s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  c o m p la in a n ts  w ere n o t  u p h e ld  b y  a 
tw o - th i r d s  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  com m unicants o r  ev en  b y  a  m a j o r i t y .  I t  was 
e q u a l ly  f a l s e  t h a t  th e y  com posed a m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  s e s s i o n  o f  s a i d  c o n ­
g r e g a t io n .
T u rn in g  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  d o c t r i n e ,  t h e  d e f e n ­
d a n t s '  p a p e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  in  l 8 l 4  a d o p te d  i t s  
f i r s t  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h .  I n - c o m p i l in g .t h i s  c r e e d a l  s ta te m e n t  th e y  
l i f t e d  v e rb a t im  many c h a p te r s  from  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C o n fe s s io n .  O th e rs  
w ere m o d if ie d  t o  e x c lu d e  a l l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  p r e d e s t i n a ­
t i o n .  I n  1 8 8 2 ,th e  C um berland C o n fe s s io n  was a g a in  r e v i s e d  t o  in c o r p o ­
r a t e  o th e r  d o c t r i n a l  s ta te m e n ts  w h e re in  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  d i f f e r e d  from  th e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y t e r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n . By i t s
O r i g i n a l - P e t i t i o n ,  7 ^ 2 2 , W illia m  C la rk ,  e t  a l  v .  0 .  W!. Brown, 
e t  a l . I n  (C o u n ty  C l e r k 's  O f f ic e ,  M arion  C oun ty  C o u rth o u se , J e f f e r s o n ,  
T e x a s ) .
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r e v i s i o n s  o f  1902-1903 t h e  U .S .A . C hurch  a d o p te d  a l l  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  
s ta te m e n ts  o f  t h e  C um berland d e n o m in a tio n , so  t h a t  t h e  tw o C o n fe s s io n s  
o f  F a i t h  w ere e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  sam e.
The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  an d  f i n a l i t y  o f  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  o f  1903 
th r o u g h  I 9O6 o f  th e  G e n e ra l A sse m b lie s  o f  b o th  d e n o m in a tio n s  w ere 
c i t e d ,  an d  th e  d e fe n d a n ts  c la im e d  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l  c o u r t s  h ad  no r i g h t  t o  
c a l l  i n t o  q u e s t io n  th e  a c t i o n  ta k e n  in  r e f e r e n c e  t o  u n io n .  The d e m u rre r  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o th in g  i n  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  C um berland  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  t o  e x c lu d e  c o lo r e d  com m u n ican ts . M oreover, th e  
n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  h ad  a c c e p te d  a n  amendment p r o v id in g  f o r  s e p a r a t e  p r e s ­
b y t e r i e s  f o r  d i s p a r a t e  r a c e s  a n d  n a t i o n a l  g r o u p s .  As f o r  t h e  com pro­
m ise  a r ra n g e m e n ts  s u g g e s te d  b y  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s ,  t h e  d e fe n d a n ts  d e c la r e d  
t h a t  t h e s e  p r o p o s a ls  w ere  n o t  w i th in  th e  d e f e n d a n ts 1 pow er t o  
r e c o g n i z e . ^
The H o n o rab le  P .  A. T u rn e r ,  t h e  ju d g e  p r e s id in g  o v e r  t h e  5 th  
j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  o f  M arion  C o un ty , r e n d e r e d  judgm en t i n  J a n u a r y ,  1907* 
T h a t w o rth y  a rg u e d  a s  f o l l o w s :
1 . I n  May, 1906 , th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  e a c h  c h u rc h  
d e c la r e d  t h a t  u n io n  h ad  b e e n  e f f e c t e d .  I n  my o p in io n ,  w h e th e r  
o r  n o t  u n io n  had  b e e n  a c c o m p lish e d , i s  an  e c c l e s i a s t i c  q u e s ­
t i o n .  The h ig h e s t  a u t h o r i t y  i n  e a c h  c h u rc h  so  h e l d .  T h is  i s  
b in d in g  o n '.th e  c i v i l  c o u r t s .  I f  I  s h o u ld  b e  m is ta k e n  in  t h i s ,  
th e n  I  h o ld  t h a t  u n io n  has  b e e n  e f f e c t e d  r e g u l a r l y ,  l e g a l l y  
an d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  p ro c e d u re  o f  e a c h  c h u rc h .
2 .  The C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch d id  n o t  h o ld  t h i s  
p r o p e r ty  i n  t r u s t  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  p ro p a g a t in g  a n y  p a r t i c u ­
l a r  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h .
^ D e m u r r e r ,  7^2 2 , W illia m  C la rk ,  e t  a l ,  v .  G. W. Brown, e t  a l .
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3* I f  I  am m is ta k e n  i n  th e  s e c o n d  c o n c lu s io n ,  o f  law  an d  
i f  i t  d id  h o ld  t h i s  p r o p e r ty  i n  t r u s t  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  p ro p a ­
g a t i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ,  th e n  I  h o ld ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  s u c h  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  t h e  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h  o f  t h e  tw o 
c h u rc h e s  t h a t  i t s  a d o p t io n  o f  th e  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h  o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica  i s  n o t  su c h  
a  r a d i c a l  change o f  i t s  C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h  a s  t o  o p e r a t e  a 
d iv e r s i o n  o f  s a i d  t r u s t  p r o p e r ty  an d  a f o r f e i t u r e  o f  t h e  sam e.
4 .  I  h o ld  t h a t  t h e  u n i t e d  c h u rc h , th e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch  
i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , i s  t h e  l e g a l  s u c c e s s o r  o f  t h e  
C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , an d  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  p o s s e s ­
s io n  o f  t h i s  p r o p e r ty .
5 .  The P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  
A m erica , b e in g  in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  s a i d  p r o p e r ty  th ro u g h  th e  
d e f e n d a n ts ,  a n d  b e in g  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  sam e, judgm ent i s  r e n ­
d e re d  f o r  d e f e n d a n ts .^ 7
U n w illin g  t o  a c c e p t  d e f e a t ,  th e  d e f e n d a n ts ,  W illia m  C la rk  a n d  
a s s o c i a t e s ,  a p p e a le d  th e  judgm ent t o  t h e  c o u r t  o f  c i v i l  a p p e a ls  o f  t h e  
6t h  Suprem e J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  o f  T e x a s . A f t e r  h e a r in g  t h e  e v id e n c e ,  th e  
c o u r t  r e v e r s e d  th e  d e c i s i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s .  0
The U .S .A . r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w e re , how ever, no m ore w i l l i n g  t o  
a c c e p t  t h i s  d e c i s io n  th a n  th e  C um b erlan d ers  h ad  b een  t o  su b m it t o  t h e  
f i r s t  judgm en t and  a p p e a le d  i t  t o  t h e  T exas Suprem e C o u r t .  H aving 
h e a rd  a l l  t h e  a rg u m e n ts  p r e s e n te d  b y  b o th  p a r t i e s ,  t h a t  Suprem e t r i b u ­
n a l  r e n d e r e d  i t s  judgm en t on  M arch 3> 1909*
The f i r s t  q u e s t io n  r a i s e d  b y  t h e  d e fe n d a n ts  was w h e th e r  t h e  
G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  h a d  a u t h o r i t y  
u n d e r  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  consum m ate t h e  u n io n  w i th  t h e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C h u rch . The a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  W e s tm in s te r
^ E d i t o r s ,  "The D e c is io n  in  t h e  J e f f e r s o n ,  T ex a s , S u i t , "
The C um berland  B an n er, I I I  (F e b ru a ry  8 , I 9 0 7 ) ,  1 .
W i l l i a m  C la r k ,  e t  a l  v .  G. W. Brown, e t  a l ,  108 S W ^ 2 1 , 1186 .
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C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h  was so  a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  t h e  C um berland  C o n fe s s io n  o f  
F a i t h  t h a t  u n io n  was im p o s s ib le .  To t h i s  t h e  c o u r t  re sp o n d e d  t h a t  t h e  
C um berland  C o n s t i t u t i o n  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  tw o - th i r d s  o f  t h e  Cumber­
l a n d  p r e s b y t e r i e s  h ad  th e  a u t h o r i t y  to  a d o p t a  new C o n fe s s io n  o f  F a i t h ,  
a n d  th e  d e c i s io n  o f  th e s e  j u d i c a t o r i e s  was b in d in g  on  th e  c i v i l  c o u r t s .
The d e fe n d a n ts  f u r t h e r  a v e r r e d  t h a t  t h e  m e rg e r was i l l e g a l  
b e c a u se  t h e  C um berland C o n s t i t u t i o n  g ave  th e  j u d i c a t o r i e s  o f  th e  c h u rc h  
no s p e c i f i c  pow er t o  e f f e c t  a  u n io n  w i th  a n o th e r  r e l i g i o u s  b o d y . To 
s u p p o r t  t h i s  v iew  a  p r o v i s io n  o f  t h a t  docum ent was c i t e d :  " th e  j u r i s ­
d i c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c o u r ts  i s  l i m i t e d  b y  t h e  e x p re s s  p r o v i s io n  o f  th e  c o n ­
s t i t u t i o n . "  The c o u r t  i n  t u r n  a rg u e d  t h a t  i t  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  p r o v i s io n  
o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  mean t h a t  t h e  pow ers an d  p r e r o g a t iv e s  o f  th e  
v a r io u s  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  s h o u ld  b e  d e f in e d  c l e a r l y  so  t h a t  t h e r e  w ould  be  
no o v e r la p p in g  o f  a u t h o r i t y .  B ut i t  w ould  b e  a  " s t r a i n e d  a n d  u n n a tu r a l  
c o n s t r u c t io n "  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h a t  docum ent t o  mean t h a t  t h e  j u d i c a t o r i e s  
h ad  t o  have t h e  e x p re s s  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  e v e ry  a c t i o n  
t a k e n  b y  th e m . I n  la n g u a g e  c u r io u s l y  r e m in is c e n t  o f  t h a t  u s e d  i n  
A le x a n d e r  H a m il to n 's  r e p o r t  o n  th e  n a t i o n a l  b a n k , th e  c o u r t  s t a t e d :
I t  i s  e le m e n ta ry  t h a t  t h e  g r a n t  o f  s p e c i f i c  pow er t h e  im p o s i­
t i o n  o f  a d e f i n i t e  d u ty  upon a n y  p e r s o n  o r  c o u r t  c o n f e r s  by  
im p l i c a t i o n  th e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  do w h a te v e r  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  
t o  e x e c u te  t h e  pow er c o n f e r r e d  o r  t o  p e r fo rm  t h e  d u ty  im p o sed  
a n d  t h e  im p lie d  pow er i s  a s  much a p a r t  o f  t h a t  s t a t u t e  a s  i f  
i t  w ere g iv e n  i n t o  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  a c t  i t s e l f .
C i t in g  th e  v a s t  pow ers c o n f e r r e d  upon th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  b y  th e  Cum­
b e r la n d  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  ju d g e s  d e c la r e d  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  
body  b e in g  " th e  em bodim ent a n d  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  s o v e re ig n  pow er o f  th e
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w hole c h u rc h "  h ad  am ple pow er t o  ta k e  w h a te v e r  a c t i o n  was deemed n e c e s ­
s a r y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  a s  a  w h o le . As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  h a d  f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e f f e c t  a u n io n  w i th  a n o th e r  r e l i g i o u s  
b o d y , an d  t h i s  a c t i o n  was n o t s u b je c t  t o  re v ie w  by  t h e  c i v i l  c o u r t s .
I n  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  c o n te n t io n  t h a t  th e  m e rg e r was 
i n v a l i d ,  th e  d e fe n d a n ts  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  p e r ­
m i t t e d  N egroes u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  t o  a t t e n d  an d  ta k e  p a r t  i n  
i t s  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  a n d  p u b l i c  m e e t in g s ,  w h ile  t h e  r u l e s  an d  r e g u la t i o n s  
o f  t h e  C um berland  C hurch  e x c lu d e d  t h i s  r a c e  from  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s .  How­
e v e r ,  t h e  Suprem e C o u rt s t a t e d ,  t h a t  t h i s  was a n o th e r  m a t te r  f o r  e x c lu ­
s i v e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n . 
The i s s u e  h a v in g  b e e n  a d j u s t e d  b y  t h a t  j u d i c a t o r y  a c c o rd in g  t o  i t s  b e s t  
ju d g m e n t, t h e  m a t t e r  was l i k e w is e  beyond  t h e  pow er o f  th e  c i v i l  c o u r t s  
t o  r e v i s e .
.T he a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  r a i s e d  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  o w n e rsh ip  o f  th e  
p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . T h is  was t h e  
o n ly  i s s u e  o v e r  w h ich  i t  h ad  a n y  r e a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  The c o u r t  n o te d  
t h a t  t h e  d eed  f o r  t h e  la n d  a c q u i r e d  b y  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  o f  J e f f e r s o n  was made o u t  t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n .
The J e f f e r s o n  C hurch  f u r n i s h e d  an d  p a i d  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r ty  i n  q u e s t io n  i n  
t h e  r e g u l a r  way o f  b u s in e s s ,  and  t h e r e  was no e x p r e s s e d  o r  im p lie d  
t r u s t  i n  t h e  t i t l e .  The t r i b u n a l  n a t u r a l l y  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  d eed  
s t i l l  b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  c h u rc h  t o  w h ich  i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  s ig n e d  o v e r ,  
an d  " w h a te v e r  body  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  b e in g  th e  c h u rc h  t o  w h ich  t h e  deed  
was made s t i l l  h o ld s  th e  t i t l e . "
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The J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  -was a  com ponent p a r t  o f  a  
l a r g e r  and  m ore im p o r ta n t  r e l i g i o u s  b o d y , known a s  t h e  C um berland  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C hurch , and  t h i s  l o c a l  c o n g re g a t io n  was b o und  by  t h e  o rd e r s  
an d  ju d g m en ts  o f  t h e  h ig h e r  c h u rc h  c o u r t s  o f  th e  d e n o m in a tio n . Not 
b e in g  d i s o r g a n iz e d  by  t h e  u n io n , t h e  J e f f e r s o n  C hurch  l o s t  n o th in g  b u t  
t h e  w ord  "C um berland" from  i t s  nam e. B eing  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  
C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , t h e  J e f f e r s o n  c o n g re g a t io n  becam e 
in c o r p o r a te d  i n t o  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A ,,  upon consum m ation  o f  
th e  u n io n .  T h e r e f o re ,  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  an d  a l l  t h o s e  who r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  
m e rg e r w ere e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  fo rm e r  C um berland  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C h u rch . The T exas Suprem e C o u rt r e v e r s e d  th e  judg m en t o f  t h e  
C o u rt o f  C i v i l  A p p ea ls  an d  a f f i r m e d  th e  d e c i s io n  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t .  
The c o u r t  aw ard ed  th e  p r o - u n i o n i s t s  t i t l e  t o  a l l  c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty  an d  
a u t h o r i z e d  them  t o  c o l l e c t  a l l  c o u r t  c o s t s  from  t h e  d ism ayed  
d e f e n d a n t s .^9
T h is  s u i t ,  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  b o th  p a r t i e s  a s  a  t e s t  c a s e  f o r  a l l  
o th e r  l i t i g a t i o n  begun  i n  T e x a s , s e t t l e d  beyond  d i s p u te  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  
p r o p e r t y  o w n e rsh ip . C u m b erlan d ers  th e n  h a d  no r e c o u r s e  b u t  t o  th ro w  
th e m s e lv e s  on t h e  m ercy  o f  t h e i r  U .S .A . b r e th r e n  i n  th e  d i s p o s a l  o f  
p r o p e r ty  t i t l e s .
The o f f i c i a l  c h r o n i c l e r  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b u rd e n  o f  ex p en se  o f  t h i s  l i t i g a t i o n  f o r
W . B r o w n ,  e t  a l  v .  W illia m  C l a r k ,  e t  a l ,  1 0 2  Tex 323; 116
s  w 360 (1 9 0 9 ).
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t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  was c a r r i e d  b y  one member o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  
W. B . W ard. D e m o ra lized  b y  t h i s  b i t t e r  c o n f l i c t  a n d  p r o t r a c t e d  l i t i g a ­
t i o n ,  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  h ad  d w in d le d  c o n s id e r a b ly .  M ost o f  t h e  a f f l u e n t  
com m unicants l e f t  t h e  c h u rc h , t h r u s t i n g  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o n to  
t h e  s h o u ld e r s  o f  one i n d i v i d u a l .
Upon c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h e  s u i t ,  o p p o n e n ts  t o  t h e  u n io n  i n  t h e  f o r ­
m er c o n g re g a t io n  b u i l t  a  s e p a r a t e  c h u rc h  i n  J e f f e r s o n  on  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
Lyon and  D e lta  S t r e e t s ,  w here s e r v i c e s  w ere h e l d  f o r  a  num ber o f  y e a r s .  
The d e a th  o f  c h u rc h  l e a d e r s  re d u c e d  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  t o  a m ere h a n d f u l .  
When th e  c h u rc h  b u rn e d  no a t te m p t  was made t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  i t . - ^  The 
l e g a l  s t r u g g le  i n  T exas was d u p l i c a t e d  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  o f  th e  u n io n .  
A l to g e th e r ,  s u i t s  w ere i n s t i t u t e d  i n  12 s t a t e s . The p r i n c i p a l  c a s e s  
w e re :
GEORGIA: Mack v s .  Kime, 129 G&*, 1* A ug. 9 ,  1907*
KENTUCKY: W allac e  v s .  H ughes, 131 K y ., 4 4 5 . J a n .  21 , 1909-
TEXAS: Brown v s . C la rk ,  102 T e x . ,  323* M arch 3 , 1909*
TENNESSEE: L a n d r i th  v s .  H u d g in s , 121 T e n n .,  55^* A p r i l  3;
1909 .
MISSOURI: B oy les  v s .  R o b e r ts ,  222 M o., 6 1 3 . Ju n e  8 , 1909*
CALIFORNIA: P erm anen t C om m ittee on M is s io n s ,  P a c i f i c  Synod o f
C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  v s .  P a c i f i c  Synod P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A . ,  157 C a l . ,  1 0 5 . D ec. 2 4 , 1909*
INDIANA: Ramsey v s .  H ic k s , l j 4  I n d . ,  4 2 8 . M arch 31* 1910 .
ILLINOIS: F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , L in c o ln ,  v s .  F i r s t  Cum­
b e r l a n d  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , L in c o ln ,  245 1 1 1 . ,  7 4 .
A p r i l  21 , 1 910 .
ARKANSAS: S an d e rs  v s . B a g g e r ly ,  96 A r k . , 117* J u l y  1 1 , 1 910 .
ALABAMA: H a r r is  v s . C osby, 173 A l a . ,  8 l .  F e b . 2 ,  1911 .
M ISSISSIPPI: C a ru th e r s  v s . M o se ley , 99 M is s . ,  6 j l ,  Ju n e  12 ,
1911 .
5 ^ J .  A. R . M o se ley , H is to r y  o f  th e  J e f f e r s o n  C hurch  ( A u s t in :  
T exas S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  19^-6), 2 0 .
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O K L A H O M A : F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  U . S . A . ,  W a g o n e r ,  v s .
C u m b e r l a n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  W a g o n e r ,  3^- O k l a , ,  5 0 3 »
Ju n e  1 5 , 1 9 1 2 .
W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  d e c i s i o n s  i n  M i s s o u r i  a n d  T e n n e s s e e ,  t h e s e  s u i t s
<51
w e r e  a j u d l c a t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  U . S . A .  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h . ^
I n e v i t a b l y  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  $ 7 * 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  
p r o p e r t y  w a s  c a r r i e d  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t s  t o  f e d e r a l  t r i b u n a l s .  T h e  
B u i t  t h a t  f i n a l l y  r e a c h e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  w a s  f i r s t  
k n o w n  a s  t h e  " C o l l e g e  C a s e , " i t s  o f f i c i a l  n a m e  b e i n g  T h e  S y n o d  o f  
K a n s a s  v .  M i s s o u r i  V a l l e y  C o l l e g e .  I t  w a s  f i l e d  i n  a  l o w e r  f e d e r a l  
c o u r t  i n  M i s s o u r i  b y  J a m e s  M . B a r k l e y  a n d  W i l l i a m  H .  R o b e r t s ,  m o d e r a t o r  
a n d  s t a t e d  c l e r k ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y  o f  t h e  U . S . A .  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ,  t o  o b t a i n  
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  C u m b e r l a n d  C h u r c h  a t  M o u n t  C a r m e l ,  M i s s o u r i ,  a n d  M i s ­
s o u r i  V a l l e y  C o l l e g e .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  i t  w a s  o f f i ­
c i a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  S h e p h e r d  v .  B a r k l e y ,  b u t  i s  c o m m o n l y  c a l l e d  t h e  
" c h u r c h  c a s e . "
O n  M a y  6 ,  1 9 1 8 ,  t h e  c o u r t  h a n d e d  d o w n  i t s  d e c i s i o n .  I t  d e c l a r e d  
t h a t  t h e  p o w e r  o f  o n e  c h u r c h  t o  u n i t e  w i t h  a n o t h e r  w a s  i n h e r e n t  i n  s o v ­
e r e i g n t y ,  a n d  t h a t  i n  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  s y s t e m  o f  c h u r c h  g o v e r n m e n t  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  d i d  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  w h o  
m i g h t  b e  u s i n g  i t ,  b u t  w a s  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c h u r c h  a n d  w a s  
u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y .  A s  a  c o n s e ­
q u e n c e ,  t h e  u n i o n  w a s  v a l i d ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  f o r m e r
^ M in u te s  o f  May 29 , 191^+, M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, Hew S e r . ,  XIV (191*0 , 23 5 .
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C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch , U.S.A.52
The a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  w ere overw helm ed  b y  t h i s  f i n a l  d e f e a t .  T h is  
d e c i s i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  r e v e r s e d  th e  p r i o r  d e c i s io n s  t h a t  h a d  f a v o r e d  th e  
C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  who w ere now t h r e a t e n e d  w i th  t h e  l o s s  o f  th e  
few  p r o p e r ty  h o ld in g s  th e y  h a d  th o u g h t  w ere  s e c u r e .
The o b je c t  o f  one o f  t h e  m ost p r o t r a c t e d  s u i t s  was t h e  p o s s e s ­
s io n  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  P u b l is h in g  H ouse. I t s  v a lu e  i n  
1909 "was e s t im a te d  a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  $2 63 , 0 0 0 .^ 3  A f t e r  t h e  u n io n  o f  th e  
tw o c h u rc h e s  i n  1906 , t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , U .S .A .,  to o k  p o s s e s s io n  
o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  an d  h e ld  i t  u n t i l  F e b ru a ry  1 2 , 1910 . A t t h a t  t im e  th e  
Suprem e C o u rt o f  T e n n e sse e , i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Z a re c o r ,  e t  a l  v .  P r o v in e s ,
e t  a l , aw ard ed  th e  p r o p e r ty  t o  t h e  C um berland  C h u r c h . ' The c a s e ,  now
s t y l e d  Helm v .  Z a re c o r ,  was a p p e a le d  b y  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  t o  t h e  f e d ­
e r a l  c o u r t s .  S in c e  t h e  p l a n t  was in c o r p o r a te d  u n d e r  t h e  law s o f  th e  
s t a t e  o f  T e n n e ss e e , t h e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  r e f u s e d  t o  h e a r  th e  
c a s e  on th e  g ro u n d s  o f  d o u b t f u l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .^5  The q u e s t io n  o f  j u r i s ­
d i c t i o n  came b e f o r e  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Suprem e C o u r t .  On November 6 , 
1911 , J u s t i c e  C h a r le s  Evans Hughes h an d ed  down th e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e
^ S h e p h e r d  v .  B a r k l e y  2 k j  U S  1 , 3 8  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  R e p .  4 2 2 .
62 Law e d .  939 (1 9 1 7 ) .
' - ’A ppend ix  I I I ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l  A ssem bly  o f  t h e  Cumber­
la n d  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  (1 9 1 0 ) , 90»
^ A p p e n d ix  I I I ,  i b i d . ,  8 0 -8 1 .
^ A p p e n d ix  I I I ,  i b i d . ,  8 2 .
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c a s e  t r a n s c e n d e d  s t a t e  b o u n d a r ie s ,  b e c a u se  i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n t e r e s t s  an d  
c la im s  o f  t h e  tw o c h u rc h e s  w hich  e x te n d e d  o v e r  many s t a t e s . ^  The c a se  
■was once  a g a in  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  C o u rt i n  N ash­
v i l l e  f o r  a j u d i c a t i o n .  T h a t c o u r t ,  o n  J u l y  2 4 , 1913> g av e  th e  f i n a l
57d e c i s i o n ,  a w ard in g  th e  p r o p e r ty  t o  t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . 1
The la m e n ts  o f  t h e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n s  a s  th e y  r e e l e d  from  
one blow  a f t e r  a n o th e r  w ere  p i t e o u s .  The R ev . Mr. R. N. W hite  n o te d  
t h a t  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r ia n s  w ere c h a rg in g  C u m b erlan d ers  w i th  s t i r r i n g  up 
a  f u s s  o v e r  th e  u n io n .  T h is  rem in d ed  him  o f  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  he h ad  had  
some y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  W hile  w a lk in g  down a r o a d  i n  T exas one summer day 
he h e a rd  a  cow h id d e n  b y  a n  in t e r v e n in g  h i l l ,  b a w lin g  a t  a  t e r r i f i c  
r a t e .  Upon c lim b in g  th e  h i l l  th e  m i n i s t e r  saw t h a t  t h e  cow was s t a n d ­
in g  o v e r  h e r  young c a l f  a n d  f i g h t i n g  o f f  a f l o c k  o f  v u l t u r e s  t h a t  w ere 
t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  i t . I f  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  w ere b a w lin g  d o l e f u l l y ,  
i t  was b e c a u s e  U .S .A . b u z z a rd s  w ere t r y i n g  t o  pounce on t h e i r  p r o p e r t y . 5® 
I n  May, 1909 , a s p e c i a l  com m ittee  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
A u s t in  o f  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  on a  c o n f l i c t  a r i s i n g  o v e r  t h e  d i s p o ­
s a l  o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  S econd , o r  G race , P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n
l
A u s t in  w h ich  was f o r m e r ly  t h e  C um berland C h u rch . T h is  f iv e -m a n  g ro u p
^ F r a n k  H agerm an, I n  th e  Suprem e C o u rt o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
(p a m p h le t) ,  6 l .  I n  c h u rc h  p a p e rs  (Memphis T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  
L ib r a r y ,  M em phis, T e n n e s s e e ) .
^ M in u te s  o f  May 2 1 -2 6 , 1914 , M in u tes  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  
o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  ( l 9 l 4 ) ,  1^6.
Venus, Texas Cumberland, A p r il  1 , 1907 .
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h a d  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s b y t e r y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d  r e p o r t  a t  a  p r o  r e  n a t a  m e e t i n g  o n  
t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A t  t h i s  s p e c i a l l y  c a l l e d  m e e t i n g  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i c a n t s  o f  t h a t  
h o u s e  o f  w o r s h i p  w e r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  o p p o s i n g  c a m p s . O n e  f a c t i o n ,  
l e d  b y  E l d e r  J .  H .  G i l l e s p i e ,  J o h n  W . H o r n s b y ,  N .  J .  C l a n c y ,  a n d  G .  M .  
B y n u m ,  f a v o r e d  u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h ,  U . S . A . ,  o f  A u s t i n .  T h e y  a l s o  f a v o r e d  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  l o t  o n  
w h i c h  w e r e  e r e c t e d  t h e  h o u s e  o f  w o r s h i p  a n d  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s .  T h i s  l a n d  
w a s  l o c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h ,  U . S . A .  P r o c e e d s  o f  t h e  s a l e  s h o u l d  t h e n  b e  t a k e n  b y  t h a t  p a r t y  
w i t h  i t  i n t o  i t s  u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  U . S . A .  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  T h e y  b e l i e v e d  
' t h i s  m e r g e r  w a s  t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  d i s s e n s i o n  a n d  c o n f u s i o n  t h a t  
h a d  a r i s e n  w i t h i n  t h e  S e c o n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  A n o t h e r  
f a c t i o n ,  l e d  b y  a n  E l d e r  P .  G .  D i s m u k e s  a n d  D e a c o n  C .  P .  L e d b e t t e r ,  
o p p o s e d  b o t h  t h e  u n i o n  a n d  t h e  s a l e .  W i s h i n g  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  c o n ­
t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  S e c o n d ,  o r  G r a c e ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  t h e y  
w a n t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  o l d  h o u s e  o f  w o r s h i p .
F a c e d  b y  t h i s  p r o b l e m ,  t h e  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  u n a n i m o u s l y  r e c o m ­
m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s b y t e r y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  S e c o n d  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  a n d  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
w h o  w i s h e d  t o  d o  s o  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  C u m ­
b e r l a n d  d e n o m i n a t i o n .  T h e  l o t  a n d  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  s h o u l d  b e  s o l d  a n d  t h e  
p r o c e e d s  d i v i d e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p l a n :  1 5  p e r  c e n t  s h o u l d
f o l lo w  th o se  who u n ite d  w ith  th e  F ir s t  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church and sh o u ld
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"be p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  B o ard  o f  T r u s te e s  o f  th e  U .S .A . 
C hurch , an d  70 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  money s h o u ld  he  s e t  a s id e  f o r  t h e  u se  
a n d  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  com m unicants who w ish e d  t o  p e r p e t u a te  th e  S econd , 
o r  G race , P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . The co m m ittee  f u r t h e r  recom m ended t h a t  
t h e  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  p u rc h a s e  a l o t  an d  e r e c t  a  ho u se  o f  w o rsh ip  a t  some 
s i t e  s u i t a b l e  t o  th e m . U n t i l  c o m p le tio n  o f  t h e i r  c h u rc h  b u i l d in g ,  th e y  
w ere  welcom e t o  u se  t h e  ho u se  o f  w o rsh ip  o f  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch . F u r th e r ,  t h e  R ev . M r. E . B. W rig h t , p a s t o r  o f  th e  F i r s t  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C hurch , w ould  s e r v e  a s  a c t i n g  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  G race P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  u n t i l  i t s  members an d  s e s s io n  c h o se  a n o th e r  m i n i s t e r .  The P r e s ­
b y te r y  a c c e p te d  th e  recom m en d atio n s  o f  i t s  c o m m itte e , an d  t h e  m a t t e r
59was b e l i e v e d  c l o s e d .
On th e  s u r f a c e ,  t h i s  w ould  a p p e a r  t o  h av e  b e e n  a  f a i r  an d  
e q u i t a b l e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p ro b le m , f o r  i t  was n o t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  t o  g iv e  an y  s h a re  o f  th e  re v e n u e  from  th e  s a l e  t o  
t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n s  u n le s s  th e y  ch o se  t o  do s o .  A c tin g  i n  
a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h i s  p la n ,  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , on  J u l y  4 ,  
1909.> e n r o l l e d  36 members o f  t h e  fo rm e r  G race P r e s b y te r i a n  Church.^0 
— - U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  when th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  a s se m b le d  i n  Sep tem ­
b e r ,  1909 , a n o th e r  r e p o r t  was made t o  t h a t  body  c o n c e rn in g  th e  p ro b lem
59M in u te s  o f  May 1 1 , 1909 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  A u s t in  
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 7 / ' 1 2 6 -3 0 . I n  c h u rc h  
p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San  A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
^ M in u te s  o f  J u ly  b ,  1909 , "M inutes o f  th e  F i r s t  P r e sb y te r ia n
Church, USA, o f  A u s t in , 1907 -1 9 2 0 ,"  6 3 . In  church  papers ( F i r s t  P r e s ­
b y te r ia n  Church, A u s t in , T ex a s) .
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o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . The r u l i n g  e l d e r s  o f  t h a t  c h u rc h  
h a d  h e ld  a  c a l l e d  m e e tin g  t o  im plem en t t h e  p la n  f ra m e d  by  t h e  A u s t in  
j u d i c a t o r y  a n d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  t o  t h e  F i r s t  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch . A t t h i s  a s s e m b ly , R u lin g  E ld e r  P .  G. D ism ukes 
a t te m p te d  t o  i n t im i d a t e  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  G race P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
b y  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  go i n t o  c i v i l  c o u r t  i f  t r u s t e e s  H orn sb y , C la n c y , an d  
Bynum d id  n o t  im m e d ia te ly  r e s i g n  t h e i r  o f f i c e s .  I n  t h e  -wrangle t h a t  
fo l lo w e d ,  E ld e r  D ism ukes a c c u s e d  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  
a t te m p t in g  t o  s t e a l  th e  p r o p e r t y  o f  th e  G race  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h urch . As 
te m p e rs  b la z e d ,  S h e r i f f  G eorge M atthew s o f  T ra v is  C oun ty  a r r i v e d .  A c t­
in g  f o r  E ld e r  D ism ukes an d  o t h e r s ,  he s e r v e d  p a p e r s  on  th e  members o f  
t h e  B oard  o f  T r u s te e s ,  dem anding t h a t  t h e y  a p p e a r  in  D i s t r i c t  C o u rt t o  
g iv e  r e a s o n  why th e y  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  p r e v e n te d  from  t r a n s f e r r i n g  th e  
p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  Second  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  t o  th e  B o ard  o f  T r u s te e s  o f  
t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  A u s t in .  T h is  s u i t ,  known a s  25892 ,
P .  G. D ism ukes, e t  a l  v .  J .  W. H ornsby , e t  a l  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u rt o f  
T r a v is  C o un ty , 2 6 th  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  was s t i l l  p e n d in g  when t h e  p r e s ­
b y te r y  m e t . ^
The a n g ry  p r e s b y te r y  th e n  r e s o lv e d  t o  d i s s o lv e  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  
o f  t h e  S econd , o r  G race , P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , s a i d  d i s s o l u t i o n  t o  ta k e  
p l a c e  on O c to b e r  1 , 1909 • The s e s s i o n  o f  th e  fo rm e r  C um berland C hurch  
was d i r e c t e d  t o  n o t i f y  a l l  members o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  o f  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n
^ M in u te s  o f  Septem ber 8 , 1909> "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
A u s t in  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, 1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 7 /'  13^--37*
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a n d  t o  s u p p ly  them  w i th  l e t t e r s  o f  d i s m is s io n  t o  w h a te v e r  c h u rc h  th e y  
w ish e d  t o  j o i n .  The p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  l a t e  G race P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
s h o u ld  b e  s o ld  an d  t h e  p ro c e e d s  u s e d  s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  c h u rc h e s  
e n r o l l e d  i n  th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y t e r y . ^
When th e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  g a th e r e d  f o r  a n o th e r  m e e tin g  in  
N ovem ber, 1909> th e y  d o u b t le s s  b e l i e v e d  t h e  books w ere  c lo s e d  on th e  
s u b je c t  o f  th e  S econd  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  A u s t in .  To t h e i r  a la rm  
an d  d ism ay , M rs. P .  G. D ism ukes a n d  M rs. C. P . L e d b e t te r  a p p e a re d  and  
dem anded a  h e a r in g  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  G race P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . 
The e l d e r s  and  m i n i s t e r s  a d v is e d  t h e i r  u n i n v i t e d  g u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  G race 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  was " o f f i c i a l l y  unknown" t o  t h e  p r e s b y te r y .  W hile 
th e y  c o u ld  r e c a l l  t h a t  s u c h  a  c h u rc h  h ad  e x i s t e d  a t  one t im e ,  t h e y  t o l d  
th e  l a d i e s  t h a t  i t  was now o b l i t e r a t e d  from  th e  f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  When 
t h e  tw o women a p p e a re d  v e x e d  a t  t h i s  p ro n o u n cem en t, th e  members o f  t h e  
p r e s b y te r y  a d v i s e d  them  t h a t  w h ile  th e y  w ou ld  n o t r e c o g n iz e  them  as  
o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  n o n - e x i s t e n t  G race P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , 
th e y  w ere w i l l i n g  t o  p e rm it  t h e i r  v i s i t o r s  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  
v ie w s .
M rs. D ism ukes th e n  r e a d  from  a  p r e p a r e d  p a p e r  w h ich  sh e  f o l ­
low ed  b y  c e r t a i n  " re m a rk s"  a b o u t t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  g e n ­
e r a l  an d  t h e  members o f  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  T h ese  
" rem ark s"  w ere e v i d e n t l y  o f  so  s c o r c h in g  a  n a tu r e  t h a t  t h e  e l d e r s  and  
m i n i s t e r s  r e c e s s e d  th e  s e s s i o n  u n t i l  1 :3 0  t h a t  a f te r n o o n  an d  f l e d  fro m
62Ibid., Ikf.
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t h e  f i e l d  o f  c o n f l i c t .  Upon r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  b u i l d in g  a t  t h e  a p p o in te d
t im e ,  t h e  d is c o m f i te d  c l e r i c s  d is c o v e re d  t h a t  Mesdames D ism ukes an d
L e d b e t te r  w ere s t i l l  o ccu p y in g  th e  p r e m is e s .  S in c e  t h e  tw o women
a s s e r t e d  t h e i r  v ig o ro u s  d e te r m in a t io n  n o t  t o  e v a c u a te  t h e  cham ber i n
o r d e r  t o  p e rm i t  t h e  c h u rc h  b o d y  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a n  e x e c u t iv e  s e s s i o n ,  t h e
P r e s b y te r y  v o te d  t h a t  i t  was e x p e d ie n t  f o r  them  t o  re a s s e m b le  i n  t h e
s tu d io  o f  D r . M c C lin to c k . H aving r e a c h e d  th e  s a f e t y  o f  t h i s  r e f u g e ,
t h e  P r e s b y te r y  th e n  w ent i n t o  e x e c u t iv e  s e s s io n  an d  c o m p le te d  i t s
d e l i b e r a t i o n s .^ 3  E v e n tu a l ly  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n s  a g re e d  t o
d ro p  t h e i r  i n j u n c t i o n  s u i t ,  a n d  th e  p r o p e r ty  was e q u a l ly  d iv id e d
b e tw een  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , U .S .A .,  o f  A u s t in  an d  th e  Cum­
uli.b e r l a n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  H
The C um b erlan d ers  who r e f u s e d  t o  fo l lo w  th e  p r o p e r ty  i n t o  t h e  
u n io n  p a i d  a  h ig h  p r i c e  f o r  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n .  The G reg o ry  P r e s b y te r y ,  
l o c a t e d  i n  W est T e x a s , an d  one o f  t h e  few  in  w h ich  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  h e ld  
t h e  m a jo r i t y ,  i n  1909  p la c e d  th e  f o l lo w in g  s ta te m e n t  on  i t s  o f f i c i a l  
m in u te  b o o k :
As a  c h u rc h  we a r e  bou n d  b y  th e  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t io n s  so  t h a t  we 
can  hope t o  do b u t  l i t t l e  u n t i l  an  a l l  w ise  P ro v id e n c e  o v e r ­
r u l e s  (w h ich  we b e l i e v e  he w i l l )  i n  t h e  r i g h t  an d  we g e t  o u r  
p r o p e r ty  . . . fro m  t h e  U .S .A .’s . ^5
^ M in u te s  o f  November 4 ,  1909* i b i d . ,  155-57*
^ M in u te s  o f  M arch 1 8 , 1913; i b i d . ,  308 .
^ M in u te s  o f  A p r il  3 0 , 1909 , "Minutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
G regory o f  th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, from O ctober 2 , 1896 -
A p r il  3 0 , 1909,"  395*
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I n  T exas much th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  
C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  was t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e u n i t e d  c h u rc h .
A f t e r  1906 T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  and  t h e  T exas Fem ale S em in ary  w ere ta k e n  
o v e r  b y  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . F o r  some y e a r s  t h e  S h ep h e rd  Home was 
a d m in is te r e d  b y  t h e  tw o b o a r d s ,  one a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  
a n d  th e  o th e r  b y  th e  C um berland P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  A bout 1911 th e  n a t i o n a l  
c h u rc h  s o ld  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  S h ep h erd  Home a n d  t r a n s f e r r e d  a l l  th e  
p ro c e e d s  o f  th e  s a l e  i n t o  i t s  t r e a s u r y .  A lm ost w ith o u t  e x c e p t io n  a l l  
t h e  c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  an d  l a r g e r  tow ns o f  T exas was t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  t o  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A . O nly  a  few  s m a l l  c o u n t ry  c h u rc h e s
66w ere l e f t  t o  t h e  r e o r g a n iz e d  C um berland  C hurch .
The U .S .A . C hurch  c la im e d  t h a t  w h e re v e r a m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  
c o n g re g a t io n  o p p o se d  th e  u n io n ,  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  r e f r a i n e d  from  
a p p r o p r i a t i n g  th e  p r o p e r t y . ^  S in c e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  r e o r g a n iz e d  
C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  l a y  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  p o o r e r  r u r a l  d i s ­
t r i c t s  o f  th e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e ,  t h e  d e c i s io n  o f  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  
i n  r e g a r d  t o  p r o p e r ty  may have h ad  some j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  On th e  o th e r  
h an d , s in c e  th e  U .S .A . d en o m in a tio n  was i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  a c q u i r e  a l l  
t h e  p h y s ic a l  p o s s e s s io n s  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C um berland  C hurch , i t  may have 
b een  e a s y  f o r  them  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  s e iz u r e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  
t h e  p r o p e r ty .
66DDC am pbell, H is to r y  o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  
T e x a s , 180 , 1 8 2 .
H isto r y  o f  th e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, 2 0 .
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The C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n  a s  a  w ho le  n e v e r  
r e c o v e re d  from  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  s t r u g g l e  o v e r  u n io n  an d  t h e  p r o t r a c t e d  
l i t i g a t i o n  t h a t  f o l lo w e d .  I n  1906 t h e  C um berland  C hurch  h a d  1 8 5 ,2 1 2  
m em bers, 1 ,5 1 4  m i n i s t e r s ,  an d  2 ,8 6 9  c o n g re g a t io n s  i n  t h e  U n ite d
sra
S t a t e s .  The U n ite d  S t a t e s  c e n su s  r e p o r t s  o f  1916 show ed th e  r e s u l t s  
o f  t h e  a b r a s iv e  d ev e lo p m en ts  s in c e  t h a t  t im e  a s  th e n  t h e  c h u rc h  h ad  
o n ly  7 2 ,0 5 2  members an d  1 ,3 1 3  c h u rc h e s .  The num ber o f  m i n i s t e r s  was 
n o t g iv e n .  W hile  th e  p r o p e r ty  b e f o r e  u n io n  was e s t im a te d  t o  b e  w o rth  
a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 7 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  b y  1916 i t s  v a lu e  h a d  s h ru n k  t o  $ 1 ,9 3 5 ,0 7 2 .^ 9  
T h is  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n iz a t i o n  h a s  h a r d ly  grow n s in c e  t h a t  t im e  a s  t h e  
G e n e ra l A ssem bly  M in u te s  o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  f o r  1965 
show t h a t  i n  1964 t h e  c h u rc h  h ad  o n ly  954 c h u rc h e s ,  a n d  o f  th e s e  o n ly  
434 w ere i n  f u l l t i m e  o p e r a t i o n .  T o t a l  m em bersh ip  was 8 0 ,2 3 1 ,  b u t  o f  
th e s e  o n ly  59*^97 w ere a c t i v e .  The t o t a l  num ber o f  o r d a in e d  m i n i s t e r s  
was 7U0 , b u t  o f  t h e s e  th e  number w i th  p a s t o r a l  c h a rg e s  was n o t  g i v e n .7° 
The Synod o f  Texas o f  th e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  
1906 c o n ta in e d  21 p r e s b y t e r i e s  an d  in c o r p o r a te d  a l l  th e  C um berland  co n ­
g r e g a t io n s  i n  T exas and  L o u is ia n a .  T h is  j u d i c a t o r y  h ad  316 m i n i s t e r s ,
68C o m p ara tiv e  Summary, M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  USA, Hew SerV , VI (1 9 0 6 ) ,  7^5•
^9u . s .  C ensus R e p o r ts  o f  R e l ig io u s  B o d ies  ( 1 9 1 6 ) ,  P a r t  I I ,  550 .
^ S t a t i s t i c s  o f  1963 and 1964 compared, M inutes o f  th e  1 3 5 th
M eeting o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f  th e  Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  Church
(1 9 6 5 ) , 12 5 .
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1 ,7 ^ 3  c h u rc h e s ,  an d  30>53^ m e m b e rs .^  However, b y  th e  y e a r  1966  th e  
Synod o f  Texas o f  t h e  C um berland d en o m in a tio n  h ad  e ig h t  p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  
b u t  t h e s e  in c o r p o r a te d  c h u rc h e s  i n  L o u is ia n a ,  T ex a s , A r iz o n a , New 
M exico, C a l i f o r n i a ,  and  th e  O r ie n t ,  an d  Colom bia i n  S o u th  A m erica .
The c h u rc h  c o u r t  c o n ta in e d  lOh c h u rc h e s  and  112 m i n i s t e r s . A lth o u g h  
th e  c h u rc h  r o l l s  showed a  t o t a l  m em bership o f  8 , 700 , o n ly  6 ,5 5 2  w ere 
a c t i v e  c o m m u n i c a n t s B y  com pariso n  t h e  Synod o f  Texas o f  t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A .,  (now U .P .)  i n  I 96U c o n ta in e d  s i x  p r e s b y te r i e s  
and  in c o r p o r a te d  th e  s t a t e s  o f  Texas an d  L o u is ia n a .  I t  h ad  2 6 l  
c h u rc h e s ,  278 m i n i s t e r s ,  and  5 ^ > ^ 1  c o m m u n ic a n ts .^  R e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  
th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  in  Texas an d  L o u is ia n a  was a lm o s t e q u a l  t o  th e  
e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch th ro u g h o u t t h e  
w o rld .
I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  i t  c a n  b e  s u r m i s e d  t h a t  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  u n i t e  t h e  
t w o  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  c a m e  t o o  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  
W a r - . I f  p a s s i o n s  h a d  b e e n  p e r m i t t e d  t o  d i e  d o w n  f o r  a n o t h e r  g e n e r a t i o n  
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  m e r g e r  s c h e m e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f a r  l e s s .  W h a t  w a s  
c e r t a i n  w a s  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s f e r r a l  o f  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  n o r t h e r n
" ^ S t a t i s t i c s  and  P r e s b y te r y  R o l l s ,  M in u tes  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l Assem­
b ly  o f  th e  C um berland P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  ( N a s h v i l l e :  C um berland P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  P u b l is h in g  H ouse, 1 9 0 6 ) ,  1 2 8 a .
" ^ S t a t i s t i c a l  R e p o r t s :  S u m m a r y  o f  S y n o d s  a n d  P r e s b y t e r i e s ,
1966  Y e a r b o o k  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  C u m b e r l a n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  ( M e m p h i s : n . p . ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  5^*
^ s t a t i s t i c a l  T a b l e s  a n d  P r e s b y t e r y  R o l l s ,  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  G e n ­
e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  U S A ,  6 t h  S e r . ,
V I I  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  125 .
263
a n d  w e s t e r n  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  t h e  
r e o r g a n i z e d  C u m b e r l a n d  d e n o m i n a t i o n  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r  a  s m a l l  s e c ­
t i o n a l  c h u r c h  l i m i t e d  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  t h e  S o u t h .  A s  s u c h ,  i t s  
g r o w t h  h a s  b e e n  s t u n t e d ,  a n d  w h e n  o n e  c o n s i d e r s ,  t h e  g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  
p o p u l a t i o n  s i n c e  1906 , i t  h a s  r e t r o g r e s s e d  a t  a n  a l a r m i n g  r a t e .
O n e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  m e r g e r  c a n n o t  b e  d e n i e d .  T h e  U . S . A .  d e n o m i ­
n a t i o n  w a s  a b l e  t o  m o v e  i n t o  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d  o f  t h e  S o u t h ,  a n d  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  i n t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  a n d  T e x a s .  E s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
s t a t e ,  t h i s  c h u r c h  c o u l d  n o w  c h a l l e n g e  o n  a l m o s t  e q u a l  g r o u n d s  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  a n d  i t s  n e v e r - a b a n d o n e d  c l a i m  t o  b e  k n o w n  
a s  a  n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  c o u l d  n o w  b e  b e t t e r  j u s t i f i e d  t h a n  f o r m e r l y .
M e a n t i m e  p r o - u n i o n i s t s  o f  t h e  C u m b e r l a n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  
c a l l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  S y n o d  o f  T e x a s  " A , "  a n d  t h e  S y n o d  o f  T e x a s  o f  
t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  U . S . A . ,  m e t  b y  p r e - a r r a n g e m e n t  i n  A b i l e n e ,
T e x a s  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 0 6 . T h e  t w o  b o d i e s  m e t  s e p a r a t e l y ,  b u t  a p p o i n t e d  
c o m m i t t e e s  t o  c o n f e r  o n  m e a n s  t o  j o i n  t h e  t w o  i n t o  o n e  o r g a n i c  u n i o n .
T h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  j o i n t  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  t w o  c o m m i t t e e s  w a s  t o  a g r e e  
o n  a  p l a n  o f  f u t u r e  p r e s b y t e r y  n a m e s  a n d  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  t o  w o r k  o u t  
o t h e r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  m e r g e r .  T h i s  p l a n  i n  t u r n  w o u l d  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  
t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  f o r  i t s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  
a c t i o n . ^
^ M in u te s  o f  S ep tem ber 1 5 , 1906 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m eric a , I 9OO-I9O6 , "  
1 4 3 ; M in u te s  o f  S ep tem ber 1 5 , 1906 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas A 
(C um berland) o f  t h e  R e u n ite d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h urch , 19 t h  M ee tin g  a t  
A b ile n e ,  T e x a s , S ep tem b er 1 3 -1 7 , 1906 ( n . p . ,  1 9 0 6 ) . 9 .  I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  
( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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A c tin g  upon  th e  recom m en d atio n s  o f  th e  j o i n t  c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  
U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a t  i t s  r e g u l a r  a n n u a l m e e tin g  i n  t h e  s p r in g  o f  
1907  i s s u e d  an  E n a b lin g  A ct w h ich  p r o v id e d  t h a t  t h e  tw o sy n o d s  s h o u ld  
be  com bined  u n d e r  t h e  name a n d  s t y l e  o f  th e  Synod o f  T exas o f  th e  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C h u rch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , and  th e  21 p r e s b y t e r i e s  
o f ' t h e  fo rm e r Synod o f  T exas "A" o f  t h e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  w ould  
be  r e a r r a n g e d  an d  r e o r g a n iz e d  a s  12 p r e s b y t e r i e s : th e  A u s t in ,  A b ile n e ,
A m a r i l lo ,  Brownwood, D a l l a s ,  D en ton , F o r t  W orth , H ouston , J e f f e r s o n ,  
P a r i s ,  San A n to n io , an d  W aco. The P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  in c lu d e d  13 
c o u n t ie s  i n  E a s t  T exas and  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a .7 5  I n  1911 
t h e  P r e s b y te r i e s  o f  A u s t in  a n d  San A n to n io  w ere com bined i n t o  th e  P r e s ­
b y te r y  o f  A u s t in ,  a n d  a new j u d i c a t o r y ,  known a s  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  E l 
P a s o , was e r e c t e d  i n  f a r  W est T e x a s . ^  The n e x t  y e a r  t h e  S o u th w es t 
Bohem ian P r e s b y te r y  was e r e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  Synod o f  T ex a s , i t s  b o rd e r s  
c o e x te n s iv e  w i th  th e  Synod o f  T exas i t s e l f .  A lso  t h e  P r e s b y te r i e s  o f  
D en ton  and  F o r t  W orth  w ere u n i t e d  t o  fo rm  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  F o r t  
W o rth .^ 7  C o n s e q u e n tly , b y  1913  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,  s t i l l  c o n ­
t a i n e d  12 l e s s e r  j u d i c a t o r i e s :  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  A b ile n e ,  A m a r i l lo ,
A u s t in ,  Brownwood, D a l l a s ,  E l  P a so , F o r t  W orth , H ouston , J e f f e r s o n ,  
P a r i s ,  S o u th w es t Bohem ian, an d  Waco.
^ M in u te s  o f  May 2 3 , 1907* M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, Hew S e r . ,  V II  (1907)* 171-73*
^ M in u te s  o f  May 27* 19H * M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, Mew S e r . ,  XI (1 9 1 1 ) , 2 5 0 .
^ M in u te s  o f  May 2 3 * 1912* M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, Hew S e r . ,  X II  (1 9 1 2 ) , 1 6 5 .
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The u n i t e d  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,  h e l d  i t s  f i r s t  m e e tin g  in  
W axahach ie , T e x a s , i n  O c to b e r , 1907* A l l  12 p r e s b y t e r i e s  as  t h e n  named 
w ere  r e p r e s e n t e d  w i th  a  t o t a l  o f  107 d e l e g a t e s . 7® The T exas ju d ic a to ry -  
th e n  in c lu d e d  245 m i n i s t e r s ,  580 c h u rc h e s ,  an d  2 4 ,3 7 3  m em bers.^9 N o th ­
in g  o f  co n seq u en c e  t r a n s p i r e d  a t  t h i s  f i r s t  u n i t e d  m e e tin g .
The Synod o f  T exas c o u ld  c o n te m p la te  w i th  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i t s  a u g ­
m en ted  s t r e n g t h  w h ich  w ould  p e rm i t  i t  t o  become a  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  i n  
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  T e x a s , w here t h e  c o n t in u e d  g ro w th  an d  p r o s p e r i t y  
o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  a p p e a re d  a s s u r e d .  A lth o u g h  d o u b t le s s  n o t  a n t i ­
c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  b e g in n in g ,  t h e  in c r e a s e d  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  U .S .A . denom i­
n a t i o n  was a lm o s t c e r t a i n  t o  have one u n f o r tu n a t e  r e s u l t .  F o r t h e  
f i r s t  t im e  i t  c o u ld  c h a l le n g e  on a lm o s t e q u a l  te rm s  t h e  U .S .,  o r  s o u th ­
e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  C o n se q u e n tly , t h e  a lm o s t u n i ­
fo rm ly  c o r d i a l  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  h ad  e x i s t e d  b e tw ee n  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , 
U .S .A ., an d  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S . ,  w ere  l i k e l y  t o  e r o d e .  As t h e  tw o 
b ra n c h e s  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  c o n te n d e d  f o r  th e  same g ro u n d , 
c r i s e s  w ould  a r i s e  w h ich  w ould  ta k e  a l l  th e  d ip lo m acy  a n d  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
o f  th e  members o f  b o th  c h u rc h e s  t o  r e s o l v e .
T ^M inutes o f  O c to b e r  1 0 , 1907 , M in u te s  o f  th e  Synod o f  T exas o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 2 0 th  M e e tin g , a t  W axach le , T e x a s , 
O c to b e r 1 0 -1 4 , 1907 ( n . p . ,  1907)> 4 - 1 0 .  I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n i-  
v e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
^ s t a t i s t i c s  and P r e sb y te r y  R o l l s ,  M inutes o f  th e  G eneral Assem­
b ly  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  V II (1 9 0 7 ) , 9® ^
CHAPTER V
C O M IT Y  A G R E E M E N T S  B E T W E E N  T H E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  U . S .
A N D  T H E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  U . S . A .
I t  i s  o b v i o u s  t o  a n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  P r e s b y -  
t e r i a n i s m  i n  T e x a s  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t w o  c o m p e t i n g  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  
U . S .  a n d  t h e  U . S . A . ,  c o n t e n d i n g  f o r  t h e  s a m e  g r o u n d  w e r e  b o u n d  t o  p r o ­
d u c e  f r i c t i o n  a n d  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  O n e  a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  h u r t f u l  r i v a l r y  
w a s  t h e  r e f u s i o n  o f  t h e  t w o  c h u r c h e s  i n t o  o n e  b o d y ,  b u t  s u s p i c i o n s  a n d  
a n i m o s i t i e s  g r o w i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W a r  m a d e  a n y  s u c h  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
m e r g e r  d i f f i c u l t .  T h e  p r o b l e m ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  c r i e d  o u t  f o r  a  s o l u t i o n .  
E v e r y  t i m e  o n e  c h u r c h  m o v e d  i n t o  w h a t  t h e  o t h e r  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  i t s  
s p h e r e  o f  i n f l u e n c e ,  c l a s h e s  d e v e l o p e d .  L o c a l  c o n f l i c t  w o u l d  i n e v i t a b l y  
a b r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c h u r c h e s  o n  a  s t a t e  l e v e l .  T h e  p a s t o r s  
w o u l d  i n e v i t a b l y  c a r r y  c o m p l a i n t s  a n d  v e x a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  p r e s b y ­
t e r i e s  t o  s y n o d .  S u c h  c o n t i n u o u s  o p e n i n g  o f  n e w  w o u n d s  a n d  m o r t i f y i n g  
o f  o l d  i n j u r i e s  w o u l d  d a m a g e ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  c a u s e  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m  b u t  
a l s o  t h a t  o f  r e l i g i o n  i t s e l f .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  e v e n  t h e  s i m p l e s t  a c c o m ­
m o d a t i o n s  o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  g r e a t  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  
p r o v e d  d i f f i c u l t .
T h e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  a t  a  r a p p r o c h e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c h u r c h e s  
c a m e  w h e n  t h e  R e v .  M r .  E .  B .  W r i g h t ,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h
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i n  A u s t i n ,  p r e s e n t e d  a  p a p e r  t o  t h e  A u s t i n  P r e s b y t e r y  a t  i t s  r e g u l a r  
m e e t i n g  o n  A u g u s t  1 7 , 1875* A d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  S y n o d  o f  T e x a s  o f  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  
m a k e  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  w o r k  i n  t h e  s t a t e  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  t h e r e  w a s  a n  u r g e n t  
n e e d  f o r  t h e  t w o  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  t o  j o i n  f o r c e s .
T h e  U . S .  A s s e m b l y  w a s  " r e s p e c t f u l l y  a n d  f r a t e r n a l l y "  r e q u e s t e d  t o  
a p p o i n t ‘a  c o m m i t t e e  t o  m e e t  w i t h  o n e  n a m e d  b y  t h e  A u s t i n  P r e s b y t e r y .
T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e s e  t w o  d e l e g a t i o n s ,  h a v i n g  a s  i t s  o b j e c t i v e  t h e  
e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  f r i c t i o n  a n d  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  s h o u l d  f r a m e  a  c o m m o n  
p l a n  o f  a c t i o n  t o  b e  a d o p t e d  a n d  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  b o t h  c h u r c h e s .  T h e  
( p a p e r  a d o p t e d  b y  p r e s b y t e r y  w a s  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  U . S .  s y n o d  f o r  i t s  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . - * -
O n  N o v e m b e r  5 / 1875/ t h e  s o u t h e r n  a s s e m b l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  w i t h  
" u n f e i g n e d  p l e a s u r e "  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  p a p e r  f r o m  t h e  p r e s b y t e r y ,  
a n d  i t  " m o s t  c o r d i a l l y  r e c i p r o c a t e d  t h e  k i n d  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  s t a t e m e n t s  
t h e r e i n  c o n t a i n e d . "  I n a s m u c h  a s  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l i e s  o f  t h e  t w o  
c h u r c h e s  h a v e  n o t  s e t t l e d  t h e  " q u e s t i o n  o f  f r a t e r n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , "  
t h e  s y n o d  c o u l d  t a k e  n o  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  m a t t e r .  T h i s  a n s w e r  b y  o r d e r  o f  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  a s s e m b l y  w a s  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  t h e  A u s t i n  P r e s b y t e r y . 2
■ '■ M in u t e s  o f  A u g u s t  1 7 , 1875 / " M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  
A u s t i n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  U S A ,  1 8 6 8 -1 8 8 7 /" ^7-1-8 . I n  
c h u r c h  p a p e r s  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  A r c h i v e s ,  E u g e n e  B a r k e r  M e m o r i a l  
L i b r a r y ,  A u s t i n ,  T e x a s ) .
2M inutes o f  November 5/ 1875 / "M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, 1 859 -1900 /"  5 7 -5 8 . In  church  p a p e r s ,
(A u stin  P r e sb y te r ia n  T h e o lo g ic a l  Sem inary L ib rary , A u s t in , T e x a s ) .
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I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  n e g a t iv e  re s p o n s e  t o  i t s  o v e r tu r e ,  t h e  A u s t in  
j u d i c a t o r y  on O c to b e r 2 6 , 1876 , a d o p te d  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n :  I n
o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  " f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s "  w i th  t h e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h , an d  in  
o r d e r  t o  a v o id  c o n f l i c t  o v e r  m is s io n a r y  w ork , t h e  p r e s b y te r y  p le d g e d  
t h a t  i t  w ould  n o t  a t te m p t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  c h u rc h  i n  a c i t y  o r  tow n w here 
a  U .S . c h u rc h  was a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The U .S . p r e s b y te r y  o r  p a s t o r  
i n  c h a rg e  o f  an  a r e a  s h o u ld  f i r s t  b e  c o n s u l t e d  on th e  n eed s  o f  t h e  tow n 
o r  c i t y .
On O c to b e r  15 , 1880 , a t  i t s  r e g u l a r  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  a t  W e a th e r­
f o r d  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A .,  was h o n o re d  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  
R ev . Mr. M. C h e rry  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , U .S . ,  s i t t i n g  a s  a  c o r ­
re s p o n d in g  member an d  v i s i t i n g  g u e s t .  A t t h i s  m e e tin g  one o f  t h e  mem­
b e r s  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  so u n d ed  o u t  C h e rry  on th e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  
h a v in g  th e  sy n o d , U .S . ,  an d  t h e  sy n o d , U .S .A .,  a p p o in t  co m m ittee s  t o  
c o n f e r  on how t h e  work o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch  c o u ld  b e  c a r r i e d  on 
in  T exas w ith o u t  c o n f l i c t .  C h e rry  s t a t e d  h i s v p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f  t h a t  su c h  
a  c o n fe re n c e  w ould  b e n e f i t  b o th  c h u rc h e s .  E n co u ra g ed , t h e  U .S .A . syn o d  
th e n  a p p o in te d  a f iv e -m a n  co m m ittee  t o  c o r re s p o n d  w i th  t h e  s o u th e r n  
sy n o d .^
•^Minutes o f  O c to b e r 2 6 , 1872 , "M inu tes  o f  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
t h e  'P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch  i n  t h e  US, I 8 6 8 - I 8 8 7 , "  6 3 .
^M inutes o f  O ctober 15 , 1880 , "M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, I 878- I 9OO," 60 - 6 1 . In  ch u rch  papers
( T r in i t y  U n iv e r s ity  A r c h iv e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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R e s p o n d i n g  f a v o r a b l y  t o  t h e  o v e r t u r e s  o f  t h e  U . S . A .  c h u r c h  t h e  
U . S .  s y n o d  a l s o  a p p o i n t e d  a  c o m m i t t e e  t o  m e e t  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  U . S . A .  
j u d i c a t o r y .  T h e  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e s  h e l d  a  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  W a c o  i n  F e b r u ­
a r y ,  l 8 8 l  t o  f r a m e  r u l e s  o f  c o m i t y .  T h e  f i r s t  t o p i c  a g r e e d  u p o n  w a s  
p r i o r i t y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  a  t e r r i t o r y .  T h e  p r e s b y t e r y  t h a t  o c c u p i e d  a  
g i v e n  t o w n  o r  r e g i o n  h a d  a  p r i o r  c l a i m  t o  t h a t  f i e l d  w h i c h  o t h e r  j u d i c a ­
t o r i e s  m u s t  r e c o g n i z e .  A  p o i n t  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  o c c u p i e d  w h e n  " s u p p l i e d  
b y  s t a t e d  p r e a c h i n g "  o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  a  
m o n t h .  O c c u p a t i o n  f u r t h e r  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a  c h u r c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  " h a s  
b e e n  e f f e c t e d  a n d  a  s t a t e d  m e a n s  o f  g r a c e  .  .  .  m a i n t a i n e d . "  F i n a l l y ,  
" c o n t i g u o u s  m i s s i o n  s t a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  s u p p l i e d  f r o m  a  c e n t r a l  p o i n t . "  
T h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  n o t  d e f i n e d .
O n c e  a  r e g i o n  h a d  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  o c c u p i e d  b u t  w a s  w i t h o u t  s t a t e d  
s u p p l y  f o r  o n e  y e a r ,  a  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  o f  b o t h  s y n o d s  c o u l d  d e c l a r e  t h e  
f i e l d  v a c a n t - . .  I t  c o u l d  t h e n  b e  o c c u p i e d  b y  w h i c h e v e r  s y n o d  " r e g u l a r l y  
a n d  s t a t e d l y  f i l l e d  t h e  v a c a n c y . "  I n  t o w n s  w h e r e  b o t h  a s s e m b l i e s  h a d  
c h u r c h e s  b u t  o n l y  o n e  c o u l d  b e  s u s t a i n e d  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  p r o p o s e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s : w h e n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  a n  a b s o r b e d  c h u r c h  w a s
i n v o l v e d ,  t h e  c h u r c h  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w o u l d  p a y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
C h u r c h  E x t e n s i o n  o r  E r e c t i o n  a  s u m  e q u a l  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  t h e  b o a r d  h a d  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f u n d .  N o  f u s i o n  o f  c h u r c h e s  w o u l d  t a k e  
p l a c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  u n l e s s  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  c o n s e n t e d  b u t  
m e r g e r s  s h o u l d  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  c h u r c h  c o m i t y .  T h e  j o i n t
'1
c o m m i t t e e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e s e  s u g g e s t i o n s  
u n t i l  t h e  s y n o d s  a c t e d  u p o n  t h e m .
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They recom m ended t h a t  "both c h u rc h e s  c o o p e ra te  i n  a  com m unity 
w henever i t  w ould  l e a d  t o  t h e  advancem en t o f  "both t h e  com m unity an d  th e  
c h u rc h . C o n g re g a tio n s  o r g a n iz e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  w ou ld  ch oose  w h ic h  denom i­
n a t io n  th e y  w ish e d  t o  j o i n .5
A t i t s  n e x t  a n n u a l m e e tin g  i n  Brenham , i n  O c to b e r , l 8 8 l ,  th e  
U .S .A . syn o d  u n a n im o u s ly  a p p ro v e d  t h e  r u l e s  a g re e d  u p o n . F u r th e rm o re  
th e  j u d i c a t o r y  made th e  U .S .A . c o m ity  co m m ittee  p e rm a n en t i n  o r d e r  t o  
c o n f e r  w i th  a  l i k e  co m m ittee  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  on a l l  m a t t e r s  o f  
m u tu a l i n t e r e s t . ^
I n  O c to b e r , l 88 l ,  i n  C o r s ic a n a ,  th e  s o u th e r n  synod  g a v e  th e  
c o m ity  com m ittee  r e p o r t  a  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  r e c e p t i o n .  The sy n o d  
f i r s t  commended t h e  members o f  th e  co m m ittee  f o r  "p ro m p tn e ss  a n d  d i l i ­
gen ce"  i n  " th e  d is c h a r g e  o f  th e  d e l i c a t e  d u ty  a s s ig n e d  them " a n d  th e n  
a p p ro v e d  " th e  c o u r te o u s  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t  w h ich  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  
w hole p ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  j o i n t  c o n f e r e n c e ."  I n  v iew  o f  th e  " g r e a t
p r i n c i p l e s ,  in v o lv e d "  an d  t h e  " d a n g e ro u s  p r e c e d e n t"  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  th e
/
j u d i c a t o r y  d e c l in e d ,  h ow ever, t o  a d o p t th e  r e p o r t . The m i n i s t e r s  th e n  
fram e d  t h e i r  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  r e j e c t i o n  and  s p re a d  them  upon t h e  o f f i ­
c i a l  r e c o r d ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t
n e i t h e r  t h i s  synod  n o r  an y  o th e r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  body  h as  a n y  
pow er v e s te d  i n  them  b y  t h e  h e a d  an d  la w g iv e r  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  t o  
. make an y  d e l iv e r a n c e s  o r  t o  e n a c t  any  law s o r  t o  i s s u e  a n y
^M inutes o f  O c to b e r  2k,  1 881 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  Texas o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  US, 1 8 5 9 -1 9 0 0 ,"  193-95*
^M inutes o f  O ctober 1 8 , l 88 l," M in u te s  o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, I 878 - I 9OO," 8 8 .
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i n j u n c t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  e v e n  s e e m  t o  d e p r i v e  t h e  v e r y  h u m b l e s t  
o f  G o d ' s  c o v e n a n t e d  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  w o r s h i p  H im  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  h i s  o w n  c o n s c i e n c e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  
f o r m s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r s .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  c h u r c h  c o u r t  d e c l i n e d  t o .  a d o p t  t h e  r e p o r t  
b e c a u s e  t o  a d o p t  i t  w o u l d  u s u r p  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e s  b e s t o w e d  b y  t h e  c o n ­
s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  u p o n  t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s .  T h e s e  p r e r o g a t i v e s  
w e r e :  " t o  t a k e  s p e c i a l  o v e r s i g h t  o f  v a c a n t  c h u r c h e s ;  t o  c o n c e r t  m e a ­
s u r e s  f o r  t h e  e n l a r g e m e n t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  w i t h i n  i t s  b o u n d s ;  i n  g e n e r a l ,  
t o  o r d e r  w h a t e v e r  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  
u n d e r  i t s  c a r e . " ^  T h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  a t  i t s  l a s t  s t a t e d  m e e t i n g  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p r e s b y t e r i e s  " a l l  p r a c t i c a l  
p r o p o s i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  f i e l d s "  a n d  t h e  S y n o d  o f
Q
T e x a s  a s s i g n e d  a n  a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  o n l y .  T h e  p l a n  t h e  c o m i t y  c o m m i t -  
t e e  h a d  d r a w n  u p  w a s  " b o t h  i m p r a c t i c a l  a n d  i n e x p e d i e n t , "  b e c a u s e ,  
u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  
n o  t r i b u n a l  t o  a d j u d i c a t e  d i s p u t e s .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  d e c l i n i n g  t o  a d o p t  
t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  s y n o d  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  a c t u a t e d  b y  a n y  " e n m i t y  
o r  u n k i n d n e s s "  t o  t h e  U . S . A .  C h u r c h  b u t  r a t h e r  w i s h e d  t o  c u l t i v a t e  
" h a r m o n i o u s  r e l a t i o n s  o f  a n d  p e a c e  w i t h "  t h a t  c h u r c h  a s  w i t h  a l l  o t h e r
7
'P r e s b y t e r i a n  Com m ittee o f  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  Book o f  C hurch  O rd er o f  
th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch o f  th e  US a s  A do p ted  b y  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
1879 a n d  189^ w i th  Amendments Em bodied up to  a n d  I n c lu d in g  th e  Y ear 
1922 (R ichm ond: P r e s b y te r i a n  Com m ittee o f  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  n T d .) ,  3 2 .
Q
M in u te s  o f  May 2 7 , l 88 l ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  US, 187 9 -1 8 8 2 , V (W ilm in g to n : J a c k so n
B e l l  P o in te r 's ' a n d  B in d e rs ', l 8 8 l ) ,  388 - 8 9 .
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e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  b o d ie s  -which " r e c o g n iz e  & p ro c la im  th e  crow n r i g h t s  o f  
C h r i s t ." 9
A lth o u g h  in c o n c lu s iv e ,  t h e r e  i s  some e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e  s o u th e r n  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  r e j e c t e d  t h e  r u l e s  o f  c o m ity  b e c a u se  i t  f e l t  i t  
s h o u ld  r e t a i n  t h e  freed o m  t o  move in t o  w h a te v e r  f i e l d  i t  s h o u ld  c h o o s e . 
A h i n t  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  a p p e a re d  a t  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  m e e tin g  o f  th e  
U .S .A . C hurch  i n  1 880 . The Synod o f  T exas r e q u e s te d  e x te n s iv e  f i n a n ­
c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  B oard  o f  Home M is s io n s  t o  open  up Texas 
a s  a  m is s io n a r y  f i e l d .  "W ith  g r e a t  f u l l n e s s  a n d  c l e a r n e s s "  t h e  d e l e ­
g a t e s  d i s c u s s e d  w i th  t h e  members o f  t h e  co m m ittee  c o n d i t io n s  i n  T exas 
r e l a t i v e  t o  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  d is c u s s io n s  t h e  com­
m i t t e e  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  t h a t  t h e  p o p u la t io n  o f  T exas 
was v e r y  l a r g e  a n d  c o n t i n u a l l y  g ro w in g , b u t  due t o  t h e  p e c u l i a r  c irc u m ­
s ta n c e s  w i th in  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  m is s io n a r y  
d evelopm en t a p p e a re d  d is c o u r a g in g .  The P r e s b y te r i a n  p o p u la t io n  a s  a 
w hole was r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  an d  w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d ,  an d  i t  w ould  be 
e x tre m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u p p ly  them  w i th  e d u c a te d  m i n i s t e r s .  F u r t h e r ­
m ore,. " i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  o u r  b r e th r e n  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
seem i n c l i n e d  t o  s e e k  th e  e x c lu s iv e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  £ s  f a r  a s  
P r e s b y te r ia n is m  i s  c o n c e rn e d ."  I f  t h e  co m m ittee  h ad  e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  
US C hurch  h ad  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  s u p p ly  d e s p e r a t e ly  n eed e d  t r a i n e d  p a s t o r s  
i t  m ig h t b e  c o n te n t  t o  r e s i g n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  them  even  i f  t h i s  m eant
9
M inutes o f  O ctober 1 8 , l 88 l ,  "M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, 1 8 5 9 -1 9 0 0 ,"  187 - 8 8 .
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s a c r i f i c i n g  many who h e ld  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  th e  U .S .A . C h u rch . R e g r e t ­
f u l l y ,  t h e r e  was no e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  S o u th e rn  C hurch  c o u ld .  T hus, t h e  
co m m ittee  recom m ended t h a t  t h e i r  "b re th re n  c o n t in u e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  w i th  
th e  same " C h r i s t i a n  good  w i l l  a n d  s p i r i t  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n "  h i t h e r t o  
e x h i b i t e d .  The G e n e ra l A ssem bly  s h o u ld  make a s s i s t a n c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
t h e i r  w o rk e rs  i n  th e  f i e l d . ^
T h e re  w e re , how ever, men o f  good w i l l  i n  b o th  b ra n c h e s  o f  t h e  
c h u rc h  s e e k in g  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a n d  c l o s e r  c o o p e r a t io n .  A t t h e  
a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  th e  U .S . Synod in  V i c t o r i a  i n  November, 1883 , th e  
R ev . M r. S . F .  T enney , one o f  t h e  members o f  th e  co m m ittee  t h a t  h ad  m et 
w i th  th e  U .S .A . com m ittee  i n  Waco, o f f e r e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  th e  s o u th ­
e r n  J u d ic a to r y  a p p o in t  a th re e -m a n  co m m ittee  t o  c o n f e r  w i th  a s i m i l a r  
s ta n d in g  com m ittee  o f  t h e  U .S .A . b r a n c h .  The two c o m m ittee s  s h o u ld  c o n ­
s u l t  on th e  e x p e d ie n c y  o f  j o i n t l y  s u p p o r t in g  A u s t in  C o lle g e , a  U .S . 
P r e s b y te r ia n - s p o n s o r e d  i n s t i t u t i o n .  They s h o u ld  a l s o  d is c u s s  c o o p e ra ­
t i o n  i n  the , e v a n g e l i z a t io n  o f  t h e  T exas N e g ro e s . F u r th e r ,  t h e y  w ould  
d i s c u s s  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  s e p a r a t e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  an d  a  sy n o d  i n  T exas com­
p o se d  e x c l u s i v e ly  o f  c o lo r e d  c o n v e r t s .  The synods sh o u ld  e s t a b l i s h  
j o i n t l y  a s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c o lo r e d  p r e a c h e r s  a n d  t e a c h e r s . 
T hey w ould  c o n f e r  on ways t o  p r o s e c u te  j o i n t l y  t h e  home m is s io n  w ork i n  
T exas by  e l im i n a t in g  f r i c t i o n  an d  d u p l i c a t e d  e n d e a v o r .  B o th  co m m ittees
M inutes o f  May 2 8 , 1880 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  VI (New York: P resb y ­
t e r ia n  Board o f  P u b lic a t io n ,  l 88o ) ,  6 8 .
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s h o u l d  r e p o r t  a n n u a l l y  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s y n o d s ,  b r i e f i n g  t h e m  o n  t h e  
p r o g r e s s  o f  c o m i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d i n g  f u t u r e  a c t i o n .
T e n n e y ' s  p a p e r  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  w o u l d  
m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o p o s a l s .  T h i s  c o m m i t t e e  
r e c o m m e n d e d  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  s y n o d  a p p o i n t  a  c o m ­
m i t t e e  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  H o m e  M i s s i o n  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  " n o r t h e r n "  
s y n o d .  S u c h  a c t i o n  w o u l d  h e  " u n u s u a l "  a n d  " i m p r o p e r "  s i n c e  t h e  c o m m i t ­
t e e  n a m e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  s y n o d  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c l o t h e d  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a c t .  
S i n c e  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c h u r c h  s o l e l y  s p o n s o r e d  A u s t i n  C o l l e g e ,  a n d  t h e  
s c h o o l ' s  b o a r d  o f  t r u s t e e s  h a d  n o t  u r g e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  j o i n t  c o n t r o l .  
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  t w o  s y n o d s  c o o p e r a t e  i n  
g o s p e l  w o r k  a m o n g  t h e  N e g r o e s  a n d  m u t u a l l y  s u p p o r t  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f
l e a r n i n g  f o r  t h e  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e  o f  T e x a s .  T h e  s y n o d  t h e n  a d o p t e d  t h e
11
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  i t s  c o m m i t t e e .
T h e  t w o  c o m m i t t e e s  n a m e d  b y  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s y n o d s  t o  d i s c u s s  
c o o p e r a t i v e  e n d e a v o r s  a m o n g  t h e  N e g r o e s  m e t  a t  V i c t o r i a  a n d  d r e w  u p  a  
r e p o r t .  I t  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  t w o  j u d i c a t o r i e s  c r e a t e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  c o m ­
p o s e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  o f  c o l o r e d  P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  W h e n  t h e y  h a d  g r o w n  s u f f i ­
c i e n t l y  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  f o r m e d  i n t o  a  s y n o d  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e i r  r a c e .  I n  
s o  f a r  a s  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e ‘ m e a n s  m i g h t  a l l o w ,  b o t h  s y n o d s  s h o u l d  t r a i n  
a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  s u p p o r t  N e g r o  m i n i s t e r s .  T h e  t w o  s y n o d s  w o u l d  a p p o i n t
^ M in u te s  o f  November 18 , 1883 , "M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas
o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church-.-in th e  US, 1 8 59 -1900 ,"  233*
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a p e rm an en t j o i n t  co m m ittee  t o  s u p e r v is e  e v a n g e l i c a l  w ork among t h e  c o l ­
o r e d ,  r a i s e  fu n d s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  l a b o r ,  an d  r e p o r t  a n n u a l ly  t o  th e  
s y n o d ie a l  a s s e m b l ie s . U n t i l  a  s e p a r a t e  c o lo r e d  p r e s b y te r y  h ad  b een  
fo rm ed , a n  i n d i v id u a l  N egro m i n i s t e r  w ou ld  be  c o n n e c te d  w i th  t h e  p r e s ­
b y te r y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  w i th  w h ich  he was a f f i l i a t e d .  An i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  c o lo r e d  t e a c h e r s  a n d  p r e a c h e r s  w ould  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  and  
m a in ta in e d  b y  b o th  s y n o d s , b o th  b ra n c h e s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  b e in g  e q u a l ly  
r e p r e s e n t e d  on  th e  b o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s . I n  th e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  
s h o r ta g e  o f  q u a l i f i e d  c o lo r e d  m i n i s t e r s ,  t h e  j o i n t  co m m ittee  was 
a u th o r i z e d  t o  a p p o in t,  w i l l i n g  w h ite  p r e a c h e r s  t o  work among t h e  c o lo r e d .  
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  j o i n t  co m m ittee  an d  b o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s  w ere  n o t  a u th o r iz e d
t o  in v o lv e  e i t h e r  synod  i n  d e b t .  The U .S .A . Synod a t  i t s  1884 a n n u a l
IPm e e tin g  u n a n im o u s ly  a c c e p te d  th e s e  reco m m en d a tio n s .
A t i t s  1885  m e e tin g  i n  H o u sto n , t h e  U .S . syn o d  h e a rd  t h e  r e p o r t  
on  c o o p e r a t iv e  w ork among t h e  c o lo r e d  o f  T e x a s . T hen, p le a d in g  t h a t  
th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  s o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  had  n o t  
r e s c in d e d  i t s  o r d e r  f o r b id d in g  any  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  w i th  a  " f o r e ig n
no
b o d y ,"  i t  v o te d  t o  p o s tp o n e  i n d e f i n i t e l y  an y  a c t i o n  on th e  m a t t e r .
T h is  r e s o l u t i o n  b y  th e  s o u th e r n  sy n o d  t e m p o r a r i l y  en d ed  a l l  a t te m p ts  a t  
c o o p e r a t iv e  a c t i o n  o r  m u tu a l u n d e r s ta n d in g .
12M inutes o f  O ctober 2 5 , 1 884 , "M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas
o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA," 139_4 3 •
13
I b i d . ,  170 .
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I t  re m a in e d  f o r  t h e  G e n e ra l A sse m b lie s  o f  t h e  tw o b ra n c h e s  o f
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch t o  c l e a r  th e  way f o r  c o m ity  on  th e  l o c a l  l e v e l .
A t i t s  1882 a n n u a l m e e tin g  th e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  a lm o s t
u n a n im o u s ly  a d o p te d  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n :
In  o r d e r  t o  rem ove a l l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h e  way o f  t h a t  
f u l l  a n d  fo rm a l f r a t e r n a l  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w h ich , on o u r  p a r t ,  
we a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  a c c e p t ,  we a d o p t th e  f o l lo w in g  m in u te ,  
t o  w i t :  T h a t w h ile  r e c e d in g  from  no p r i n c i p l e ,  we do h e re b y
d e c la r e  o u r  r e g r e t  f o r  and  w ith d ra w a l o f  a l l  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  
o u r  A ssem bly  w h ich  may be r e g a r d e d  a s  r e f l e c t i n g  u p o n , o r  
o f f e n s iv e  t o ,  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r ic a .1^
The a s se m b le d  c l e r i c s  th e n  a p p o in te d  a  seven-m an  co m m ittee  t o  m eet w i th  
a s i m i l a r  c o m m ittee , i f  nam ed, from  th e  o t h e r  a s se m b ly  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
t h e  work o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n . ^
Upon r e c e ip t  o f  th e  o v e r tu r e  o f  th e  n o r th e r n  c h u rc h  t h e  s o u th ­
e r n  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a p p o in te d  a co m m ittee  t o  m eet w i th  t h e  U .S .
C om ity  C o m m ittee .1^ A f t e r  le n g th y ,  i n d e c i s i v e  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  t h e  tw o 
d e le g a t io n s  m et i n  j o i n t  c o n fe re n c e  i n  New York C i t y  on  D ecem ber 28 , 
1 8 8 8 , and  c o n t in u e d  i n  an  in te r c h a n g e  o f  v iew s u n t i l  J a n u a ry  1 , 1 8 8 9 . 
F in d in g  th e m s e lv e s  u n p re p a re d  f o r  f i n a l  a g re e m e n t, th e y  nam ed subcom ­
m i t t e e s  t o  d is c u s s  c o o p e r a t io n  on th e  home f i e l d ,  an d  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  o f
M in u te s  o f  May 2 5 , 1882 , M in u te s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  USA, New S e r . ,  V II (Hew Y ork : P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  B oard  o f  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 8 8 2 ) ,  50*
15I b i d . ,  5 9 1 *
^ M in u te s  o f  May 25 , 1883 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, VI (W ilm ington, N. C. :  Jack son  &
B e l l ,  W ater-Power P r e s s e s ,  1883J, 57*
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t h e  c o l o r e d .  The su b c o m m itte e s  m et i n  A t l a n t a ,  G e o rg ia , i n  A p r i l ,
1889 , a n d  fra m e d  th e  r e p o r t s  t o  he  s u b m it te d  t o  t h e i r  G e n e ra l A ssem ­
b l i e s  . F i r s t ,  t h e  co m m ittee  o n  c o o p e r a t io n  i n  th e  home f i e l d  a g r e e d  
upon t h e i r  r e p o r t .  When p r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  d i s p a r a t e  b ra n c h e s  o f  t h e  
c h u rc h  h a d  o v e r la p p in g  b o u n d a r ie s ,  e i t h e r  a s  p r e s b y t e r i e s  o r  th ro u g h  
t h e i r  a p p o in te d  co m m ittee  t h e y  •would a g re e  t o  d iv id e  t h e  g ro u n d  be tw een  
them  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o id  i n j u r i o u s  r i v a l r i e s  o r  a n ta g o n is m . W here a  weak 
c h u rc h  i n  a  com m unity , u n a b le  t o  s u p p o r t  a m i n i s t e r ,  h a d  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  u n i t e  w i th  a n o th e r  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  t h e  o th e r  d en o m in a tio n  th e  
p r e s b y te r y  w i th  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  i t  s h o u ld  c o n s e n t  t o  t h e  m e rg e r .  The 
p a s to r  m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  th e  f e d e r a t e d  c o n g r e g a t io n  s h o u ld  b e  o f  w h ic h e v e r 
b ra n c h  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  th e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  d e te rm in e d .  Funds f o r  s u p p o r t  o f  
a u n i t e d  c o n g re g a t io n  s h o u ld  b e  c o l l e c t e d  an d  c h a n n e le d  th ro u g h  a g e n ­
c i e s  c h o se n  b y  b o th  c h u r c h e s . I f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w ish e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e i r  
a l l e g i a n c e  from  one b ra n c h  o f  th e  c h u rc h  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  
i n  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  them  s h o u ld  p e rm i t  them  t o  dp s o .  I f  a s u f f i c i e n t  
num ber w ish e d  to . fo rm  a c o n g r e g a t io n ,  th e y  s h o u ld  be  a l lo w e d  t o  t r a n s ­
f e r  a s  a  body  i n t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  p r e s b y te r y  o f  t h e  o th e r  c h u rc h .
D o u b tle s s  one r e a s o n  t h e  co m m ittees  r e a d i l y  a t t a i n e d  a c c o r d  on 
th e s e  m a t t e r s  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  w ere s u b j e c t  t o  v a r io u s  i n t e r p r e ­
t a t i o n s  . I f  a  c o n g r e g a t io n  t r a n s f e r r e d  from  one a s se m b ly  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  
w h ich  b ra n c h  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  w ou ld  h o ld  l e g a l  t i t l e  t o  t h e  p r o p e r ty ?  I f  
two p r e s b y t e r i e s  c o u ld  n o t  c o n c u r  on th e  a p p o in tm e n t o f  a  p a s t o r  o f  th e  
f e d e r a t e d  c h u rc h , w hat t r i b u n a l  w ould  r e s o lv e  t h e  c o n f l i c t ?  T hose who 
fra m e d  th e s e  r u l e s  d o u b t le s s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  men o f  good  w i l l  c o u ld
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r e a d i l y  f i n d  a  common g ro u n d  f o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  i n  an y  d i s p u te ,  b u t  even  
men o f  good  w i l l  can  s i n c e r e l y  d i s a g r e e .
The co m m ittee  d e a l in g  w i th  c o o p e r a t io n  in  work among th e  
N egroes a g re e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  b a s ic  jp o l ic y  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  t h e  tw o 
b ra n c h e s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h . The s o u th e r n  d e n o m in a tio n  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  i t s  
b e l i e f  t h a t , - f o r  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l ,  th e  w h ite  an d  t h e  c o lo r e d  
r a c e s  s h o u ld  b e  s e p a r a t e d  i n  t h e i r  own c o n g re g a t io n s  an d  j u d i c a t o r i e s . 
The n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h , on th e  o th e r  h a n d , d id  n o t  a d h e re  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  t o t a l  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  r a c e s . G r e a te r  c o o p e ra tio n ; ,a n d  a m ity  be tw een  
t h e  two b ra n c h e s  o f  th e  c h u rc h  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  d e s t r o y e d  by  d i f f e r e n c e s  
o f  o p in io n  r e g a r d in g  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw een  w h ite  an d  b la c k  b r e th r e n  o f  th e  
c h u rc h .  Any d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  b e tw ee n  th e  tw o d e n o m in a tio n s  on th e  
s t a t u s  o f  t h e  Negro i n  t h e  c h u rc h  s h o u ld  be  r e s ig n e d  t o  t h e  " p ro v id e n c e  
o f  G od," a n d  th e  " s t a t u s  quo" be  m a in ta in e d .  T h a t i s ,  b o th  c h u rc h e s  
s h o u ld  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  p r o s e c u te  t h e i r  w ork among members o f  t h i s  r a c e  
i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e i r  p r e v io u s  p o l i c i e s  w ith o u t  t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  
th e  o th e r  c h u rc h .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  l e a r n in g  f o r  t h e  
• c o lo re d , a d m in is te r e d  b y  e i t h e r  c h u rc h , s h o u ld  b e  recom m ended t o  th e  
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  o f  b o th  a s s e m b l ie s .
T hese  su b co m m ittee  r e p o r t s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  p a p e r s  f ra m e d  b y  
t h e  o th e r  tw o su b c o m m itte e s , w ere  a d o p te d  b y  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f
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t h e  U .S .A . C h u r c h . T h e  s o u th e rn  c h u rc h  p ro m p tly  r a t i f i e d  t h i s  same 
agreement.-*-®
Wow t h a t  a  g e n e r a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  h ad  h een  r e a c h e d  on a n a t i o n a l  
l e v e l  i t  was r e a s o n a b le  t o  assum e t h a t  th e  l o c a l  synods an d  p r e s b y t e r i e s  
i n  T exas an d  L o u is ia n a  w ou ld  be  i n s p i r e d  t o  a p p o in t  co m m ittees  t o  fram e 
p r a c t i c a l  w o rk in g  a g re e m e n ts .  T h is  m eant t h a t  th e  j o i n t  co m m ittees  
w ould  d e c id e  w h ich  c h u rc h  w ould  have  a  c l e a r  f i e l d  in  c e r t a i n  c o u n t ie s  
o r  to w n s . A lth o u g h  t h e r e  w ere r e c o r d s  o f  su c h  p ra g m a tic  a r ra n g e m e n ts  
i n  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  S o u th , t h e r e  was no e v id e n c e  t h a t  su c h  a g ree m en ts  
w ere even  a t te m p te d  in  T exas and  L o u is ia n a .  A p p a re n t ly  j u d i c a t o r i e s  
a d m in is te r in g  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  f e l t  t h a t  th e  c o m ity  r e p o r t s  r a t i f i e d  b y  
t h e  two G e n e ra l A sse m b lie s  made an y  l o c a l  ra p p ro c h e m e n ts  u n n e c e s s a ry .  
T h is  was p a t e n t l y  an  e r r o r ,  b e c a u se  t h e  a g re e m e n ts  m e re ly  s t a t e d  g e n ­
e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and  ev en  th e s e  w ere so  l o o s e l y  w orded t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  
be  im p lem en ted  o n ly  w ith  d i f f i c u l t y .
Comment on t h i s  p o i n t  i s  t o  b e  fo u n d  i n  a  l e t t e r  from  t h e  R ev. 
Mr. B. A . H odges, C hairm an o f  t h e  C om m ittee on Com ity o f  t h e  U .S .A . 
sy n o d , t o  a n o th e r  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  same j u d i c a t o r y .
I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  a g ree m en t o f  1889  i s  s u f f i c i e n t ,  i f  
f a i t h f u l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t .  B ut i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  an d  
I  f e a r  i t  w i l l  n o t b e  u n le s s  o u r  Synods a d o p t m e asu re s  f o r
^M inu tes  o f  May 2k,  1889 , M inu tes o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  USA, Hew S e r . ,  X II  ( P h i l a d e lp h i a :  
M acC alla  & Company, P r i n t e r s ,  1 8 8 9 ) ,  70-73*
18M inutes o f  May 2 3 , 1889 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, V II [Richmond, Va. :  P r e sb y te r ia n
Committee o f  P u b lic a t io n ,  I 889 ) , 596.
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i t s  b e in g  c a r r i e d  o u t .  T h e re  a re  many p o in t s  o f  f r i c t i o n  n o t 
to u c h e d  i n  t h a t  a g re e m e n t, an d  th e y  a r e  th e  o n e s  t h a t  to u c h  
u s  in  T e x a s . I  f e a r  th e  P r e s b y t e r i e s  -w ill do n o th in g .  I t  
seem s t o  me t h a t  a  G e n e ra l ag ree m en t on  th e  s p e c i a l  p o i n t s  o f  
f r i c t i o n  o u g h t t o  b e  had  b y  th e  Synod in  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  a 
s e n t im e n t  i n  f a v o r  o f  c o o p e r a t io n .
Hodges p o in t e d  o u t t h a t  i f  a  c o n c o rd  w ere r e a c h e d  i t  -would h ave  t o  come 
from  th e  sy n o d  l e v e l .  As p r o o f  o f  t h i s  he p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  i n  th e  P r e s ­
b y te r y  o f  Waco, U .S .A .,  t h e r e  -were 1^ com m unities  u n a b le  t o  s u s t a i n  tw o 
s e p a r a t e  c o n g r e g a t io n s ;  how ever, e a c h  b ra n c h  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  h a d  an  
e s ta b l i s h m e n t  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  c o m m u n itie s . C hurches i n  t h e s e  communi­
t i e s  d e m o n s tra te d  a s t r o n g  d e s i r e  f o r  m e rg e r .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  th e s e  14 
co m m u n ities  w ere l o c a t e d  in  t h e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  U .S . p r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  Cen­
t r a l  T ex a s , D a l l a s ,  a n d  F o r t  W o rth . L o c a l c o n g re g a t io n s  w ere r e l u c t a n t  
t o  ta k e  th e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when th e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  
U .S . p r e s b y t e r i e s  v a r i e d  w id e ly .  W hile a  s y n o d ic a l  p la n  w ou ld  n o t b in d  
th e  j u d i c a t o r i e s  a b s o l u t e l y ,  i t  w ou ld  in f lu e n c e  them  g r e a t l y . ^
I n  a n o th e r  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  same c l e r i c ,  Hodges r e i t e r a t e d  th e  
n e e d  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e tw ee n  th e  tw o  b ra n c h e s  o f  th e  
c h u rc h .  " I  am f u l l y  aw are t h a t  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  1889  ag ree m en t i s  
b e in g  v i o l a t e d  on b o th  s i d e s ,  a n d  I  b lu s h  ? v e ry  t im e  my c h u rc h  i s  
g u i l t y . "  W hile  a s s e r t i n g  h i s  s t r o n g  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  p r o g r e s s  an d  p r o s ­
p e r i t y  o f  h i s  c h u rc h , he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  cau se  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  was 
m ore im p o r ta n t  th a n  t h a t  o f  e i t h e r  d e n o m in a tio n .
^ B .  A . Hodges to  J .  P . R ob ertson , November 18,  1908 . Papers
o f  B . A . H odges, in  ( T r in i t y  U n iv e r s i ty  A r c h iv e s ) .
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He th e n  expounded  o n  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  t h e  tw o t r a n c h e s  t r y i n g  
t o  r e a c h  an  accom m odation  i n  T e x a s . A f t e r  1906  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  was 
com posed i n  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  fo rm e r  C u m b e rla n d e rs . E v er s in c e  t h e  C i v i l  
War t h e  U .S . an d  C um berland  C hurches h a d  b e e n  v ig o ro u s  a n d  o f t e n  b i t ­
t e r  r i v a l s  f o r  t h e  same f i e l d .  T hus, th e y  h a d  a  lo n g  h i s t o r y  o f  m u tu a l 
s u s p i c io n  an d  h o s t i l i t y .  When t h e  C u m b erlan d ers  u n i t e d  w i th  t h e  m o th e r 
c h u rc h ,  th e y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h i s  a n ta g o n ism  i n t o  i t .
Many U .S . m i n i s t e r s ,  c a l l i n g  t h e i r  d e n o m in a tio n  t h e  s o u th e r n  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , l a b e l e d  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  t h e  " n o r th e rn "  
c h u rc h .  Thus th e y  s t ig m a t i z e d  i t ,  and  a rg u e d  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  c o n f in e  
i t s e l f  t o  t h e  n o r th e r n  s t a t e s  le a v in g  th e  f i e l d  o f  t h e  S o u th  e x c l u ­
s i v e l y  t o  t h e  U .S . d e n o m in a tio n . The C um berland  C hurch , how ev er, was 
t h e  e a r l i e s t  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u rc h  t o  e n t e r  T e x a s , an d  b y  t h e  y e a r  1906 h ad  
a m em bership  a lm o s t e q u a l  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  U .S . c h u rc h .  When th e  m e rg e r  
o f  t h e  C um berland  an d  U .S .A . c h u rc h e s  was consum m ated, t h i s  l a r g e  
e s ta b l i s h m e n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  m o th e r c h u rc h , an d  
th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C um berland  C hurch  becam e p a r t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h . The n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  i t  h ad  a s  much r i g h t  a s  an y  P r o t e s t a n t  d e n o m in a tio n  t o  t h e  f i e l d  
a n d  t h a t  t h e  S o u th  h a d  n e e d  o f  b o th  t h e  U .S . a n d  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h e s .  
" T h is  i s  o u r  v iew  o f  i t ,  and  on t h i s  v iew  we a c t ." ^ ®
^ B .  A . Hodges t o  J .  P . R o b e r tso n , A u g u st 4 ,  1908 . P a p e rs  o f  
B . A. H odges.
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As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  i l l  f e e l i n g  an d  la c k  o f  g e n e r a l  u n d e r s ta n d ­
in g ,  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  o f  t h e  t im e  i s  f i l l e d  w i th  p e t t y  
" b ic k e r in g . I n  a  t y p i c a l  l e t t e r  t h e  R ev. M r. W. T . Logan, C hairm an o f  
t h e  C om m ittee on Home M is s io n s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  A b ile n e ,  U .S .A .,  
w ro te  t h e  R ev . M r. H odges, C hairm an o f  t h e  S y n o d ic a l  C om m ittee o f  th e  
same d e n o m in a tio n :
I  don t  [ s i c ] rem em ber j u s t  w hat I  s a i d  a b o u t th e  t r o u b l e  
w i th  th e  U .S . p e o p le .  W hile I  do n o t  l i k e  t o  r e p e a t  t r o u b l e  
a n d  u n p le a s a n t  t h i n g s ,  b u t  a s  you a r e  c h a irm a n  o f  o u r  Home 
M is s io n s  C om m ittee, I  se e  no harm  i n  r e l a t i n g  some o f  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s .
A bout tw o y e a r s  e a r l i e r  t h e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  th e  
" n o r th e r n "  c h u rc h  a l l  c la im s  t o  t h e  tow n o f  A sp e rm o n t. The p a s t o r -  
e v a n g e l i s t  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  s e n t  w ord  t o  t h e  U .S .A . e v a n g e l i s t ,  
t h e  R ev . M r. W. E . G reen , t h a t  he  was w ith d ra w in g  fro m  th e  f i e l d ,  an d  
i f  G reen  w ish e d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  com m unity he was f r e e  t o  do s o .  A f t e r  
p r e a c h in g  i n  t h e  tow n f o r  tw o y e a r s ,  t h e  U .S .A . e v a n g e l i s t  d e v e lo p e d  a 
s m a l l  b u t  e n t e r p r i s i n g  c h u rc h .  When a  r a i l r o a d  was c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  t h e  
to w n , i t  bade  f a i r  t o  become a  p ro m is in g  c e n t e r .  When th e  A u s t in  P re s b y ­
t e r y  o f  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  a p p o in te d  a  p e rm an en t s u p p ly  t o  t h e  commu­
n i t y ,  he c o l l e c t e d  money f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a  c h u rc h  b u i l d in g  an d  
m anse , a n d  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  was b u i l t  up t o  t h i r t y  m em bers. When th e  
" U .S ."  p e o p le  saw  th e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  t h e y  dem anded t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
c h u rc h  abandon  th e  tow n a n d  r e t u r n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  th e m . When t h e  A b ile n e  
P r e s b y te r y  r e f u s e d  t h i s  demand, th e y  to o k  t h e i r  c o m p la in t to  t h e  c h a i r ­
man o f  t h e i r  s y n o d ic a l  co m m ittee  on c o m ity . The c a s e  has  y e t  t o  be  
s e t t l e d  b y  t h e  j o i n t  co m m ittee  on  c o m ity . We
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a r e  s t i l l  o ccu p y in g  t h e  f i e l d ,  a n d  s h a l l  c o n t in u e  t o  do so
u n t i l  t h e  B o ard  [o f  C om ity] o r d e r s  us t o  abandon  i t ,  a n d  th e n
we s h a l l  do s o . . . . 1  r e g r e t  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y
r e l a t i o n s  w i th  o u r  U .S . b r e t h r e n ,  b u t  t h e y  have f o r c e d  i t  upon  
u s ,  an d  we a r e  o n ly  t r y i n g  to  t a k e  c a r e  o f  o u r  s e l v e s .  ̂
The U .S . c h u rc h  was n o t  t h e  o n ly  g u i l t y  p a r t y .  The R ev . Mr.
S . L . M o r r is ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  E x e c u tiv e  C om m ittee o f  Our Home M is s io n s  
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S . i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  a n o th e r  m i n i s t e r  o f  th e
same d e n o m in a tio n  p r o t e s t e d  t h e  a t te m p t  o f  a  " n o r th e r n "  m i n i s t e r  t o  co n ­
s t r u c t  a  " n o r th e r n "  c h u rc h  i n  G rand F i e l d  O klahom a, a  tow n o f  a  th o u s a n d  
p e o p le  w here t h e  U .S . P r e s b y te r i a n s  a l r e a d y  h ad  a  c h u rc h  b u i l d i n g .
T h is  U .S .A . p a s t o r  j u s t i f i e d  h i s  a c t i o n s  b y  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  i n  E s c h i t i ,  
O klahom a, a  few  m i le s  aw ay, h i s  d e n o m in a tio n  h ad  e s t a b l i s h e d  a c h u rc h .  
When E s c h i t i  f a i l e d  t o  s u r v iv e ,  an d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  members o f  th e  o ld  
U .S .A . c h u rc h  moved t o  G rand F i e l d ,  t h e  " n o r th e rn "  m i n i s t e r  p r o t e s t e d  
t h a t  he h a d  th e  r i g h t  t o  p r o s e l y t i z e  i n  t h i s  com m unity . As t o  th e  
a t t i t u d e  o f  t h i s  U .S .A . m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  a u th o r  o f  th e  l e t t e r  s a i d :
I  c o n te n d  t h a t ,  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  c o m ity  b e tw ee n  th e  tw o 
c h u rc h e s ,  a s  we a r e  a l r e a d y  on t h e  g ro u n d  w ith  a  good  c h u rc h  
b u i l d i n g ,  i t  w ould  be a  w a s te  o f  money f o r  th e  N o r th e rn  
C hurch  to  e n t e r  t h a t  f i e l d .
I n  t h e  n o r th e r n  p a r t  o f  Oklahoma t h e r e  was a l a r g e  a r e a  o f  s i x t e e n  h u n ­
d re d  s q u a re  m i le s  w here t h e r e  was n o t  a s i n g l e  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u rc h .
I  s im p ly  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t io n  . . . w h e th e r  i t  was r i g h t  
f o r  them  t o  b e  w a s tin g  money i n  c o m p e t i t io n  w ith  u s .  when 
t h e y  have so  much u n o c c u p ie d  t e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  . . .
21W. T . Logan to  B. A. B odges, A u g u st 1 6 , 1 9 0 9 . P a p e rs  o f  
B . A. H odges.
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I  do n o t s e e  how anyone c o u ld  t a k e  any  o th e r  v iew  o f  th e
m a t t e r .22
T h ere  seem t o  have b e e n  few  d is p u te s  o f  t h i s  n a tu r e  u n t i l  th e  
u n io n  o f  th e  C um berland  an d  U .S .A . c h u rc h e s .  T h is  m ig h t have b e e n  
b e c a u se  t h e  U .S .A . C hurch  was so s m a l l  i n  co m p a riso n  t o  th e  s o u th e r n  
c h u rc h  u n t i l  . 1906  t h a t  i t  h a r d ly  a p p e a re d  t o  b e  a  s e r io u s  r i v a l  i n  
T exas a n d  L o u is ia n a .  A f t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  when t h e  fo rm e r  C um berland  
C hurch  w ith  a lo n g  h i s t o r y  o f  m u tu a l a n ta g o n ism  b e tw ee n  i t  an d  th e  
U .S . d e n o m in a tio n  u n i t e d  w i th  th e  U .S .A . c h u rc h ,  f r i c t i o n  b e tw ee n  th e  
n a t i o n a l  and  s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  m o u n ted . E v id e n t ly  be tw een  
1906 a n d  1920 th e  tw o b ra n c h e s  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  w ere  a b le  t o  a m ic a b ly  
s e t t l e  t h e s e  an d  o t h e r  d i s p u t e s .
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  th o s e  a r i s i n g  b e tw ee n  th e  U .S . and  U .S .A . 
c h u rc h e s  o v e r  who was p o a c h in g  on w hose p r e s e r v e s ,  some c o n f l i c t s  
r e s u l t e d  from  t h e  u n i t i n g  o f  two weak c h u rc h e s  i n  a  com m unity t h a t  
c o u ld  s u p p o r t  o n ly  one s t r o n g  c o n g r e g a t io n .  To a v o id  i n j u r e d  f e e l i n g s  
on one s id e  o r  t h e  o th e r ,  t h e  a b s o r p t io n  o f  a  U .S .A . c h u rc h  b y  a  U .S . 
c h u rc h , o r  v ic e  v e r s a  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  m ost c a r e f u l  s t r a t e g y  a n d  d i p l o ­
macy b y  l e a d e r s  o f  b o th  d e n o m in a t io n s . C o rre sp o n d e n c e  o f  t h e  p e r io d  
d e m o n s tra te s  t h a t  some m i n i s t e r s  fro m  b o th  r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  s t r o v e  t o  
p rom ote  th e  c a u se  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  a s  a w ho le  b y  e n c o u ra g in g  th e  
u n io n  o f  weak c h u rc h e s  w h e re v e r  p r a c t i c a l .
22
S . L, M o rr is  t o  J .  D. R o b e r ts o n , November 2 3 , 1908* P a p e rs  
o f  B. A. H odges.
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A l e t t e r  from  t h e  R ev . M r. W. A. McLeod, o f  th e  U .S . Home M is­
s io n  C om m ittee t o  th e  R ev . Mr. B. A. H odges, C hairm an o f  t h e  S y n o d ic a l  
C om m ittee o f  Home M is s io n s  o f  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  p ro v id e s  an  ex am p le .
The s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  i n q u i r e d  a b o u t t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n s o l id a ­
t i o n  i n  n e a rb y  tow ns o f  F o rn ey  an d  W il ls  P o in t ,  w here th e  U .S .  c h u rc h  
h ad  a  m em bership  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  ^ 0 , w h ile  th e  U .S .A . e s ta b l i s h m e n t  
h ad  s l i g h t l y  m o re . Even th o u g h  th e  U .S . c o n g re g a t io n  was " p r e t t y  w e l l  
t o  d o ,"  he th o u g h t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  r e l i g i o n  w ould  b e  s e rv e d  b y  t r a n s f e r r i n g  
them  t o  th e  U .S .A . C hurch  a t  F o rn e y . "As a  member o f  th e  Home M iss io n  
C om m ittee, I  i n t e n d  to  do a l l  I  can  t o  keep  f a i t h  w i th  yo u , a n d  I  f e e l
go
t h e  o th e r  members f e e l  t h e  same w ay ."  J
The movement f o r  u n io n  o f  weak c h u rc h e s  an d  th e  s e a r c h  f o r  m ore 
harm onious r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw een  th e  two c h u rc h e s  d id  n o t p ro c e e d  w i th ­
o u t o p p o s i t i o n ,  a s  a n o th e r  l e t t e r  from  McLeod to  Hodges i n d i c a t e s .
A f t e r  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  U .S . synod  had  j u s t  a p p o in te d  a C om m ittee o f  
C om ity  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h i s  c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  th e  s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  
s t a t e d ,  " S tra n g e  a s  i t  m ig h t seem th e  movement was h eaded  b y  B ro th e r  
Jo h n  V. M cC all, o f  G a in e s v i l l e ,  h e r e t o f o r e  t h e  k in g  b e e  o f  t h e  's t a n d  
p a t 1 f o r c e s . "  B ro th e r  M cC all a d m it te d  on t h e  f l o o r  o f  sy n o d  t h a t  a  c o n ­
v e r s a t i o n  he h a d  w ith  D r. J .  F . S m ith  i n  a  r a i l r o a d  c a r  tw o y e a r s  e a r l i e r  
h ad  chan g ed  h i s  v iew s o n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  f u s i o n .  A t t h i s  same sy n o d  m e e t­
in g  a  " t y p i c a l  s ta n d  p a t t e r "  e x p re s s e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  th e  m ovem ent f o r
2\ .  A . McLeod t o  B. A. H odges, A p r i l  1 8 , 1910 . P a p e r s  o f  
B . A . H odges.
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c o m ity . R e f e r r in g  t o  e v e n ts  o f  32 y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  be spoke  o f  a c o m ity  
ag reem en t s ig n e d  b e tw ee n  t h e  tw o d e n o m in a tio n s .  The p r o v i s io n s  o f  
w h ich  he d e c l a r e d  h ad  n e v e r  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  th e  U .S .A . c h u rc h .  "He 
w axed warm u n d e r  t h e  c o l l a r  when he sp o k e  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  'n o r t h ­
e r n '  c h u rc h  h a v in g  N egroes i n  t h e i r  m e m b ersh ip ."  He i n d i c a t e d  f e a r  t h a t  
th e  " n o r th e r n "  c h u rc h  w ou ld  a t te m p t  t o  " p u t t h e  n ig g e r"  i n  e v e ry  c o n ­
s o l i d a t e d  c h u rc h .  "T,hat l a t t e r  a rg u m en t makes me w o rry , b e c a u se  i t  i s  
su c i.  t h i n l y  v e i l e d  dem ogogurey [ s i c ]
I n  s p i t e  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  w i th in  b o th  c h u rc h e s ,  t h e  f u s io n  o f  weak 
c h u rc h e s  c o n t in u e d .  A lth o u g h  t h e  s y n o d ic a l  j u d i c a t o r i e s  r a t i f i e d  no 
g e n e r a l  p l a n ,  a  l e t t e r  from  Hodges t o  a  U .S . m i n i s t e r  s p e l l e d  o u t  th e  
w ork a r ra n g e m e n ts  w h ich  b o th  b ra n c h e s  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  u n o f f i ­
c i a l l y  a d o p te d .  Even th o u g h  t h e  U .S .A . co m ity  c h a irm an  spo k e  o f  
" a r t i c l e s "  draw n up b y  p r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  th e  tw o d e n o m in a tio n s ,  t h e r e  i s  
no r e c o r d  o f  su c h  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e tw ee n  th e  d e n o m in a tio n s . He m ig h t 
h ave  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  c o m ity  p la n  t h a t  c o m m ittee s  o f  t h e  tw o p r e s b y t e r i e s  
h ad  u n o f f i c i a l l y  f ra m e d . T h e se , how ever, w ere n e v e r  s p r e a d  upon  th e  
r e c o r d s  o f  e i t h e r  d e n o m in a tio n .
As you  . . . know o u r  p r e s b y te r y  and  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  o f  th e  
S o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  have a d o p te d  a r t i c l e s  b y  w h ich  we 
hope t o  u n i t e  a l l  c h u rc h e s  i n  s m a l l  c o m m u n itie s , e a c h  P re s b y ­
t e r y  t o  e n d e a v o r  t o  keep  t h e  ex ch an g es  so  n e a r l y  e v e n  t h a t  
t h e r e  w i l l  b e  no l o s s  o f  m em b ersh ip , [ to  e i t h e r  d e n o m in a tio n ]  
i f  t h a t  c a n  be  d o n e .25
^ W . A. McLeod t o  B. A. H odges, O c to b e r  2k,  1 9 1 2 . P a p e rs  o f  
B . A. H odges.
^ B .  A. Hodges t o  J .  J .  S tu b b s , J a n u a r y  2 1 , 1 9 1 1 . P a p e rs  o f  
B. A . H odges.
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I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  s e n t im e n ts  e x p re s s e d  in  t h e  f o r e g o in g ,  a m in ­
i s t e r  on o c c a s io n  c o u ld  n o t  r e f r a i n  from  e x p r e s s in g  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a t  th e  
v i c t o r y  o f  h i s  c h u rc h  a t  t h e  ex p en se  o f  t h e  o t h e r  d e n o m in a tio n . A 
U .S .A . m i n i s t e r ,  d is c u s s in g  th e  a d s o r p t io n  o f  a U .S . c h u rc h  i n  t h e  tow n 
o f  W ortham, w ro te  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  co n ­
g r e g a t io n  t o  h e  d is m is s e d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h :
The' r e m a rk a b le  t h i n g  a b o u t i t  i s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  m y s e lf  o r  [ s i c ] 
my p e o p le  h ad  a n y th in g  t o  do w i th  i t  u n t i l  i t  became so  
a p p a re n t  t h a t  i t  was g o in g  t o  s u c c e e d  t h a t  th e y  b eg g ed  me t o  
ta k e  h o ld  an d  h e lp  them  t o  l a n d  s a f e l y ,  w h ich  I  d i d . T h e i r  
P r e s b y te r y  r e l u c t a n t l y  g r a n te d  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  a n d  o n  l a s t  
T h u rsd ay  o u r  P r e s b y te r y  m et h e re  an d  to o k  them  u n d e r  i t s  c a r e  
and  c o n s o l i d a te d  t h e  c h u rc h e s .  We g o t  70 members a n d  a l l  o f  
t h e i r  p r o p e r ty ,  a b o u t $ 5 * 0 0 0 .0 0 . We r e t a i n  a l l  o f  t h e i r  o f f i ­
c i a l s  an d  g iv e  them  f u l l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Sunday S c h o o l.
When t h e  w e lf a r e  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  a s  a  w hole was c l e a r l y  a t  
s ta k e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  p ro v e d  i t s e l f  e q u a l ly  w i l l i n g  t o  s u r r e n d e r  t o  
t h e  s o u th e rn  d e n o m in a tio n . H odges, w r i t i n g  t o  a  U .S . m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  
C e n t r a l  T exas P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S . s t a t e d :
I  am a g a in  w r i t i n g  you on th e  m a t t e r  o f  u n io n .
I  have made a  l i s t  o f  s e v e n te e n  p la c e s  w i th in  t h e  bounds 
o f  Waco an d  A u s t in  P r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  U .S .A . C h urch , t h a t  c o v e r  
n e a r l y  a l l  y o u r p r e s b y te r y  a n d  p a r t s  o f  D a lla s  an d  F o r t  W orth  
P r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  U .S . C h u rch .
Why may we n o t  s t a r t  a  move t o  g e t  t h e s e  c h u rc h e s  to g e th e r ?
I  am s u r e  some o f  them  can  b e  com bined . F o r i n s t a n c e ,  I  was 
a t  E n n is  l a s t  S a tu rd a y ,  an d  h a d  a  c o n fe re n c e  w i th  o u r  p e o p le  
t h e r e .  We a r e  n o t  a s  s t r o n g  a s  t h e  U .S . C h u rch , b u t  h ave  some 
good p e o p le .  T hese  tw o c h u rc h e s  o u g h t t o  be  com bined . The 
tow n i s  n o t  g ro w in g , an d  th e  tw o c h u rc h e s  y i l l  j u s t  a b o u t make 
one good  o n e .  A f t e r  a  lo n g  c o n fe re n c e  w i th  o u r  e l d e r s ,  I  
b e l i e v e  th e y  a r e  j u s t  a b o u t r e a d y  f o r  u n io n ,  i f  o n ly  th e y  can  
b e  made t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  U .S . c h u rc h  w i l l  make an  exch an g e  o u r
26E . L . Moore t o  B. A. H odges, J a n u a ry  1 , 1912 . P a p e rs  o f  
B . A. H odges.
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w ay. I t  i s  n o t  t h e  id e a  o f  a  " sv a p o u t"  t h a t  a p p e a ls  t o  them , 
h u t  t h e  id e a  o f  a  u n io n  a tm o s p h e re .  I f  we can  c r e a t e  t h a t  
a tm o sp h e re  I  t h i n k  we ca n  make many m u tu a l ex ch an g es  t h a t  w i l l  
r e l i e v e  u s  o f  some e m b a r ra s s in g  s i t u a t i o n s ,  an d  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  
w ork a l l  ro u n d . Of c o u r s e ,  we can  o n ly  e n c o u ra g e  t h e  c h u rc h e s  
t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r .  We c a n n o t d i r e c t  w hat th e y  m ust d o .2?
W ith  th e s e  exam ples drawn from  o f f i c i a l  c h u rc h  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  
a s  a  g e n e r a l  b a c k g ro u n d , t h i s  c h a p te r  can  now t u r n  t o  a  c a r e f u l  s t a t i s ­
t i c a l  s tu d y  co m p ile d  b y  a  U .S .A . m i n i s t e r  f o r  h i s  G e n e ra l A ssem b ly .
T h is  p a p e r  c o n c e rn e d  i t s e l f  w i th  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  m e rg e r o f  th e  U .S . 
a n d  U .S .A . c h u rc h e s  i n  T exas from  1906  th r o u g h  1 9 2 0 . S in c e  t h e r e  w ere 
f o u r  f e d e r a t i o n s  among th e  above 26  c h u rc h e s ,  t h e  t o t a l  d u p l i c a t i o n  was 
re d u c e d  t o  2 3 . I t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  b e tw een  1906  a n d  1920 , 67  d u p l i c a ­
t i o n s  d is a p p e a r e d .  How d id  t h e  e l im i n a t io n  o f  so  many c h u rc h e s  come 
a b o u t?  F u r th e r ,  how has  i t  a f f e c t e d  e a c h  o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n s  an d  how 
was t h e  p r o p e r ty  in v o lv e d  d is p o s e d  o f?
I n  some c a s e s  one c h u rc h  g r a d u a l l y  d r a in e d  th e  m em bership  o f  
t h e  o th e r  u n t i l  t h e  r u l i n g  p r e s b y te r y  d i s s o lv e d  th e  c h u rc h .  I n  c e r t a i n  
i n s t a n c e s  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  to o k  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  b y  d i s s o lv in g  t h e  c h u rc h  
an d  recom m ending t h a t  th e  m em bership  j o i n  t h e  o th e r  b ra n c h  o f  t h e  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C h u rch . I n  b y  f a r  th e  l a r g e s t  num ber o f  c a s e s ,  how ever, a 
p r e s b y te r y  d is m is s e d  th e  c h u rc h  t o  t h e  o t h e r  d e n o m in a tio n  on  t h e  r e q u e s t  
o f  t h e  c h u rc h  i t s e l f .  T h u s, t h e  im p e tu s  to w a rd  f u s io n  came n o t  from  th e  
l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  tw o d e n o m in a tio n s  b u t  from  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n g re g a t io n s  
th e m s e lv e s .
27
B . A, Hodges t o  A. F . C unningham , M arch 1 7 , 19 IO . P a p e rs  o f  
B . A. H odges.
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T h e  f i n a l  b a l a n c e  s h e e t  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  p r o p e r t y  t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  -w a s  o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  b o t h  c h u r c h e s .  A l t h o u g h  i n  s o m e  o f  t h e  
m e r g e r s  t h e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  s o m e  t r a n s f e r s  
a r e  g i v e n  b e l o w .  C o n c e r n i n g  50 o f  57 c a s e s ,  t h e y  s h o w  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
THE SITUATION IN 1906
M i n i s t e r s  ...................................................................................................... U ,.S,»A  * 263
M i n i s t e r s  ..................................... ........................................................... 194
C h u r c h e s  ...................................................................................................... 461
C h u r c h e s  . . . . . . .  ................................................... 442
M e m b e r s  ............................................................................................................. 2 1 ,8 8 4
M e m b e r s  . . .  ....................................................................................... 2 3 ,0 5 9
T o t a l  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  1906 4 4 ,9 4 3
THE SITUATION IN  1920
M in is te r s  ....................................................................  U .S .A . 258
M i n i s t e r s ..................................... ' . ........................  U .S . 225
C h u r c h e s ....................................................................  U .S .A . 381
C h u r c h e s ....................................... ..... U .S . 400
Members .........................................................................  U .S .A . 2 9 ,6 7 7
Members .........................................................................  U .S . 3 2 ,4 1 3
T o ta l  P r e s b y te r i a n  m em bership  i n  1920............................  6 2 ,0 9 0
DUPLICATION OF CHURCHES IN 1906
Number o f  d u p l i c a t i o n s  i n  1 9 0 6 .................................................  93
M em bership o f  th e  93 c h u rc h e s :  U .S .A ..................................  6 ,5 2 4
U . S . ..................................  5 ,8 3 4
T o ta l  m em bership  o f  t h e  93 c h u r c h e s ...........................  1 2 ,3 5 8
A verage  m em bership  o f  t h e  93 c h u rc h e s :  U .S .A . . . . 70+
U .S . . . . .  6 3 -
A verage m em bership  o f  t h e  c h u rc h e s  i f  u n i t e d  . . 133
DUPLICATIONS IN 1920
Number o f  d u p l i c a t i o n s  i n  1920....................................................  26
M em bership o f  t h e  26 c h u rc h e s :  U .S .A ..................................  4 , l 4 8
u . s .....................................  3 ,2 7 8
T o ta l  m em bership  o f  t h e  26 c h u r c h e s ...........................  7 ,4 2 6
A verage  m em bership  o f  t h e  26 c h u r c h e s :  U.S .A . . . . 159+
U .S . 126+
A verage  m em bership  o f  th e  26 c h u rc h e s  i f  u n i t e d  . 285
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Number o f  c h u rc h e s  t r a n s f e r r e d  and  d i s s o lv e d :
U .S .A . t o  U .S . C h u r c h ................................   22
U .S . t o  U .S .A . C hurch   .......................  28
Number o f  members t r a n s f e r r e d :
U .S .A . t o  U .S . C h u r c h ..............................................   846
U .S . t o  U .S .A . C hurch   ...........................................  615
Amount o f  p r o p e r ty  t r a n s f e r r e d :
U .S .A . t o  U .S . C hurch  . . . . . . .  .................... . $ 3 6 ,5 0 0 .0 0
U .S . t o  U .S .A . C hurch   ....................................  2 3 ,5 5 0 .0 0
T o t a l  num ber o f  c h u rc h e s  t r a n s f e r r e d  . . . . . . .  50
T o ta l  num ber o f  members e x c h a n g e d ................................ l , 4 6 l
T o ta l  am ount o f  p r o p e r ty  ex ch an g ed  ..........................  $ 6 0 ,0 5 0 .0 0
I t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  th e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  o b ta in e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  num ber o f  
c h u rc h e s ,  b u t  t h e  U .S . d e n o m in a tio n  a l a r g e r  t o t a l  m em bership a n d  th e  
l i o n ' s  s h a re  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  The s u rv e y  d e m o n s tra te d  a h e a l th y  a tm o s ­
p h e re  o f  c o o p e r a t io n  and  c o m ity , a l th o u g h  to o  o f t e n  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f
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t h e  movement l a y  o u t s id e  t h e  ra n k s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  h ie r a r c h y .  u
W hile  b i t t e r  q u a r r e l s  may have r e t a r d e d  u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e tw een  
t h e  tw o b r a n c h e s ,  t h e  r e c o r d s  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  has  a lw ay s  b e e n  
a num ber o f  m i n i s t e r s  i n  e a c h  d en o m in a tio n  w o rk in g  to w a rd  a  m ore harm o­
n io u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  However, a s  lo n g  a s  t h e r e  a r e  two c h u rc h e s  co m p et­
in g  f o r  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e r e  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be  d i s p u te s  an d  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s . 
The o n ly  f i n a l  an d  r a t i o n a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p ro b lem  i s  th e  o r g a n ic  u n io n  
o f  t h e  U .S . an d  th e  U .S .A . c h u rc h e s ,  a n d  i t  i s  e v i d e n t l y  a s  f a r  from  
r e a l i z a t i o n  to d a y  a s  i t  was d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t io n .
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P . H. F o rd , S to r y  a n d  S ta tu s  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  i n  t h e  S o u th ­
w es t (P a m p h le t)  ( P h i l a d e lp h i a :  P r e s b y te r i a n  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,
n . d . ) ,  2 4 -2 6 .
CHAPTER VI
THE EL PASO CASE
One o f  two c o n f l i c t s  w h ich  d e v e lo p e d  b e tw ee n  th e  tw o P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n s  t h a t  c o u ld  n o t  b e  s e t t l e d  b y  a  f r i e n d l y  e n t e n te  
was t h e  s o - c a l l e d  E l P aso  C ase . U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  a l th o u g h  th e  m ain  o u t ­
l i n e s  o f  t h e  p ro b lem  a r e  c l e a r ,  num erous d e t a i l s  a r e  o b s c u re d  a s  many 
o f  t h e  r e l a t e d  docum ents an d  r e c o r d s  h ave  d is a p p e a r e d .  Some o f  t h e  
r e c o r d s  o f  b o th  c h u rc h e s  t h a t  m ig h t b e  e x p e c te d  t o  d e a l  a t  l e n g th  w i th  
t h i s  i s s u e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a r e  e x t a n t .  C u r io u s ly ,  h ow ever, w h ile  p r e s ­
b y te r y  a n d  s y n o d ic a l  m in u te s  u s u a l l y  t r e a t  e v e ry  d i s p u te  w i th  vo lu m in o u s 
a n d  ev e n  t e d io u s  th o r o u g h n e s s ,  th e s e  m a n u s c r ip ts  a r e  s t r a n g e l y  m ute an d  
vague  a b o u t many a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  W est T exas c o n t ro v e r s y .
Due t o  th e  o u tb re a k  d u r in g  t h e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  P r e s id e n t  T a f t ,  
o f  a p ro lo n g e d  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  M exico , a lm o s t a l l  t h e  U .S . an d  U .S .A . 
m is s io n s  c lo s e d ,  an d  t h e  m i s s io n a r i e s  o p e r a t in g  t h e s e  s t a t i o n s ,  w i th  
many o f  t h e i r  M exican com m unican ts , f l e d  t o  T e x a s . Owing t o  i t s '  p ro x ­
im i ty  t o  M exico an d  a l r e a d y  l a r g e l y  L a t in  p o p u la t io n ,  E l P aso  becam e 
th e  g a th e r in g  p o i n t  o f  t h i s  r e f u g e e  th r o n g .  Over h a l f  t h e  m em bership  
o f  th e  U .S .A . m is s io n  s t a t i o n s  i n  T o r re o n , M exico , moved en  m asse t o  
t h a t  com m unity .
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I n  1913 "when t h i s  i n f l u x  r e a c h e d  i t s  h e ig h t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  
h ad  no S p a n is h - s p e a k in g  m is s io n  i n  E l P a so , h u t  t h e  U .S . d e n o m in a tio n  
a l r e a d y  o c c u p ie d  th e  f i e l d  w i th  a s m a l l  p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n  s e t t l e m e n t  
h o u s e . U .S .A . com m unicants an d  m is s io n a r y  l e a d e r s ,  e v i d e n t l y  r e l u c ­
t a n t  t o  a t t a c h  th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h i s  s o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  s t a t i o n ,  a s k e d  
t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,  t o  b u i l d  a  s e p a r a t e  s e t t l e m e n t  h o u s e .
T h a t j u d i c a t o r y ,  how ever, was r e l u c t a n t  t o  move a g g r e s s iv e l y  
i n t o  a n  a r e a  a l r e a d y  p re e m p te d  b y  t h e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h . To a v o id  co n ­
f l i c t ,  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S . ,  an d  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A ., 
a p p o in te d  a  j o i n t  com m ittee  t o  m eet i n  San A n to n io  on  May 1 0 , 1913*
The co m m ittee  drew  up a c o m ity  ag ree m en t r e g a r d in g  t h e  w ork among th e  
S p a n is h - s p e a k in g  com m unicants i n  T e x a s , w hereby  th e  s o u th e r n  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch a g re e d  t o  w ith d raw  from  E l P a s o . Then t h e  U .S .A . syn o d  
w ou ld  c o n s t r u c t  a m is s io n  s t a t i o n ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  com m unicants o f  th e  
U .S . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  w ou ld  t r a n s f e r  t o  i t .  I n  r e t u r n  th e  U .S .A . 
A ssem bly  p ro m ise d  n o t  t o  e n t e r  San A n to n io , w here  i t s  s i s t e r  denom ina­
t i o n  h ad  a s t r o n g  e s ta b l i s h m e n t .
Members o f  b o th  sy n o d s w ere c o r d i a l l y  w i l l i n g  to  a c c e p t  t h e  
u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  b u t  i t  h ad  t o  be  r a t i f i e d  b y  t h e  G e n e ra l A sse m b lie s  o f  
b o th  d e n o m in a tio n s  b e f o r e  i t  c o u ld  b e  im p lem en ted . B o th  b o d ie s  m et i n  
A t la n ta  a few  w eeks a f t e r  t h e  a g ree m en t h ad  b e e n  fra m e d , an d  e a c h  synod  
p r e s e n te d  t h i s  com pact t o  t h e  Home M is s io n  B o ard  o f  i t s  A ssem bly . On 
Ju n e  5 , 1913* U r. C h a r le s  M. Thompson r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  U .S .A . Synod t h a t  
th e  Home M is s io n  B oard  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  h ad  o f f i c i a l l y  a c c e p te d  
t h e  a g re e m e n t. However, no a c t i o n  was e v e r  ta k e n  on  t h e  b o a rd  o f  th e
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s o u th e r n  G e n e ra l A ssem bly . No m e n tio n  o f  t h i s  c o m ity  a g re e m e n t can  b e  
fo u n d  in  o f f i c i a l  c h u rc h  r e c o r d s . F u r t h e r ,  th e  m in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l 
A sse m b lie s  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  d e n o m in a tio n s  f a i l e d  t o  n o te  a n y  su c h  
r e q u e s t  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n .
Now b o th  o f  th e  T exas Synods c o n s id e r e d  th e  e n t e n te  n u l l  an d  
v o id .  A c tin g  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h i s  v ie w , t h e  U .S .A . C hurch  moved 
i n t o  San A n to n io , an d  th e  U .S . C hurch  r e t a i n e d  i t s  m is s io n  s t a t i o n  in  
E l P a s o . E v id e n t ly  no h o s t i l i t y  o f  an y  co n seq u en c e  d e v e lo p e d  o v e r  
t h e i r  w ork i n  San A n to n io , b u t  th e  c a s e  p ro v e d  d i f f e r e n t  i n  the.-, f a r  
w e s te rn  c i t y .  T ro u b le  d e v e lo p e d  when t h e  U .S .A . Synod p ro c e e d e d  w ith  
i t s  p la n s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a m is s io n  s t a t i o n  i n  t h a t  com m unity . 
A t t h e  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  U .S .A . j u d i c a t o r y  i n  E l P aso  i n  O c to b e r , 
191^ ,  th e  co m m ittee  o n  home m is s io n s  r e p o r t e d  on th e  w ork done among 
t h e  M exicans i n  T e x a s . I t  s t a t e d  t h a t  a b o u t 18 m onths p r e v io u s l y  t h e  
R ev . M r. K en n e th  Brown made a c a r e f u l  s u rv e y  o f  t h e  E l P aso  f i e l d  an d  
r e p o r t e d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  on  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o g r e s s iv e  w ork in  
t h a t  a r e a .  E n co u rag ed  b y  t h i s  r e p o r t  a n d  a l a t e r  s u rv e y  c o n d u c te d  b y  
t h e  Rev.. M r. R o b e rt McLean, s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  M exican  w ork f o r  t h e  
U .S .A . sy n o d , th e  co m m ittee  h ad  s e n t  him  t o  t h e  191^ m e e tin g  o f  th e  
U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  t o  r e q u e s t  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  from  t h e  Home M iss io n  
B o a rd . P e rh a p s  t o  th e  a s to n is h m e n t o f  b o th  t h e  co m m ittee  a n d  M cLean,
•4b. A. H odges, A H is to r y  o f  th e  M exican M is s io n  Work C o nducted  
b y  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica i n  t h e  Synod 
o f  T exas (no l o c a t io n  g iv e n ;  The Women*s S y n o d ic a l  o f  T e x a s , 1 9 3 1 ); 
1 2 -1 3 . (P a m p h le t)
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t h e  h o a rd  re s p o n d e d  w ith  m arked  g e n e r o s i t y .  P ro m is in g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
$ 50>0 0 0 , t h a t  b o d y  a p p r o p r ia t e d  $^ ,^ 30  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  work i n  t h e  
com ing y e a r . 2
S in c e  S ep te m b er, 1913* t h e  Rev. M r. McLean h a d  made r e g u l a r
v i s i t s  t o  E l P a s o , an d  o n  D ecem ber 1 , 191^-* t h e  R ev. M f. J o s e  V e n e c ia
moved h i s  r e s id e n c e  from  S an  A ngelo  t o  E l P aso  t o  t a k e  c h a rg e  o f  th e
w ork . As th e  f r u i t  o f  t h e i r  l a b o r s ,  i n  M arch , 1915* a  U .S .A . c o n g re ­
g a t io n  was fo rm ed  i n  th e  M exican com m unity . T h e ir  g r e a t e s t  h a n d ic a p  
was t h e  a b se n c e  o f  a c h u rc h  b u i l d i n g . 3
The p ro b le m  in  E l P aso  p ro v e d  u n iq u e .  A lth o u g h  th e  M exican 
p o p u la t io n  was l a r g e ,  s a v e  f o r  a few  s c a t t e r e d  e n c la v e s ,  th e  g r e a t  mass 
o f  t h e s e  S p a n is h - s p e a k in g  c i t i z e n s  l i v e d  i n  one a r e a  o f  th e  c i t y .  T hus, 
an y  c h u rc h  t h a t  w ould  s e r v e  t h i s  com m unity w ou ld  o f  n e c e s s i t y  be  
e r e c t e d  r e l a t i v e l y  c lo s e  t o  a n o th e r  house o f  w o rsh ip . Ten c e n t e r s  o f  
r e l i g i o n ,  P r o t e s t a n t  and  C a th o l i c ,  e x i s t e d ,  w i th in  f iv e - m in u te s  w a lk  o f  
e a c h  o t h e r . 14' When th e  U .S .A . sy n o d  b u i l t  i t s  m is s io n  s t a t i o n ,  i t  was 
l o c a t e d  750 f e e t  from  th e  s t r u g g l i n g  l i t t l e  c h u rc h  o f  th e  U .S . 
d e n o m in a tio n .5
^M inu tes o f  O c to b e r  9* 191^* M in u te s  o f  th e  Synod o f  T exas o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  th e  USA ( n . p . ,  n . d . ) ,  2 1 -2 2 , 2 5 .
3M in u tes  o f  O c to b e r  8 , 1 9 1 5 , i b i d .  (1915)* 1 9 -2 0 .
^H odges, A H is to r y  o f  t h e  M exican M iss io n  W ork, 1 5 .
^Appendix, M inutes o f  th e  62nd G eneral A ssem bly o f  th e  P resb y ­
t e r ia n  Church i n  th e  US (Richmond, V a.: P r e sb y te r ia n  Committee o f  Pub­
l i c a t i o n ,  1922 ) ,  189 -9 0 .
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S to rm  w a rn in g s  a p p e a re d  a t  th e  r e g u l a r  1915 a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  
th e  U .S . syn o d  a t  Sherm an. The p e rm an en t c o m ity  co m m ittee  a p p o in te d  to  
m eet w i th  a  s i m i l a r  "body o f  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h , r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i t  h ad  
h e ld  b u t  one s e s s io n  i n  j o i n t  c o n f e r e n c e .  The a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  c o n f e r ­
ence was eng ag ed  b y  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  w ork begun  b y  th e  n a t i o n a l  
c h u rc h  i n  E l P a so . U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  no u n d e r s ta n d in g  c o u ld  be  r e a c h e d  a t  
t h i s  m e e t in g .  A vo lu m in o u s c o rre s p o n d e n c e  fo l lo w e d  b e tw een  t h e  c h a i r ­
men o f  t h e  U .S . a n d  U .S .A . c o m m itte e s , b u t  a g a in  t h e r e  w ere no d e c i s iv e  
r e s u l t s .  F a i l i n g  t o  r e a c h  a  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  tw o ch a irm e n  f i n a l l y  
a g re e d  t h a t  t h e i r  co m m ittees  w ould  t a k e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  G e n e ra l A ssem b lie s  f o r  f i n a l  a d j u d i c a t i o n .^  Each co m m ittee  
th e n  drew  up a s ta te m e n t  o f  i t s  c a s e .
The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  U .S .A . Com ity C om m ittee made i t  c l e a r  how 
f r i c t i o n  d e v e lo p e d . A l e t t e r  from  th e  R ev . M r. C. R . W om eldorf, h ead  
o f  th e  U .S . m is s io n  s t a t i o n  i n  E l P aso  t o  D r. Homer M cM illan  in  
A t l a n t a ,  G e o rg ia , an d  D r. R o b e rt E. S p e e r , New York C i ty ,  c h a irm en  o f  
t h e  c o m ity  co m m ittees  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A sse m b lie s  o f  t h e  tw o denom ina­
t i o n s ,  r e v e a le d  th e  so u rc e  o f  th e  c o n f l i c t .  W om eldorf c o m p la in e d  b i t ­
t e r l y  a b o u t th e  a l l e g e d  s c a n d a lo u s  an d  u n p r in c ip le d  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  R ev. 
M r. V e n e c ia .  T h a t U .S .A . m i n i s t e r  v i s i t e d  t h e  members o f  W o m eld o rf 's  
c o n g re g a t io n  an d  h e ld  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v ic e s  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e i r  hom es. 
F u r th e rm o re , he " v i l l a i n o u s l y "  m is r e p r e s e n te d  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  som etim es
r
M inutes o f  O ctober 15 , 1915> M inutes o f  th e  62nd Synod o f  Texas
o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US (A u stin : Von Boeckmann C o .,
P r in t e r s , 1915)> 52•
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s a y in g  he  was a  member o f  th e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  an d  a t  o th e r  t im e s  o f  t h e  
n o r th e r n  c h u rc h . The c l im a x  came when he i n v i t e d  W o m eld o rf 's  communi­
c a n ts  t o  a C h ris tm a s  f e s t i v a l  a t  t h e  f i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A .,  
w here th e y  w ere g iv e n  p r e s e n t s  an d  p r o v is io n s  " s im p ly  "buying an d  b r i b ­
in g  i n  t h e  m ost s t e a l t h y  m a n n e r."
I n  r e s p o n s e  W om eldorf c h a rg e d  t h a t  t h e  U .S .A . co m m ittee  s a i d  
t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  a  num ber o f  U .S .A . m i s s io n a r i e s  who 
f o r m e r ly  r e s i d e d  in  M exico w ere now l i v i n g  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  A r iz o n a ,  an d  
e ls e w h e re .  Upon h e a r in g  t h a t  V en ec ia  p la n n e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  c h u rc h  in  
E l P a s o , th e s e  c le rg y m en  s u p p l ie d  him  w i th  names o f  t h e i r  fo rm e r  commu­
n ic a n t s  . They u rg e d  him  t o  se e k  o u t  t h e s e  S p a n is h - s p e a k in g  f a m i l i e s  i n  
t h e i r  homes and  i f  p o s s i b l e  t o  e n r o l l  them  i n t o  th e  m em bership  o f  h i s  
m is s io n  s t a t i o n .  Unknown t o  t h e s e  m i s s io n a r i e s  an d  V e n e c ia , a  num ber 
o f  t h e s e  r e fu g e e  P r e s b y te r i a n s  h a d  a f f i l i a t e d  th e m s e lv e s  w i th  W o m eld o rf 's  
c h u rc h .
When V en ec ia  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o f  th e s e  f a m i l i e s  w ere mem­
b e r s  o f  t h e  U .S . c o n g r e g a t io n ,  he  n e i t h e r  v i s i t e d  them  a g a in  n o r  a s k e d  
them  t o  j o i n  him  i n  h i s  w o rk . He c o n f e s s e d ,  how ever, t h a t  he y ie ld e d  
t o  t h e  e a r n e s t  e n t r e a t y  o f  one o f  th e  f a m i l i e s  b e lo n g in g  t o  W o m eld o rf 's  
c h u rc h  a n d  h e ld  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e i r  home. H ow ever, V e n e c ia  
v ig o r o u s ly  d e n ie d  t h a t  he  e v e r  c u n n in g ly  m asq u erad ed  a s  a  U .S . m i n i s t e r .  
F i n a l l y ,  th e  C h ris tm a s  p a r t y  was an  in n o c e n t ,  im prom ptu  a f f a i r  a n d , 
a l th o u g h  g i f t s  w ere d i s t r i b u t e d ,  t h e  c h a rg e  o f  b r i b e r y  was " w ith o u t  
f o u n d a t io n  I n  f a c t  o r  i n  i n t e n t i o n . "
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I n  c o n c lu s io n ,  t h e  co m m ittee s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  W om eldorf dem anded 
a h ig h e r  s ta n d a r d  o f  c o n d u c t th a n  h e  was w i l l i n g  t o  im pose upon h im s e l f .  
He c o n t i n u a l l y  v i s i t e d  i n  t h e  homes o f  known members o f  t h e  c o n g re g a ­
t i o n  o f  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A .,  a t te m p t in g  t o  p r o s e l y ­
t i z e  th e m . I n  c o n c lu s io n ,  h i s  r i d i c u l o u s  a c c u s a t io n s  w ere a  g r e a t e r
v i o l a t i o n  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  an d  c o m ity  th a n  a n y  a c t io n s  on t h e  p a r t  o f
7
V e n e c ia .
The C om ity  Com m ittee o f  t h e  U .S . j u d i c a t o r y ,  on t h e  o th e r  h an d , 
to o k  an  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  v iew  o f  th e  p ro b le m . M aking no a l l u s i o n  t o  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  W om eldorf, t h e y  c h a rg e d  t h a t  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  was 
p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  u n p le a s a n t  s i t u a t i o n  due t o  i t s  unw ar­
r a n t e d  z e a l  i n  m oving i n t o  th e  E l  P aso  f i e l d .  Why s h o u ld  t h e  " n o r th e rn "  
c h u rc h  f o r c e  i t s  way- i n t o  t h i s  com m unity when t h e  l a r g e  M ex ican  p o p u la ­
t i o n  o f  Los A n g e le s  w here th e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  h ad  no e s ta b l i s h m e n t  was 
ig n o re d ?  T h e re  was n o t room f o r  tw o P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  i n  th e  
S p a n is h - s p e a k in g  com m unity o f  E l  P a s o . I t  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th e s e  M exi­
ca n s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw ee n  B a p t i s t s  a n d  M e th o d is ts ,  an d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e tw een  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S . ,  an d  th e  U .S .A . was t o t a l l y  
in c o m p re h e n s ib le  t o  th e m . F u r t h e r ,  th e  U .S . co m m ittee  s t a t e d  i t s  f i r m  
b e l i e f  i n  t h e  " u n d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  e v e r  know ing o f  s u c h  d i f f e r e n c e . "
F i n a l l y ,  th e  co m m ittee  a c c u s e d  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  o f  v i o ­
l a t i n g  t h e  ag reem en t o f  R eform ed C hurches w h ich  b o th  d e n o m in a tio n s  h ad
7
'B . A . Hodges, e t  a l . ,  "Summary o f  th e  S it u a t io n  a s  v iew ed  by
th e  R e p r e se n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  Synod o f  T ex a s, U .S .A ."  Papers ,o f  B . A .
Hodges in  ( T r in i t y  U n iv e r s ity  A r c h iv e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
298
r a t i f i e d .  T h is  com pact s t a t e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  d e n o m in a tio n  -would e s t a b l i s h  
a  r i v a l  c h u rc h  i n  a  f o r e ig n - s p e a k in g  com m unity o f  l e s s  th a n  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  
■where a n o th e r  P r e s b y te r i a n  ho u se  o f  w o rsh ip  h a d  a l r e a d y  p re e m p te d  th e  
f i e l d .  Members o f  t h e  U .S .A . C om ity C om m ittee when p r e s s e d  on t h i s  
p o in t  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a p p l i e d  t o  a l l  f o r e ig n - s p e a k in g  
c i t i z e n s  w i th  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  M ex ica n s. S o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n s  w ere 
n o t  c o n v in c e d  b y  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and  dem anded c l a r i f i c a t i o n  an d
Q
a d j u d ic a t io n  in  t h e  h ig h e r  c h u rc h  c o u r t s .
I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  o v e r tu r e s  e a c h  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a p p o in te d  
C om ity C om m ittees w h ich  m et j o i n t l y  a t  P i t t s b u r g h ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  on  
O c to b e r  2 8 , 1915° Remote from  th e  f i e l d  o f  com bat, t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e s  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . m is s io n  s t a t i o n  was 
one o f  " h u r t f u l  f r i c t i o n "  w i th  t h e  work o f  t h e  U .S . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
i n  E l P a s o .  I t  w as, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  l e t t e r  a n d  s p i r i t  
o f  t h e  a g ree m en t r e l a t i n g  t o  f o r e ig n - s p e a k in g  A m ericans i n  com m unities  
o f  l e s s  th a n  1 0 0 ,0 0 0 . The U .S .A . E x e c u tiv e  C om m ittee was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  
o r d e r  t h e  rem o v a l o f  i t s  house  o f  w o rsh ip  b ey o n d  t h e  s p h e re  o f  " h u r t f u l  
r i v a l r y "  t o  a  new l o c a t i o n  to  be  d e te rm in e d  b y  a  j o i n t  s y n o d ic a l  
co m m ittee
A t t h e  n e x t  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S . ,  th e  
C om ity  Com m ittee d e l iv e r e d  i t s  r e p o r t ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i n  i t s  v iew  t h e
T . A . W harton , e t  a l . ,  " S i t u a t i o n  a s  v iew ed  b y  t h e  R e p r e s e n ta ­
t i v e s  o f  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U S." P a p e rs  o f  B . A . H odges.
^Appendix, M inutes o f  th e ' 56t h  G eneral A ssem bly o f  th e  P resb y­
t e r ia n  Church in  th e  US (1 9 1 6 ) ,  183 .
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r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  p ro b lem  was a c c e p ta b l e .  The co m m ittee  d e c l a r e d  th e  
s e t t l e m e n t  w ould  b e  " f u l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n d  f i n a l  o n ly "  when lo w e r 
c o u r ts  o f  t h a t  d e n o m in a tio n  c a r r i e d  o u t  th e  d i r e c t i v e s  o f  th e  U .S .A . 
E x e c u tiv e  C om m ission. The members o f  syn o d  u n a n im o u s ly  v o te d  t o  ad o p t 
th e  r e p o r t  as  w r i t t e n . ^
A t f i r s t  th e  lo w e r  c o u r t s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  a p p e a re d  w i l l ­
in g  t o  su b m it t o  t h e  c o m ity  a g re e m e n t. A t t h e  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  th e
U .S . sy n o d , i t s  C om ity  C om m ittee s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  h a d  bowed to  t h e  man­
d a te  o f  t h e  U .S .A . E x e c u tiv e  C om m ission. On S ep tem ber 19 , 1916 , i t  k8-! 
met w i th  th e  C om ity  C om m ittee o f  t h e  U .S . synod  i n  t h e  Y.M .C.A. B u ild ­
in g  i n  D a l l a s . I n  o r d e r  t o  r e s t o r e  harm on ious r e l a t i o n s  an d  t o  a v o id  
f u t u r e  f r i c t i o n ,  th e  U .S .A . co m m ittee  a g r e e d  t o  o r d e r  th e  rem o v a l o f  
i t s  m is s io n  s t a t i o n  i n  E l Paso.^"*"
By th e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r ,  how ever, t h e  U .S .A . syn o d  a p p a r e n t ly  h ad  
se c o n d  th o u g h ts  r e g a r d in g  th e  E l P aso  c a s e .  I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1917 th e  
C om ity Com m ittee a g a in  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i t  h a d  a t te m p te d  " f a i t h f u l l y "  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  t h e  a g re e m e n t. T hey t r i e d  t o  a r r a n g e  a 
c o n fe re n c e  w i th  t h e  U .S . Com ity C om m ittee i n  E l P aso  i n  o r d e r  t o  a g re e  
m u tu a l ly  upon a  new s i t e  f o r  th e  m is s io n  s t a t i o n .  A c o n fe re n c e  f a i l e d  
t o  m a t e r i a l i z e ,  b e c a u se  t h e  U .S . com m ittee  n e g le c te d  t o  a t t e n d .  The com­
m i t te e  s a i d  t h a t  th e  s o u th e rn  c h u rc h  h ad  v i o l a t e d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  c o m ity .
^ M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r 1 3 , 1916 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  6 l s t  S e s s io n  o f
th e  Synod o f  T exas o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  US (1 9 1 6 ) , 310•
11M inu tes o f  O c to b e r  7 , 1916 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  Synod o f  Texas o f  
th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  USA ( 1916 ) ,  39* 1
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I n s i s t i n g  t h a t  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  was no lo n g e r  hound h y  th e  
o r i g i n a l  a g re e m e n t, th e -c o ro m itte e  r e q u e s te d  th e  E x e c u tiv e  Com m ission a t  
t h e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f  th e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  on May 21 , 1917# to  
p e rm it  them  to  d i s r e g a r d  th e  o r i g i n a l  ag ree m en t an d  t o  p ro c e e d  w ith  
t h e i r  w ork i n  E l P a s o . A f t e r  h e a r in g  t h e s e  f a c t s  o f f e r e d  by t h e  Texas 
C om m ittee, th e  Com m ission o f  t h e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  i s s u e d  th e  
fo l lo w in g  o r d e r :
R e so lv e d , t h a t  i n  v iew  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o u r  Com m ittee on 
C om ity  o f  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,  has e n d e a v o re d  f a i t h ­
f u l l y  and  e a r n e s t l y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  th e  Gen­
e r a l  A ssem bly  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  E l P aso  c a s e ,  an d  in  v iew  
o f  t h e  f u r t h e r  f a c t  t h a t  an  ag ree m en t was r e a c h e d  b y  o u r  com­
m i t t e e  and  t h e  C om m ittee on Com ity o f  t h e  Synod o f  T ex a s,
U .S .,  w hich  a g ree m en t was in  f u l l  c o m p lian c e  w i th  t h e  d i r e c ­
t i o n  o f  th e  A ssem bly  o f  1916 , an d  s in c e  t h e  w ork t h e r e  i s  
d e v e lo p in g  r a p i d l y  b e c a u se  o f  th e  c o n d i t io n s  i n  M exico a n d  th e  
i n f l u x  o f  p e o p le  from  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  m is s io n s  i n  M exico , we 
m ust t a k e  s te p s  t o  house  th em . We, t h e r e f o r e ,  a u th o r i z e  t h e  
Synod o f  T ex a s , U .S .A ., t o  d e c id e  upon a  l o c a t i o n  an d  s e c u r e  
fu n d s  f o r  th e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a b u i l d i n g .
The com m ittee  r e j o i c e d  t h a t  t h i s  en d ed  th e  " lo n g  an d  d i s a g r e e ­
a b le  c o n t ro v e r s y "  w i th  th e . s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  S ynod . F u r th e r ,  th e  
U .S .A . m is s io n  s t a t i o n  w ould  be  c o n d u c te d  i n  s u c h  a f a s h io n  a s  t o  a v o id  
f r i c t i o n  w ith  a n y  o t h e r  m is s io n  i n  E l  P a s o . ^
The mood o f  t h e  U .S . co m m ittee  i n  i t s  r e p o r t  t o  i t s  sy n o d  i n  
t h e  f a l l  o f  th e  same y e a r  was d e f i n i t e l y  g loom y. T hey  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
th e  c h a irm a n  o f  t h e  two c o m ity  c o m m ittee s  had  c a r r i e d  on a vo lu m in o u s 
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r .  The c h a irm an  o f  t h e  U .S . com m it­
t e e  a t te m p te d  t o  a r r a n g e  a m e e tin g  i n  a  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  c o n v e n ie n t  f o r
12M inutes o f  O ctober 10 , 1917 , i b i d . ( 1917 ) ,  8 .
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b o th  c o m m itte e s . The o t h e r  c h a irm a n , how ever, i n s i s t e d  upon a  c o n f e r ­
en c e  i n  E l  P aso  w h ich  was to o  rem o te  f o r  s e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  U .S . 
c o m m itte e . S in c e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  c o u ld  n o t be  a g re e d  u p o n , th e  m e e tin g  
was n e v e r  h e ld .
The a t t i t u d e  o f  U .S .A . C hairm an Hodges was c l e a r l y  r e v e a le d  i n
a  l e t t e r ,  d a te d  F e b ru a ry  1 5 , 1917; t o  h i s  o p p o s i te  num ber i n  t h e  s o u th -
>
e r n  c h u rc h .
Who i s  t o  d e te rm in e  th e  s p h e re  o f  f r i c t i o n  o r  h u r t f u l  r i v a l r y ?
What c o n s t i t u t e s  f r i c t i o n  o r . h u r t f u l  r i v a l r y ?  I s  su c h  f r i c ­
t i o n  o r  r i v a l r y  a  m a t t e r  o f  g e o g ra p h y  o r  i s  i t  a m a t t e r  o f  
o n e 's  mind? I  su b m it t o  you t h a t  i n  a c i t y  l i k e  E l P aso  f r i c ­
t i o n  i s  more a m a t t e r  o f  t h e  m ind th a n  o f  g e o g ra p h y .
F u r th e r ,  t h e  C om ity C om m ittee h e a rd  t h a t  t h e  U .S .A . synod  was 
c o l l e c t i n g  money f o r  th e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  house  o f  w o rsh ip  i n  E l Paso 
w ith o u t  f u r t h e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  th e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h .  The com m ittee  
u rg e d  t h a t  t h e  U .S . sy n o d  recommend t o  i t s  s i s t e r  j u d i c a t o r y  t h a t  t h e  
m is s io n  b e  rem oved t o  e a s t  E l P a so , w here t h e r e  w ere 1 5 ,0 0 0  M exicans 
u n m in is te r e d  t o  b y  a  c h u rc h  o f  an y  d e n o m in a tio n . R e g r e ta b ly  th e  
a c t i o n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . synod  was n o t  o n ly  a  b r e a c h  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  r u l e s  
o f  c o m ity  be tw een  th e  'tw o P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rch es , b u t  a l s o  o f  t h e  a g r e e ­
m ent f ra m e d  b y  t h e  j o i n t  c o m m itte e .
I t  cdn  be  s e e n  t h a t  m i n i s t e r s  w ere human and  c a p a b le  o f  I n g e n i ­
ous r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  t o  p e rs u a d e  th e m s e lv e s  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  l i e s  w h o lly  on 
t h e i r  s i d e  when th e y  u r g e n t l y  d e s i r e  an  o b j e c t i v e .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o
"^M inutes o f  November 8 , 1917; M ihutes o f  th e  62nd S e s s io n  o f
th e  Synod o f  Texas o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US (1 9 1 7 );  373-7^«
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se e  how t h e  U .S .A . c le rg y m en  c o u ld  p e rs u a d e  th e m s e lv e s  t h a t  b e c a u se  o f  
th e  p ro m is in g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  f i e l d ,  th e y  h ad  th e  r i g h t  t o  t e a r  up 
a so lem n ag ree m en t s ig n e d  b y  b o th  P r e s b y te r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n s  an d  th e n  
i n d i g n a n t l y  t o  a c c u s e  t h e  o t h e r  c h u rc h  o f  v i o l a t i n g  c o m ity . An o b j e c ­
t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  e v id e n c e  makes i t  a p p e a r  t h a t  th e  sy n o d  o f  t h e  
s o u th e rn  c h u rc h  was j u s t i f i e d  i n  i t s  an n o y an ce  a t  i t s  s i s t e r  j u d i c a t o r y .
S e v e r a l  y e a r s  p a s s e d  b e f o r e  th e  U .S .A . sy n o d  c o u ld  im plem ent 
i t s  p l a n s .  I t  a c q u i r e d  p r o p e r ty  on th e  c o r n e r  o f  F o u r th  a n d  Ochoa 
S t r e e t s ,  b u t ,  due t o  w artim e  s h o r ta g e s ,  t h e  s t a t e  c o u n c i l  o f  d e fe n s e  
d e n ie d  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a h o u se  o f  w o rs h ip . W ith  t h e  t e r m in a ­
t i o n  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  p r o s p e c t s  o f  a  new c h u rc h  b r ig h t e n e d ,  an d  in  
A p r i l ,  1919.» "the R ev . Mr. R o b e r t  McLean co m m issio n ed  an a r c h i t e c t  t o  
draw  up p la n s  f o r  th e  b u i l d i n g .  Funds w e re , how ever, l a c k in g ,  and  i t
was n o t u n t i l  November o f  t h a t  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  B o ard  o f  Home M is s io n s  o f
th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  a g re e d  t o  u n d e r w r i te  c o n s t r u c t io n  c o s t s .
On S unday, F e b ru a ry  8 , 1920 , th e  e n t i r e  M exican m em bersh ip  o f
t h e  R ev . M r. V e n e c ia ’ s c h u rc h , now num bering  o v e r  500 , g a th e r e d  on  th e
c o rn e r  o f  F o u r th  an d  Ochoa S t r e e t s .  A b r a s s  b an d  p la y e d  e n t h u s i a s t i ­
c a l l y  w h ile  th e  com m unicants san g  so n g s  o f  r e j o i c i n g .  The a c t in g  m ayor 
o f  E l P a s o , D r. B . Wren Webb, V e n e c ia , and  McLean d e l iv e r e d  t h e  ce rem o ­
n i a l  a d d r e s s e s .  A t t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h e s e  t a l k s ,  th e  c o r n e r s to n e  f o r  
a  new c h u rc h  was l a i d .  The new h o u se  o f  w o rsh ip  was t o  c o s t  $ 4 0 ,0 0 0 , 
an d  th e  b i l l  f o r  t h e  com plex o f  b u i l d in g s  was t o  t o t a l  o v e r  $1 00 , 0 0 0 .
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As p r o j e c t e d ,  t h i s  was t o  be  th e  f i n e s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  home f o r  S p a n is h ­
s p e a k in g  c i t i z e n s  i n  T e x a s .
The h e a r t  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S . ,  f a i l e d  t o  b e a t  h ig h  w ith  
e q u a l  g la d n e s s  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h u rc h  i n  West 
T e x a s . F o r  th e  se c o n d  t im e  i t  c a r r i e d  i t s  c o m p la in t t o  i t s  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly , a n d  t h a t  c o u r t  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  c r y .  I n  1922 an  a d  in t e r im  
C om m ittee on  C om ity o f  th e  U .S . G e n e ra l A ssem bly , r e p o r t i n g  on i t s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  th e  E l P aso  c o n t ro v e r s y ,  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  t h e  fo rm e r  
m is s io n  s t a t i o n  o f  th e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  was 720 f e e t  fro m  t h e  U .S . m is ­
s io n ,  b u t  i t  was l o c a t e d  a ro u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  an d  o u t  o f  s i g h t  o f  t h a t  
b u i l d i n g .  I n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  j o i n t  c o m ity  ag ree m en t o f  1916 , th e  
U .S .A . syn o d  d id  d e m o lish  t h e  o ld  s t r u c t u r e .  Now, how ever, i t  was 
e r e c t i n g  a  new and  f a r  more m a g n if ic e n t  hou se  o f  w o rsh ip  a l s o  720  f e e t  
from  t h e  U .S . m is s io n  b u t  on  th e  same s t r e e t ,  an d  im p u d e n tly  i n  p l a i n  
v iew  o f  th e  s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . The C om ity Com m ittee o f  t h e  
U .S . syn o d  made many su b se q u e n t a t te m p ts  t o  m eet w i th  t h e  U .S .A . com­
m i t t e e  b u t  t h a t  body  d e c l in e d  u n le s s  th e  U .S . co m m ittee  a g re e d  t o  
re o p e n  th e  w hole d i s p u te  a n d  fram e a n o th e r  ag ree m en t m ore s a t i s f a c t o r y  
t o  t h e  T exas Synod, U .S .A . T h is  t h e  U .S . com m ittee  r e f u s e d  t o  d o .
F o r tu n a t e ly ,  th e  b i t t e r n e s s  b e tw een  t h e  tw o E l  Paso  c h u rc h e s  
a p p e a re d  much a l l a y e d ,  b u t  t h i s  d id  n o t  ex c u se  t h e  U .S .A . S y n o d 's  
u n i l a t e r a l l y  s c r a p p in g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o m ity  a g re e m e n t. F i n a l l y ,  t h e  ad
■^Hodges, A H is to r y  o f  M exican M iss io n  Work, 15-17*
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i n t e r im  co m m ittee  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  recom m ended t h a t  i n  t h e  i n t e r ­
e s t  o f  r e l i g i o n  no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  be  ta k e n  i n  th e  E l P a so  m a t te r
The ac rim o n y  so  m a rk e d ly  e v id e n t  o v e r  th e  J .  C . B a r r  c a s e  was 
n o t i c e a b l y  a b s e n t  i n  t h e  E l Paso  d i s p u te .  A t th e  t im e  when th e  c o n t r o ­
v e r s y  was s u p p o s e d ly  a t  i t s  h e i g h t ,  th e  sy n o d  o f  th e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  
a t  i t s  1917  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  u rg in g  t h e i r  b r e th r e n  in  
th e  U .S .A . j u d i c a t o r y  t o  s e v e r  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  t h e  n a t io n a l
c h u rc h  a n d  t o  p e rm i t  th e m se lv e s  a n d  a l l  t h e i r  p r o p e r ty  t o  be  a b s o rb e d
l6b y  t h e  U .S . sy n o d . The re s p o n s e  o f  th e  U .S .A . sy n o d  t o  t h i s  o v e r ­
t u r e  d id  n o t come u n t i l  tw o y e a r s  l a t e r  a t  i t s  r e g u l a r  a n n u a l m e e tin g  
i n  1919* R e a d i ly  c o n f e s s in g  th e  n e e d  t o  e l im i n a t e  t h e  s p e c ta c le  o f  two 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurches co m p etin g  f o r  th e  same f i e l d ,  i t  d e c la r e d  t h a t  
f e d e r a t i o n  i n  T exas w ou ld  n o t s o lv e  th e  b a s i c  p ro b le m . The f i n a l  an sw er 
was t h e  o rg a n ic  u n io n  o f  t h e  tw o d e n o m in a tio n s  and to w a rd  t h i s  a c h ie v e ­
m ent b o th  l o c a l  c o u r ts  s h o u ld  c o n c e n t r a te  a l l  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .
The E l P aso  c o n t ro v e r s y  a p p e a re d  t o  d ie  down a f t e r  t h e  exchange  
o f  a few  a n g ry  w o rd s, a n d  a f t e r  a  few  y e a r s  t h e  w hole m a t t e r  a p p e a re d  t o  
have b e e n  f o r g o t t e n  b y  a lm o s t e v e ry o n e . N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h e  le s s o n  o f  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was c l e a r .  U n t i l  t h e  m e rg e r o f  th e  tw o P r e s b y te r i a n
15A p p en d ix , M in u te s  o f  t h e  62nd G e n e ra l  A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch i n  th e  US (1922), lS9~91« '
16M in u te s  o f  November 8 , 1917? M in u te s  o f  t h e  62nd  S e s s io n  o f  
th e  Synod o f  T exas o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch  i n  t h e  US (1917)* 3 7 3 -7 4 .
17'M inutes o f  O ctober 11 , 1919* M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA (1919)* 5 6 - 58*
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d e n o m in a tio n s  o c c u r r e d ,  d i s p u te s  l i k e  t h e  E l  P aso  c a s e  c o u ld  r e c u r ,  
a b ra d in g  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw ee n  t h e  l o c a l  j u d i c a t o r i e s  a n d  i n j u r i n g  'Che ca u se  
o f  r e l i g i o n  i t s e l f .
CHAPTER V II
THE JOHN CHRISTIE BARR CASE
The J .  C . B a rr  c a s e  was t h e  m ost im p o r ta n t  an d  c o m p lic a te d  d i s ­
p u te  t h a t  d e v e lo p e d  b e tw ee n  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,  a n d  a j u d i c a t o r y  
o f  th e  s o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . One o f  th e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n ­
f l i c t s  t h a t  grew  up b e tw een  t h e  two d e n o m in a tio n s  b e tw een  1865  an d  1920 , 
t h i s  c o n t ro v e r s y  r a g e d  a b o u t t h e  handsom e, s q u a r e - f a c e d ,  b l a c k - h a i r e d  
Jo h n  C h r i s t i e  B a r r ,^  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  an d  W e s tm in s te r  C hurches 
o f  New O r le a n s .  W ith  A m erican  f l a g s  p a i n t e d  on th e  d o o rs  o f  h i s  M odel 
T a n d  a l a r g e  B ib le  h a b i t u a l l y  i n  h i s  h an d , B a r r 's  dynam ic p e r s o n a l i t y
p
a t t r a c t e d  f i e r c e  l o y a l t i e s  an d  b i t t e r  a n ta g o n is m s . A man o f  re m a rk ­
a b le  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y ,  he was a n  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  e v a n g e l i s t  who spoke 
F re n c h  f l u e n t l y . 3 U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  com prom ise, an d  h i s  
c o m b a tiv e n e ss  p r e c i p i t a t e d  a b i t t e r  q u a r r e l  w h ich  p ro d u c e d  b a n n e r  h e a d ­
l i n e s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  p a p e r s ,  an d  s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw ee n  t h e  tw o 
b ra n c h e s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .
1P h o to g ra p h , New O r le a n s  D a i ly  T im es P ic a y u n e , J u l y  30; 191*+ •
p
M is c e l la n e o u s  P a p e rs  (W e s tm in s te r  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , New 
O r le a n s , L oui s  i a n a ) .
■3
“"Penrose S t .  Amant, H is to r y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  
L o u is ia n a  (R ichm ond, V a .:  W h i t te t  and  S h e p p e rso n , 1 9 6 1 ) , 183*
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Jo h n  C h r i s t i e  B a r r ,  son  o f  Thomas and  G race P ie r c e  B a rr  was 
h o rn  i n  New O rle a n s  on O cto b er 2 7 , 1872 . Thomas B a rr  came a s . a c h i l d  
from  S c o t la n d  w ith  h i s  p a r e n ts  who s e t t l e d  i n  S t .  L o u is . A t th e  o u t ­
b re a k  o f  th e  C i v i l  War he jo in e d  Second Company, Second M is s o u r i  Cav­
a l r y  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Army an d  s e rv e d ,  d u r in g  th e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  
c o n f l i c t ' ,  p r im a r i l y  i n  A rk a n s a s , A f te r  th e  w ar he rem a in ed  i n  t h e  F ed ­
e r a l  Army w ork ing  on t h e  S t .  L o u is  b r id g e  and  th e  j e t t i e s  a t  th e  m outh  
o f  th e  M is s i s s ip p i  R iv e r .  S e t t l i n g  i n  New O r le a n s , he eng ag ed  p r im a r i l y  
i n  r i v e r  a n d  h a rb o r  c o n s t r u c t io n  w ork.
B a r r 's  m other a l s o  came from  S c o tla n d  a s  a  c h i l d  and  s e t t l e d  
w ith  h e r  f a m i ly  i n  New O r le a n s , w here sh e  s p e n t t h e  re m a in d e r  o f  h e r  
l i f e .  She m a r r ie d  Thomas B a rr  i n  1871 , an d  had  e ig h t  c h i ld r e n ,  s i x  o f  
whom l i v e d  t o  a d u l th o o d .
Jo h n  C h r i s t i e  B a r r  e a r l y  d e m o n s tra te d  m arked  a b i l i t y .  G ra d u a t­
in g  from  th e  b o y s ' h ig h  s c h o o l i n  1889 a s  v a l e d i c t o r i a n  o f  h i s  c l a s s ,  
he r e c e iv e d  th e  Peabody M edal, an d  Alumni Gold M ed al. He r e c e iv e d  a 
f u l l  s c h o la r s h ip  from  T u lan e  U n iv e r s i t y  an d  g r a d u a te d  from  t h i s  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  w i th  a B a c h e lo r  o f  S c ie n c e  d e g re e .  He was named h o n o r man o f  h i s  
c l a s s .  B ecause  o f  h is  academ ic a c h ie v e m e n ts , T u lan e  U n iv e r s i t y  c o n ­
f e r r e d  upon him an  u n u s u a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  b y  g r a n t in g  him a seco n d  f u l l  
s c h o la r s h ip  t o  co m p le te  h i s  g r a d u a te  s tu d y .  T ak ing  ad v an ced  c o u rs e s  in  
G reek, L a t in ,  an d  a n c ie n t  h i s t o r y  he r e c e iv e d  th e  M as te r o f  A r ts  d eg ree  
i n  1895* D uring  p a r t  o f  th e  t im e  he was i n  g r a d u a te  s c h o o l  he s e rv e d  
a s  I n s t r u c t o r  i n  a n c ie n t  h i s t o r y .
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W hile he was an u n d e rg ra d u a te  he becam e a  member o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  and  d e te rm in e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  I n  t h e  p u r s u i t  
o f  h i s  B a c h e lo r  o f  S c ie n c e  d eg ree ,, he m anaged t o  ta k e  some c l a s s i c a l  
c o u r s e s . A f te r  r e c e iv in g  h is  M a s te r  o f  A r ts  d e g re e  he  e n t e r e d  th e  
T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  o f  t h e  S o u th w e s te rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  U n iv e r s i t y  a t  
C l a r k e s v i l l e ,  T e n n e sse e , a  U .S . P r e s b y te r i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  r e c e iv e d  
t h e  d e g re e  o f  B a c h e lo r  o f  D iv in i ty  i n  1897* A few days l a t e r  i n  r e c o g ­
n i t i o n  o f  h i s  s c h o l a s t i c  a c h ie v e m e n ts  an d  m i n i s t e r i a l  z e a l ,  t h i s  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n  aw ard ed  him  th e  h o n o ra ry  d e g re e  o f  D o c to r  o f  D i v i n i t y . ^
As e a r l y  a s  A p r i l ,  189^ ,  B a r r  a p p l i e d  t o  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s ­
b y te r y ,  U .S . ,  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r e a c h .^  A y e a r  l a t e r  t h i s  j u d i c a t o r y  
exam ined  c a n d id a te  B a rr  i n  Hebrew, G reek , L a t in ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  an d  t h e ­
o lo g y .  F o llo w in g  th e s e  e x a m in a t io n s ,  he d e l iv e r e d  a  t r i a l  serm on w h ich  
th e  members o f  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  a p p ro v e d . H aving  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p a s s e d  th e  
c o u rs e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  th e  U .S . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  t o  q u a l i f y  a s  a p r o ­
b a t i o n e r ,  he was l i c e n s e d  t o  p r e a c h  f o r  one y e a r ,  b e g in n in g  Ju n e  25 ,
1896 , w i th in  th e  bounds o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y .^
4 H enry E . C ham bers, A H is to r y  o f  L o u is ia n a  (New Y ork: The
A m erican  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  1 9 2 5 ) , I I I ,  324 ; A lcee  F o r t i e r ,  e d . ,  
L o u is ia n a  ( n . p . :  C e n tu ry  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s n . ,  I 91M , H I ,  7 ^ 7 “^ 8 .
^M inutes o f  A p r i l  1 7 , l895> "M inu tes o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  New 
O rle a n s  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  US, l8 9 2 -9 9 > "  131* I n  c h u rc h  
p a p e r s  (A u s t in  P r e s b y te r i a n  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  L ib r a r y ,  A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .  
[ H e r e a f te r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  made b y  d a te  an d  t i t l e  
o n ly ] ;  M in u tes  o f  Ju n e  2 5 - 2 6 , I 89 I+, i b i d . ,  91 -
^M inutes o f  June 2 ^ -2 5 , 1896 ,  i b i d . ,  1 9 0 -9 2 .
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A f te r  s e r v in g  a s  l i c e n t i a t e  a t  t h e  P r y ta n i a  S t r e e t  C hurch  an d  
th e  L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  New O rle a n s , t h e  young c l e r i c  
r e c e iv e d  a c a l l  t o  s e r v e  a s  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  c h u rc h .  Even a t  t h i s  
e a r l y  p e r io d  i n  h i s  l i f e  he im p re s se d  h i s  s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l i t y  upon h i s  
c o n te m p o r a r ie s .  P e o p le  becam e e i t h e r  h i s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  cham pions o r  
b i t t e r  d e t r a c t o r s .
A f t e r  th e  fo rm a l  c h u rc h  s e r v ic e  on  Sunday m o rn in g , J a n u a ry  30 , 
1898 , th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  o f  L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  re m a in e d  f o r  a 
s p e c i a l l y  c a l l e d  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  m e e tin g  f o r  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a  new p a s ­
t o r .  When L i c e n t i a t e  B a r r 's  name was m e n tio n e d  s e v e r a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  
c h u rc h  r e a d  le n g th y  p a p e r s ,  s t a t i n g  why h i s  a p p o in tm e n t w ould  n o t  b e  
f o r  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  c h u rc h .  D is r e g a rd in g  th e s e  w ords o f  w a rn -
H
in g ,  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  v o te d  203 t o  lU t o  i s s u e  t h e  c a l l  t o  M r. B a r r .
' A t t h i s  t im e  a  p a t t e r n  em erged  t h a t  was t o  r e a p p e a r  th ro u g h o u t 
h i s  c a r e e r .  H is e lo q u e n c e  a n d  m a g n e tic  p e r s o n a l i t y  w ould w in f o r  him 
th e  p a s s io n a t e  d e v o t io n  o f  h i s  c o n g r e g a t io n .  R e n d e rin g  him  u n q u e s t io n ­
in g  s u p p o r t ,  th e y  w ould  fo l lo w  him  w h e re v e r he c h o se  t o  l e a d .  A t t h e  
same t im e  he e a r l y  p ro v e d  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  w ork h a rm o n io u s ly  i n  h a rn e s s  
w i th  o t h e r s .  A man o f  s t r o n g  c o n v i c t io n s ,  and  i n t o l e r a n t  o f  t h e  v iew s 
o f  o t h e r s ,  he  c la s h e d  r e p e a t e d ly  w ith  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  th ro u g h o u t h i s  
c a r e e r .
When t h e  p r e s b y te r y  m et i n  F e b ru a ry  th e  c o m m iss io n e rs  o f  t h e  
L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  p r e s e n te d  t o  t h e  members o f  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  p a p e rs
^New O rleans D a ily  S t a t e s ,  January 31 , 1 8 9 8 .
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c a l l i n g  B a r r  t o  t h e  p u l p i t .  Members o f  p r e s b y te r y ,  s ig n i f y i n g  t h a t  th e  
p a p e r s  w ere  i n  r e g u l a r  fo rm , p la c e d  th e  c a l l  i n  t h e  hands o f  L i c e n t i a t e
O
B a r r  who s t a t e d  h i s  w i l l in g n e s s  t o  a c c e p t th e  a p p o in tm e n t .  A f t e r  p a s s ­
in g  a n o th e r  even m ore r ig o r o u s  e x a m in a t io n , J .  C. B a r r  to o k  t h e  vows o f  
o r d i n a t i o n ,  an d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  same m onth  th e  members o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  
P r e s b y te r y  i n s t a l l e d  him a s  p a s t o r  o f  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C h u rc h .^  On F e b ru ­
a r y  5 , 1 9 0 1 , B a r r  m a r r ie d  Anna M abry o f  C l a r k e s v i l l e ,  T e n n e ss e e . They 
h a d  no c h i l d r e n .
On May 1 8 , 1903> a t  a  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  i n  
h i s  c h u rc h  B a r r  an n o u n ced  h i s  d e te r m in a t io n  t o  r e s i g n  th e  p a s t o r a t e  o f  
t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n t e r  t h e  f o r e ig n  m is s io n  f i e l d .  Hav­
in g  p r e v io u s l y  ann o u n ced  h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  a  l a r g e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  B a r r 's  
c o n g r e g a t io n  was p r e s e n t  t o  h e a r  him  r e a d  a  p a p e r  w h ich  s t a t e d  h i s  
r e a s o n s  f o r  w is h in g  t o  change h i s  f i e l d  o f  e n d e a v o r . A s s e r t in g  t h a t  
h i s  work i n  New O r le a n s  h ad  b e e n  c o m p le te d , B a r r  s a i d  t h a t  h is  o v e rs e a s  
a s s ig n m e n t w ould l e a d  t o  th e  " s p i r i t u a l  u p b u i ld in g  o f  t h e  c h u rc h ."  He 
s a i d  t h a t  he  and  h i s  w ife  w ould  g l a d l y  a c c e p t  a p o s t  a b ro a d  a l th o u g h  
a d m i t t in g  t h a t ,  " I  have h ad  no e x t r a o r d in a r y  c a l l  t o  t h i s  work o th e r  
th a n  th e  g e n e r a l  c a l l  o f  th e  m i n i s t r y . "  He f e l t ,  how ever, t h a t  no su ch  
s p e c i a l  c a l l  was n e c e s s a r y .  D e p re c a t in g  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  made be tw een
Q
M in u tes  o f  F e b ru a ry  1 8 , 1898 , "M inu tes o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  New 
O r le a n s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  US, 1 8 9 2 -1 8 9 9 / ' 300 .
^M in u tes  o f  F e b ru a ry  2 7 , 1898 , i b i d . ,  3 0 2 .
10F o r t ie r ,  L o u is ia n a , I I I ,  7^8 .
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t h e  home and  f o r e i g n  f i e l d s ,  he a v e r r e d  t h a t  an y  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  
s h o u ld  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  a n y  f o r e ig n  s t a t i o n  j u s t  a s  he  w ou ld  be 
w i l l i n g  t o  o ccu p y  an y  p u l p i t  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .
When th e  p a s t o r  h ad  c o m p le te d  h i s  re m a rk s , W illia m  F ra n k , J r . ,  
s p e a k in g  f o r  a m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  r e a d  a  p a p e r  i n  w hich  he 
s a i d  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  "We lo o k  upon  th e  s e v e ra n c e  o f  h i s  p a s t o r a l  
r e l a t i o n s  a s  i n  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  a c a l a m i ty ."  A lth o u g h  no one c o u ld  p r e ­
d i c t  w i th  a c c u ra c y  th e  en d  r e s u l t  o f  th e  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  t h e  g r e a t  m a jo r i t y  
o f  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t ,  " I t  w i l l  p ro v e  d i s a s t r o u s  t o  t h e  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t  o f  o u r  c h u rc h ."  The m em bership  h a d  w a tch e d  h i s  c a r e e r  " w ith  
t e n d e r  a n d  lo v in g  s o l i c i t u d e . "  "H is e x em p la ry  c o n d u c t"  h as  " a ro u s e d  in  
o u r  h e a r t s  a lo v e  beyond  e x p r e s s io n ."  M oreover, h i s  w ork w i th in  t h e  . 
c h u rc h  h a d  b e e n  o u t s t a n d in g ly  s u c c e s s f u l .
How th e n  can  we i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  a l l  th o s e  t i e s  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
p e r s o n a l  an d  r e l i g i o u s ,  w h ich  h av e  bound  him  t o  o u r  h e a r t s  
w i th  bands o f  s t e e l  c o n te m p la te  w i th  r e s i g n a t i o n  a  s te p  w h ich  
w i l l  have  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  p a r t i n g  him  from  u s .  We n e e d  h i s  
g u id in g  hand  and  exam ple t o  e n c o u ra g e  a n d  i n s p i r e  u s  t o  
ren ew ed  d i l i g e n c e  i n  th e  w ork o f  o u r  L o rd .
E ld e r  Ju d g e  G eorge Jo h n so n , s p e a k in g  f o r  a  m in o r i ty  o f  t h e  mem­
b e r s h i p ,  r e a d  a  p a p e r  a t t a c k i n g  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  p r e l a t e  a n d  u r g in g  
t h e  p r e s b y te r y  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  p r o f f e r e d  r e s i g n a t i o n .  M r. J .  L e t t e r e r ,  
a n o th e r  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  c h u rc h , r e s p o n d in g  t o  th e s e  re m a rk s , s t a t e d :  
"know ing a s  I  do th e  te m p er o f  o u r  p e o p le  c o n c e rn in g  th e  m a t t e r  a t  
i s s u e  an d  t h e  u n a n im ity  w i th  w h ich  th e y  o p p o sed  th e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  R ev. 
B a r r , " t h e  s e v e ra n c e  o f  p a s t o r a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i l l  have  "a  d i s a s t r o u s  an d  
f a r - r e a c h i n g  e f f e c t  upon o u r  c h u r c h ."  He r e g r e t t e d  t h e  " u n f o r tu n a te
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c o n tro v e r s y "  t h a t  d e v e lo p e d  b e tw een  c e r t a i n  members o f  t h e  b o a rd  o f  
t r u s t e e s  and  th e  p a s t o r  o v e r  a  m is s io n a r y  f u n d .  S in c e  t h e  o p p o n e n ts  o f  
B a r r  on  th e  b o a rd  h ad  t e n d e r e d  t h e i r  r e s i g n a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  p la c e s  w ould  be  
f i l l e d  b y  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s .  R easons le a d in g  up t o  h is  r e s i g n a t i o n  no 
lo n g e r  e x i s t e d ,  and  th e  p a s t o r  c o u ld  resiim e h i s  d u t i e s  " w ith o u t an y  
s a c r i f i c e  o f  h o n o r o r  s e l f  r e s p e c t . "  He c o n c lu d e d  b y  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  a 
p e t i t i o n  u rg in g  th e  m i n i s t e r  t o  w ith d raw  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  was s ig n e d  by  
b'J5 o f  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  o f  500  m em bers, th u s  show ing " c l e a r l y  a n d  u n m is­
t a k a b ly  th e  w ish e s  o f  o u r  p e o p le ."  The d e c i s io n  th e n  b e in g  in  t h e  
hands o f  th e  c h u rc h  c o u r t ,  t h e  members o f  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  v o te d  u n a n i ­
m o u sly  t o  r e f u s e  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n . ^
The en em ies  o f  B a r r  i n  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  w ere l a t e r  t o
c h a rg e  t h a t  b e tw een  t h e  y e a r s  1898  a n d  191 -̂j 17  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e
L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  r e s ig n e d  t h e i r  p o s t s  and  l e f t  th e  c h u rc h  u n a b le  t o
l i v e  i n  th e  " p e a c e f u l  a tm o sp h e re "  c r e a t e d  b y  B a r r .  T h ese  d i s s e n t e r s
1 Pw ere f o u r  e l d e r s ,  se v e n  d e a c o n s , an d  s i x  t r u s t e e s .  T h is  c h a rg e  can  
be  n e i t h e r  c o n firm e d  n o r  d e n ie d .  The s e s s io n  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  L a f a y e t t e  
C hurch  n o te  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  many o f f i c e r s  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  b u t  
w ith o u t  g iv in g  r e a s o n s . R eco rd s  o f  t h e  p e r io d  do, how ever, i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e  sh e p h e rd  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  m ust have b e e n  an  u n u s u a l ly  
d i f f i c u l t  p e rs o n  w ith  whom t o  w ork .
11M in u tes  o f  Ju n e  8 , 1903 , "M inu tes o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  New 
O rle a n s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  US, 1900-1905^" 285 ; New 
O rle a n s  D a i ly  S t a t e s ,  Ju n e  9 ,  1903 .
12New O rle a n s  Times P ic a y u n e , November ll+, 1 9 1 ^ .
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J u s t  -when f r i c t i o n  f i r s t  d e v e lo p e d  b e tw ee n  B a r r  a n d  h i s  c o l ­
le a g u e s  i n  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  One a c c o u n t a l l e g e d  
t h a t  t h e  h o s t i l i t y  stem med from  d is p u te s  a b o u t th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  H o sp i­
t a l  i n  New O rle a n s  w hich  J .  C. B a r r  fo u n d e d  i n  1908 w i th  "$ 1 5 .0 0  an d  a 
p r a y e r . "  He was p r e s id e n t  from  t h e  d a te  i t  was fo u n d e d . By 1925 i t  
h ad  a s s e t s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  a n d  a l th o u g h  fo u n d e d  b y  
P r e s b y te r i a n s ,  i t  was s u p p o r te d  b y  an d  s e r v e d  a l l  d e n o m in a tio n s  o f  t h e  
c i t y . 1^ The R ev . Mr. G eorge Summey, one o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r ' s  b i t ­
t e r e s t  c r i t i c s ,  l a t e r  d e c la r e d  t h a t  e n m ity  to w a rd  B a r r 's  c o l le a g u e s  in  
t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  o r i g i n a t e d  from  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  h o s p i ­
t a l .  B a r r  r e q u e s te d  t h e  New O rle a n s  j u d i c a t o r y  t o  g iv e  h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  
f u l l  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  th e  h o s p i t a l  was a  c lo s e d  c o r ­
p o r a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  s o le  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  B a r r .  W hile  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  
w ish e d  h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  w e l l ,  i t  r e f u s e d  t o  assum e f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l ­
i t y  f o r  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  o v e r  w h ich  i t  h ad  no c o n t r o l .  When B a r r  was 
in fo rm e d  t h a t  th e  j u d i c a t o r y  r e f u s e d  t o  in c o r p o r a te  t h e  h o s p i t a l  w i th in  
i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  he becam e, a s  D r. Summey p u t  i t ,  " v e r y  much s t i r r e d  
u p ."  No su c h  r e q u e s t  f o r  a i d  was e v e r  s p r e a d  upon th e  m in u te s  o f  t h e  
p r e s b y te r y ,  b u t  t h a t  does n o t n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  a n  a p p e a l  was n e v e r  
m a d e P e r h a p s  th e  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  so u n d ed  o u t  members 
o f  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d , r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  h i s  p l e a  w ould  be  
d e n ie d , n e v e r  made a fo rm a l  r e q u e s t .
•^ c h a m b e rs , A H is to r y  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  I I I ,  324; The P r e s b y te r i a n  
o f  th e  S o u th , Decem ber 1 4 , 1910 .
14
S t .  Amant, H is to r y  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  L o u is ia n a ,
17 9 .
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C hurch  r e c o r d s  show , how ever, t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some i l l  w i l l  
e x i s t e d  be tw een  B a r r  an d  h i s  f e l l o w  m i n i s t e r s  b e f o r e  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  
th e  h o s p i t a l .  A t th e  r e g u l a r  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  Synod o f  
t h e  s o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , i n  1906 J .  C. B a r r  in t r o d u c e d  an 
o v e r tu r e  r e q u e s t in g  amendment o f  t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  t h e  sy n o d . P r o t e s t i n g  
th e  p r e p o n d e ra n t  in f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  i n  t h i s  body , 
he a rg u e d  t h a t  an  augm en ted  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on  th e  g o v e rn in g  b o a rd  w ould  
g iv e  t h e  o th e r  p r e s b y t e r i e s  a  g r e a t e r  v o ic e  i n  d e te rm in in g  s y n o d ic a l  
p o l i c y .  The sy n o d  a c c e p te d  t h i s  amendment an d  o r d e r e d  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  
th e  new m em bers. ̂ 5
At t h e  n e x t  a n n u a l  m e e tin g , how ever, th e  j u d i c a t o r y  r e v e r s e d  
i t s e l f  and  re d u c e d  th e  m em bership  on t h e  b o a rd  t o  s e v e n  w ith o u t  g iv in g  
any  r e a s o n . 0 To t h i s  l a t t e r  a c t i o n  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  
C hurch  s u b m it te d  a  fo rm a l  w r i t t e n  p r o t e s t . He a rg u e d  t h a t  a seven-m an  
b o a rd  s u p p l ie d  an  in a d e q u a te  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  an  a s se m b ly  com posed o f  
47 m i n i s t e r s ,  97  c h u rc h e s ,  and  J ,0 0 0  m em bers. M o reo v er, t h e  b o a rd  a s  
c o n s t i t u t e d  g av e  a  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  in f lu e n c e  t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  s e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  sy n o d . The p r e s e n t  c o m p o s itio n  "o p en s  t h e  d o o r t o  ty r a n n y  an d  
m i s r e p r e s e n ta t i o n ."  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  r e s c in d in g  o r d e r  was p a s s e d  a t  th e  
end  o f  th e  d a y 's  s e s s io n  when many o f  t h e  d e le g a te s  from  th e
^M inu tes o f  November 1 5 -1 8 , 1906 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  
L o u is ia n a  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  US, I 9O I - I 9 17 , " 2 1 3 -1 4 . I n  
m ic ro f i lm  c o l l e c t i o n  (A u s t in  P r e s b y te r i a n  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  L ib r a r y ,  
A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .
I  £
M inutes o f  November 2 1 -2 3 , 1907, i b i d . ,  252 - 5 3 .
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d i s c r im in a t e d  s e c t io n s  h a d  l e f t  t h e  h a l l .  The m o tio n  was c a r r i e d  i n  
s p i t e  o f  a  p r o t e s t  made upon t h e  f l o o r  a g a i n s t  t h i s  a c t i o n .  W ith o u t 
comment D r. B a r r 's  p r o t e s t  was o r d e r e d  s p re a d  upon t h e  m i n u t e s . ^  I t  
i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  judge, t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  p a s t o r ' s  o v e r tu r e ;  he may have  
b een  a t te m p t in g  t o  e l im in a te  a  r e a l  i n j u s t i c e .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  a s  l a t e r  
e v e n ts  w ere t o  show, he was a man c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  in c a p a b le  o f  com pro­
m ise  an d  u n w i l l in g  to  a c c e p t  a  d e f e a t  g r a c e f u l l y .
The r e c o r d s  do n o t  i n d i c a t e  w h e th e r o r  n o t  D r. B a r r 's  a t t a c k  on 
w hat he  b e l i e v e d  t o  be  t h e  e x c e s s iv e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  
P r e s b y te r y  on t h e  s y n o d ic a l  g o v e rn in g  b o a rd  p ro d u c e d  s e r io u s  f r i c t i o n  
be tw een  h im s e lf  an d  h i s  c o l le a g u e s  i n  t h e  New O rle a n s  j u d i c a t o r y .  T h ere  
i s  no doub t t h a t  t h e  n e x t  c o n f l i c t  b e tw een  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r  an d  th e  
members o f  p r e s b y te r y  d id  p ro d u c e  th e  d e e p e s t  en m ity  o n  b o th  s i d e s .
T h is  ra n c o ro u s  d i s p u te ,  b eg u n  b y  B a r r ,  c o n c e rn e d  th e  r i g h t  o f  women t o  
a d d re s s  m ixed  a s s e m b lie s  i n  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h .
The m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  d e b a te  on 
th e  r o l e  o f  women in  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch a t  a  r e g u l a r  m e e tin g  o f  
t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  i n  A p r i l ,  1 910 . A lth o u g h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o v e r ­
t u r e  he p r e s e n te d  was n o t  on  th e  r e c o r d s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  
c o m p la in t i s  e a s y  t o  d e d u c e . He p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
c h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  New O r le a n s  a r e a  h a d  r e p e a t e d ly  v i o l a t e d  t h e  o rd in a n c e s  
o f  th e  U .S . C hurch  a g a i n s t  p e r m i t t in g  women t o  sp e a k  t o  m ixed  assem ­
b l i e s  i n  t h e  c h u rc h .  W ith in  t h e  p a s t  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h e r e  h ad  b een
•^M inutes o f  November 2 1 -2 3 , 1907, i b i d . ,  25^ -55-
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many o c c a s io n s  on w h ich  women a d d r e s s e d  g a t h e r in g s  com posed o f  b o th  men 
and  women, t h e  m ost r e c e n t  b e in g  i n  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  
New O rle a n s  i n  M arch, 1 9 1 0 . The L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  fo u n d  
i t s e l f  a lm o s t a lo n e  among h e r  s i s t e r  c h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  a d h e r ­
in g  t o  t h i s  o r d in a n c e .  The l i t i g a n t  dem anded t h a t  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  
e n f o r c e  th e s e  o rd in a n c e s  w i th in  t h e  s e s s i o n s  u n d e r  i t s  a u t h o r i t y . 1®
The b a s i s  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  c o m p la in t was fo u n d e d  u p o n  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  d o c t r i n e .  "To t e a c h  a n d  e x h o r t ,  o r  l e a d  i n  p r a y e r  i n  p u b l i c  an d  
p ro m isc o u s  a s s e m b l ie s ,  i s  c l e a r l y  f o r b id d e n  t o  women i n  t h e  h o ly  
o r a c l e s . " ^  T u rn in g  t o  W e b s te r 's  d i c t i o n a r y ,  he d e f in e d  a  c o n g re g a t io n  
a s  " a n  a sse m b ly  o f  p e r s o n s  m et f o r  w o rsh ip  o f  God a n d  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  
i n s t r u c t i o n . " ^
The p a s t o r  t u r n e d  a l s o  t o  t h e  S c r ip t u r e s  f o r  a u t h o r i t y ,  q u o tin g
th e  w ords o f  S t . P a u l ,  w h ich  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :
L e t o u r  women keep  s i l e n c e  i n  t h e  c h u rc h e s  f o r  i t  i s  n o t  p e r ­
m i t t e d  u n to  them  t o  s p e a k  b u t  th e y  a r e  commanded t o  b e  u n d e r  
o b e d ie n c e  a l s o  s a i t h  t h e  la w . And i f  th e y  w ould  l e a r n  a n y ­
th i n g  l e t  them  a s k  t h e i r  h u sb an d s a t  home f o r  i t  i s  a  shame 
f o r  women t o  sp e a k  i n  th e  c h u r c h .21
1 8
M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r  25 ,  1910> "M in u tes  o f  t h e  S e s s io n  o f  t h e  
L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , 1 9 0 5 -1 9 2 5 / ' 1^-1 • [The c h a rg e  a g a i n s t  
t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch c a n n o t b e  c o n f irm e d  o r  d e n ie d  b y  an  
e x a m in a tio n  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  r e c o r d s  o f  t h a t  c o n g r e g a t io n . ]
A . A le x a n d e r , Supplem ent t o  t h e  D ig e s t  o f  t h e  A c ts  an d  
P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  (R ichm ond; P r e s b y te r i a n  C om m ittee o f  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  1 8 9 8 ) ,  
31 .
^ W e b s te r 's  C o l l e g i a t e  D ic t io n a r y ,  5 th  e d .  ( S p r i n g f i e l d ,
M a s s a c h u s e tts  : G. & C. M erriam  C o ., 19^-7)> 213•
21Holy B ib le ,  A . V ., I  C or. XIV: 3^-35*
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F u r th e r  w ords S t .  P a u l  r e c o r d e d  o n  t h e  same s u b je c t  a r e :  "L e t t h e
woman l e a r n  i n  s i l e n c e . w i t h  a l l  s u b j e c t io n ,  b u t  I  s u f f e r  n o t  a woman t o  
t e a c h  n o r  t o  u su rp  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  a man, b u t  t o  b e  i n  s i l e n c e . M r s .  
B a r r 's  v iew s on t h i s  q u e s t io n  a r e  n o t a v a i l a b l e .
The m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  f u r t h e r  
e l a b o r a te d  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  I t  was " th e  s e t t l e d  d o c t r in e  o f  o u r  c h u rc h "  
t h a t  women w ere e x c lu d e d  from  l i c e n s u r e  and  o r d i n a t i o n .  They a r e  f u r ­
t h e r  p r o h i b i t e d  from  e x h o r t a t i o n  o r  l e a d in g  i n  p r a y e r  o r  p u b l i c l y  d i s ­
c u s s in g  an y  q u e s t io n  a t  a  r e l i g i o u s  m e e tin g  w here b o th  men an d  women a r e  
p r e s e n t .  T h is  does n o t p r e c lu d e  t h e i r  a d d r e s s in g  g a th e r in g s  com posed 
w h o lly  o f  t h e i r  own s e x .  "F o r  m u tu a l e d i f i c a t i o n  an d  c o m fo rt th e  l a d i e s  
a r e  e n c o u ra g e d  t o  en g ag e  in  p io u s  c o n v e r s a t io n  a n d  p r a y e r "  an d  t o  a s s i s t  
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  u p b u i ld in g  o f  th e  c h u rc h  th ro u g h  home m is s io n  work o r  
te a c h in g  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  S a b b a th  s c h o o l .  Any a t te m p t  on t h e i r  p a r t ,  how­
e v e r ,  t o  a d d re s s  m ixed  g a th e r in g s  s p o n so re d  b y  t h e  c h u rc h  sh o u ld  be 
c o u ra g e o u s ly  condem ned b y  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l  s e s s io n s  a n d  th e  p r e s b y te r y .
When B a rr  in t r o d u c e d  h i s  o v e r tu r e  a t  th e  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  New 
O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  i n  A p r i l ,  1910 , he was n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s p r e a d  h i s  
v iew s upon th e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d .  Even m ore i n s u l t i n g  t o  h im , h i s  r e s o l u ­
t i o n  was l a i d  upon t h e  t a b l e  and  n o t ev en  d i g n i f i e d  w i th  a r e p l y .  The 
l i t i g a n t  th e n  an n o u n ced  h i s  d e te r m in a t io n  t o  a p p e a l  o v e r  t h e  h ead s  o f
22I b i d . , I  Tim . 1 1 :1 1 -1 2 .
2 % ew  O rle a n s  Times P ic a y u n e , May 2 8 , 1910 .
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th e  members o f  P r e s b y te r y  t o  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  s o u th e rn  P r e s -
pitb y t e r i a n  C hurch f o r  a r u l i n g  on  t h e  q u e s t io n .  ^
T rue t o  h i s  w ord B a rr  a p p e a re d  b e f o r e  th e  h ig h e s t  c o u r t  o f  t h e
U .S . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch w h ich  co n v en ed  a t  L ew isb u rg , W est V i r g in i a  i n
M arch , 1910 . A t t h i s  a s se m b ly  he in t r o d u c e d  an  o v e r tu r e  w h ich  a s k e d  i f
t h e  s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch h a d  chan g ed  i t s  " h i s t o r i c  p o s i t i o n "  on
wom en's a d d r e s s in g  m ixed  g a th e r in g s  sp o n s o re d  b y  th e  c h u rc h . I f  i t  h ad
ch an g e d  i t s  p o s i t i o n ,  t o  w hat e x te n t?
I f  n o t w hat p o s i t i o n  s h o u ld  o u r  own s e s s i o n ,  e x e c u t iv e  com m it­
t e e s ,  an d  p r e s b y t e r i e s  ta k e  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  in te rd e n o m i­
n a t i o n a l  b o d ie s  a n d  movement i n  w h ich  women a r e  a l lo w e d  and  
e n c o u ra g e d  t o  a d d re s s  p u b l i c l y  m ixed  a s s e m b l ie s  i n  th e  c h u r c h e s .
The C om m ittee on B i l l s  an d  O v e r tu re s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f f e r e d  th e
f o l lo w in g  re s p o n s e  to  t h e  q u e ry : "T h ere  h as  b e e n  no change  i n  th e
s e t t l e d  p o l i c y  o f  o u r  d e n o m in a tio n  on t h i s  m a t t e r . " 2 ^
S u p p o r te d  by  t h i s  o f f i c i a l  p ro n o u n cem en t, t h e  p a s t o r  o f  th e
L a f a y e t t e  C hurch ra k e d  t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  w i th  a  b r o a d s id e :
The d i f f i c u l t y  i n  New O rle a n s  h a s  b een  t h a t  many o f  t h e  l o c a l  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurches have o f  l a t e  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  
i n d i r e c t l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  in te r d e n o m in a t io n a l  m e e tin g s  i n  
w h ich  t h e  above law  h a s  b e e n  b r o k e n .  The L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  h as  
f e l t  bound b y  th e  h i s t o r i c  la w . H er a d h e re n c e  t o  t h a t  law  h as  
l e d  t o  h e r  i s o l a t i o n  from  some o f  t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t  i n t e r ­
d e n o m in a tio n a l  m e e tin g s  r e c e n t l y  h e ld  h e r e .  Our s i s t e r  c h u rc h e s  
h ave  g r a d u a l ly  r e c e d e d  from  a n y  a t te m p t  t o  e n fo rc e  t h i s  p r i n ­
c i p l e  so  t h a t  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  was l e f t  a lm o s t a lo n e  i n  u p h o ld ­
in g  th e  h o ly  o rd in a n c e s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .
2k
M in u tes  o f  A p r i l  21 , 1910 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  New 
O r le a n s  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  th e  US, 1906-1917^" 2 9 .
25M inutes o f  May 26 , 1910 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US (1 9 1 0 ) , 6 7 .
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A f t e r  th e  a c t i o n  ta k e n  b y  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  a l l  l o c a l  c h u rc h e s  m ust
r e f r a i n  fro m  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  in t e r d e n o m in a t io n a l  g a th e r in g s  w here
women w ere p e r m i t t e d  t o  a d d re s s  m ixed  a s s e m b l ie s .  "T h is  i s  a  co m p le te
v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C h u rc h 's  c o n t e n t i o n ."^0
S tu n g  b y  t h i s  a t t a c k ,  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y ,  p a s s e d  a
r e s o l u t i o n  i n  w h ich  i t  d e c la r e d  " to  t h e  C hurch a n d  th e  w o r ld  a t  l a r g e
t h a t  i t  h as  no know ledge o f f i c i a l  o r  o th e rw is e ,  o f  an y  o f  i t s  c h u rc h e s"
v i o l a t i n g  th e  o rd in a n c e s  on t h e  woman q u e s t io n .  " F u r th e rm o re , any
c h a rg e s  a t t a c k i n g  th e  l a x i t y  o f  t h e  s e s s io n s  u n d e r  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  a r e
f a l s e . "  F i n a l l y ,  th e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  was " i n  f u l l  a c c o r d  w ith
th e  d e l iv e r a n c e s  o f  o u r  G e n e ra l A ssem bly on th e  woman q u e s t i o n ."  The
j u d i c a t o r y  a l lo w e d  B a r r  t o  f i l e  a  p r o t e s t  t o  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  b u t  d id
n o t p e rm it  him t o  s p r e a d  h i s  p r o t e s t  o n  th e  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  assembly.
I n  a  s e r i e s  o f  c o m p lic a te d  l e g a l  m anouever.s B a r r  c a r r i e d  h i s
c o m p la in t a g a i n s t  h is  p r e s b y te r y  t o  th e  L o u is ia n a  Synod i n  November,
281 9 1 0 . Then fro m  th e  Synod o f  L o u is ia n a  he p r o t e s t e d  t o  t h e  G e n e ra l 
29A ssem bly  U .S . y  From th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  he o nce  a g a in  in t r o d u c e d  th e
26New O rle a n s  Times P ic a y u n e , May 28 , 1 9 1 0 .
2^M inu tes o f  O c to b e r 2 0 , 1910, "M inu tes o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
New O rle a n s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  US, 1906 - 1917 , "  7 7 .
28
M in u tes  o f  November 1 7 , 1910 , "M inu tes o f  th e  Synod o f  
L o u is ia n a  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  t h e  US, 1 9 0 1 -1 9 1 5 / ' 1 6 .
29̂ M inutes o f  May 25 , 1911 , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US (1 9 1 1 ) , 6 6 .
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s u i t  i n t o  t h e  L o u is ia n a  S y n o d .3° S in c e  M s  c o m p la in t a g a i n s t  t h e  New 
O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  was r e j e c t e d  by  t h e  sy n o d , he  once a g a in  c a r r i e d  h i s  
p r o t e s t  t o  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  w here h e  r e c e iv e d  a f i n a l  c ru s M n g  
d e f e a t .
D o u b tle s s  t h e  j u d i c i a l  co m m ittee  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  
u n an im o u s ly  recom m ended d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  c o m p la in t .  E n u m era tin g  i t s  
r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  d e c i s io n ,  t h e  co m m ittee  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  s e s s io n  o f  
th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  d id  n o t  c o m p la in  a g a i n s t  a d e c i s io n  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  
Synod b u t  o n ly  "m e re ly  c o m p la in e d ."  F u r th e r ,  t h e  s e s s io n  co m p la in e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  t o  s y n o d . A cco rd in g  t o  P r e s b y te r ia n  
la w , a c h u rc h  c o u ld  n o t  co m p la in  a g a i n s t  one c h u rc h  c o u r t  t o  a s u p e r io r  
c o u r t ,  b u t  o n ly  a g a i n s t  a  member o f  t h e  c h u rc h  n o t  s u b m it t in g  t o  i t s  
a  u t h o r i t y . 3-*-
The c o m p la in a n t now t a s t e d  th e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  t o t a l  d e f e a t  and  
p r o t e s t e d  M s  d i s c o m f i tu r e .  Judgm ent o f  th e  G e n e ra l  A ssem bly  a g a i n s t  
th e  o r i g i n a l  c o m p la in t o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch was o r d e r e d  s p re a d  upon 
th e  m in u te s  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  s e s s i o n ,  w M ch m andate  he was c o m p e lle d  t o  
o b e y . A lth o u g h  com ply ing  w i th  t M s  o r d e r ,  B a r r  a s s e r t e d  M s  b e l i e f  t h a t  
t h e  judgm ent was n o t  " i n f a l l i b l e . "3^ A t th e  r e g u l a r  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f
3 ^M inu tes o f  November 2 2 -2 3 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f
L o u is ia n a  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  US, 1901-1915  " 4̂-2 —̂4-3̂  
51-5^  60 .
^■'"Minutes o f  May 2 2 , 1912 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  US (1 9 1 2 ) ,  7 0 a .
3^M inutes o f  May 2 5 , 1913> "M inutes o f  th e  S e s s io n  o f  th e
L a fa y e tte  Church, 1905 -1 9 2 1 ,"  208 .
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t h e  L o u is ia n a  Synod in  th e  f a l l  o f  1 9 1 2 , t h e  R ev. Mr. McF. A le x a n d e r , 
who h ad  b e e n  a p p o in te d  t o  d e fe n d  th e  L o u is ia n a  Synod a t  th e  s p r in g  m e e t­
in g  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  o n  t h e  a c t i o n  
t a k e n .  A f t e r  r e l a t i n g  how th e  c o m p la in t o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r  had  
b e e n  d is m is s e d  he  a s s e r t e d :
The a s se m b ly  th u s  f u l l y  s u s t a in e d  you i n  y o u r r e f u s a l  t o  s u s ­
t a i n  th e  c o m p la in t o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  a g a i n s t  th e  P re s b y ­
t e r y  o f  New O rle a n s  an d  l e f t  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r y  o f  New O rle a n s  o r i g i n a l l y  c o m p la in e d  a g a i n s t . 33
I n  t u r n  a t  i t s  r e g u l a r l y  c a l l e d  m e e tin g  i n  A p r i l ,  1913 ; th e  P r e s b y te r y  
o f  New O r le a n s  s p r e a d  upon  i t s  r e c o r d s  t h e  above  s ta t e m e n t .  I t  f u r ­
t h e r  r e f u s e d  t o  p e rm it  B a r r  t o  in c o r p o r a te  i n  t h e s e  same r e c o r d s  a 
w r i t t e n  p r o t e s t  t o  th e  p re c e d in g  q u o te d  re m a rk s . As a f i n a l  a c t  o f  
tr iu m p h , th e  New O rle a n s  c o u r t  d i r e c t e d  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  t o  s p r e a d  
D r. McF. A le x a n d e r 's  s ta te m e n t  o n  i t s  s e s s i o n  r e c o r d s .  3^
W hile  com ply ing  w i th  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  P r e s b y te r y ,  th e  
L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r  a l s o  s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  s e s s i o n  r e c o r d s  h i s  p r o t e s t  t o  t h e  
a c t i o n  o f  th e  New O r le a n s  a s se m b ly . He " e a r n e s t l y  an d  r e s p e c t f u l l y "  
c h a l le n g e d  th e  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  o r d e r .  The R ev . Mr. McF. A le x a n d e r  h ad  
e r r e d  i n  d e c l a r in g  t h a t  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  s u s t a i n e d  th e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  
t h e  L o u is ia n a  Synod and  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  on t h e  woman q u e s t io n .  
A lth o u g h  th e  c h u r c h 's  n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn in g  body  d is m is s e d  th e  c h a rg e s  o f
33M inutes o f  November 21 , 1912 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  
L o u is ia n a  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  US, 1 9 0 1 -1 9 1 5 ;"  89*
•all
M inutes o f  A p r il  17; 1913; "M inutes o f  th e  New O rleans P r e s ­
b y te r y  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, 1906-1917;"  29^ .
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t h e  L a f a y e t t e  s e s s i o n ,  i t  d id  so  on t e c h n i c a l  g ro u n d s  t h a t  d id  n o t
r e l a t e  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i s s u e ,
By th u s  d is m is s in g  th e  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch , th e  
A ssem bly  d id  n o t e n t e r  i n t o  th e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  c a s e ,  and  so 
l e f t  s ta n d in g  n o t  o n ly  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o r i g i ­
n a l l y  c o m p la in e d  a g a i n s t  b y  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch , b u t ' a l s o  
l e f t  s ta n d in g  t h e  o v e r tu r e  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  t o  t h e  Gen­
e r a l  A ssem bly  w h ich  th e  P r e s b y te r y  i n  i t s  r e s o l u t i o n  c o n t r a ­
d i c t e d ;  b u t  w h ich  i t  h a s  n e v e r  d is p r o v e d .
Thus t h e  c a s e  en d e d , a s  i t  h ad  begun  t h r e e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  w i th  t h e  New
O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y ,
a s  r e l e n t l e s s  a s  e v e r  i n  p re v e n g in g  th e  r e c o r d in g s  on  i t s  m in ­
u t e s  o f  a  te m p e ra te  and  r e s p e c t f u l  p r o t e s t ,  a l th o u g h  th e  r i g h t  
o f  p r o t e s t  h a s ,  h i t h e r t o ,  b een  h e ld  t o  be  a  s a c r e d  an d  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  g u a r a n te e d  b y  t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l law  o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rc h .35
I t  c o u ld  be  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  c a s e  en d ed  a s  i t  h ad  begun w i th  th e  
L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r  a g i t a t i n g  a d ead  i s s u e .  The p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  s p e a k in g  
t o  m ix ed  g ro u p s  a p p e a re d  t o  many p e o p le  o f  t h e  tim e  t o  b e  an  a r c h a ic  
law  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .  W hile t h e  i n t e r d i c t  c o u ld  n o t  b e  r e p e a le d  w ith o u t  
d o in g  v io le n c e  t o  P r e s b y te r i a n  p r e c e d e n t ,  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  day  h ad  lo n g  
w inked  a t  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  o r d in a n c e .  T h is  was due i n  p a r t  t o  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  many o f  t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s  w ere  women who c o u ld  n o t  a p p r e c i ­
a t e  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  c h u rc h  law  when t h i s  s u r v i v a l  from  
th e  p a s t  r e l e g a t e d  them  t o  a  s u b o r d in a te  s t a t u s . T h is  was a p e r i o d  o f  
fe m in in e  in s u r g e n c y ,  when women w e re  dem anding th e  v o te  an d  o th e r  lo n g -  
d e n ie d  r i g h t s .  Few m i n i s t e r s  w ere w i l l i n g  n e e d l e s s l y  t o  draw  down upon
■^Minutes o f  May 2 5 , 1913> "M inutes o f  th e  S e s s io n  o f  th e
L a fa y e tte  Church, 1 9 05 -1921 ,"  2 0 8 .
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t h e i r  c h u rc h e s  t h e  w ra th  o f  o u t r a g e d  womanhood m e re ly  t o  l i v e  up t o  th e  
l e t t e r  o f  some h a l f - f o r g o t t e n  c h u rc h  s t a t u t e .  W h atev er th e  m e r i t  o r  
l a c k  o f  m e r i t  o f  t h e  a rg u m en t o v e r  th e  q u e s t io n ,  i t  was c e r t a i n  t h a t  
r e l a t i o n s  b e tw ee n  B a r r  and  h i s  c o l le a g u e s  i n  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  
h ad  b e e n  s t r a i n e d  t o  t h e  b r e a k in g  p o i n t .
I n  s p i t e  o f  a  b i t t e r  c o n f l i c t  b e tw een  B a r r  an d  h i s  f e l lo w  
c le rg y m e n , t h e  p a s t o r ' s  m i n i s t r y  i n  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t s  h ad  p ro v e d  a 
s i g n a l l y /  s u c c e s s f u l  o n e . The L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  b u i l d in g  f i r s t  
o p en ed  i t s  d o o rs  i n  J a n u a ry ,  l8 k 2 ,  on F u l to n  S t r e e t  i n  New O r le a n s .  
H owever, i t  was n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  o r g a n iz e d  u n t i l  t h e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r .  The 
o r i g i n a l  wooden s t r u c t u r e  w h ich  was se c o n d  o l d e s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
i n  t h e  C re s c e n t C i ty  b u rn e d  i n  i8 6 0 .  R e b u i l t  on M agazine S t r e e t  n e a r  
J a c k so n  A venue, a  m ore s p a c io u s  s to n e  e d i f i c e  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  an  i r o n  
f e n c e ,  was t h e  s i t e  o f  J .  C. B a r r 's  e a r l y  p a s t o r a t e . 3^
The m i n i s t r y  o f  B a r r  a t  t h e  M agazine S t r e e t  c h u rc h  was p h e ­
n o m e n a lly  s u c c e s s f u l  i f  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  r e l e a s e d  b y  t h a t  c h u rc h  a r e  
f u l l y  r e l i a b l e .  U nder h i s  dynam ic le a d e r s h ip  t h e  m em bership  r o s e  from  
552 i n  1 9 0 1 ^  t o  8k8 i n  19^1.3®  I t  was th e n  th e  l a r g e s t  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  an d  one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  U .S . 
P r e s b y te r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n .
3^L ou is  V o ss , P r e s b y te r ia n is m  in  New O rle a n s  a n d  A d ja c e n t 
P o in t s  (New O r le a n s :  The P r e s b y te r i a n  B oard  o f  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 9 3 1 ),
55^97
^ C h u rch  S t a t i s t i c s  and P r e sb y te r y  R o l l s ,  M inutes o f  th e  G eneral
A ssem bly o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US (1 9 0 1 ) , 16 1 .
38I b id . . ( 19^1 ) ,  2 1 1 .
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  work i n  t h e  c h u rc h  on  M agazine S t r e e t ,  B a r r  
p ro v e d  h im s e lf  a  t i r e l e s s  e v a n g e l i s t .  By 1914 he -was c r e d i t e d  w i th  
fo u n d in g  a t  l e a s t  tw e lv e  c h u rc h e s  i n  th e  New O rle a n s  a r e a ,  in c lu d in g  
th o s e  a t  G re tn a , A lg i e r s ,  and  P a r a d i s . ^9 o f  D r. B a r r 's  p e r s o n a l  m agne­
t i s m  an d  g e n e r a l  a b i l i t y  t h e r e  c a n  b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t .
U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  h i s  em b ro ilm en t in  a n o th e r  r a n c o ro u s  c o n t r o v e r s y  
m a rre d  h i s  r e c o r d  and  h ad  r e p e r c u s s io n s  b ey o n d  th e  b o r d e r s  o f  L o u is ia n a .  
A n im o s ity  an d  s u s p ic io n  k in d le d  b y  y e a r s  o f  f r i c t i o n  be tw een  B a r r  an d  
th e  members o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  n e e d e d  o n ly  a  . s p a r k  t o  c a u se  
them  t o  b la z e  i n t o  a n g ry  f la m e . A q u a r r e l  o v e r  w h ich  p a r t y  w ould  have 
a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  s m a ll  G re tn a  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  p ro v id e d  t h i s  s p a r k .  
G re tn a , s i t u a t e d  on th e  e a s t  b an k  o f  th e  M is s i s s i p p i  R iv e r  o p p o s i te  New 
O r e le a n s , ’was w i th i n  th e  b o rd e r s  o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  r a t h e r  th a n  O rle a n s  
P a r i s h .  B etw een 1865 an d  1895  h o th  th e  U .S . an d  U .S .A . C hurches
a t te m p te d  w ith o u t  l a s t i n g  s u c c e s s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a c h u rc h  i n  t h i s  l a r g e l y
German s e t t l e m e n t .  The f o u n d a t io n s  o f  a  p e rm a n en t c h u rc h  o r g a n iz a t i o n  
w ere l a i d  i n  1897  when L i c e n t i a t e  J .  C. B a rr  o r g a n iz e d  a  Sunday S ch o o l 
i n  t h e  a r e a .  The p r o s p e c ts  w ere so  p ro m is in g  t h a t  when th e  P r o b a t io n e r  
r e tu r n e d  to  T e n n e sse e  t o  resum e h i s  s t u d i e s ,  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  New 
O rle a n s  a p p o in te d  th e  R ev. Mr. J .  M. W illia m s  t o  c o n t in u e  h i s  w o rk . I n  
1897 a  co m m iss io n , in c lu d in g  W ill ia m s , o r g a n iz e d  a  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch 
i n  G re tn a , and  i t  was e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  r e c o r d s . T h e re  w ere 
t e n  p a r i s h i o n e r s  b u t  no o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m em bersh ip .
39cham bers, A H is to r y  o f  L o u is ia n a , I I I ,  324 .
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The c h u rc h  re m a in e d  a s t r u g g l i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  y e a r s .  Soon
a f t e r  i t s  o r g a n iz a t i o n  W illia m s  moved t o  a  d i s t a n t  f i e l d ,  and  th e  R ev.
M r. L ouis V oss s u p p l i e d  th e  p u l p i t  f o r  some 30 y e a r s .  I n  1901, s in c e
t h e  G re tn a  C hurch h a d  no e l d e r s ,  i t  was p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f
t h e  B oard  o f  T r u s te e s  o f  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C h urch . Thus s h e p h e rd e d , t h e
l i t t l e  c o n g re g a t io n  m et f o r  y e a r s  i n  th e  "b u ild in g  t h a t  l a t e r  becam e th e
j a n i t o r ' s  h o u s e . A lth o u g h  th e  m em bership  re m a in e d  s m a l l ,  th e  l i t t l e
kn -
g ro u p  e x p r e s s e d  a  d e s i r e  f o r  m ore s p a c io u s  q u a r t e r s .  I n  J u ly ,  1903 .> 
th e  B oard  o f  Home M is s io n s  r e p o r t e d  t o  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  t h a t  
i t  had  a c q u i r e d  th e  t i t l e  t o  a l o t  i n  G re tn a  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a 
c h u rc h  a n d  recom m ended t h a t  t h e  deed  t o  th e  p r o p e r ty  b e  p la c e d  i n  th e  
a r c h iv e s  o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  j u d i c a t o r y .  The p r e s b y te r y  a c c e p te d  th e  
reco m m en d a tio n , a n d  t h e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  G re tn a  p r o p e r ty  was so  d e p o s i t e d .**1 
Money f o r  t h e  p u rc h a s e  o f  t h e  l o t  was c o l l e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r ­
v i s i o n  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch ; how ever, th e  c o n g re g a t io n  i t s e l f  beg an  
a  b u i ld in g  fu n d  in  1901  f o r  th e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  hou se  o f  w o rsh ip  on th e  
p r o p e r ty .  Funds g a th e r e d  w ere p a r t l y  d o n a te d  b y  th e  G re tn a  c o n g re g a ­
t i o n ,  p a r t l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  by  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , an d
V oss, A H is to r y  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  i n  New O r le a n s  a n d  A d ja ­
c e n t  P o i n t s ,  3 7 5 -8 2 ; H i s t o r i c a l  S k e tc h ,  G re tn a  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  P r o -  
gram , F e b ru a ry  2 5 , 1906 in  "M inu tes  o f  t h e  S e s s io n  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t te  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , 1 9 0 5 -1 9 2 1 ,"  31 *
"m inutes o f  J u ly  3* i9 0 0 ,  "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f  New
O rleans o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, 1 9 0 0 -1 9 0 5 /'  3 7 -3 8 -
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p a r t l y  lo a n e d  "by th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  w h ich  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  th e  f u n d A ^
S in c e  v o lu n ta r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w ere n o t  a d e q u a te  f o r  th e  com ple­
t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d in g ,  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  lo a n e d  t h e  
G re tn a  c o n g re g a t io n  $500 a t  4 p e r  c e n t  i n t e r e s t .  The c h u rc h  f u l l y  d i s -  
c h a rg e d  th e  d e b t b y  1 9 1 0 . J  As s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h i s  l o a n ,  how ever, th e  
t r u s t e e s  o f  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  dem anded t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  t i t l e  t o  th e  
G re tn a  p r o p e r ty  t o  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C h u rch . New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  com­
p l i e d  an d  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  t i t l e  from  i t s  a r c h iv e s  t o  t h a t  o f  th e  c h u rc h  
on M agazine S t r e e t . ^
L ay ing  t h e  c o r n e r s to n e  o f  th e  new c h u rc h  to o k  p la c e  on  S ep tem ­
b e r  2 5 , 1 9 0 5 . I n  s p i t e  o f  i n t e r m i t t e n t  r a i n  an d  a  c h i l l y  te m p e r a tu r e ,  
many members o f  th e  G re tn a  an d  L a f a y e t t e  c h u rc h e s  an d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  
p e o p le  w ere p r e s e n t .  V oss an d  B a r r  h e lp e d  o f f i c i a t e  a t  t h e  cerem ony .
The c o r n e r s to n e  b o re  th e  i n s c r i p t i o n  " G re tn a  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , fo u n d ed  
i n  1896 , o r g a n iz e d  1897 , e r e c t e d  1905 , J e s u s  C h r i s t  h im s e l f  b e in g  th e
c h i e f  c o r n e r s to n e ."^ 5
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Sunday m orn ing  s e r v i c e s  a t  G re tn a  M is s io n , S ta t e d  
S u p p ly  Voss h e ld  s e r v i c e s  e v e ry  F r id a y  n ig h t  an d  e v e ry  o th e r  Sunday
J l p
^ H i s t o r i c a l  S k e tc h , G re tn a  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  D e d ic a t io n  P ro ­
gram , F e b ru a ry  2 5 , 1906 , l o c .  c i t . ,  31*
Ilq
-’V oss, A H is to r y  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n i s m  i n  New O rle a n s  and  A d ja ­
c e n t  P o i n t s ,  3 8 2 .
^ New O rle a n s  Tim es P ic a y u n e , S ep tem b er 2 6 , 1905*
^ I b id . ,  Septem ber 26 , 1905*
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n i g h t .  The R ev . M r. B a r r  g av e  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  one a d d i t i o n a l  Sunday- 
n ig h t  s e r v i c e  an d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a  s e r i e s  o f  s e r v i c e s .  I n  1904 , a f t e r  a  
w e e k 's  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  B a r r  r e c e iv e d  e i g h t  new m em bers, n o t  t o  th e  
G re tn a  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  b u t  t o  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch . A g a in  i n  1907 th e  
m i n i s t e r  g a in e d  f o u r  new members t o  h i s  c h u rc h  from  t h e  G re tn a  a r e a .  
Owing to  h i s  p r a c t i c e  o f  d raw in g  members fro m  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  p o p u la ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  G re tn a  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  t h e  c h u rc h  on  M agazine S t r e e t ,  th e  
c o n g r e g a t io n  o f  t h e  G re tn a  C hurch  was a b le  t o  in c r e a s e  o n ly  from  lit- i n
1900 t o  18 i n  19 lU . The l i m i t e d  g ro w th  o f  t h i s  c o n g re g a t io n  becam e a
lj-6m a t t e r  o f  c o n c e rn  f o r  U .S . P r e s b y te r i a n s  i n  t h e  C re s c e n t C i ty .  I n  
19llt- t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  a p p o in te d  a com m ission  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  p ro b le m  o f  w h e th e r  t h i s  c h u rc h  sh o u ld  re m a in  u n d e r  th e  s u p e r v i s io n  
o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  o r  b e  p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  New 
O r le a n s  j u d i c a t o r y .  B e fo re  th e  com m ission  c o u ld  c o m p le te  i t s  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n ,  th e  R ev . M r. J .  C. B a r r  an d  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  p a s t o r ,  W illia m  
L e i th ,  w en t, on  F r id a y ,  J u l y  3> 191^> t o  th e  G re tn a  C hurch  w here  E van­
g e l i s t  V oss was c o n d u c t in g  a  s e r v i c e .  W ith o u t h i s  c o n s e n t ,  th e  
L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r  m ounted  t h e  p u l p i t  and  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  g a th e r e d  c o n g re ­
g a t i o n ,  s a y in g ,
The B o ard  o f  T r u s te e s  o f  th e  L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , who 
h o ld  t h i s  b u i l d in g ,  w ish  i t  ann o u n ced  th a ;t  no m i n i s t e r s  o r  
o th e r s  s h o u ld  co n d u c t an y  s e r v i c e  w h a te v e r  on t h e  p r o p e r ty  
h e ld  b y  th e  B oard  o f  T r u s te e s  o f  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C h urch , e x c e p t 
t h e  p a s t o r  an d  a s s i s t a n t  p a s t o r  o f  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch , an d  th o s e  
w h ich  [ s i c ] t h e y  m ig h t i n v i t e  t o  do s o . Any o t h e r s  who may
kf iHOV o ss, A H is to r y  o f  P r e s b y te r ia n i s m  i n  New O r le a n s  an d  A d ja ­
c e n t  P o i n t s ,  3 6 2 .
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w ish  t o  u s e  t h e  p r o p e r ty  m ust g e t  p e rm is s io n  o f  t h e  B o ard  o f  
T r u s t e e s .
The m i n i s t e r  s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  he was a c t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c ­
t i o n  o f  h i s  B oard  o f  T r u s te e s ,  h u t  t h e  P r e s h y te r y  c la im e d  t h a t  th e  
b o a rd  h ad  n o t y e t  m e t, a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  no su c h  i n s t r u c t i o n  h a d  b een  
g i v e n . T h e  a l l e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  c o u r t  e v i d e n t ly  was c o r r e c t  
b e c a u se  th e  s e s s io n  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  on  M agazine S t r e e t  r e v e a l  t h a t  
th e  B oard  d id  n o t  p a s s  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  q u o te d  above u n t i l  J u l y  5 th .
T hen , on  J u l y  1 0 , 191^> i t  a u th o r i z e d  th e  p a s t o r  t o  announce i t s  a c t i o n  
t o  t h e  G re tn a  M is s io n , a l th o u g h  he h ad  a l r e a d y  done so  a  week e a r l i e r . ^ ®
The com m ission  w h ich  r e p o r t e d  th e  a c t i o n  o f  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  
t o  t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  on J u l y  13 , 191^ , s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  r e n d e r ­
in g  i t s  d e c i s io n  i t  k e p t  s t e a d i l y  i n  v iew  " th e  f u t u r e  good  o f  t h e
*' - t
G re tn a  C h u rc h ."  I n  i t s  p ro c e e d in g s  th e  com m ission  a t te m p te d  t o  a d j u d i ­
c a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  th r o u g h  a  c o n fe re n c e  w i th  a l l  p a r t i e s  c o n c e rn e d  r a t h e r  
th a n  b y  a  m ore fo rm a l o r  l e g a l  p r o c e d u r e .  I t  was hoped  t h a t  i n  t h i s  
way a  s e t t l e m e n t  c o u ld  b e  re a c h e d  th ro u g h  a m ic a b le  n e g o t i a t i o n s . A f te r  
p ro lo n g e d  e f f o r t s  t o  r e a c h  an  accom m odation , how ever, t h i s  m ethod  was 
ab an d o n ed  a s  " i m p r a c t i c a l . "
S in c e  t h e r e  was a  v ig o ro u s  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  a s  t o  how t o  
s e r v e  th e  b e s t  I n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  G re tn a  C h urch , t h e  com m ission  d e c id e d
^ New O rle a n s  Tim es P ic a y u n e , November 1̂ 4-, 1 9 1 ^ .
J.Q
M eeting o f  J u ly  5 , 191^, "M inutes o f  th e  Board o f  T ru stee s  o f
th e  L a fa y e tte  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, 1 9 12 -1921 ,"  2 8 . In  church papers
(W estm inster P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, New O rlea n s, L o u is ia n a ) .
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t o  l e t  th e  m em bership  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  d e te rm in e  t h e i r  f u t u r e  c o u r s e .
E v e ry  member o f  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  r e c e iv e d  a form  on w h ich  t o  i n d i c a t e  
w h e th e r he  w ish ed  th e  G re tn a  C hurch  t o  rem a in  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  
th e  s e s s io n  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  Church o r  t o  be  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  c a r e  o f  
t h e  R ev. M r. Voss w i th  pow ers o f  e v a n g e l i s t .  The v o te  was overw helm ­
in g l y  in  f a v o r  o f  p la c in g  t h e  c h u rc h  u n d e r  V o s s 's  m i n i s t r y ,  so  t h e  com­
m is s io n  recom m ended t h a t  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  b e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  
t h e  t i t l e  o f  th e  G re tn a  p r o p e r ty  t o  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y . T h ere  
w ould  th e n  b e  no q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  t o  a p p o in t  
V oss as  S t a t e d  S u p p ly .
A nsw ering  P r e s b y te r y  r o l l  c a l l ,  23 members v o te d  t o  a c c e p t  th e  
recom m endations  o f  t h e  com m ission  w h ile  t h r e e  v o te d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  T h is  
New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  com m ission  th e n  o r d e r e d  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  t o  
summon a r e g u l a r l y  c a l l e d  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  m e e tin g  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  t i t l e  
w i th in  one m o n th 's  t im e .  The a s se m b ly  f u r t h e r  r e s o lv e d  t h a t  B a r r 's  
a c t io n s  on J u l y  3 an d  10 a t  G re tn a  C hurch  w ere , t o  s a y  th e  l e a s t  " c e n ­
s u r a b l e . "  The p a s t o r  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  an n o u n ced  h i s  d e te rm in a ­
t i o n  t o  co m p la in  t o  t h e  L o u is ia n a  Synod a g a i n s t  th e  a c .t io n  o f  t h e  
p r e s b y t e r y .^ 9  Soon a f t e r  t h e  d e l iv e r a n c e  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s ­
b y te r y ,  t h e  rum ble o f  r e b e l l i o n  sou n d ed  from  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C h u rch . A t 
i t s  r e g u l a r l y  c a l l e d  m e e tin g  on  J u ly  19> 1.91k, i t s  B o ard  o f  T r u s te e s  
a d o p te d  a r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  th e  G re tn a  t i t l e  t o  
th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  w ould
^ M in u te s  o f  J u ly  13> 191^.> "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f  New
O rleans o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, 1906-1917^" 1 - 9 ,  1 2 .
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c r e a t e  a  p r e c e d e n t  an d  le a v e  t h e  d o o rs  w ide open  f o r  an 
ackno w led g ed  d o m in a tio n  an d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  New O rle a n s  
P r e s b y te r y  o v e r  t h e  p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s  o f  e v e ry  s i n g l e  c o r p o r a ­
t i o n  and  c o n g re g a t io n  c o m p rise d  w i th in  t h e  m em bership  o f  t h e  
New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y .
The b o a rd  f u r t h e r  r e s o lv e d  t h a t  a s  so o n  a s  t h e  G re tn a  C hurch  o r g a n iz e d
i t s e l f  i n t o  a c o r p o r a t io n  w i th  e l e c t e d  t r u s t e e s  o f  i t s  own t h e
L a f a y e t t e  t r u s t e e s  s to o d  r e a d y ,  a s  th e y  a lw ay s  had , t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e
G re tn a  p r o p e r ty  t o  th e  G re tn a  t r u s t e e s . F i n a l l y ,  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  b o a rd
is s u e d  a n  o f f i c i a l  c a l l  f o r  a  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  m e e tin g  t o  d e te rm in e
w hat a c t i o n  s h o u ld  be ta k e n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  th e  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  t h e  G re tn a
p r o p e r ty .  50
As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  above b o a rd ,  t h e  r e g u l a r l y  
s c h e d u le d  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  on J u l y  27 p ro m ise d  t o  
be  a s to rm y  o n e .  A t t h i s  g a th e r in g  B a r r  e x p lo d e d  a b o m b s h e l l .  D e c la r ­
in g  t h a t  he h ad  ab andoned  h i s  c o n te m p la te d  " c o m p la in t"  t o  syn o d  o v e r  
th e  p r e s b y t e r y 's  a c t i o n ,  he an n o u n ced  t h a t ,  i n  c o m p lian c e  w i th  t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  p r e s b y te r y ,  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  h ad  i s s u e d  a c a l l  f o r  
a c o n g r e g a t io n a l  m e e tin g  t o  a l i e n a t e  t h e  G re tn a  p r o p e r t y .  The p a s t o r  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h i s  c h u rc h  h e ld  th e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  G re tn a  p r o p e r ty  i n  t r u s t  
a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  G re tn a  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  a n d , as  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  t r u s ­
t e e s  o f  L a f a y e t t e  Church c o u ld  t r a n s f e r  t h i s  d eed  t o  t h e  G re tn a  C hurch  
o n ly  when i t  was f u l l y  o rg a n iz e d  an d  r e q u e s te d  su c h  a c t i o n .  He c h a rg e d  
t h a t  t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  was i l l e g a l l y  u s in g  i t s  pow er t o  com pel
50
M inutes o f  J u ly  19* 1914> "M inutes o f  th e  Board o f  T ru stees
o f  th e  L a fa y e t te  Church, 191 2 -1 9 2 1 ,"  29 - 30 .
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a 'body o f  a l e s s e r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  t r a n s f e r  i t s  l e g a l l y - h e l d  p r o p e r ty  t o  
th e  h ig h e r  o n e . "My c o n c lu s io n  i s  t h a t  t h i s  p r e s b y te r y  i s  to o  pow er­
f u l ,  e n t i r e l y  to o  p o w e rfu l f o r  me a s  a  P r o t e s t a n t  l i v i n g  i n  a la n d  
w here t h e r e  i s  s e p a r a t io n  o f  c h u rc h  and  s t a t e . "  T h is  b e in g  h i s  c o n v ic ­
t i o n ,  he r e q u e s te d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  d i s s o lv e  t h e  p a s t o r a l  r e l a t i o n s  
be tw een  h im s e lf  an d  th e  L a f a y e t te  C hurch an d  t r a n s f e r  him  t o  a n o th e r  
p r e s b y te r y  w here su c h  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  P r e s b y te r i a n  law  c o u ld  n o t  o c c u r .
He th e n  p r e s e n te d  th e  a ssem b ly  a fo rm a l p a p e r  e n u m e ra tin g  h i s  re a s o n s  
f o r  h i s  r e q u e s t .  A f te r  a p p o in t in g  a  com m ittee  t o  answ er t h e  s ta te m e n ts  
i n  D r. B a r r 's  p a p e r ,  th e  p r e s b y te r y  p o s tp o n e d  a c t i o n  on h i s  r e s ig n a t io n  
u n t i l  i t s  r e g u l a r l y  c a l l e d  m e e tin g  i n  O c to b e r .
T h is  m e e tin g  o f  P r e s b y te r y  p ro d u c e d  th e  f i r s t  o f  a s e r i e s  o f  
f r o n t - p a g e  s e n s a t io n s  in  th e  l o c a l  p r e s s . 51 D is t r e s s e d  a t  th e  t u r n  o f  
e v e n ts ,  th e  G re tn a  c o n g re g a t io n  p u b l i s h e d  an  open l e t t e r  i n  th e  le a d in g  
New O rlean s  new spaper d e c la r in g  t h a t  th e  in f e r e n c e  was made in  th e  d a i l y  
p r e s s  t h a t  t h e  q u a r r e l  o r i g i n a t e d  o v e r  B a r r 's  r e f u s a l  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  th e  
t i t l e  t o  th e  G re tn a  p r o p e r ty .  The c o n g re g a t io n  w ish ed  " e m p h a t ic a l ly "  
to  deny  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n ,  b e c a u se  th e  L a f a y e t te  p a s t o r  an d  th e  t r u s t e e s  
o f  h i s  c h u rc h  h ad  a lw ays d e c la r e d  t h e i r  w i l l in g n e s s  to  t r a n s f e r  th e  
d eed  t o  th e  G re tn a  C hurch a s  soon a s  i t  was a b le  t o  o rg a n iz e  i t s e l f  
in t o  an  in d e p e n d e n t c o n g re g a t io n .  E x p re s s in g  t h e i r  " s i n c e r e s t  a p p r e c i ­
a t io n "  f o r  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  D r. B a r r  t o  t h e i r  c h u rc h , th e y  w ish ed  t o
^ \ l in u t e s  o f  J u ly  27 , 191 -̂> "Minutes o f  th e  P re sb y ter y  o f  New
O rleans o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, 1 9 0 6 -1 9 1 7 /' 1^ -15; New
O rleans Times P icayu ne, J u ly  30, 191^.
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p la c e  o n  r e c o r d  t h e i r  " d e e p e s t  r e g r e t ” o v e r  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  T hey  w ere  
g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  f o r  t h e  g e n e ro u s  a i d  g iv e n  them  o v e r  
t h e  p a s t  y e a r s  i n  t im e  o f  n e e d , an d  t h e y  h ad  o n ly  t h e  w arm est p r a i s e  
f o r  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  " u n f la g g in g  e n e rg y  an d  h i s  u n s e l f i s h  z e a l  t o  p ro m o te  
th e  c a u s e  o f  P r e s b y te r i a n i s m ."^2
T h is  was th e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  w hen, o n  A ugust 1 2 , t h e  L a f a y e t t e  
C h u rch  h e ld  i t s  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  m e e t in g .  A t t h i s  w i ld l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
g a t h e r in g  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  b y  a unan im ous s ta n d in g  v o t e ,  d e c l in e d  to  
j o i n  i n  B a r r 's  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  p a s t o r a l  r e l a t i o n s .  D e c la r ­
in g  t h a t  t h e  p a s t o r ' s  p o s i t i o n  was " m o ra l ly  so u n d  a n d  j u s t , "  t h e  m em ber­
s h ip  a p p o in te d  a  co m m ittee  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  t o  
d e c l in e  t o  a c c e p t  h i s  p r o f f e r e d  r e s i g n a t i o n .  I n  i t s  r e s o l u t i o n  t h e  c o n ­
g r e g a t i o n  a s s e r t e d  t h a t ,  " th e  t r o u b l e  stem m ed from  a n  im m u tab le  l a c k  o f  
harm ony b e tw e e n  u s  a n d  t h e  p r e s b y t e r y . "
A t t h i s  t im e  t h e  p a s t o r  d e c l a r e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  
L o u is ia n a  Synod t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C h u rch  an d  o t h e r  s y m p a th e tic  
c o n g r e g a t io n s  t o  a  new ly  c r e a t e d  p r e s b y te r y  i n  t h e  C re s c e n t  C i ty  a r e a  
t h a t  w ou ld  b e  w h o lly  in d e p e n d e n t fro m  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y .  T h is  
p r o p o s i t i o n  m et w i th  t h e  " h e a r t y  e n d o rse m e n t"  o f  s e v e r a l  o th e r  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r s  an d  a num ber o f  p ro m in e n t laym en  o f  o t h e r  d e n o m in a tio n s  
i n  t h e  c i t y .  A t l e a s t  f o u r  o th e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u rc h e s  w ere e x p e c te d
52New O rlean s Times P ica y u n e , A ugust 3 , 191^•
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t o  j o i n  i n  th e  movement t o  s e p a r a t e  th e m s e lv e s  from  .th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f
t h e  New O rle a n s  Presbytery.53
By e a r l y  S ep tem ber o f  t h i s  same y e a r ,  f o u r  c h u rc h e s  i n  s o u th e rn  
L o u i s i a n a - - th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch , t h e  G e n t i l l y  C hurch , t h e  A lg ie r s  
C hurch  i n  New O r le a n s ,  an d  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  P a r a d i s ,  
L o u i s i a n a - - o f f i c i a l l y  r e q u e s te d  t h e  syn o d  to  t r a n s f e r  them  from  t h e  New 
O rle a n s  a sse m b ly  t o  a  n e w ly - c r e a te d  p r e s b y te r y .  The R ev. M r. A. O scar 
Browne r e q u e s te d  t h a t  tw o o f  h i s  c h u rc h e s ,  t h e  P a lm er S t r e e t  C hurch  an d  
t h e  L akeview  C h urch , f o l lo w  t h e i r  ex am p le , b u t  th o s e  c o r p o r a t io n s  p o s t ­
p o n ed  t h e i r  d e c i s io n  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  m e e tin g  o f  sy n o d  i n  m id -S e p te m b e r. 
S e v e r a l  o f  th e  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  a num ber o f  t h e  members o f  t h e i r  c h u rc h e s  
an n o u n ced  t h a t  i f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  Synod r e j e c t e d  t h e  p ro p o s e d  p la n  th e y  
s e r i o u s l y  c o n te m p la te d  jo i n in g  th e  " n o r th e r n "  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  and  
th u s  g iv in g  t h a t  d e n o m in a tio n  a f i r m  f o o th o ld  i n  t h e  Bayou S t a t e . ^  At 
t h a t  t im e  (1914 ) t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  h a d  o n ly  f o u r  s m a l l  
c h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  A l l  w ere fo rm e r  C um berland  c o r p o r a t io n s  l o c a t e d  
i n  th e  f a r  n o r th w e s te r n  c o m e r  o f  Louisiana.55
The l o n g - a n t i c i p a t e d  s p e c i a l l y  c a l l e d  m e e tin g  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  
Synod to o k  p la c e  i n  B aton Rouge on S ep tem b er 1 8 .  A tte n d a n c e  was t h e  
l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  L o u is ia n a  P r e s b y te r ia n is m ,  an d  t h e  a tm o sp h e re
^ M in u te s  o f  A ugust 16 , 1914 , "M inu tes  o f  t h e  S e s s io n  o f  th e  
L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , 1 9 0 5 -1 9 2 1 ,"  232 ; New O rle a n s  Tim es 
P ic a y u n e , A ugust YJ, 1914.
5^New O rle a n s  Times P ic a y u n e , S ep tem b er 2 , 1 9 1 4 .
55jfew O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r i a n  o f  t h e  S o u th , November 4 ,  1914 .
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■was " in te n s e "  an d  " t h r i l l i n g . "  T h re e  m i n i s t e r s —B a rr ;  L e i th ,  a s s i s t a n t  
p a s t o r  o f  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch ; and  A. O scar Brow ne, C i ty  M is s io n a ry  o f  New 
O r l e a n s - p r e s e n t e d  two p e t i t i o n s  t o  th e  sy n o d . One r e q u e s te d  t h a t  t h e  
f o u r  c h u rc h e s  nam ed above  be  c r e a t e d  i n t o  a new p r e s b y te r y .  I f  t h i s  
w ere n o t  a c c e p ta b le  t o  t h e  m em bersh ip , th e  se c o n d  p e t i t i o n  r e q u e s te d  
t h a t  t h e  f o u r  c h u rc h e s  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  te m p o r a r i l y  t o  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
L o u is ia n a  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  n o r th e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e .
I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  i n t e n s e  f e e l i n g  o f  a l l  in v o lv e d ,  b o th  f a c t i o n s  
s t r o v e  t o  m a in ta in  an  a tm o sp h e re  o f  harm ony. The o n ly  d i s c o r d a n t  n o te  
was s t r u c k  b y  t h e  R ev. M r. McF. A le x a n d e r , a  member o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  
P r e s b y te r y ,  who a t t a c k e d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  and  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  th e  p a s t o r  o f  
t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C h u rch . H owever, t h e  m o d e ra to r  o f  th e  s e s s i o n ,  g a v e l  i n  
h an d , ra p p e d  him  i n t o  s i l e n c e ,  an d  a d v is e d  him  t h a t  h i s  la n g u a g e  was 
n o t  " p a r l i a m e n ta r y ."  A P r e s b y te r i a n  d iv in e  from  s o u th e r n  L o u is ia n a  th e n  
co m p la in e d , " I  have  b e e n  h e a r in g  t h e s e  q u a r r e l s  f o r  o v e r  a  y e a r  a n d  I  
am j u s t  a s  much i n  th e  d a rk  now a b o u t t h e i r  m e r i t s  a s  I ' v e  e v e r  b e e n ."
No one b o th e re d  t o  e n l ig h t e n  t h i s  b e w ild e re d  c l e r i c .
A t l a s t  t h e  m em bership  v o te d  w i th  30 m i n i s t e r s  c a s t i n g  t h e i r  
b a l l o t s  a g a i n s t  an d  12 i n  f a v o r  o f  th e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  th e  f o u r  c o r p o r a ­
t i o n s  b e  o r g a n iz e d  i n t o  an  in d e p e n d e n t p r e s b y te r y .  The se c o n d  p e t i t i o n  
t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  c h u rc h e s  t o  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  L o u is ia n a  th e n  s u f f e r e d  
d e f e a t  b y  a  v o te  o f  27 t o  2 3 . W ith  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p e t i t i o n ­
e r s ,  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  v o te d  t o  a man a g a in s t  b o th  r e q u e s t s .  
W ith  b u t  one e x c e p t io n ,  how ever, t h e  m em bership  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  P re s b y ­
t e r y  v o te d  u n a n im o u s ly  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  s e c o n d  p e t i t i o n .  T h is  l a t t e r
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a c t i o n  was ta k e n  b e c a u se  t h e  members o f  t h i s  p r e s b y te r y  h o p ed  t o  f o r e ­
s t a l l  an  i r r e p a r a b l e  an d  d i s a s t r o u s  sch ism  i n  th e  c h u r c h .5^
The i s s u e  o f  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  o u t s id e  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  h a v in g  b e e n  d is p o s e d  o f ,  t h e  
p r o f f e r e d  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  B a r r  re m a in e d . T h is  w ould  b e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
b u s in e s s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l f a l l  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  on 
O c to b e r 5 * The to n e  o f  a m ity  an d  c o u r te s y  g e n e r a l l y  m a in ta in e d  a t  th e  
S ep tem ber synod  m e e tin g  was n o t i c e a b l y  a b s e n t  from  t h e  O c to b e r  s e s s io n  
o f  t h i s  c o u r t .  The L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r ,  accom p an ied  b y  h i s  a l l i e s ,  L e i th  
and  Brow ne, a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  m e e tin g  c o g n iz a n t  t h a t  he  was i n  t h e  l a i r  o f  
h i s  b i t t e r e s t  f o e s .  A s id e  from  t h e s e  tw o c l e r i c s  he  h ad  o t h e r  s u p p o r t .  
An o f f i c i a l  d e l e g a t io n  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  was p r e s e n t  t o  communi­
c a t e  t o  p r e s b y te r y  t h e  unanim ous w i l l  o f  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  a g a i n s t  d i s ­
s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  p a s t o r a l  b o n d s . I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  c o m m itte e , a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  th e  m em bersh ip  o f  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  s to o d  
a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  th e  g a th e r in g  t o  l e n d  t h e i r  cham pion a l l  p o s s i b l e  m o ra l 
a s s i s t a n c e .  I n  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e  d e b a te ,  w henever a  p o in t  was s c o r e d  
i n  B a r r 's  f a v o r ,  c h e e r s  a n d  a p p la u s e  sou n d ed  from  t h i s  g a l l e r y  m aking 
n e c e s s a r y  f r e q u e n t  c a l l s  t o  o r d e r  b y  th e  m o d e ra to r .
A f t e r  h a s ty  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  d e v o t io n a l s ,  t h e  b a t t l e  was 
jo in e d  w ith  no q u a r t e r  g iv e n  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  B a r r 's  two m i n i s t e r i a l
^ M in u tes  o f  S ep tem ber 1 7 , 1914 > "M in u tes  o f  th e  Synod o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  US, 1901-1915#" 1 6 0 -6 2 ; New O r le a n s  Tim es 
P ic a y u n e , S ep tem b er 1 8 , 1914 ; New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r i a n  o f  th e  S o u th , 
S ep tem ber 2 3 , 1914•
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s u p p o r te r s  re m a in e d  s i l e n t ,  an d  th e  L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r  fo u n d  h im s e lf  
a lo n e  i n  d e fe n d in g  h im s e lf  from  sa v a g e  a t t a c k s  h u r le d  a t  him from  a l l  
s i d e s .  He. z e s t f u l l y  c o n te n d e d , h o w ev er, w i th  e v e ry  d e t r a c t o r .
A few  v o ic e s  o f  m o d e ra tio n  a r o s e  am id a c r im o n io u s  c h a rg e s  and  
c o u n te r - c h a r g e s .  One member, who w arned  t h a t  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  i n  
L o u is ia n a  w ou ld  n o t r e c o v e r  f o r  t e n  y e a r s  i f  t h e  d i s s e n t i o n s  w i th in  th e  
C hurch  c o n t in u e d  t o  be a i r e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  p r e s s ,  u rg e d  com prom ise.
B o th  s id e s  ig n o re d  h i s  p l e a .  The R ev . M r. C. A . H yland  a t te m p te d  t o  
o b t a in  t h e  rem o v a l o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  s ta te m e n t  fro m  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  
p r e s b y t e r i a l  co m m itte e : " D r. B a r r  a t te m p te d  t o  th w a r t  an d  n u l l i f y  t h e
s p i r i t u a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  G re tn a  C h u rc h ."  A r o l l - c a l l  v o te  d e f e a te d  
th e  e f f o r t  an d  th e  s ta te m e n t  s to o d  a s  w r i t t e n .
In  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e  d e b a te  D r . B a r r  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  he w ere 
t h e  bone o f  c o n te n t io n  he w ou ld  s a c r i f i c e  h im s e l f  an d  g o .  "D r. B a r r  i n  
my o p in io n  h a s  b een  th e  bone o f  c o n te n t io n  h e re  f o r  a  num ber o f  y e a r s , "  
sn ap p ed  t h e  R ev . M r. W illia m  T . H a rd ie .  G roans and  h i s s e s  i s s u e d  from  
th e  d ism ay ed  cham pions o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r .  The m o d e ra to r  c a l l e d  
him  t o  o r d e r ,  an d  th e  R ev . M r. H a rd ie  g ru m b le d , "W ell, he w an ted  to  
know an d  I  t o l d  h im ."
The p r e l a t e s  f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  down t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  a t  i s s u e .  
M ajo r A . P .  A u l t ,  s p e a k in g  f o r  t h e  d e le g a t io n  fro m  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch , 
r e a d  a  p a p e r  s u s t a i n i n g  B a r r 's  p o s i t i o n  an d  u r g in g  th e  j u d i c a t o r y  t o  
p e rm i t  him t o  rem a in  a s  p a s t o r .  B a r r ’s p a p e r  r e q u e s t in g  r e s i g n a t i o n  
a n d  s p e l l i n g  o u t h i s  r e a s o n s  p r e s e n te d  a t  t h e  p r e v io u s  m e e tin g  o f  P r e s ­
b y te r y  i n  J u l y  was th e n  r e a d .  Among o t h e r  t h i n g s  th e  p a s t o r  h ad  s t a t e d
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t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  o f  th e  p r e s b y te r y  to  t r a n s f e r  t h e  G re tn a  t i t l e  v i o l a t e d  
h i s  c o n s c ie n c e .  A d m ittin g  t h a t  a t  t im e s  he had"'etirrnnzotffiily" d i s a g r e e d  
w i th  t h e  p r e s b y te r y ,  he h ad  a lw ay s  fo u n d  r e l i e f  th r o u g h  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
c h a n n e ls .  " I  am enough  o f  a  P r e s b y te r i a n  t o  know t h a t  a s  lo n g  a s  I  am 
a  com ponent p a r t  o f  th e  p r e s b y te r y  I  m ust o b ey  th e  r e g u la t i o n s  u n t i l  
t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  r e v e r s e d  b y  a h ig h e r  c o u r t . "  He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he 
h ad  aban d o n ed  h i s  id e a  o f  a  c o m p la in t t o  syn o d  b e c a u se  ev en  i f  t h e  c a s e  
w ere a d j u d ic a t e d  in  h i s  f a v o r  i t  w ould  n o t  a v a i l  i n  r e v e r s in g  th e  p r e s ­
b y t e r y 's  a c t i o n  i n  " th e  v i t a l  p o i n t  a t  i s s u e . "
He th e n  c h a rg e d  t h a t  P r e s b y te r y  h ad  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  d i s s o lv e  t h e  
L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  u n le s s  i t  c o m p lie d  w i th  th e  o r d e r  t o  t r a n s f e r  th e  
G re tn a  p r o p e r t y .  The L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  h e ld  i n  e q u i t y  t h e  G re tn a  t i t l e  
a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  G re tn a  c o n g r e g a t io n .  When t h a t  c o n g re g a t io n  o r g a ­
n iz e d  i n t o  a n  in d e p e n d e n t c o r p o r a t io n  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  w ould  t r a n s ­
f e r  t h e  p r o p e r ty  t o  i t s  t r u s t e e s ,  b u t  t o  t h a t  c h u rc h  o n ly .  By th e  
p r e c e d e n t  o f  t h i s  p r e s b y t e r i a l  o r d e r ,
a n y  c h u rc h  may be recom m ended on  p a in  o f  co n tem p t o f  c o u r t  t o  
t r a n s f e r "  i t s  p r o p e r ty  t o  P r e s b y te r y .  Any member may be o r d e r e d  
on p a in  o f  ex co m m u n ica tio n , t o  t r a n s f e r  a  p a r t  o r  a l l  o f  i t s  
money . . . o r  ev en  t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  c h u rc h , w hat he h o ld s  
i n  t r u s t  f o r  o t h e r s . . . .
T h e r e f o re ,  I  a s k  you t o  d i s s o lv e  th e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw een  
L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  an d  me.
The R ev . Mr. G. R . C o rn e lso n , c h a irm an  o f  t h e  p r e s b y t e r i a l  com­
m i t t e e ,  r e a d  a  r e s p o n s e .  I t  was h is  c h u rc h  t h a t  D r. B a r r  h ad  a t t a c k e d  
on th e  "woman q u e s t i o n ."  He s t a t e d ,  " A f te r  p r a y e r f u l  an d  c a r e f u l  c o n ­
s i d e r a t i o n  t h e s e  ju d g m en ts  a r e  u n a n im o u s ly  o f f e r e d . "  The p r e s b y te r y ,  
he d e c l a r e d ,  does have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d i s s o lv e  p a s t o r a l  r e l a t i o n s  and
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g iv e  a  l e t t e r  o f  d is m is s io n  t o  a n o th e r  a s se m b ly  o n ly  on c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
g rounds '.1 a n d  th ro u g h  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m e th o d s . When th e  R ev . M r. B a r r  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  o f  p r e s b y te r y  " v i o l a t e d  h i s  c o n s c ie n c e ,"  th e  
com m ittee  re sp o n d e d  t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u rc h  c o u r t  gave am ple r e l i e f  
t o  th e  c o n s c ie n c e  o f  an y  c le rg y m a n . F o r  th e  p r e s b y te r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  
a c c e p t  t h i s  c h a rg e  a s  a  r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  r e q u e s t  was im p o s s ib le  " w ith o u t 
s t u l t i f y i n g  i t s e l f  and  v i r t u a l l y  r e p u d ia t i n g  th e  law  o f  th e  c h u rc h ."
When he s a i d  he was enough  o f  a  P r e s b y te r i a n  to .k n o w  t h a t  he was o b l i ­
g a t e d  t o  o b ey  th e  m andate  o f  P r e s b y te r y ,  "he s h o u ld  have a c t e d  on th e  
p r o f e s s e d  know ledge in  t h i s  p r e s e n t  i n s t a n c e . "  He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he h ad  
abandoned  h i s  p ro p o s e d  c o m p la in t t o  sy n o d  b e c a u se  even  i f  th e  judgm en t 
o f  t h a t  a s se m b ly  h ad  r e v e r s e d  t h e  o r d e r  o f  p r e s b y te r y  i t  w ould  n o t  have 
s e rv e d  t o  u p h o ld  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  in v o lv e d .  B a r r 's  s ta te m e n t  w as, " u t t e r l y  
w ith o u t v a l i d i t y ,  l o g i c a l  o r  l e g a l ,  i n  th e  c l e a r  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n , "  o f  t h e  U .S . C hurch , a c c o rd in g  t o  C o m e ls o n .
The ch a irm an  th e n  t u r n e d  h i s  s c o r n f u l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  
p a s t o r ' s  a l l e g e d  c o n v ic t io n s  r e g a r d in g  th e  G re tn a  p r o p e r ty .  T h ese  
s c r u p le s  a r e  " a b s o lu t e ly  i r r e v a l e n t  o r  w ith o u t l o g i c a l  o r  l e g a l  b a se  
an d  can  r e s t  on  e i t h e r  g r o s s  c o n fu s io n  o r  p e r v e r s io n  o f  t h e  c l e a r  f a c t s  
i n  th e  c a s e . "  The d i r e c t i v e  o f  p r e s b y te r y  was " s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  n o im a l 
s p i r i t u a l  d ev e lo p m en t"  o f  th e  G re tn a  C h u rch . T h is  was p ro v e d  b y  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s i b ly  r e c e iv e  any  b e n e f i t ,  tem po­
r a l  o r  o th e r w is e ,  from  th e  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  t i t l e  h e ld  by  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  
C h urch . F i n a l l y ,  h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  d i s ­
s o lv e  th e  c h u rc h  on  M agazine S t r e e t  was an  a b s u r d  f a ls e h o o d .  H aving
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c o m p le te d  h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  R ev . M r. C o rn e lso n  th e n  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  p r e s b y ­
t e r y ' s  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  a  m i n i s t e r  on t h e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  
i t  had  v i o l a t e d  h i s  c o n s c ie n c e  w ou ld  be " s u b v e r s iv e  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  com­
p l a i n t ,  f a i l  t o  g iv e  p r o p e r ly  th e  r e l i e f  s o u g h t ,  an d  s u b je c t  p r e s b y te r y  
h e r s e l f  t o  h ig h  c e n s u re  from  a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  o f  t h e  c h u rc h ."  By th e  
same to k e n ,  none o f  th e  o th e r  r e a s o n s  s e t  f o r t h  b y  him  c o u ld  be s a n c ­
t i o n e d .  I n  c o n c lu s io n ,  t h e  p a p e r  p r e s e n te d  b y  B a r r  w as, "an  i n s u l t  t o  
t h i s  c o u r t  and  t o  t h e  c h u rc h  o f  t h e  L o rd  J e s u s  C h r i s t  sh e  r e p r e s e n t s .
I t  h o ld s  t h e  c o u r t  i n  co n tem p t b e f o r e  th e  c h u rc h  an d  th e  w o rld , an d  i t s  
s p i r i t  i s  h ig h ly  in f la m m a to ry ."  H is  p a p e r  was h ig h ly  i n j u r i o u s  t o  " th e  
p eac e  a n d  good  name o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , w h ile  i t s  w hole t e n o r  i s  
h ig h ly  i n s u b o r d in a t e . "  W hile  th e  com m ittee  c o u ld  n o t a c c e p t  th e  r e a s o n s  
s e t  f o r t h  i n  B a r r 's  s ta t e m e n t ,  i t  u rg e d  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  
p eac e  a n d  " p u r i t y  o f  th e  c h u r c h ," t h e  p r e s b y te r y  d i s s o lv e  th e  p a s t o r a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  th e  R ev . M r. J .  C . B a rr  a n d  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C h u rch .
The j u d i c a t o r y  a c c e p te d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  co m m ittee  w i th  i t s  accom pany­
in g  recom m endation  w i th  o n ly  J .  C. B a r r  and  h i s  two a l l i e s  v o t in g  a g a i n s t  
i t .
D r. B a r r  th e n  a r o s e  an d  r e q u e s te d  t h a t  he r e c e iv e  a  l e t t e r  o f  
d is m is s io n  t o  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f N a s h v i l l e .  C o rn e lso n  sp ra n g  t o  h i s  
f e e t ,  s e i z e d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  c o m m itte e , an d  w aved i t  o v e r  h i s  h e a d .
"Can you a f t e r  t h e  a d o p t io n  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  g iv e  D r. B a r r  c l e a n  p a p e r s  
a s  a  P r e s b y te r i a n  p a s t o r ,  l o y a l  a n d  o b e d ie n t  t o  a n o th e r  P r e s b y te r y ? "  he 
c r i e d .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  o u tb u r s t  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  a g re e d  t o  d is m is s  him
3*+o
t o  th e  T e n n e sse e  J u d ic a t o r y  -with t h e  c u s to m a ry  l e t t e r  o f  reco m m en d a tio n . 
The v p te  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n  was f a i r l y  c l o s e ,  how ever, b e in g  19 t o  1 1 . ^
I t  m ig h t h e  p o in t e d  o u t t h a t  t h e  q u a r r e l  o v e r  th e  G re tn a  p r o p ­
e r t y  was a  s t e r i l e  an d  u n n e c e s s a ry  o n e . I t  was o n ly  a  q u e s t io n  o f  a 
few  m onths b e f o r e  th e  G re tn a  C hurch  w ould  b e  a b le  t o  o r g a n iz e  i t s e l f  
i n t o  an  in d e p e n d e n t c o n g r e g a t io n ,  when t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch , i n  o r d e r  
t o  be t r u e  to  i t s  w ord, w ould  b e  c o m p e lle d  t o  t r a n s f e r  th e  t i t l e .  A t 
t h a t  t im e  th e  G re tn a  C hurch  w ould  come f u l l y  u n d e r  t h e  dom in ion  o f  th e  
New O r le a n s .P r e s b y te r y ,  a n d  w hat te n u o u s  a u t h o r i t y  B a r r  h ad  o v e r  t h i s  
c h u rc h  w ould  e n d . The same l i n e  o f  r e a s o n in g  a p p l i e s  t o  th e  New O rle a n s  
j u d i c a t o r y .  Had i t  b e e n  w i l l i n g  t o  w a i t  a b r i e f  t im e ,  i t  e f f e c t i v e l y  
w ould  h av e  b ro k e n  a l l  t i e s  b e tw een  t h e  G re tn a  and  th e  L a f a y e t t e  c h u r c h e s . 
By o r d e r in g  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  t i t l e ,  p r e s b y te r y  m u st have known i t  
w ould  p r e c i p i t a t e  a b i t t e r  s t r u g g l e . By 191*+ f e e l i n g s  w ere ru n n in g  so 
h ig h  o n  b o th  s id e s  t h a t  t h e  tw o p a r t i e s  w ere e q u a l ly  w i l l i n g  t o  f o r c e  a  
t e s t  o f  s t r e n g t h .  The f a c t  t h a t  i n  an y  s u c h  s t r u g g l e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
C hurch  i t s e l f  m ust s u f f e r  a p p a r e n t ly  d id  n o t  d e t e r  e i t h e r  s i d e .
A t any  r a t e ,  ow ing t o  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  p r e s b y te r y ,  t h e  enem ies o f  
B a r r  a p p e a re d  t o  have won a t o t a l  v i c t o r y .  Not o n ly  had  he b e e n  rem oved 
a s  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch , b u t  a l s o  a t  h i s  own r e q u e s t  he was 
w ith d ra w in g  o u t s id e  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  L o u is ia n a .
-^M inutes o f  O ctober 5 , 191*+> "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f  New
O rleans o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, 1906- 1917 ," 2 2 -2 8 ; New
O rleans Times P ica y u n e , O ctober 6 , 191*+•
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On O c to b e r 1 5 , t h e  R ev . Mr. B a r r  th e n  a d d r e s s e d  h i s  c o n g re g a ­
t i o n ,  s p e a k in g  e m o t io n a l ly  an d  p a t h e t i c a l l y  o f  h i s  17  y e a r s '  s e r v i c e .
He s a i d  he  -wished t o  co n v ey  h i s  t e n d e r  a f f e c t i o n s  t o  e a c h  an d  e v e ry  mem­
b e r  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n .  He c o n c lu d e d  b y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  "goodbye" o n ly  
m ean t "God be w i th  y o u ."  A t t h i s  p o i n t  f l u t t e r i n g  h a n d k e rc h ie f s  choked  
b a c k  so b s  an d  w ip ed  away t e a r s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  h a l l .  At no t im e  d u r in g  
th e  m e e tin g  h ad  a n y  a l l u s i o n  b een  made t o  t h e  f r i c t i o n  b e tw ee n  th e  p r e ­
l a t e  an d  t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y t e r y .5^
A t a r e g u l a r  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  m e e tin g  o f  O c to b e r 2 5 , 1914> c a l l e d  
t o  s e l e c t  a  re p la c e m e n t f o r  B a r r ,  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  c o n g re g a t io n  i s s u e d  a 
unanim ous c a l l  t o  t h e i r  fo rm e r  p a s t o r ,  t o  b e  p r e s e n te d  t o  t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r y  o f  T e n n e sse e  o f  t h e  U .S . C hurch , t o  resum e h i s  m i n i s t e r i a l  d u t i e s  
w i th  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n .  I f  t h i s  J u d ic a to r y  s h o u ld  f i n d  th e  a p p e a l  i n  
c o r r e c t  fo rm  and  s h o u ld  g iv e  i t s  o f f i c i a l  s a n c t i o n ,  th e  e x i l e d  m i n i s t e r  
c o u ld  once a g a in  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  C re s c e n t C i ty  an d  resum e h is  p a s t o r a l  
r e l a t i o n s .  As D r. B a r r  was o u t  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  he c o u ld  n o t  im m e d ia te ly  
make known h i s  v iew s on th e  a c t i o n  ta k e n  b y  h i s  fo rm e r  c o n g r e g a t i o n . ^  
H a rd ly  h a d  t h i s  d evelopm en t o c c u r r e d  th a n  New O rle a n s  P re s b y -  
t e r i a n i s m  le a r n e d  w i th  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  D r. B a rr  h ad  n o t t r a v e l e d  t o  T en ­
n e s s e e  t o  p r e s e n t  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  d is m is s io n ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  had  gone t o  
B eaum ont, T e x a s . T h e re  on O c to b e r 26 he h ad  re n o u n c e d  h i s  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  
t h e  s o u th e rn  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  an d  r e q u e s te d  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f
^®New O rle a n s  Tim es P ic a y u n e , O c to b e r  1 6 , 1914 . 
• ^ I b i d . , O c to b e r  2 6 , 1914 .
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J e f f e r s o n  o f  t h e  U . S . A .  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  t o  e n r o l l  h i m  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  
i t s  r e c o r d s .  T h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y t e r y ,  w i t h  i t s  o f f i c i a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
i n  e a s t e r n  T e x a s ,  h a d  n o m i n a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  S t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a .
A t  t h e  B e a u m o n t  s e s s i o n  B a r r  s t a t e d  h i s  r e a s o n s  f o r  w i s h i n g  t o  
j o i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h .  " T h e  d a y s  o f  s e c t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  U . S .  h a v e  
p a s s e d , "  h e  s t a t e d .  W h a t e v e r  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t h e r e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  f o r  
t h e  s e c e s s i o n  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c h u r c h e s  f i f t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  t h e  t i m e  f o r  
o r g a n i c  u n i o n  f o r  a l l  P r e s b y t e r i a n  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  h a d  c o m e .  J u s t  a s  h e  
h a d  b e e n  p r e p a r i n g  t o  l e a v e  f o r  T e n n e s s e e  h e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  a  " c o r d i a l  
a n d  C h r i s t i a n  i n v i t a t i o n "  f r o m  a  r u l i n g  e l d e r  i n  t h e  U . S . A .  C h u r c h  t o  
c a s t  h i s  l o t  w i t h  t h a t  d e n o m i n a t i o n .  A c c e p t i n g  t h i s  i n v i t a t i o n ,  h e  w a s  
d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  t h e  " h e a r t y  r e c e p t i o n "  h e  b a d  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  
o f  J e f f e r s o n .  T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  h e  f e l t  w a s  " p r o v i d e n t i a l , "  b e c a u s e  i t  
m e a n t  h e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  c u t  o f f  f r o m  h i s  w o r k  i n  L o u i s i a n a  a s  h e  h a d  
f e a r e d .
T h e  f o r m e r  L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r  t h e n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  
j u d i c a t o r y  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  d i s m i s s i o n  a n d  p a p e r s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  h e  
w a s  a  m i n i s t e r  i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  U . S .  c h u r c h .  H e  t h e n  a n s w e r e d  
a f f i r m a t i v e l y  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  U . S . A .  c h u r c h  f o r  a n  
o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t e r .  F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  t h e  p r e s b y t e r y ,  a f t e r  e n r o l l i n g  h i m  
a s  a  m e m b e r ,  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  h i m  e x t e n s i v e  p r i v i l e g e s  a s  a  " P a s t o r -  
E v a n g e l i s t , "  i n  H e w  O r l e a n s ,  L o u i s i a n a .  T h i s  g a v e  h i m  a u t h o r i t y  t o
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assum e w h a te v e r  p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s  he  c h o s e , t o  fo u n d  new c h u rc h e s ,  an d  t o  
u n d e r ta k e  w h a te v e r  w ork he deem ed n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  Bayou S t a t e .  u
R e tu rn in g  t o  t h e  C re s c e n t  C i ty  on  W ednesday e v e n in g , O c to b e r  28 , 
th e  R ev. M r. B a r r  a d d r e s s e d  h i s  fo rm e r  c o n g r e g a t io n .  A f t e r  s t a t i n g  h i s  
r e a s o n s  f o r  j o i n i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h , t h e  m i n i s t e r  d e c la r e d  h i s  
d e l ig h t e d  w i l l in g n e s s  t o  resum e h i s  p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s  i n  h i s  fo rm e r  
s p i r i t u a l  hom e. H is w i l l in g n e s s  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  c a l l  o f  th e  c h u rc h  
h in g e d ,  h ow ever, upon th e  r e a d in e s s  o f  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  a n d  t r u s t e e s  o f  
th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  t o  w ith d raw  from  th e  s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
an d  p la c e  th e m s e lv e s  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n .
A t t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s  many members o f  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  
c l u s t e r e d  a b o u t him  t o  sh ak e  h i s  h an d  and  t o  a s s u r e  him  o f  t h e i r  p l e a ­
s u r e  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s .  A r e p o r t e r  com m ented t h a t  t h e r e  a p p e a re d
l i t t l e  d o u b t t h a t  th e  c h u rc h  w ou ld  p la c e  i t s e l f  u n d e r  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f
6 lt h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y .
The f o l lo w in g  day  B a r r  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s  t h a t  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
H o s p i ta l  he h a d  fo u n d e d  w ould  n o t  be p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  
t h e  Synod o f  T ex a s , U .S .A . The o n ly  c o n n e c t io n  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  h ad  
w i th  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  was t h a t  a num ber o f  P r e s b y te r i a n  m in i s ­
t e r s  s a t  on  t h e  b o a rd  o f  d i r e c t o r s . I t  h ad  n e v e r  b e e n  u n d e r  th e
M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r 2 6 , 191^-* "M inu tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
J e f f e r s o n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  \C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1907-15*" 167 - 6 8 . In  
c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) ;  New 
O rle a n s  Tim es P ic a y u n e , O c to b e r  2 7 , 191**-.
New O rleans Times P ica y u n e , O ctober 2 9 , 191^•
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j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  an d  w ould  c o n t in u e  i t s  
e x i s t e n c e  a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t c o r p o r a t io n .  ^
B anner h e a d l in e s  i n  th e  New O rle a n s  p r e s s  d e s c r ib e d  t h e  e v e n ts  
t h a t  to o k  p la c e  i n  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  on  S unday , November 8 . S h o r t ly  
a f t e r  t h e  Sunday S ch o o l l e s s o n  te r m in a te d ,  a n d  th e  c h i ld r e n  c e a s e d  
s in g in g  " B le s t  Be th e  T ie  t h a t  B in d s ,"  t h e  pews o f  th e  m ain  c h u rc h  
r a p i d l y  f i l l e d  w i th  an  u n u s u a l ly  l a r g e  a t t e n d a n c e .  An e x p r e s s io n  o f  
e x c i tm e n t an d  e x p e c ta n c y  was s e e n  on  th e  f a c e s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n .  D r. 
B a r r  to o k  f o r  t h e  t e x t  o f  h i s  serm on th e  2 8 th  v e r s e  o f  th e  1 1 th  c h a p te r  
o f  M atthew , "Come u n to  me a l l  ye who a r e  w eary  and  h eav y  la d e n  a n d  I  
w i l l  g iv e  you r e s t . "
A f t e r  an  e a r n e s t  a d d r e s s ,  b r i e f e r  th a n  u s u a l ,  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n
*
was i n v i t e d  to  re m a in  t o  v o te  on a  r e s o l u t i o n  drawn up b y  th e  s e s s i o n .  
The m em bership  was a s k e d  e i t h e r  t o  a c c e p t  o r  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  
s e v e r  L a f a y e t t e  C h u rc h 's  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  t h e  s o u th e rn  d e n o m in a tio n  an d  
e s t a b l i s h  i t s e l f  a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t c h u rc h  s u b je c t  t o  no a u t h o r i t y  h ig h e r  
th a n  i t s  own s e s s i o n .  The r e s o l u t i o n  th e n  s p e l l e d  o u t  t h e  r e a s o n s  why 
t h i s  a c t i o n  was deem ed n e c e s s a r y .  "The c o n t r a d i c t o r y  an d  u n s p e a k a b le  
co n d u c t"  o f  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  to w a rd  th e  R ev . M r. B a r r  f o r ­
f e i t e d  t h e  c o n f id e n c e  o f  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  i n  t h a t  b o d y . The o r d e r  o f  
t h e  p r e s b y te r y  i n s t r u c t i n g  th e  c h u rc h  t o  t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  t o  p r o p e r ty  t o  
w h ich  t h e  L a f a y e t te  c o r p o r a t io n  h a d  a b s o l u t e l y  c l e a r  t i t l e  was " a r b i ­
t r a r y  a n d  i n d e f e n s i b l e . "  The p u b l i c a t i o n  in  t h e  p u b l ic  an d  r e l i g i o u s
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p r e s s  o f  s la n d e ro u s  an d  m is le a d in g  s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t th e  R ev. M r. B a r r  
an d  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  c o n v in c e d  t h e  m em bersh ip  t h a t  " o u r  h o n o r was 
n o t  s a f e  i n  p r e s b y t e r y 's  h a n d s ."  The L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  w ish e d  t o  w i th ­
draw from  th e  s o u th e r n  d e n o m in a tio n , b e c a u se  th e  New O r le a n s  j u d i c a t o r y  
" p ro v e d  th ro u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  u n k in d n e s s e s  and  i n j u s t i c e s , 11 t h a t  i t  was 
" a t  en m ity "  w ith  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n .  Even th e  v e ry  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  
c h u rc h  was t h r e a t e n e d .  I t s  m ost c r u e l  a c t i o n  came when, i n  s p i t e  o f  
t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n 's  unanim ous v o te  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  s e r v ic e s  o f  D r. B a r r ,  
t h e  p r e s b y te r y  d i s s o lv e d  t h e  p a s t o r a l  bonds b e tw een  him an d  th e  
L a f a y e t t e  C hurch . I n  one f i n a l  c o m p la in t ,  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  e x p r e s s e d  
sh o ck  a t  t h e  "u n se em ly  an d  u n a u th o r iz e d  a c t i v i t y "  o f  an  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  
p r e s b y t e r y .  When t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  h ad  a t te m p te d  t o  c i r c u l a t e  a  " s o -  
c a l l e d  p e t i t i o n "  a s k in g  t h e  m em bership  t o  re m a in  i n  t h e  U .S . denom ina­
t i o n ,  he  r e c e iv e d  t h e  ro u g h  h a n d lin g  from  th e  a d m ire rs  o f  t h e  R ev . Mr. 
B a r r  t h a t  he d e s e rv e d .  "We, t h e r e f o r e  a r e  t r i c k e d  b y  a  sh rew d n ess  f o r  
w h ich  we a r e  no m a tc h ."  R a th e r  th a n  w ea ry  th e m s e lv e s  i n  v a in  a p p e a ls  
f o r  j u s t i c e  w hich  w ould o n ly  b e n e f i t  " u n sc ru p u lo u s  o p p o r tu n i s t s "  t h e  
c h u rc h  r e s o lv e d  t o  " c u t  t h e  G o rd ian  k n o t . "
I f  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  in t e n d s  t o  s t i r  up  s t r i f e ,  we a r e  
n o t  t o  be i n t im i d a t e d .  I f  n e e d  b e ,  we w i l l  l o s e ,  . . . e v e ry  
p ie c e  o f  p r o p e r ty  w h ich  we p o s s e s s  a n d  go o u t  and  w o rsh ip  i n  
•6he s t r e e t ,  b u t  we w i l l  n e v e r  a g a in  su b m it t o  th e  m a jo r i t y  
w h ich  a t  p r e s e n t  d o m in a te s  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  and  th e  
Synod o f  L o u is ia n a .
When th e  v o te  was ta k e n  on  th e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  i t  was c a r r i e d  w ith  224 in
I
f a v o r  a n d  o n ly  s i x  o p p o se d . The c o n g r e g a t io n ,  com posed o f  b o th  men an d  
women, a p p e a re d  j u b i l a n t  a t  t h e  r e s u l t .
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A lth o u g h  t h e  c h u rc h  h a d  d e c l a r e d  i t s e l f  a n  in d e p e n d e n t c o r p o r a ­
t i o n ,  t h i s  was o n ly  t h e  f i r s t  s te p  to w a rd  p la c in g  i t s e l f  u n d e r  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . So c o n f id e n t  w ere t h e  o f f i ­
c e r s  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  o f  an  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o te  t h a t  t h e y  h ad  i n v i t e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  t o  o f f i c i a t e  a t  t h e  i n s t a l l a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  R ev . M r. B a r r  a s  p a s t o r .  The R ev. M r. F . H. F o rd  o f  J a c k ­
s o n v i l l e ,  T ex a s , r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y  a t  t h e  i n s t a l l a ­
t i o n  t h a t  e v e n in g .  I n  a d d r e s s in g  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  F o rd , o b v io u s ly  
a p p re h e n s iv e  a b o u t a  f u t u r e  c o n f l i c t  w i th  t h e  U .S . d h u rc h , s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  h a d  a lw ay s  a t te m p te d  t o  l i v e  up t o  t h e  r u l e s  o f  
c o m ity  a n d  h ad  a lw ay s  s t r i v e n  t o  p r e s e r v e  th e  m ost h arm o n io u s r e l a t i o n s  
p o s s i b l e  w i th  t h e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h . S in c e  he was t h e r e  a t  t h e  i n v i t a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  i t  m ust b e a r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  
p r e s e n c e .  F o u r o th e r  m i n i s t e r s  r e p r e s e n t in g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  th e n  
jo i n e d  F o rd , o f f i c i a l l y  i n s t a l l i n g  B a r r  a s  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  
C h u rc h .^3
When t h e  L a f a y e t t e  s e s s io n  r e s o l u t i o n  h a d  sp o k en  o f  t h e  co n ­
g r e g a t io n s  1 w o rsh ip in g  i n  th e  s t r e e t ,  i t  c l e a r l y  im p l ie d  th e  f e a r  on 
th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  m em bersh ip  t h a t  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  m ig h t s e i z e  
t h e i r  p r o p e r ty  i n  a  c i v i l  s u i t .  B a r r  a n d  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  h ad  ta k e n  
i r r e v o c a b le  a c t i o n .  I t  re m a in e d  t o  be  s e e n  w hat c o u n te r  m e a su re s , i f  
a n y , th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  w ou ld  t a k e .
^ i b i d . , November 9> 1914,* M in u te s  o f  A p r i l  6 , 1915 > "M in u tes  
o f  th e  S e s s io n  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C h urch , 1 9 0 5 -1 9 2 1 ,"  2 4 4 -4 6 ; M in u tes  o f  
November 8 ,  1915> "M in u tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  o f  th e  P r e s ­
b y t e r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 5 /’ 1 78 -79 -
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T h e  n e w l y  i n s t a l l e d  p a s t o r  a n d  M s  s u p p o r t e r s  d i d  n o t  r e m a i n  
l o n g  i n  s u s p e n s e ,  f o r  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  N e w  O r l e a n s  P r e s b y t e r y  w a s  
i m m e d i a t e  a n d  v i g o r o u s .  O n  M o n d a y  e v e n i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u c c e e d i n g  t h e  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  s e r v i c e  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  b o d y  g a t h e r e d  a t  a  s p e c i a l l y  
c a l l e d  m e e t i n g .  T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  w e r e  s e n s a t i o n a l l y  
c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  p r e s s .  G r i m - v i s a g e d  C a l v i n i s t  d i v i n e s  g l o w e r e d  
f r o m  a  p h o t o g r a p h  o n  t h e  f r o n t  p a g e  o f  t h e  T i m e s  P i c a y u n e .  A  r e p o r t e r  
r e m a r k e d  o n  " t h e  s t e r n  a s p e c t "  o f  t h e  c l e r i c s  a s  t h e y  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e i r  
s p o k e s m a n ,  t h e  R e v .  M r .  U .  D .  M o o n e y ,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  N a p o l e o n  A v e n u e  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  a s  h e  p r o n o u n c e d  t h e  " a w f u l  s e n t e n c e . "  S i n c e  t h e
 ̂ t
R e v .  M r .  B a r r  h a d  s h o w n  h i m s e l f  g u i l t y  o f  c o n t e m p t  o f  c o u r t ,  s c M s m ,  
r e b e l l i o n ,  a n d  i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n ,  h e  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  d e p o s e d  f r o m  t h e  m i n ­
i s t r y .  N o t  c o n t e n t  w i t h  e x c l u d i n g  M m  f r o m  t h e  p u l p i t ,  t h e  c o u r t  
i m p o s e d  t h e  u n u s u a l  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  D e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  
L a f e y e t t e  p a s t o r  w a s  o u t s i d e  t h e  p a l e  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n ,  p r e s b y ­
t e r y  d e n i e d  h i m  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  s a c r a m e n t s  u n t i l  h e  h a d  d o n e  h u m b l e  
p e n a n c e  f o r  M s  m a n i f o l d  s i n s .  I n  t h e  t M r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  s e n t e n c e  
o f  e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  p r o n o u n c e d  w i t h  t h e  r i n g i n g  o f  c h u r c h  b e l l s  
a s  t h e  d r e a d  a n a t h e m a  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  w a s  p r o c l a i m e d  f r o m  t h e  a l t a r  a n d  
c h u r c h  d o o r .  B y  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  c h u r c h  h a d  t o  
a n n o u n c e  i t s  b a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i u m  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  p r e s s .
T h e  f e a r s  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  r e a l i z e d  
w h e n  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  m a d e  k n o w n  i t s  v i e w s  o n  t h e  c h u r c h  p r o p e r t y .  T h e  
s p o k e s m a n  f o r  p r e s b y t e r y  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s M p  o f  L a f a y e t t e  
C h u r c h  m i g h t  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  t h e  U . S .  d e n o m i n a t i o n  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s ;
h o w e v e r ,  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c h u r c h  t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
c h u r c h  o n  M a g a z i n e  S t r e e t .  T h e  c h u r c h  " b u i l d i n g  a n d  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  p r o p ­
e r t y  h e l d  "by t h e  L a f a y e t t e  c o r p o r a t i o n  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  N e w  O r l e a n s  P r e s ­
b y t e r y  w h i c h  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e t a i n  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  s o  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C h u r c h  w h o  r e t a i n e d  
t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  U . S .  d e n o m i n a t i o n .
T h e  f o r e b o d i n g s  o f  t h e  U . S . A .  c h u r c h  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  p o s s i ­
b i l i t y  o f  a  b i t t e r  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c h u r c h  w e r e  r e a l i z e d  i n  
t h e  p a p e r  o f  p r e s b y t e r y .  T h e  c o u r t  w i s h e d  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  " i t s  m o s t  
s o l e m n  a n d  e m p h a t i c  p r o t e s t "  a g a i n s t  t h e  " u n n a t u r a l  a n d  u n b r o t h e r l y  
i n t r u s i o n  . . .  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y t e r y "  i n t o  t h i s  d i s p u t e .  T h i s  
a c t i o n  p r o d u c e d  f r i c t i o n ,  d i s t u r b e d  t h e  p e a c e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a n d  
" g r o s s l y "  v i o l a t e d  t h e  c o m i t y  t h a t  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  U . S .  a n d  U . S . A .  
d e n o m i n a t i o n s
E v i d e n t l y  t h e  N e w  O r l e a n s  P r e s b y t e r y  e x p e c t e d  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  
w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  M r .  B a r r ' s  b e i n g  d r i v e n  f r o m  t h e  B a y o u  S t a t e .  I f  s o  
t h e y  w e r e  q u i c k l y  d i s i l l u s i o n e d .  T h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  U . S . A .  c h u r c h  a n d  
t h e  L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r  w a s  e q u a l l y  s w i f t .  O n  t h e  d a y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e c l a ­
r a t i o n  o f  t h e  U . S .  p r e s b y t e r y ,  t h e  c l e r k  a n d  m o d e r a t o r  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  
j u d i c a t o r y  w i r e d  t h e  R e v .  M r .  B a r r ^  " Y o u r  s t a n d i n g  a s  a  m i n i s t e r  c a n n o t  
b e  i n v a l i d a t e d  b y  a n y  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  C a t h o l i c  o r  P r o t e s t a n t ,  
o u t s i d e  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  U . S . A . "  T h e  L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r
..^ M in u tes  o f  November 9> 191^+> "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
New O rleans o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, 1 9 0 6 -1 9 1 7 /'  6 6 -7 0 ;
New O rleans Times P ica y u n e , November 10 , 1 9 1 4 .
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h im s e lf  s c o f f e d  a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  New O r le a n s  P re s b y ­
t e r y .  I n  a  n ew sp ap er in t e r v ie w  he j i b e d :
What t h e  P r e s b y te r y  a t te m p te d  h e re  was a b o u t a s  s e n s i b l e  a s  i t  
w ould  b e  f o r  a  M e th o d is t  C o n fe ren c e  t o  t r y  t o  d ep o se  a  B a p t i s t  
m i n i s t e r .  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  a n d  m y s e lf  a r e  now, an d  I  have  
b e e n  s in c e  O c to b e r  2 6 , 191^ > e n t i r e l y  beyond  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y .  We t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  g iv e  i t s  
d e l iv e r a n c e s  a b o u t a s  much c o n s id e r a t i o n  a s  we a r e  c o m p e lle d  
t o  g iv e  t o  an  e d i c t  o f  t h e  A rc h b ish o p  o f  C a n te rb u ry .
B a r r  f u r t h e r  r i d i c u l e d  t h e  c h a rg e  o f  sch ism  made a g a i n s t  him , 
a d v i s in g  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  n o t  t o  c a r r y  t h i s  c o m p la in t t o  th e  U .S .A . Gen­
e r a l  A ssem b ly . He re m in d e d  i t  t h a t  th e  s o u th e r n  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch 
h ad  s e p a r a t e d  from  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  f i f t y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  c la im in g  a s  
t h e i r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t h e  d i c t a t i o n  o f  c o n s c ie n c e .
How can  i t  make i t  c r im in a l  t o  s e c e d e  from  t h e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  
an d  u n i t e  w i th  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  when i t  p ro c la im s  i t s e l f  
h o n o ra b le  t o  have s e c e d e d  fro m  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  f i f t y - f o u r  
y e a r s  ago  an d  t o  h av e  e r e c t e d  i t s e l f  i n t o  an  in d e p e n d e n t 
body? ̂  5
The q u e s t io n  n a t u r a l l y  a r o s e ,  i f  t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  
g av e  B a rr  p a p e r s  o f  d i s m i s s a l  a n d  a  c u s to m a ry  l e t t e r  o f  reco m m en d a tio n , 
how c o u ld  i t  l o g i c a l l y  c la im  t h e  r i g h t  t o  u n f ro c k  a  m i n i s t e r  i t  h ad  
i t s e l f  p la c e d  b eyond  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ?  The a rgum en t ad v an c ed  b y  th e  
c h u rc h  c o u r t  was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  B a r r 's  l e t t e r  o f  d is m is s io n  was t o  
b e  p r e s e n te d  t o  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  T e n n e sse e  an d  t h a t  c o u r t  a lo n e .  U n t i l  
he p r e s e n te d  h i s  p a p e rs  t o  t h a t  body  an d  th e y  w ere  o f f i c i a l l y  a c c e p te d  
b y  i t ,  he was s u b je c t  t o  th e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y .
^ New O rleans Times P ica y u n e , November 11 , 191^*
350
W h e n  h e  v i o l a t e d  h i s  p l e d g e d  - w o r d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  w i t h d r a w  t o  T e n n e s s e e ,
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h e  " b r o u g h t  d o w n  u p o n  h i s  h e a d  t h e  r e t r i b u t i o n  h i s  c o n d u c t  w a r r a n t e d . 0 0
T h e  S y n o d  o f  T e x a s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  g a v e  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  
t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  b i n d i n g  l a w  o r  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  
t h e  U . S .  a n d  U . S . A .  c h u r c h e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  e i t h e r  m i n i s ­
t e r s  o r  m e m b e r s  f r o m  o n e  c h u r c h  t o  a n o t h e r ,  d e c l a r e d  a  s y n o d i c a l  c o m -  
m i t e e e ,  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  a  m i n i s t e r  b y  e i t h e r  d e n o m i n a t i o n  w a s  s t r i c t l y  
a n  i n t e r n a l  m a t t e r .  B o t h  c h u r c h e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i f  a  m i n i s ­
t e r  f r o m  o n e  d e n o m i n a t i o n  r e n o u n c e d  t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  h i s  f o r m e r  c h u r c h  
a n d  p r e s e n t e d  a  l e t t e r  o f  d i s m i s s i o n  a n d  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  h e  w a s  a  
c l e r i c  i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g  i n  h i s  f o r m e r  s p i r i t u a l  h o m e ,  h e  m i g h t  b e  
e n r o l l e d  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c h u r c h .  I f  a  c l e r g y m a n  h a d  c h a r g e s  
p e n d i n g  a g a i n s t  h i m  i n  h i s  f o r m e r  c h u r c h ,  t h e s e  c h a r g e s  m u s t  b e  s p r e a d  
u p o n  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n  t o  w h i c h  h e  w i s h e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  h i s  
a l l e g i a n c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  s i n c e  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  N e w  O r l e a n s  g a v e  B a r r  
p a p e r s  o f  d i s m i s s a l  a n d  a  c u s t o m a r y  l e t t e r  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  i t  n o  
l o n g e r  h a d  a n y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  h i m .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h a t  j u d i c a t o r y  h a d  
n o  r i g h t  w h a t e v e r  t o  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  U . S . A .  c h u r c h  v i o l a t e d  t h e  r u l e s  o f  
c o m i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  T o  a  l a y m a n  u n t r a i n e d  i n  c h u r c h  
l a w ,  t h e  U . S . A .  c h u r c h  a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  h a d  t h e  b e t t e r  a r g u m e n t .
^ M i n u t e s  o f  N o v e m b e r  9 , 19 1 ^ , " M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  
N e w  O r l e a n s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  U S ,  1 9 0 6 -1 9 1 7 ,"  7 0 .
^ M i n u t e s  o f  O c t o b e r  11 , 1915 , M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  S y n o d  o f  T e x a s  o f  
t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  U S A ,  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  i n  P a r i s ,  T e x a s ,
1 9 1 5 ' 11 9 1 5 ) , ^ 0 - 7 0 * I n  c h u r c h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v e s ,  S a n  
A n t o n i o ,  T e x a s ) .
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M eanw hile , t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  New O rle a n s  was e v i d e n t l y  s tu n g  
b y  th e  t a u n t s  o f  B a r r  a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Times P ic a y u n e . I t  e x p lo d e d  
i n t o  a  d i a t r i b e  t h a t :  s p i l l e d  i n t o  th r e e s  colum ns o f  t h e  f r o n t  p a g e  o f  a 
l e a d in g  New O r le a n s  n e w sp a p e r. The p r e s b y te r y  n o t  o n ly  r a k e d  i t s  f o r ­
m er member w i th  a  b r o a d s id e ,  b u t  a l s o  t u r n e d  a  s a lv o  o f  d e n u n c ia t io n  on 
t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . The s ta te m e n t  b eg an  b y  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  o v e r  th e  
p a s t  y e a r s  t h e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  h ad  " e x e r c i s e d  i n f i n i t e  p a t ie n c e "  
i n  i t s  d e a l in g s  w i th  t h a t  " e r r a t i c  an d  p e r s i s t e n t  d i s t u r b e r  o f  t h e  p e a c e  
o f  t h e  c h u rc h , M r. J .  C . B a r r . "  By r e f e r r i n g  t o  him  a s  " M is te r"  t h e  
s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  no lo n g e r  c o n s id e r e d  B a r r  t o  b e  a nr±n- 
i s t e r  i n  an y  a s s e m b ly . The r e s o l u t i o n  c o n t in u e d :
I t  hoped  th e r e b y  t o  r e c la im  him  from  th e  e r r o r  o f  h i s  w ays, 
an d  t o  in d u c e  him t o  obey  t h e  law s o f  t h e  c h u rc h  [ to  r e c o g ­
n iz e ]  t h a t  t h e r e  w as uome a u t h o r i t y  i n  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
o th e r  th a n  h i s  own w i l l .  I n  e x e r c i s in g  t h i s  p a t i e n c e ,  th e  
P r e s b y te r y  h ad  to  s t r e t c h  a lm o s t  t o  t h e  b r e a k in g  p o in t  i t s  
C h r i s t i a n  c h a r i t y .  I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  r e c e n t  e v e n t s ,  t h i s  lo n g -  
s u f f e r i n g ,  t e n d e r - h e a r t e d n e s s ,  and  c h a r i t y  on  th e  p a r t  o f  
P r e s b y te r y  was a m is ta k e .  S t i l l  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  does n o t  r e g r e t  
h a v in g  e x h a u s te d  a l l  p e a c e a b le  means o f  d e a l in g  w i th  him , 
th o u g h  i t  h a s  b een  i n  v a i n .  ;
" 'M r . 1 B a r r 's  l i t i g i o u s n e s s  h a s  b e e n  p r o d ig i o u s , "  o b s e rv e d  th e  
j u d i c a t o r y  a f t e r  sum m ariz in g  h i s  r e c o r d  o f  c o m p la in ts  t o  p r e s b y te r y ,  
sy n o d , an d  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  s in c e  1910 . A lth o u g h  th e s e  t r i b u n a l s  h ad  
o n ly  a t te m p te d  t o  d e fe n d  th e m s e lv e s  a g a i n s t  B a r r 's  c o n t in u a l  a t t a c k s ,  
t h a t  g e n tle m a n  an d  h i s  " p r e s s  a g e n ts "  h ad  lo u d ly  p r o t e s t e d  th r o u g h  th e  
l o c a l  n ew sp ap ers  t h a t  he  was b e in g  p e r s e c u t e d .  A l l  t h e s e  c o m p la in ts , ,  
a p p e a ls ,  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  a n d  s la n d e r o u s  c h a r g e s ,  t h e  p r e s b y t e r y  h ad  p r e v i ­
o u s ly  p a s s e d  b y  i n  s i l e n c e .
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"B ut h i s  r e c e n t  a c t s  i n  v i o l a t i n g  h i s  o r d in a t io n  vows have 
"been o f  so  n o to r io u s  a  c h a r a c t e r "  t h a t  t h e  l o n g - s u f f e r i n g  j u d i c a t o r y  
" i n  l o y a l t y  t o  h e r  own vows t o  t h e  C hurch  o f  C h r i s t  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  
a d ju d g e  him  g u i l t y  o f  g r o s s  con tem p t o f  c o u r t ,  d e l i b e r a t e  in s u b o r d in a ­
t i o n  a n d  r e b e l l i o n  an d  s c h is m a t ic  c o n d u c t a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  u n w o rth y  o f  
b e in g  a P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r ."  And th e  New O rle a n s  C o u rt s t r i p p e d  him  
o f  a l l  a u t h o r i t y  a s  a  " m in i s t e r  o f  C h r i s t . "
I f  "M r." B a r r  w ish e d  t o  be  r e l i e v e d  o f  h i s  o a t h  t o  t h e  U .S . 
c h u rc h  he  s h o u ld  have  o b ta in e d  p e r m is s io n  e i t h e r  from  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
New O rle a n s  o r  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  T e n n e ssee  a f t e r  th e  l a t t e r  c o u r t  h ad  
a c c e p te d  h i s  p a p e r s  o f  d i s m i s s a l .  "No man ca n  v i o l a t e  a  c o n t r a c t  i n  
t h i s  way w ith o u t w ord t o  t h e  o th e r  p a r t y  w ith o u t  s i n . "  A man re m a in s  
m a r r ie d  even  th o u g h  he s l i p s  away from  h i s  l e g a l l y  w edded w ife  w i th  no 
w ord t o  h e r ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  l i v e  w i th  a n o t h e r  woman. Can he th e n  r e t u r n  
t o  h i s  b r o k e n h e a r te d  sp o u se  and  h y s t e r i c a l l y  p r o c la im ,  " I  h av e  r e p u d i ­
a t e d  you I You have no r i g h t  o v e r  me I"  What . p r o f i t  him t o  p o i n t  t o  a  
"bogus m a r r ia g e  c e r t i f i c a t e "  a s  p r o o f  o f  h i s  good  s ta n d in g  i n  t h e  
com m unity .
M r. B a r r  p o in t s  t o  h i s  p a p e r  from  t h e  " n a t i o n a l "  c h u rc h  a s  h is  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  a s  a  m i n i s t e r ,  b u t  how can  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
J e f f e r s o n  . . . r e l e a s e  M r. B a r r  from  h i s  o a th  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  
made i n  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  New O rle a n s  t o  t h e  S o u th e rn  Church?
I t  i s  w o r th  a b o u t a s  much a s  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  from  C a r ra n z a , 
r e l e a s i n g  G e n e ra l F u n s to n  fro m  h i s  o a th  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s .
A m erica  o n ce  h a d  s u c h  a  man who was w i l l i n g  t o  re n o u n c e  h i s  n a t u r a l  
a l l e g i a n c e  an d  become t h e  s u b je c t  o f  a  f o r e ig n  p o w er. H is name was 
" B e n e d ic t  A rn o ld ."
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T h is  re n e g a d e  c l e r i c  now d e c la im e d  t h a t  he was a  member o f  t h e  
N a t io n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . "T here  i s  no 'N a t i o n a l '  C h u rc h ,"  t h e  
P r e s b y te r y  c la im e d , " t h a t  w ord i s  o n ly  a s u b te r f u g e  to  d i s g u i s e  th e  
a c t . "  T h e re  was o n ly  a n o r th e r n  an d  s o u th e rn  c h u rc h , an d  t h e  " n o r th e rn "  
P r e s b y te r i a n s  w ere  t r e s p a s s i n g  on t h e  f i e l d  p re e m p te d  b y  t h e  s o u th e rn  
d e n o m in a tio n . The P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  com posed " l a r g e l y  o f  e x -  
C u m b e rla n d e rs ,"  v i o l a t e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own c h u rc h  when th e y  
e n r o l l e d  M r. B a r r  a s  a  m em ber. H owever, i n  " c h a r i t y "  th e y  may be  p r e ­
sumed to - b e  u n f a m i l i a r  w ith  t h e  law s o f  th e  c h u rc h  th e y  have so  r e c e n t l y
jo i n e d .
J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y  was a t  f i r s t  una.ware o f  t h e  p a s s io n s  
s t i r r e d  b y  i t s  a c t i o n  in  e n r o l l i n g  th e  L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r  a s  a  member o f  
t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . As custom  an d  c o u r te s y  r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  S t a t e d  
C le rk  o f  th e  J e f f e r s o n  j u d i c a t o r y  w ro te  h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  t h e  New 
O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  In fo rm in g  him  t h a t ,  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  s ta n d a r d  p r o ­
c e d u r e s ,  t h e  R ev. M r. J .  C. B a r r  h ad  b een  c e r t i f i e d  a s  a  m i n i s t e r  i n  
th e  U .S .A . c h u rc h . The e p i s t l e  was s ig n e d ,  " F r a t e r n a l l y . " ^  j n r e t u r n ,  
th e  J e f f e r s o n  j u d i c a t o r y  r e c e iv e d  a  p r o t e s t  l e t t e r  so  f i l l e d  w i th  
" g a r b le d  s ta te m e n ts "  an d  " a s to n i s h in g  la n g u a g e "  t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r y
ro
M in u te s  o f  A p r i l  22 , 1915> "M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  New 
O rle a n s  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  US, 1 9 0 6 -1 9 1 7 / ' 1 0 7 -1 6 ; New 
O r le a n s  Times P ic a y u n e , November l l ,  1 9 1 ^ .
^ M . C. Johnson t o  Louis V o ss , November 2 , 1 9 l l ,  "M inutes o f
th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  Synod o f  T exas, P r e sb y te r ia n  Church, USA,
1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 5 /'  170 .
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d e c la r e d  i t  w ould  n o t  c o u n te n a n c e  a n y  f u r t h e r  co m m un ica tions from  t h a t  
b o d y .70
Back i n  New O r le a n s  th e  v e n d e t t a  b e tw ee n  th e  New O rlean s  P r e s ­
b y te r y  a n d  D r. B a r r  r a g e d  w i th  u n a b a te d  f u r y .  The New O rle a n s  c o u r t  
s t i l l  v ig o r o u s ly  m a in ta in e d  i t s  d e te r m in a t io n  t o  r e p o s s e s s  i t s e l f  o f  
i t s  s t o l e n  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  p r o p e r ty .  D e c la r in g  t h a t  t h e  p u l p i t  o f  
t h i s  c h u rc h  was v a c a n t ,  t h e  p r e s b y te r y  a p p o in te d  A. H. Z iem er t o  f i l l  
i t . 71
On S unday , November 15 , th e  rum or c i r c u l a t e d  among th e  members 
o f  L a f a y e t t e  c o n g re g a t io n  t h a t  th e  R ev . Mr. Z iem er was p la n n in g  t o  
m arch  on t h e i r  c h u rc h  w i th  a  b o d y g u a rd  o f  f o r t y  b r e t h r e n .  R e p re s e n ta ­
t i v e s  o f  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y ,  i t  was b e l i e v e d ,  in te n d e d  t o  d r iv e  
th e  d i s s i d e n t  m em bersh ip  fro m  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  an d  f o r c e  th e  R ev . 
Mr. B a r r  from  h i s  p u l p i t .  As a c o n seq u en c e  o f  t h i s  a p p re h e n s io n ,  t h e  
g r e a t  i r o n  g a te  o f  th e  c h u rc h  was slam m ed s h u t  and  12 s in ew y  s u p p o r te r s  
o f  th e  p a s t o r  s to o d  g u a rd  a t  t h i s  p o r t a l .  As p a r i s h i o n e r s  a r r i v e d  f o r  
th e  m o rn in g  s e r v i c e  th e y  w ere  p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n t e r  th e  c h u rc h y a rd  one b y  
o n e , a n d  th e  g a te  was c l o s e d  a f t e r  th e m .
A lth o u g h  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  law  w ere  se ldom  se e n  i n  t h i s  p e a c e f u l  
su b u rb , o n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  Sunday m o rn in g  tw o p o lic e m e n  w ere s t a t i o n e d  
on  th e  c o r n e r  o f  J a c k so n  Avenue an d  M agazine S t r e e t - t o  m a in ta in  t h e
7®M inutes o f  Decem ber 16 , 191U, i b i d . ,  1 8 7 .
71M inutes o f  November 21, 191^-, "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
New O rleans o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, 1 9 06 -1917 ,"  39*
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p e a c e .  M eanw hile , i n s i d e  t h e  hou se  o f  w o rsh ip  th e  R ev . M r. B a r r  
p re a c h e d  t o  a  l a r g e  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  c o n g re g a t io n  on  th e  t e x t  from  S t .  
Jo h n , l 6 :2 ,  " th e y  s h a l l  p u t  ye o u t  o f  th e  s y n a g o g u e s ."  H ow ever, th e  
" f o r t y  and  one" f a i l e d  t o  a p p e a r ,  and  when th e  m em bership  g a th e r e d  f o r  
t h e  e v e n in g  s e r v ic e  t h e  tw o p o lic e m e n  h ad  d i s a p p e a r e d .^
By t h e  m id d le  o f  November t h e  c h a rg e s  and  a c r im o n io u s  c o u n te r ­
c h a rg e s  ex ch a n g ed  o v e r  a fo u r -m o n th  p e r io d  h ad  begun  t o  have e f f e c t  on 
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  t h e  Bayou S t a t e .  When t h e  e x e c u t iv e  com m ission  
o f  th e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y  m et i n  New O r le a n s  i n  e a r l y  November th e  
c r i s i s  h ad  n o t  y e t  r e a c h e d  i t s  c l im a x . N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  com m ission  
l e a r n e d  w i th  d ism ay  t h a t  a  th o u s a n d  p e o p le  h ad  b e e n  l o s t  t o  common 
P r e s b y te r ia n is m  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  I n s t e a d  o f  e n t e r in g  o th e r  r e l i g i o u s  
d e n o m in a tio n s  p e rh a p s  many o f  th e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n  d i s g u s t ,  h ad  
re n o u n c e d  th e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n  a l t o g e t h e r . 1 P ro m in e n t c i t i z e n s  o f  
New O rle a n s  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  i n  L o u is ia n a  w ould  n o t 
r e c o v e r  from  t h i s  b i t t e r  f r a t r i c i d a l  f e u d  f o r  a g e n e r a t i o n . ^
As e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  c o n c e rn , l e t t e r s  o f  p r p t .e s t  show ered
upon th e  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e rs . One s ig n e d  "a  n o n -c o m b a ta n t P r e s b y te r ia n "
w i l l  s e r v e  a s  an  exam p le :
V i l l i f i c a t i o n  an d  c o u n t e r - v i l l i f i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  a rg u m e n t, and  
i s  unbecom ing t o  th e  r i g h t e o u s .  The p e o p le  o f  God e x p en d in g
^ % ew  O rle a n s  Tim es P ic a y u n e , November 16 , 1 9 1 ^ .
^ M in u te s  o f  November 1 7 , 19 1 ^ , "M inu tes o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
J e f f e r s o n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 5 / ' 172-73*
^ New O rle a n s  Tim es P ic a y u n e , November 10 , 19 1 ^ .
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t h e i r  e n e r g ie s  and  t e l l i n g  t o  t h e  w o r ld  how f a r  th e y  have wan­
d e re d  from  t h e  ways o f  t h e i r  M a s te r  s h o u ld  s to p  an d  p r a y . 75
W hile  t h e  s t r u g g l e  r a g e d  l i k e  an  e r u p t in g  v o lc a n o  t h a t  h u r le d  
f o r t h  b l i n d in g  c lo u d s  o f  smoke b u t  l i t t l e  l i g h t ,  th e  p r o c e s s io n  o f  d i s ­
s i d e n t  P r e s b y te r i a n s  from  th e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  in to ,  t h e  U .S .A . denom ina­
t i o n  c o n t in u e d .  The P a r a d is  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , w i th  16 m em bers, and  
th e  A lg ie r s  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , w i th  15 m em bers, o f f i c i a l l y  r e q u e s te d  
t h e i r  e n ro l lm e n t  on t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y ,  7^ t,ut  t h a t  
body  r e f r a i n e d  fro m  ta k in g  im m ed ia te  a c t i o n .  The New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  
s e n t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e i r  a b l e s t  m i n i s t e r s  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  th e  members o f  
th e  G e n t i l l y  T e r r a c e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , a  p rom pt a c t i o n  t h a t  l e d  th e  
c o n g r e g a t io n  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  th e  s o u th e r n  d e n o m in a tio n .77 
Upon fo rm a l  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  th e  R ev. M r. W illia m  L e i th  an d  th e  R ev . Mr.
A. O sc a r Browne w ere e n r o l l e d  an d  made f u l l y  a u th o r i z e d  m i n i s t e r s  o f  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h . 7®
O b scu red  b y  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i s s u e  w h ich  p r e c i p i t a t e d  
th e  a c r im o n io u s  q u a r r e l —t h e  o w n ersh ip  o f  th e  G re tn a  C hurch  p r o p e r ty — 
was q u i e t l y  s e t t l e d .  On S unday , S ep tem b er 2 7 , 191 -̂> t h e  G re tn a
7^I b i d . ,  November 1 7 , 191A .
76pet i t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r a d is  C hurch  an d  t h e  A lg ie r s  C hurch ,
November 8 , 191^b "M in u tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  o f  th e  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 6 ,"  1 75“77*
77jjew O rle a n s  T im es P ic a y u n e , November 1 0 , 19 1 ^ .
7®Minutes o f  November 2 0 , 191^, "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
J e f f e r s o n  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, 1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 5 /' l 8 3 “£&J
M inutes o f  December 1 6 , 191^* i b i d . ,  1 8 6 .
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P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o r g a n iz e d  i t s e l f  i n t o  an  in d e p e n d e n t c o r p o r a t i o n , 79 
a n d  on  Decem ber 1 o f  t h a t  same y e a r  th e  B o ard  o f  T r u s te e s  o f  t h e  
L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  t r a n s f e r r e d  th e  d is p u te d  t i t l e  t o  t h e  G re tn a  C hurch  
p r o p e r ty  t o  t h a t  c o n g re g a tio n .® ^  Had th e  R ev . M r. B a r r  a n d  th e  New 
O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  shown a  l i t t l e  more p a t i e n c e  and  t o l e r a n c e  t h e  c o n ­
t r o v e r s y  n e e d  n e v e r  have  a r i s e n .  The p r o p e r t y  was n e v e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  
a s  d i r e c t e d .  I t  may b e  n o te d  t h a t  th e  R ev. M r. J .  C. B a r r  d e f i e d  th e  
o r i g i n a l  o r d e r  o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  t o  t h e  v e r y  e n d , f o r  he 
n e v e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  th e  G re tn a  p r o p e r ty  t i t l e  t o  t h a t  j u d i c a t o r y .
M eantim e members o f  th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  drew  up a s t a t e ­
m ent o f  p r o t e s t  w h ich  th e y  c a r r i e d  t o  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h e  s o u th ­
e r n  c h u rc h .  The New O rle a n s  c o u r t  knew th e  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  
o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  t o  r e t a i n  a m ic a b le  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  s o u th ­
e r n  c h u rc h .  U sin g  t h i s  k n o w led g e , i t  hop ed  t o  com pel t h a t  o r g a n iz a t i o n  
t o  o v e r tu r n  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n .  The n a t i o n a l  
c h u rc h  was m o t iv a te d  b y  t h e  hope t h a t  c o n t in u e d  harm ony b e tw e e n  t h e  two 
d e n o m in a tio n s  m ig h t one day  l e a d  t o  o r g a n ic  u n io n .  Aware o f  i t s  
a d v a n ta g e , th e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y ,  i n  I t s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  co m p la in e d  o f  
t h e  e n r o l l i n g  o f  th e  R ev . Mr. B a r r  a s  a  f u l l y  a u th o r i z e d  m i n i s t e r  an d
o f  a  " p r o f e s s e d  i n s t a l l a t i o n "  o f  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  " s o -
c a l l e d  L a f a y e t t e  In d e p e n d e n t P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rc h ."  A dding  i n s u l t  t o
^ New O r le a n s  Tim es P ic a y u n e , S ep tem b er 2 8 , 1914 .
®^George W. D av id so n  to  M. V. H ig b ee , J a n u a ry  3 0 , 1915> "M inu tes
o f  t h e  B o ard  o f  T r u s te e s  o f  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C h urch , 1 9 1 2 -1 9 2 1 ,"  33* [The 
e a r l y  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  G re tn a  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  h av e  d is a p p e a r e d .  ]
35#
i n j u r y ,  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  j u d i c a t o r y  t h e n  c o m m i s s i o n e d  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  p a s t o r  
t o  l e a d ,  " a n  i n v a s i o n  i n t o  t e r r i t o r y  o c c u p i e d  s o l e l y ,  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  b y  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s . " 8 1
T o  s o l v e  t h i s  p r o b l e m ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l i e s  o f  t h e  U . S .  a n d  
U . S . A .  c h u r c h e s  a p p o i n t e d  a  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  o f  C o m i t y .  T h e  j u d g m e n t  
o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  w a s  t h a t  J .  C .  B a r r  w a s  l e g a l l y  e n r o l l e d  a s  a  m i n i s t e r  
o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  u n d e r  t h e  S y n o d  o f  T e x a s ,  U . S . A . ,  b u t  
t h e  e x t e n s i v e  p o w e r s  o f  " P a s t o r - E v a n g e l i s t "  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  h i m  w e r e  n o t  
h a r m o n i o u s  w i t h  t h e  c o m i t y  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  d e n o m i n a t i o n s .
N o  l o n g e r  c o n s i d e r e d  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C h u r c h ,  h i s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
b y  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y t e r y  w a s  d e c l a r e d  t o  b e  " u l t r a  v i r e s ,  .  .  .  
w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y  o f  l a w . "  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y t e r y  w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  n o t  t o  
e n r o l l  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C h u r c h  I n d e p e n d e n t  u n d e r  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  t o  
a s s i g n  t h e  R e v .  M r .  B a r r  t o  a  f i e l d  o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a .
T h a t  j u d i c a t o r y  w a s  f u r t h e r  a d m o n i s h e d  n o t  t o  e n r o l l  f o r m e r  c h u r c h e s  o f  
t h e  U . S .  d e n o m i n a t i o n  w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  c h u r c h .  A n y  c h u r c h  e n r o l l e d  w i t h o u t  s u c h  a  p r i o r  c o n f e r e n c e  
s h o u l d  b e  d r o p p e d  f r o m  t h e  r e g i s t e r  o f  t h i s  c o u r t .  T h e  j o i n t  c o m m i s ­
s i o n  s u m m a r i z e d  i t s  f i n d i n g s  i n  a  f i n a l  r e b u k e  t o  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y ­
t e r y .  T h i s  b o d y  w a s  c a u t i o n e d  t o  o b s e r v e  c a r e f u l l y  a l l  c o m i t y  a g r e e m e n t s  
b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c h u r c h e s ,  " i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  g r e a t  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  c o r d i a l
O - i
M inutes o f  November 9» 191^> "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
New O rleans o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US, 1 9 0 6 -1 9 1 7 >”
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c o o p e r a t io n  i n  a l l  Home M iss io n  w ork "by t h e  s e v e r a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  denom i-
Qp
n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h e s  e v a n g e l iz in g  i n  t h e  S o u th ."
A f te r  a g r e e in g  t o  th e  r e s o l u t i o n  i s s u e d  "by t h e  J o i n t  c o m m itte e , 
th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  th ro u g h  a n  e x e c u t iv e  com­
m is s io n  i s s u e d  a  s u p p le m e n ta ry  a n d  c l a r i f y i n g  s ta t e m e n t .  T h is  was d o n e ' 
w ith o u t  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  denom ina­
t i o n .  T h is  com m ission  d e c la r e d  t h a t  th e  J o i n t  C om m ittee a c t e d  i n  an  
" a d v is o r y  c a p a c i ty "  o n ly ,  and  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  body  w ere s u b je c t  
t o  t h e  l i b e r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  J u d i c a t o r y . T h e  P r e s ­
b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  g a t h e r in g  i n  an  e x t r a o r d in a r y  c a l l e d  s e s s i o n ,  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  i t  w ould  a d h e re  b o th  t o  th e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  J o i n t  Commis­
s io n  a n d  t h e  s u p p le m e n ta ry  s ta te m e n t  i s s u e d  b y  th e  e x e c u t iv e  c o m m itte e . 
A lth o u g h  th e  A lg ie r s  a n d  P a r a d is  C hurches h a d  a p p e a le d  f o r  m em bership  
i n  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  w i th o u t  p r i o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  t h e  s o u th e rn  
d e n o m in a tio n , s t a t e d  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y ,  t h e i r  p e t i t i o n s  w ere 
l e g a l l y  v a l i d ,  an d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e s e  tw o c o r p o r a t io n s  w ere  o f f i c i a l l y  
e n r o l l e d .  The R ev. M r. J .  C. B a r r  was n e i t h e r  rem oved a s  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  
L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  n o r  d e p r iv e d  o f  h i s  e x te n s iv e  pow ers a s  p a s t o r -  
e v a n g e l i s t  i n  L o u is ia n a .  One c o n c e s s io n  was made t o  t h e  J o i n t  Commis­
s io n .  The L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  In d e p e n d e n t was n o t  p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  J u r i s ­
d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t .  "T h is  a c t i o n  in  no way a f f e c t s  t h e  c o r d i a l
^ M in u te s  o f  May 26 , 1916 , M in u tes  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  
th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  USA, New S e r . ,  XVI ( P h i l a d e lp h i a :
O f f ic e  o f  G e n e ra l  A ssem bly , W ith e rsp o o n  B u i ld in g ,  1 9 1 6 ) , 2 1 2 -1 4 .
^Minutes Qf May 22, 1916, ibid., 116.
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r e l a t i o n s  an d  f r a t e r n a l  c o o p e r a t io n  an d  C h r i s t i a n  f e l lo w s h ip  e x i s t i n g  
"between t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  an d  th e  L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  Independent."® ^" I t  was r e a d i l y  a p p a re n t  t h a t  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  
r e a d  th e  su p p le m e n ta ry  s ta te m e n t  w i th  f a r  m ore c a r e  th a n  th e  o r i g i n a l  
r e s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  j o i n t  c o m m itte e .
B e fo re  p ro c e e d in g  w ith  a  n a r r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a t e  o f  th e  L a f a y e t t e  
C hurch  In d e p e n d e n t,  i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c c o u n t f o r  t h e  m em bership  
o f  t h i s  c h u rc h  t h a t  re m a in e d  l o y a l  t o  th e  New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y  i n  t h e  
U .S . d e n o m in a tio n . I t  was an n o u n ced  i n  th e  d a i l y  p r e s s  i n  D ecem ber, 
1 9 1 ^ , t h a t  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  "S o u th "  w ould  h o ld  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S e a ­
man B e th e l  C hurch  e v e ry  Sunday a f te r n o o n  a t  3 :^ 5  o 'c l o c k .  The R ev .
M r. G eorge Summey w ould  c o n d u c t t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  h i s  
p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s  a t  t h e  T h i rd  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u r c h . j n  F e b ru a ry  o f  t h e  
fo l lo w in g  y e a r  t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  a p p o in te d  a  s p e c i a l  com m ission  
w h ich  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  demand t h a t  t h e  s e c e d in g  c o n g r e g a t io n  o f  t h e  
L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  rem and th e  r e c o r d s  and  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h a t  c h u rc h  t o  th e  
" lo y a l "  m em bersh ip . I f  th e s e  d i s s i d e n t s  r e f u s e d ,  th e  com m ission  was 
a u th o r i z e d  t o  ta k e  l e g a l  s t e p s  t o  r e p o s s e s s  s a i d  p r o p e r ty  an d  r e c o r d s . 00
The s p e c i a l  com m ission  a p p o in te d  b y  p r e s b y te r y  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  In d e p e n d e n t,-  d e l i v e r e d  i t s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e
fillM in u te s  o f  A u g u st 16 , 1916 , "M in u tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f ­
f e r s o n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1907 - 1916 , "  2 7 2 -7 3 •
^ New O rle a n s  T im es P ic a y u n e , December 1 9 , 191^*
M in u te s  o f  F e b ru a ry  1 9 , 1915 , "M inu tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
New O rle a n s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  US, 1 9 0 6 -1 9 1 7 ,"  8 2 .
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j u d i c a t o r y  l a t e r  i n  t h e  same y e a r .  At t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  o f  th e  " lo y a l "  
members o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  S o u th , i t  recom m ended t h a t  no f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n  be  ta k e n  t o  r e p o s s e s s  t h e  r e c o r d s  and  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  
c o r p o r a t io n .  Not -w ishing t o  e m b ro i l  t h e i r  c h u rc h  i n  l i t i g a t i o n  o v e r  a 
p e r io d  o f  y e a r s ,  t h e  lo y a l  c o n g re g a t io n  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  w hole -m a tte r  
b e  d ro p p ed  a n d  t h e  b i t t e r  c o n t r o v e r s y  be p e r m i t t e d  t o  d i e .  The com mis­
s io n  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  on  th e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  w i th in  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  
S o u th . F i f t y - t h r e e  members o f  th e  fo rm e r  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  re m a in e d  
l o y a l  t o  t h e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h . Of th o s e  53 o n ly  a  p a r t  w ere  a c t i v e  i n  
th e  c h u rc h .  T w enty-one a t t e n d e d  th e  f i r s t  c a l l e d  m e e tin g ,  b u t  a f t e r  
t h a t  th e  a t te n d a n c e  a t  r e g u l a r  Sunday s e r v ic e s  r a n g e d  from  s i x  t o  15 
m em bers, a  f a i r  a v e ra g e  b e in g  a b o u t te n .® ^  On th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  
e n t i r e  c h u rc h  s e s s i o n ,  b o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s ,  an d  835  members o f  t h e  f o r ­
m er c o n g re g a t io n  w ith d rew  fro m  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n
O Q
c h u rc h .  R ead in g  b e tw een  t h e  l i n e s ,  i t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  b an d  
who r e t a i n e d  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  U .S . c h u rc h  was d e m o ra liz e d  a f t e r  t h e  
p r o t r a c t e d ,  a c r im o n io u s  c o n t ro v e r s y  a n d  was d i s s p i r i t e d  w ith o u t  th e  
dynam ic le a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  R ev . Mr. B a r r .
I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  w eakness o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  Church- S o u th , i t  
o r g a n iz e d  i t s e l f  i n t o  an  in d e p e n d e n t c o r p o r a t io n  w i th  i t s  own s e s s io n  
and  b o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s .  E v id e n t ly  i t  d id  n o t e n t i r e l y  ab an d o n  th e  id e a
^ M in u te s  o f  Ju n e  2 9 , 1915 , i b i d . ,  1 3 5 -3 6 .
88S t a t i s t i c a l  R ep o r ts , M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f  th e
P r e sb y te r ia n  Church Tn th e  USA, New S e r . ,  XVII (1 9 1 7 ) ,  8 6 7 .
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o f  a  l e g a l  t e s t  t o  d e te rm in e  t h e  o w n ersh ip  o f  t h e  p a p e r s  and  p r o p e r ty  
o f  th e  fo rm e r  L a f a y e t t e  C h u rch . The ch a irm an  o f  th e  h o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s  
o f  t h e  n e w ly -o rg a n iz e d  c h u rc h , i n  a  l e t t e r  o f  N ovem ber, 1921, a d v is e d  
th e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  In d e p e n d e n t t h a t  he  h ad  h e a r d  
p la n s  w ere u n d e r  way t o  d e m o lish  t h e  o ld  c h u rc h  b u i l d i n g .  A l l  m ovable 
p r o p e r ty ,  s u c h  a s  th e  o rg a n ,  b o o k s , a n d  r e c o r d s ,  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  
was t o  b e  s a lv a g e d  and  rem oved . The U .S . c h a irm a n  p ro p o s e d  a f r i e n d l y  
s u i t  t o  d e te rm in e  th e  t r u e  o w n ersh ip  o f  th e  fo rm e r  L a f a y e t t e  C h u rch . 
The' t r u s t e e s  o f  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  In d e p e n d e n t w ould  a g re e  t o  b e a r  
h a l f  t h e  c o u r t  c o s t s  i n  a n y  su c h  t e s t  c a se .® ^
The c o u h s e l  f o r  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  In d e p e n d e n t r e p l i e d  t h a t  
th e  p ro p o s e d  l i t i g a t i o n  w i th  t h e  in d e p e n d e n t c o r p o r a t io n  s h o u ld e r in g  
h a l f  t h e  c o u r t  f e e s  was u n a c c e p ta b l e . The t r u s t e e s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  
r i g h t f u l  ow ners w ere i n  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  th e y  h ad  no 
i n t e n t i o n  o f  assu m in g  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  b u rd e n  w h ich  w ould  p e rm i t  an  a l i e n  
c o r p o r a t io n  t o  c h a l le n g e  t h e i r  t i t l e  t o  s a i d  p r o p e r t y . 9 °
T h is  a p p a r e n t ly  was th e  l a s t  f l i r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u th e rn  denom i­
n a t io n  w i th  t h e  id e a  o f  l i t i g a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  p o s s e s s io n s  o f  th e  fo rm e r  
L a f a y e t t e  c o r p o r a t io n .  The L a f a y e t t e  C hurch S o u th  c o n t in u e d  i t s
89
J .  P a u l  H a l l e r  t o  E . E . M abry, e t  a l . ,  November 1 2 , 1921 , an d  
J .  P a u l  H a l l e r  t o  E . R . M abry, e t  a l . ,  November 2 5 , 1921 , "M in u te s  o f  
th e  B o ard  o f  T r u s te e s  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C h urch , 1 9 1 2 -1 9 2 1 ,"  no p a g e  n o .
[T hese l e t t e r s  a n d  th e  o n es  f o l lo w in g  w ere l o o s e l y  i n s e r t e d  i n s i d e  t h e
r e c o r d  book  o f  t h e  b o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s . ]
^°E. R. Mabry to  J .  P au l H a l le r ,  November 26 , 1921 , i b i d . ,  no
page n o .
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e x i s t e n c e  f o r  a  number o f  y e a r s  w i th  a  s t e a d i l y  d w in d lin g  m em bersh ip . 
The l a s t  t im e  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  a p p e a re d  on  th e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  
U .S . c h u rc h  was i n  1 9 ^ 0 .^
M eanw hile , t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  In d e p e n d e n t h a d  p ro b lem s 'o f  i t s  
ow n. I n  1916 J .  C. B a r r  fo u n d e d  th e  W e s tm in s te r  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  on 
S t . C h a r le s  Avenue w i th  a m em bership  o f  26 . The new c o n g re g a t io n  was
1
com posed e n t i r e l y  o f  fo rm e r  members o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  c o r p o r a t io n  and  
d e ta c h e d  from  th e  m em bersh ip  r o l l s  o f  t h a t  c h u rc h  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  
p u rp o se  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h i s  new c o n g r e g a t io n .  B a r r  th e n  became j o i n t  
p a s t o r  o f  b o th  th e  W e s tm in s te r  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  c h u rc h e s ,  r e c e iv in g  f u l l  
p a s t o r a l  s a l a r i e s  from  b o th  i n s t i t u t i o n s . ^  I n  A p r i l ,  1917* s c ra p p in g  
w hat l i t t l e  was l e f t  o f  t h e  c o m ity  a g re e m e n t o f  t h e  J o i n t  Com m ission 
a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  tw o G e n e ra l A s s e m b lie s ,  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y  o f f i ­
c i a l l y  e n r o l l e d  th e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  on i t s  r e c o r d s . ^3 The s u f f i x  
" In d e p e n d e n t"  was now d ro p p e d , a n d  th e  c o r p o r a t io n  was s im p ly  known as  
t h e  L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A .
The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  two c o r p o r a t io n s ,  W e s tm in s te r  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s ,  th e n  becam e r a t h e r  com plex . On M arch 2 2 , 1920 , 
t h e  W e s tm in s te r  c o n g re g a t io n  v o te d  t o  t r a n s f e r  i t s  p r o p e r ty ,  m ovable
91 S t a t i s t i c a l  R e p o r ts  from  P r e s b y t e r i e s ,  M in u te s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  US (1 9 ^ 0 ) , 215•
"^M in u tes  o f  May 9> 1916, "M in u tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r ­
so n  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1907-1916 , "  2 67 - 6 8 .
-^M inutes o f  A p r il  1 1 , 1917 > "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f  J e f ­
f e r s o n  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, 1 9 1 7 -1 9 2 5 /' 1 8 6 -9 1 .
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a n d  o th e rw is e ,  t o  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C h urch . The mem­
b e r s  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  c o r p o r a t io n  th e n  h ad  t h e i r  names i n s c r i b e d  on  
th e  same m em bership  r o l l  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  :-from w h ich  t h e y  h ad  
a l l  b e e n  rem oved f o u r  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  The W e s tm in s te r  C hurch th e n  d i s ­
s o lv e d  i t s e l f  a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t c o r p o r a t io n .  A c c e p tin g  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  
p r o p e r ty  a n d  members from  t h e  fo rm e r W e s tm in s te r  c o r p o r a t io n ,  t h e  
L a f a y e t t e  C hurch , a t  a s p e c i a l l y  c a l l e d  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  m e e tin g , o f f i ­
c i a l l y  ch an g ed  i t s  name t o  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rc h .9^
The J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y ,  i n  A p r i l ,  1921, n o te d  t h a t  t h e  W est­
m in s te r  an d  L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  h ad  m erg ed  in t o  one c o rp o ­
r a t i o n  t h e r e a f t e r  t o  b e  known a s  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch .
The R ev . M r. B a r r ,  b e in g  fo r m e r ly  p a s t o r  o f  b o th  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  w ou ld  
rem a in  a s  m i n i s t e r  o f  th e  c o n s o l i d a te d  c h u rc h  a t  a  s a l a r y  e q u a l  t o  t h e  
com bined  s a l a r i e s  p a i d  him b y  th e  s e p a r a t e  c o n g r e g a t io n s ,  n am ely ,
$3 , 600 .95
The c o n g re g a t io n  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  th e n  e v a c u a te d  
t h e i r  h o u se  o f  w o rsh ip  and  moved in t o  t h e  c h u rc h  b u i l d in g  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  
W e s tm in s te r  C hurch  on  S t .  C h a r le s  A venue. A l l  t h e  m ovable p r o p e r t y  o f  
t h e  l a t e  L a f a y e t t e  C hurch  h a v in g  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  new l o c a t i o n ,  
th e  o ld  c h u rc h  b u i ld in g  on M agazine S t r e e t  was d e m o lish e d . The l o t  on 
M agazine S t r e e t  was d iv id e d  an d  s o ld  t o  v a r io u s  i n d i v i d u a l  p u r c h a s e r s
o47 M inu tes o f  F e b ru a ry  2 , 1921, "M in u tes  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  T r u s te e s  
o f  th e  L a f a y e t te  C hurch , 1 9 1 2 -1 9 2 1 ,"  no p ag e  n o .
9 ^M inu tes o f  A p r i l  6 , 1921, "M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r ­
so n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1 9 1 7 -1 9 2 5 ,"  9 4 -9 5 -
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lay th e  c o n s o l id a te d  W e s tm in s te r  C h u r c h .^  Ths P r e s b y te r y  o f  New 
O rle a n s  to o k  a v e ry  dim view  o f  t h i s  game o f  m u s ic a l  c h u rc h e s  en g ag ed  
i n  by i t s  o ld  f o e ,  t h e  Rev. Mr. B a r r .  S t i r r e d  from  i t s  l e th a r g y ,  t h a t  
b o d y  once a g a in  c a r r i e d  an  o f f i c i a l  c o m p la in t t o  t h e  U .S . G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly . H eeding th e  c r y  o f  one o f  i t s  p r e s b y te r y  c h i ld r e n ,  t h i s  body  
a p p o in te d  a  com m ittee  t o  m eet w i th  a s i m i l a r  com m ittee  ch osen  b y  th e  
U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly to  d i s c u s s  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  co m ity  ag ree m en ts  
betw een  th e  two d e n o m in a tio n s . A t t h e  1922 a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f  t h e  U .S . 
G e n e ra l A ssem bly i t s  com m ittee r e p o r te d  on i t s  l a b o r s  o v e r  th e  p a s t  two 
y e a r s .  The com m ission  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  had  met tw ic e  w ith  t h e  com m ittee  
a p p o in te d  by  th e  U .S .A . A ssem bly , t h e  f i r s t  m e e tin g  ta k in g  p la c e  i n  
Richm ond, V i r g in ia  on November 2 9 -3 0 , 1921, an d  th e  se c o n d  i n  New York 
on  A p r i l  12 , 1922 . A t th e s e  s e s s io n s  th e  d i s c u s s io n  was c o n d u c te d  w ith  
t h e  "u tm o s t f r a n k n e s s  and  c o u r te s y ,"  and  a  " s i n c e r e  e f f o r t "  was made to  
s i f t  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and  re a c h  a  common ag ree m en t on th e  recom m endations 
t o  be drawn from  th e s e  f a c t s .  The j o i n t  com m ittee  had  c o n s id e re d  t h r e e  
c o m p la in ts  b y  th e  U .S . p r e s b y t e r i e s  a g a i n s t  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  solem n a g r e e ­
m ents b y  c o o rd in a te  p r e s b y te r i e s  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  i n  S p r in g d a le ,  
A rk a n sa s ; E l P a so , T ex as; and  New O r le a n s , L o u is ia n a .  A f te r  c i t i n g  th e  
p r o v is io n s  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  c o m ity  ag ree m en ts  o f  1916 , th e  r e p o r t  n o te d  
t h e  su p p le m e n ta ry  s ta te m e n t  i s s u e d  u n i l a t e r a l l y  b y  th e  U .S .A . E x e c u tiv e  
Commission a l l e g i n g  t h a t  th e  J o i n t  Comm ission h ad  an  " a d v is o r y  c a p a c i ty "
Q 6
M inutes o f  February 1 7 , 192 2 , "Minutes o f  th e  S e s s io n  o f  th e
W estm inster Church, 1922-1930 ,"  1 - 2 .
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o n ly .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  l a t e r  a s to n i s h i n g  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  
P r e s b y te r y  h ad  d e l i b e r a t e l y  v i o l a t e d  a l l  p r o v i s io n s  o f  th e  co m ity  a g r e e ­
m en ts r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  J .  C. B a r r  c a s e .  An o b j e c t i v e  n a r r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
E l P aso  a n d  S p r in g d a le  d i s p u te s  a l s o  r e v e a le d  t h a t  s u b o r d in a te  c o u r t s  
o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  h a d  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s c ra p p e d  so lem n a n d  b in d in g  
u n d e r s t a n d in g s .
At th e  m e e tin g  i n  R ichm ond and  Mew Y ork t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
th e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  r e a d i l y  a d m it te d  th e  c u l p a b i l i t y  o f  i t s  j u d i c a t o r y .  
They c o u ld  o n ly  p le a d  t h a t  i n  v iew  o f  t h e  lo n g  p e r io d  o f  t im e  t h a t  h ad  
e la p s e d  s in c e  1916 , an y  a t te m p t  o f  th e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  t o  
e n f o r c e  th e  o r i g i n a l  a g re e m e n ts  w ould  be  " i m p r a c t i c a l . "  The C om ity  
C om m ittee r e p o r t i n g  t o  th e  U .S . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  g av e  a s  i t s  judgm ent 
t h a t  a n y  a t te m p t b y  th e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  t o  o b t a in  " s u b s t a n t i a l  r e d r e s s "  
i n  an y  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  c a s e s  w ould  n o t e n t a i l  " i n j u r y  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
c a u se  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  an d  P r e s b y te r ia n i s m ."  [ I t  m ig h t w e l l  b e  a s k e d , 
how ever, w h e th e r  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  t h a t  c h u rc h  was e i t h e r  w i l l i n g  
o r  a b le  t o  im pose i t s  a u t h o r i t y  on i t s  lo w e r  c o u r t s .]  A lth o u g h  i t  
c o u ld  n o t  c o u n te n a n c e  th e  b e h a v io r  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n , t h e  com­
m i t t e e  recom m ended t h a t  t h e  U .S . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  ta k e  no f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n  i n  an y  o f  th e  t h r e e  c a s e s  d i s c u s s e d . 97
The New O r le a n s  P r e s b y te r y ,  h ow ever, c o u ld  ta k e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
from  th e  know ledge t h a t  J .  C. B a r r  was a member o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n
97•"A ppendix, M inutes o f  th e  S ix ty -b e c o n d  G eneral A ssem bly o f  th e
P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  US (1 9 2 2 ) , 1 8 6 -9 1 .
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P r e s b y te r y  an d  n o t  th e  s o u th e r n  d e n o m in a tio n . J u s t  b e c a u se  t h e  W est­
m i n s t e r  p a s t o r  h ad  ch an g ed  h i s  a l l e g i a n c e ,  he h ad  b y  no m eans chan g ed  
h i s  co m b a tiv e  c h a r a c t e r .  The d is c o m fo r te d  U .S .A . c h u rc h  was soon  t o  
l e a r n  j u s t  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  was t o  s u b je c t  t h i s  man t o  c h u rc h  
d i s c i p l i n e .
W hile  a  member o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h  he h ad  d e m o n s tra te d  h i s  
a b i l i t y  a s  a  m is s io n a r y ,  b u t  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . 
d e n o m in a tio n  h i s  a b i l i t y  a s  a  fo u n d e r  o f  new c h u rc h e s  becam e ev en  more 
a p p a r e n t .  I n  S ep tem b er, 1915> tie r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y  
on h i s  a n d  th e  R ev . Mr. L e i t h 's  a c t i v i t i e s  s in c e  D ecem ber o f  t h e  p r e v i -
• r
o u s  y e a r .  W orking a s  a  te a m , t h e y  h ad  o r g a n iz e d  a  c h u rc h  a t  Bowie w i th  
b2  m em bers, one a t  Gheens w i th  3 2 , one a t  H arvey  w i th  2 8 , one a t  D e lta  
Farm s w i th  2 1 , an d  one a t  L a f i t t e  w i th  13 m em bers. A l l  o f  t h e s e  w ere 
s m a l l  tow ns l o c a t e d  i n  s o u th e rn  L o u i s i a n a .  The p a s t o r - e v a n g e l i s t ' s 
s t r o n g  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  b i a s  was e v id e n t  i n  a  num ber o f  t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  
c h u rc h  r e c o r d s .  One exam ple was i n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  p r e s b y t e r y .  He spoke  
w i th  p l e a s u r e  a b o u t t h e  p r o g r e s s  made a t  G heens, L o u i s i a n a .  A lth o u g h  
f o r  a t im e  t h e  "enem y . . . t h r e a t e n e d  t o  p r e v a i l , "  t h a t  com m unity o f  
fo rm e r  " b e n ig h te d  R o m a n is ts"  h ad  b e e n  e v a n g e l iz e d .  T hen , s p e a k in g  o f  
t h e  " m a g n if ic e n t  o p p o r tu n i ty "  a t  t h e  tow n o f  L o c k p o r t ,  L o u is ia n a ,  he 
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h a t  com m unity o f  2 ,0 0 0  ;c i t i z e n s  h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d  t h e  Gos­
p e l  p re a c h e d  b y  a " w h ite  P r o t e s t a n t  m i n i s t e r . "  Even th o u g h  t h a t  tow n 
( u n t i l  th e n )  h ad  b een  a  C a th o l ic  s t r o n g h o ld ,  he was c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e
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" f o r c e s  o f  d a rk n e s s "  c o u ld  "be d e f e a te d  w ere he  t o  r e c e iv e  t h e  n e e d e d  
s u p p o r t  o f  p r e s b y t e r y .9®
S u c c e e d in g  p r e s b y te r y  r e c o r d s  n o te  many a d d i t i o n a l  c o n g re g a t io n s  
o r g a n iz e d  b y  B a r r .  In d e e d  h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s  a  m is s io n a r y  c r u s a d e r  f a r  
o u t s t r i p p e d  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  p r e s b y te r y  t o  f i l l  th e  p u l p i t s  o f  th e  new ly  
o r g a n iz e d  c h u r c h e s . H a rd -p re s s e d  b y  th e  m ushroom ing o f  new c h u rc h e s  
th ro u g h o u t  L o u is ia n a ,  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y  a s k e d  t h e  U .S .A . N a t io n a l  
B oard  o f  Home M is s io n s  t o  s u p p ly  b o th  p r e a c h e r s  an d  money t o  e n a b le  
t h e s e  w e a k -c h u rc h e s  t o  t a k e  f i r m  r o o t .  I t  w i l l  b e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a 
s i m i l a r  r e q u e s t  h a d  b een  made t o  t h i s  b o a rd  many y e a r s  e a r l i e r  t o  s u p ­
p o r t  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  c h u rc h e s  i n  T e x a s . The e a r l i e r  r e q u e s t  h ad  b een  
g r a n te d  an d  a b u n d a n t c a p i t a l  and  S t a t e d  S u p p l ie s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  s u p ­
p o r t  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n s  i n  t h e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e .  C o n se q u e n tly  th e  n a t i o n a l  
c h u rc h  l a i d  v e r y  f i r m  f o u n d a t io n s  i n  T e x a s . However* th e  e v e n tu a l  o u t ­
come was d i f f e r e n t  i n  L o u is ia n a .
The s t i l l  w r a th f u l  enem ies o f  B a rr  i n  th e  New O rle a n s  P re s b y ­
te ry *  h e a r in g  a b o u t h i s  J e f f e r s o n  p e t i t i o n *  a l s o  w ro te  t h e  U .S .A . Home 
M iss io n  B o a rd . T hey a d v i s e d  i n  t h e  m ost f o r c e f u l  la n g u a g e  t h a t  th e y  
c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  t h e  R ev. M r. B a r r 's  e v a n g e l i s t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  h ad  damaged 
a m ic a b le  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw een  th e  two g r e a t  P r e s b y te r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n s .
T h is  c lam o r e f f e c t u a l l y  i n t i m i d a t e d  th e  b o a rd ,  and  i t  th re w  th e  
Synod o f  Texas* U .S .A .*  a n d  th e  J e f f e r s o n  j u d i c a t o r y  b ack  on  t h e i r  own
^^M inutes o f  Septem ber 1 8 , 1915* "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
J e f f e r s o n  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, 1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 6 ,"  231-3^*
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m eag er r e s o u r c e s . As a  r e s u l t ,  th e  v e r y  e n c o u ra g in g  f i e l d  o p en ed  up b y  
t h e  W e s tm in s te r  p a s to r  an d  h i s  two c o l le a g u e s ,  Brown and  L e i th ,  re m a in e d  
l a r g e l y  u n c u l t i v a t e d ,  and  many o f  th e  c h u rc h e s  o r g a n iz e d  h y  them  d ie d  
o f  i n a n i t i o n . 99
I n  s p i t e  o f  n o n -s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Home M is s io n  B o ard , By 1954 t h e r e  
w ere  12 U .S .A . c h u rc h e s  w ith  a  m em bersh ip  o f  1 ,1 0 3 .1(̂  The m a jo r i t y  o f  
t h e s e  w ere fo u n d e d  b y  th e s e  t h r e e  m i n i s t e r s  w i th  J .  C. B a r r  a s  t h e i r  
g u id in g  s p i r i t . B a r r  can  b e  c r e d i t e d  w i th  la y in g  th e  r e a l  f o u n d a t io n s  
o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  i n  L o u i s i a n a . 101  Had th e  W e s tm in s te r  p a s t o r  
b e e n  g iv e n  a d e q u a te  b a c k in g  b y  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  t h e r e  seem s l i t t l e  
d o u b t t h a t  th e  num ber o f  c o n g re g a t io n s  a n d  p a r i s h i o n e r s  w ou ld  have b een  
f a r  l a r g e r .  The r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  i n  L o u is ia n a  
c a n n o t b e  com pared  t o  t h a t  o f  T e x a s . U nder t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,  
s u b t r a c t i n g  th e  members and  c h u rc h e s  fro m  L o u is ia n a ,  t h e r e  w ere i n  1955, 
147 c h u rc h e s  an d  2 2 4 ,2 9 8  m em bers . 102
M in u te s  o f  S ep tem b er 18 , 1915 , i b i d . ,  2 3 7 -3 8 ; F re d  H. F b rd , 
H i s t o r i c a l  C o n t in u i ty  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  t h e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s  o f  A m erica (F re d  H. F o rd , B ran ch , Hew O rle a n s  20 , L a . , no d a te  
g i v e n ) . I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io ,
T e x a s ) .
100S t a t i s t i c a l  R eco rd  a n d  P r e s b y te r y  R o l l s ,  M inu tes o f  th e  Gen-  
e r a l  A ssem bly  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  USA, 5 th  S e r . ,  I l l  
(1 9 5 ^ ) ,  39 8 .
101S t .  Am ant, H is to r y  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  L o u is ia n a ,
1 83 -8 4 .
102S t a t i s t i c a l  R ecords and P r e sb y te r y  R o l l s ,  M inutes o f  th e  Gen­
e r a l  A ssem bly o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, 5th  S e r . ,  IV (1 9 5 5 ) ,
3 8 8 -4 0 1 .
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R e tu rn in g  t o  t h e  l a t e r  c a r e e r  o f  t h e  R ev . M r. J .  C. B a r r ,  i n
J a n u a r y ,  1926 , t h e  B o ard  o f  T r u s te e s  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C hurch  a p p o in te d
a h u i l d in g  co m m ittee  t o  o b ta in  s u f f i c i e n t  fu n d s  t o  e r e c t  a  new $6 0 ,0 0 0
103h o u se  o f  w o rsh ip  t o  r e p l a c e  th e  o l d  b u i l d in g  on S t .  C h a r le s  A venue.
A t a  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  m e e tin g  i n  Ju n e  o f  t h e  same y e a r  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  
C hurch  c o n t r a c te d  t o  bo rrow  $U 0,000 a t  6 - l / 2  p e r  c e n t  i n t e r e s t  fro m  th e  
New O rle a n s  Bank an d  T r u s t  Company a n d  p ro m ise d  t o  r e t i r e  t h e  in d e b te d ­
n e s s  i n  10 y e a r s .  The b an k  was g iv e n  a m o rtg ag e  on  th e  c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty  
a s  s u r e t y  f o r  t h e  l o a n . - ^ '  I n  s u c c e e d in g  y e a r s  a d d i t i o n a l  lo a n s  w ere 
made u n t i l  t h e  in d e b te d n e s s  t o  t h e  b an k  s to o d  a t  $ 9 0 ,0 0 0 . I t  was o b v i ­
ous t h a t  th e  p a s t o r  a n d  B o ard  o f  T r u s te e s  d id  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  s a d d le  
t h e  c o r p o r a t io n  w i th  a  s ta g g e r in g  d e b t on th e  a s su m p tio n  t h e  boom y e a r s  
o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  w ould  c o n t in u e  i n d e f i n i t e l y .
Upon t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  G re a t D e p re s s io n  i n  1929 t h e  W e s tm in s te r  
C h u rch  was f a c e d  w i th  t h e  m ost p ro fo u n d  m o n e ta ry  c r i s i s  i n  i t s - h i s t o r y .  
I n  J a n u a ry ,  1930 , t h e r e  was n o t  even  enough  money i n  th e  c h u r c h 's  g e n ­
e r a l  fu n d  t o  p a y  a l l  o f  th e  p a s t o r ' s  s a l a r y .  B a r r  p ro p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  
B o ard  o f  T r u s te e s  s a n c t io n  t h e  t r a n s f e r e n c e  o f  $200 from  t h e  b e n e v o le n c e  
fu n d  to  t h e  g e n e r a l  fu n d  so  t h a t  h i s  m o n th ly  s a l a r y  c o u ld  b e  f u l l y  m e t. 
Jam es M cA rthur, c h u rc h  s e c r e t a r y ,  p r o t e s t e d ,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  d u r in g  th e
" ^ M in u te s  Qf  J a n u a ry  2 1 , 1925 , "M in u tes  o f  th e  S e s s io n  o f  th e  
W e s tm in s te r  C h urch , 1 9 2 2 -1 9 3 0 ,"  1 8 . [B o th  t h e  s e s s i o n  m in u te s  an d  th e  
m in u te s  o f  t h e  b o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s  a r e  i n c o r p o r a te d  i n  t h e  s e s s io n  r e c o r d s  
o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C h u rc h .]
I q Ji
M inutes o f  June 2 1 , 1925 , "M inutes o f  th e  S e s s io n  o f  th e
W estm inster Church, 1 9 2 2 -1 9 2 5 ,"  19*
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p a s t  y e a r  t h e  p a s t o r  h ad  p lu n d e re d  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  fu n d s  o f  h u n d red s  
o f  d o l l a r s  t o  m eet h i s  s a l a r y .  F u r th e rm o re , d u r in g  t h i s  same p e r io d  a 
s i z a b l e  am ount h ad  been  s ip h o n e d  o u t  o f  t h e  b e n e v o le n c e  fu n d  f o r  B a r r 's  
r e t i r e m e n t  f u n d .  When t h e  members o f  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  h e a rd  how th e  
c h u rc h  m is c e l la n e o u s  fu n d s  -were b e in g  m isu se d  t h e y  w ould  c e a s e  c o n t r i b u t ­
in g  t o  th e m .
A v ig o ro u s  d e b a te  th e n  to o k  p la c e  b e tw een  B a rr  a n d  M cA rthur.
A t i t s  c o n c lu s io n  t h e  c h u rc h  s e c r e t a r y  s t a t e d  t h a t  he w ou ld  c o n s e n t t o  
have t h e  $200  t r a n s f e r r e d  fro m  t h e  b e n e v o le n c e  fu n d ,  b u t  w ou ld  n e v e r  
a g a in  v o te  f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  money fro m  one fu n d  to  a n o t h e r .  The 
m i n i s t e r  m ust h av e  b een  sh ak en  b y  th e  know ledge t h a t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  
he h ad  m et fo rm id a b le  o p p o s i t i o n  w i th in  h i s  c h u rc h .  M cA rthur was n o t 
o n ly  t h e  c h u rc h  s e c r e t a r y  b u t  a l s o  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  b o a rd  o f  m anagers 
o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  H o s p i t a l . A s  t h e  e v id e n c e  was soon  t o  s u g g e s t ,  
B a r r  m ust have p o n d e re d  w hat d ra m a tic  a c t i o n  he c o u ld  ta k e  t o  r e s t o r e  
h i s  now f a l t e r i n g  a u t h o r i t y .
The W e s tm in s te r  c o r p o r a t io n ,  how ever, h ad  f a r  m ore s e r io u s  
p ro b lem s t o  g r a p p le  w i th  th a n  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  th e  m i n i s t e r .  The c h u rc h  
com plex on  S t .  C h a r le s  Avenue c o s t  $ 1 ^ 0 ,0 0 0 . To p a y  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n ,  th e  e n t i r e  p r o p e r ty  was b o n d ed  f o r  $ 8 0 ,0 0 0  b y  th e  Hew O rle a n s  
Bank an d  T r u s t  Company. The f i r s t  g ro u p  o f  f i v e  b o n d s , v a lu e d  a t  
$ 1 ,0 0 0  e a c h , was t o  f a l l  due on  J a n u a ry  1 , 1930; a n d  th e  s e c o n d  g ro u p , 
a l s o  t o t a l i n g  $ 5 ,0 0 0 , was p a y a b le  on  Decem ber 31 o f  t h e  same y e a r .  The
^■^Minutes o f  January 1 2 , 1930 , i b i d . ,  8 1 -8 2 .
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a n n u a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  a n o th e r  $ 5>000 b ro u g h t t h e  t o t a l  
a n n u a l  c o s t  o f  s e r v i c i n g  t h e  d e b t t o  $15>000. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  c h u r c h 's  
o p e r a t in g  e x p e n se s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  am ounted  t o  a b o u t a n o th e r  $7 >0 0 0 .
Owing t o  t h e  c r i t i c a l  t im e s  i t  was f e a r e d  t h a t  many com m unicants m ig h t 
b e  e i t h e r  u n w i l l in g  o r  u n a b le  t o  m eet t h e i r  u s u a l  p le d g e s .
The W e s tm in s te r  C hurch  was n o t  t h e  o n ly  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  f i n d  
i t s e l f  i n  a  p r e c a r io u s  econom ic s i t u a t i o n ;  th e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  H o s p i ta l  was e q u a l l y  c r i t i c a l .  T h e re  w ere s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  
t h i s  unhappy  s i t u a t i o n .  The o v e r ly  g e n e ro u s  c h a r i t y  s e r v i c e ,  c o s t i n g  
b e tw een  f i f t y  and  s i x t y  th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  a  y e a r ,  was p a r t i a l l y  t o  b la m e . 
An even  m ore im p o r ta n t  s o u rc e  o f  t r o u b l e  was t h e  .o v e r ly  o p t i m i s t i c  
b u i l d in g  p rogram  en g ag ed  i n  by  t h e  b o a rd  m anagers  l e d  b y  B a r r .  As i n  
t h e  c a se  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C hurch , t h i s  r e c k l e s s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p o l i c y  
b u rd e n e d  t h e  h o s p i t a l  w i th  a  s ta g g e r in g  d e b t .  As s e c u r i t y  f o r  th e s e  
l o a n s ,  t h e  e n t i r e  p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  h ad  b e e n  p le d g e d  t o  l o c a l  b a n k s .  
A lre a d y  s e v e r a l  p aym en ts  h a d  n o t b e e n  m e t, an d , w h ile  t h e s e  le n d in g
a g e n c ie s  h a d  shown g r e a t  p a t i e n c e ,  i t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  t h e  days o f
107g r a c e  w ere r a p i d l y  com ing t o  an  e n d . '
I n  a n  e l e v e n th - h o u r  a t te m p t  t o  s a v e  b o th  t h e  c h u rc h  an d  th e  
h o s p i t a l ,  D r . B a r r  l e f t  on  a  t r i p  t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  c o a s t  i n  a one-m an 
f u n d - r a i s i n g  d r i v e .  W h ile  i n  P h i l a d e lp h i a  he h e a rd  t h a t  c r e d i t o r s  h ad  
s e i z e d  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  H o s p i ta l  and  c lo s e d  i t s  d o o r s .  The m i n i s t e r
■'■^M inutes o f  F e b ru a ry  2 1 , 1930> i b i d . ,  115* 
~ ^^ F o rd , H i s t o r i c a l  C o n t in u i ty ,  2 1 -2 2 .
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i n s t a n t l y  w ire d  t h e  R ev . M r. F .  H. F o rd , S t a t e d  C le rk  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  
P r e s b y te r y ,  t h a t  he w ish e d  t o  d i s s o lv e  p a s t o r a l  r e l a t i o n s  be tw een  h im ­
s e l f  an d  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C h u rch . F o r s e n t im e n ta l  r e a s o n s ,  he r e q u e s te d
t h a t  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  ta k e  e f f e c t  o n  F e b ru a ry  2 7 , 1930 , i n  o r d e r  t h a t  he
i oftc o u ld  ro u n d  o u t  32 y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  t h a t  c o n g r e g a t io n .
A lth o u g h  th e  m i n i s t e r  d id  n o t s p e l l  o u t  i n  h i s  m essage t o  P r e s ­
b y te r y  h i s  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  su d d en  d e c i s i o n ,  he d id  announce t o  th e  
l o c a l  p r e s s  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  n o t o n ly  a s  p a s t o r  o f  th e  W e s tm in s te r  
C hurch  b u t  a l s o  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  b o a rd  o f  m anagers  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
H o s p i t a l .  Upon h e a r in g  t h a t  t h e  New O rle a n s  s h e r i f f  h ad  s e iz e d  th e  h o s ­
p i t a l  i n  t h e  name o f  i t s  c r e d i t o r s , .  he c h a rg e d  t h a t  he  was t h e  v ic t im  o f  
a  d i a b o l i c a l  c o n s p i r a c y .  H is f u n d - r a i s i n g  d r iv e  on t h e  A t l a n t i c  C o as t 
h ad  p ro v e d  a  f a i l u r e ,  b e c a u se  c e r t a i n  o f  h i s  c o l le a g u e s  on  th e  b o a rd  
o f  m anagers h a d  s e n t  " p e r s i s t e n t  an d  c o n f i d e n t i a l  co m m u n ica tio n s"  t o  
t h e  e a s t e r n  money i n t e r e s t s .  A lth o u g h  th e  p a s t o r  was n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  
s e e  th e s e  l e t t e r s ,  he was c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e s e  p r o s p e c t iv e  d ono rs  h ad  
b een  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  he " s to o d  a lo n e "  i n  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  c o n t in u e  o p e r a t io n  
o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o r  t h a t  he  was " in a d e q u a te "  i n  i t s  m anagem ent. He 
c la im e d  t h a t ,  upon  h i s  a r r i v a l  on th e  e a s t e r n  s e a b o a rd ,  t h e  re s p o n s e  
from  New Y ork a n d  P h i l a d e lp h i a ,  a l th o u g h  u n o f f i c i a l ,  was a t  f i r s t  "m ost 
e n c o u ra g in g "  an d  " h e a r t y . "  Money t o  r e s c u e  t h e  f a l t e r i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  
was r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  an d  p a r t i a l l y  r a i s e d .  J u s t  when t o t a l  s u c c e s s
■ ^ J .  C. Barr t o  F . H. Ford , January 2k,  1930, "M inutes o f  th e
P r e sb y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, 1926-
1936 ,"  3 - k .
a p p e a re d  w i th in  h i s  g r a s p ,  he fo u n d  h im s e l f  w a y la id  a t  e v e ry  t u r n  b y  
th e  s la n d e r o u s  e p i s t l e s ,  and  t h e  s o u rc e s  o f  re v e n u e  d r i e d  up o v e r n ig h t .  
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  f a i l u r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o u ld  n o t b e  a s c r i b e d  t o  B a r r ,  
b u t  s h o u ld  b e  l a i d  a t  t h e  d o o r o f  h i s  u n p r in c i p l e d  o p p o n e n ts  on  th e  
b o a rd  o f  m a n a g e rs . W ith  h i s  ho p es th u s  s h a t t e r e d  t h e  m i n i s t e r  r e s ig n e d  
fro m  b o th  t h e  h o s p i t a l  b o a rd  o f  m anagers a n d  h i s  c h u rc h  b e c a u se  " f o r  
th e  p r e s e n t  a t  l e a s t  I  seem t o  have done a l l  I  can  f o r  my n a t i v e  c i t y . "
Two members o f  th e  b o a rd ,  when c o n ta c te d  b y  t h e  p r e s s ,  d i s ­
c la im e d  an y  know ledge o f  th e s e  a l l e g e d  s e c r e t  c o m m u n ic a tio n s . One o f  
th em , R . P . Hyams, s t a t e d  "The b o a rd  o f  m anagers  o f  t h e  H o s p i ta l  d id  
e v e r y th in g  p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s i s t  D r. B a r r .  I  know n o th in g  a b o u t an y  l e t ­
t e r s  t h a t  m ig h t have d i s c r e d i t e d  h im . I  d o n 't  know w hat t o  make o f  h i s  
r e s i g n a t i o n ."
An a d d i t i o n a l  o f f i c i a l  d e n i a l  o f  t h e  c l e r i c 1s c h a rg e s  came from  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  B oard  o f  M an ag ers . M cA rthur, a s s e r t e d  t h a t  s e s ­
s io n  members a n d  th e  b o a rd  o f  m anagers o f  th e  h o s p i t a l ,  who w ere B a r r ’s 
l o y a l  s u p p o r te r s  an d  f r i e n d s ,  w ere " a s to n is h e d "  a t  h i s  a l l e g a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  l o c a l  p r e s s .  R e f e r r in g  t o  t h e  c h a rg e  t h a t  th e  p a s t o r ' s  c o l le a g u e s  
on t h e  h o s p i t a l  b o a rd  a t te m p te d  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  h i s  f u n d - r a i s i n g  
e f f o r t s ,  M cA rthur h a s te n e d  t o  a s s u r e  him  t h a t  h i s  s ta te m e n t  was b a s e d  
on e i t h e r  " a n  u n w a r ra n te d , u n fo u n d ed  a s s u m p tio n  o r  m is in f o r m a t io n ."  
A f t e r  c a r e f u l  e x a m in a tio n  o f  a l l  com m un ica tions b e tw ee n  members o f  t h e  
b o a rd  a n d  p r o s p e c t iv e  d o n o rs  i n  t h e  E a s t ,  th e  s e c r e t a r y  d e c l a r e d  t h e r e
10%ew O rleans Morning T ribune, January 28 , 1930 .
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was no e v id e n c e  t h a t  anyone a t te m p te d  t o  underm ine  th e  p a s t o r ' s  s t a n d ­
in g  w i th  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  a n d  he was c o n v in c e d  t h a t  B a r r  w ou ld  come t o  th e  
same c o n c lu s io n  upon  a s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e .  A f t e r  e x p r e s s ­
in g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  am azem ent a t  B a r r ’ s d o u b le  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  M cA rthur 
s t a t e d  t h a t  upon r e f l e c t i o n  he  h ad  come t o  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  t h e  m in ­
i s t e r ' s  d e c i s io n  m ig h t "p av e  th e  way f o r  a m ore l o g i c a l  a p p ro a c h  t o  th e  
w hole m a t t e r
I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  r e n d e r  a n  a b s o lu t e  judgm en t on t h e  v a l i d i t y  
o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  c h a r g e s .  H owever, h i s  p a s t  c a r e e r  am ply  d e m o n s tra te d  
h i s  i n a b i l i t y  e i t h e r  t o  a c c e p t  a  d e f e a t  g r a c e f u l l y  o r  t o  a c c e p t  r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t y  f o r  f a i l u r e .  I t  a p p e a rs  p ro b a b le  t h a t  B a r r  l e f t  t h e  C re s c e n t 
C i ty  p ro m is in g  w i th in  a s h o r t  t im e  t o  r e t u r n  w i th  t h e  money i n  hand  t o  
s a v e  b o th  t h e  c h u rc h  and  h o s p i t a l .  Upon h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  E a s t ,  th e  
m i n i s t e r  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  econom ic b l i z z a r d  th e n  g r ip p in g  t h e  n a t io n  
h a d  t e r r i f i e d  a l l  p r o s p e c t iv e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  i n t o  f l a t l y  r e f u s i n g  t o  d o n a te  
a  p e n n y . W hether he a c t u a l l y  b e l i e v e d  he was t h e  v i c t im  o f  a  s i n i s t e r  
p l o t  o r  m a n u fa c tu re d  th e  s t o r y  t o  c a s t  t h e  b lam e on  o th e r s  f o r  h i s  f a i l ­
u r e ,  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y .  H owever, t h e  p a s t o r ' s  s u b se q u e n t d e v io u s  
a c t i v i t i e s  make t h e  l a t t e r  e x p la n a t io n  p r o b a b le .
I n  v iew  o f  l a t e r  e v e n t s ,  i t  w ould  b e  w e l l  t o  q u o te  i n  f u l l  th e  
m i n i s t e r ' s  l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C h u rch . A d d re s se d  
t o  "My D ear P e o p le ,"  i t  s t a t e d :
■^■^James M. M cA rthur t o  J .  C. B a r r ,  F e b ru a ry  1930 , "M in u tes  
o f  th e  S e s s io n  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C hurch , 1 9 2 2 -1 9 3 0 ,"  1 0 0 -1 0 1 .
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C o n d it io n s  have a r i s e n  w h ich  seem t o  make i t  im p o s s ib le  to  
s e rv e  you e f f e c t i v e l y  an y  l o n g e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I  have a s k e d  
P r e s b y te r y ,  w ith  y o u r  c o n s e n t ,  t o  d i s s o lv e  t h e  p a s t o r a l  r e l a ­
t i o n s  b e tw ee n  u s ,  o n  th e  d a te  i n d i c a t e d  a b o v e . I t  w rin g s  my 
h e a r t  t o  make t h i s  r e q u e s t  a s  my p e r s o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e  w ould  
h av e  b e e n  t o  l i v e  a n d  d ie  w i th  y o u . A lw ays y o u rs  i n  C h r i s t .
B a r r ,  a s  h i s  s u b se q u e n t b e h a v io r  was t o  p ro v e ,  was i n s i n c e r e  i n  
h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  p a s t o r a l  b o n d s . He h ad  e a r l i e r  
t h r e a t e n e d  t o  r e s i g n  tw ic e  o n ly  t o  b e  p e r s u a d e d  th ro u g h  v ig o ro u s  i n s i s ­
te n c e  o f  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  t o  r e m a in .  When he sp o k e  o f  " c o n d i t io n s "  
t h a t  p r e v e n te d  h i s  c a r r y i n g  o n , he im p l ie d  t h a t  w ere th e s e  c o n d i t io n s  
rem oved, he m ig h t be p r e v a i l e d  upon  t o  assum e o n ce  a g a in  h is  s t a t i o n .  
P e rh a p s  t h i s  was a  pow er p l a y  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  h i s  h an d  w i th in  t h e  c h u rc h .  
I t  a p p a r e n t ly  n e v e r  s e r i o u s l y  o c c u r r e d  t o  him t h a t  th e  m em bership  w ould  
a c c e d e  t o  h i s  r e q u e s t  an d  ta k e  h i s  l e t t e r  a t  i t s  f a c e  v a lu e .
However t h a t  may h ave  b e e n , t h e  R ev . M r. F . H. F o rd , a c t i n g  a s  
m o d e ra to r  a t  t h e  p a s t o r ’ s own r e q u e s t ,  c a l l e d  a  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  
s e s s i o n  on  J a n u a ry  2 9 . When B a r r 's  l e t t e r  h ad  b e e n  r e a d ,  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  
a f t e r  due d e l i b e r a t i o n  an d  d i s c u s s io n ,  d e te rm in e d  t o  c a l l  a  c o n g re g a ­
t i o n a l  m e e tin g  t o  c o n s id e r  w hat a c t i o n  s h o u ld  be  t a k e n .  The s e s s i o n  
f u r t h e r  a g re e d ,  w i th  t h e  unanim ous c o n s e n t o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  p r e s e n t ,  t o  
recommend t o  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  t h a t  th e y  c o n s e n t  t o  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  
p a s t o r a l  r e l a t i o n s .  The w ords " w i th  t h e  unanim ous c o n s e n t o f  t h e  t r u s ­
t e e s "  w ere u n d e r l i n e d  w i th  su c h  em phasis  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  book  t h a t  t h e  
pen  a lm o s t b i t  th ro u g h  th e  p a p e r .  I t  was f u r t h e r  d e te rm in e d  t h a t  th e
■ k ^J . C . B a rr  t o  th e  S e s s io n  and  C o n g re g a tio n  o f  W e s tm in s te r  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , J a n u a ry  2 k , 1930 , i b i d . ,  93*
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" b a llo t  o f  m em bership  s h o u ld  be  s e c r e t ,  so  t h a t  e a c h  p a r i s h i o n e r  c o u ld  
v o te  a s  h i s  c o n s c ie n c e  d i c t a t e d ,  " w ith o u t a n y  m o ra l p r e s s u r e  from  th e  
o p in io n s  o f  o t h e r s . " ^ ^
The c o n g r e g a t io n  m et on  S unday , F e b ru a ry  2 .  F o rd  r e a d  th e  m in ­
i s t e r ' s  l e t t e r  a d d r e s s e d  t o  P r e s b y te r y ,  an d  M cA rthur r e a d  th e  com m unica­
t i o n  s e n t  t o  t h e  s e s s i o n  an d  c o n g re g a t io n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h , b o th  r e q u e s t in g  
t h e  s e v e ra n c e  o f  p a s t o r a l  b o n d s . M cA rthur th e n  r e a d  t h e  m in u te s  o f  th e  
s e s s i o n  i n  w h ich  i t s  members an d  th e  members o f  th e  B oard  o f  T r u s te e s  
recom m ended t h a t  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  be a c c e p te d  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
t h e  c h u rc h .  The v o te  o f  t h e  m em bership  was th e n  c a s t  b y  s e c r e t  b a l l o t ,  
a n d  b y  th e  f u l l n e s s  o f  th e  c h u rc h  r e c o r d  c o v e r in g  t h i s  e v e n t ,  i t  was 
e v id e n t  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  b e n t  o v e r  b ackw ards  t o  em p h asize  
t h e  l e g a l i t y  an d  i m p a r t i a l i t y  o f  t h e  v o t e .  When t h e  b a l l o t s  w ere
c o u n te d ,  i t  was d is c o v e re d  t h a t  th e  r e s o l u t i o n  a c c e p t in g  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n
U So f  t h e  p a s t o r  h ad  b een  a d o p te d  b y  a  v o te  o f  73 t o  6 8 . The c lo s e n e s s  
o f  t h e  v o te  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  B a r r  s t i l l  h ad  from  a l a r g e  
f a c t i o n  w i th in  t h e  m e m b ersh ip .
The m i n i s t e r  was r e s i d i n g  i n  C l a r k s v i l l e ,  T e n n e sse e  a w a i t in g  
w hat he  c o n f id e n t ly  b e l i e v e d  w ould  b e  a unanim ous c a l l  from  th e  c o n g re ­
g a t io n  t o  resum e h i s  p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s . When t h e  d e c i s io n  o f  F e b ru a ry  2 
was com m unicated  t o  h im , he  h u r r i e d l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  New O rle a n s  i n  an  
a t te m p t  t o  r e v e r s e  t h i s  ju d g m e n t. B e fo re  he  c o u ld  ta k e  e f f e c t i v e
-’• ^ M in u te s  o f  J a n u a ry  2 9 , 1930 .> i b i d . ,  9 1 .
113M inutes o f  F e b ru a ry  2 , 1930 , i b i d . ,  9 ^ -9 5 .
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a c t i o n ,  h ow ever, th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  m et i n  a s p e c i a l l y  c a l l e d  
s e s s i o n  on F e b ru a ry  10 a n d  c o n c u r re d  i n  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  p a s t o r a l  
t i e s
By t h e  c o u r te s y  o f  th e  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h urch , th e  m i n i s t e r  was p e r m i t t e d  t o  m ount t h e  p u l p i t  f o r  two c o n s e c u ­
t i v e  S u n d ay s . A t t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  on F e b ru a ry  16 an d  23 , he den o u n ced  
t h e  a l l e g e d  i r r e g u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  p r o c e e d in g s ,  and  v ig o r o u s ly  
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he was s t i l l  th e  l e g a l  p a s t o r .  Showing no a p p r e c i a t i o n  
t o  t h e  s e s s io n  f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  o f f i c i a t i n g  a t  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s ,  he 
denounced  i t s  members f o r  c o n t r a c t i n g  t o  f i l l  t h e  p u l p i t  w ith  S t a t e d  
S u p p lie s  f o r  s u c c e e d in g  S u n d ay s . F u r th e r ,  b r a n d is h in g  a  number o f  l e t ­
t e r s  an d  te le g ra m s  a l l e g e d l y  from  a r d e n t  a d m ire rs  i n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  
he w arned  t h e  o f f i c e r s  t h a t ,  i f  he w ere n o t  r e i n s t a t e d ,  he w ould  fo u n d  
a  s e p a r a t e  c h u rc h  in  New O rle a n s  an d  c a r r y  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  w ith  h im .
As i f  th e  unh ap p y  c h u rc h  d id  n o t  have p ro b lem s enough w i th  t h i s  
i n c i p i e n t  r e b e l l i o n ,  t h e  s i l h o u e t t e  o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  Bank an d  T r u s t  
Company c o n t in u e d  t o  loom  o m in o u s ly  i n  t h e  b a c k g ro u n d . The p r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  on  F e b ru a ry  3 w ro te  t h e  c h u rc h  s e c r e t a r y  t a c t f u l l y  
p o in t in g  o u t t h a t  t h e  bonds v a lu e d  a t  $ 5 ,0 0 0  h s d  n° t  b e e n  ta k e n  up  by  
t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  when t h e y  f e l l  due on J a n u a ry  1 .  "We a r e  h o ld in g  th e  
bonds p a s t  d u e , and  a r e  a n x io u s  t o  g e t  t h i s  m a t t e r  d is p o s e d  o f  a t  th e
■'"^‘M in u te s  o f  F e b ru a ry  10 , 1930 , "M in u tes  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
J e f f e r s o n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1 9 2 6 -1 9 3 6 ,"  5-7*
^M inutes o f  Septem ber 1 0 , 1930 , i b i d . ,  6 2 .
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e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  moment, 1 be  w ro te .  The W e s tm in s te r  c o n g re g a t io n  
bad  b e f o r e  i t s  ey e s  t b e  exam ple o f  t h e  f a t e  t h a t  b e f e l l  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  
H o s p i ta l  i n  t h e  e v e n t t h e  c o r p o r a t io n  f a i l e d  t o  m e e t i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s .
O f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C hurch  a p p a r e n t ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
B a r r  w as a g r e a t e r  m enace th a n  t h e  d e v o u r in g  jaw s o f  c a p i t a l i s m .  A 
s e s s i o n  m e e tin g  was c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  ev e n in g  o f  F r id a y ,  F e b ru a ry  2 1 . When 
th e  m e e tin g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r ,  B a r r  a t te m p te d  t o  t a k e  th e  c h a i r  a s  
m o d e ra to r .  N ot w ish in g  t o  en g ag e  i n  an  u n seem ly  w ra n g le  w i th  t h e  fo rm e r  
p a s t o r ,  F o rd  h a d  a b s e n te d  h im s e l f .  Over t h e  r o a r in g  p r o t e s t  o f  B a r r ,  
th e  s e s s i o n ,  b y  a  v o te  o f  t e n  t o  o n e , e l e c t e d  M r. R . P . Hyams M o d e ra to r  
o f  t h e  S e s s io n .  However, th e  m i n i s t e r  c o n t in u e d  t o  make a g r e a t  com­
m o tio n , lo u d ly  avow ing t h a t  he was b o th  m o d e ra to r  a n d  p a s t o r  o f  th e  
W e s tm in s te r  C h u r c h . s e s s i o n  th e n  u n a n im o u s ly  p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u ­
t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  " p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l  an d  m i n i s t e r i a l  co n d u c t o f  R ev eren d  Jo h n  C. B a r r ,  D .D ."  A s s e r t ­
in g  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  p ro c e e d  a g a i n s t  an  o r d a in e d  m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  
W e s tm in s te r  o f f i c i a l s  a p p e a le d  t o  th e  h ig h e r  c h u rc h  c o u r t  f o r  r e d r e s s . 
A f t e r  h i s  " e m p h a tic , d e l i b e r a t e  a n d  a p p a r e n t ly  f i n a l "  l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g ­
n a t io n  B a rr  h a d  a t te m p te d  t o  i n c i t e  a  f a c t i o n  w i th in  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  
to  r e s t o r e  him  t o  th e  p a s t o r a t e .  However, t h e  s e s s i o n  h i n t e d  o f  even  
d a r k e r  c r im e s , a c c u s in g  him  o f  " o th e r  a l l e g e d  g ra v e  o f f e n s e s  c o n t r a r y
1 i  /T
G. Owen V in c e n t t o  Jam es M. M cA rthur, F e b ru a ry  3> 1930; 
"M in u te s  o f  t h e  S e s s io n  o f  th e  W e s tm in s te r  C hurch , 1 9 2 2 -1 9 3 0 ,"  10 6 .
■^^Minutes o f  Septem ber 1 0 , 1930 , "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
J e f fe r s o n  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, 1 9 2 6 -1 9 3 6 ,"  6 l .
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t o  t h e  w ord o f  God an d  i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h e  p e a c e  an d  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  W est-
-j -l Q
m in s t e r  c o n g r e g a t io n ."  The r e c o r d  d id  n o t  i n d i c a t e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  
t h e  m i n i s t e r  was p r e s e n t  when t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  was c a r r i e d .
B e fo re  P r e s b y te r y  c o u ld  m e e t, th e  s e s s i o n  a g a in  m et on F e b ru ­
a r y  2k f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  " a l l e g e d  im p ro p e r f i n a n ­
c i a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s "  o f  M rs. Anna M abry B a r r .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was t o  
" v in d ic a te  t h e  good  name o f  M rs. Anna M abry B a r r ,  an d  t o  e x o n e ra te  h e r  
from  blam e i f  su ch  a c t i o n  may b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  f a c t s ,  o r  t o  t a k e  
a n y  o th e r  a c t i o n  w h ich  t h e  p e a c e ,  u n i t y  and  p u r i t y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  may 
seem t o  r e q u i r e . "  N e i th e r  D r. n o r  M rs. B a r r  was p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  h e a r i n g .
The W e s tm in s te r  c o n g re g a t io n  h ad  p r e v io u s ly  a p p o in te d  R. P .
Hyams t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  D r. and  M rs. B a r r .  He th e n
r e p o r t e d  on t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  On v a r io u s  p r e t e x t s ,
M rs. B a r r  h a d  b o rro w ed  o r  r e c e iv e d  $ 2 7 ,0 0 0  from  num erous i n d i v id u a l s
an d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  New O r le a n s .  E v id e n t ly  $ 1 3 ,0 0 0  o f  t h i s  am ount h ad
b een  tu r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  H o s p i ta l ,  b u t  a b o u t $ 1 4 ,0 0 0  was
u n a c c o u n te d  f o r .  S in c e  t h e  money h ad  b een  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e
W e s tm in s te r  C hurch , t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  was l i a b l e  f o r  t h e  m is s in g  b a l a n c e .
He c o n c lu d e d  h i s  r e p o r t  b y  s a y in g :
I  d o n 't  know j u s t  how t o  g e t  t h i s  w here i t  can  b e  t a l k e d  a b o u t 
and  e x p la in e d  b y  M rs. B a r r  a n d  D r. B a r r ,  i n  v iew  o f  t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e .  I t  m ig h t be  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  th e y  can  a c c o u n t f o r  a l l  
o f  t h i s ,  and  I  c e r t a i n l y  hope t h e y  c a n , f o r  t h e i r  s a k e s  a s  
w e l l  a s  o u r  sa k e s
l l 8M in u te s  o f  F e b ru a ry  2 1 , 1930* "M inu tes  o f  t h e  S e s s io n  o f  th e  
W e s tm in s te r  C hurch , 1 9 2 2 -1 9 3 0 ,"  1 1 0 .
119M inutes o f  February 2k,  1930 , i b i d . ,  1 1 7 -1 9 .
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No d e c i s iv e  a c t i o n  was ta k e n : i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .
However t h e s e  p ro b lem s m ig h t h e  r e s o lv e d ,  t h e  c h u rc h  was com­
p e l l e d  t o  come t o  g r i p s  w i th  t h e  u r g e n t  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s .  A t a  c a l l e d  
c o n g r e g a t io n a l  m e e tin g  on  Sunday a f te r n o o n ,  M arch 2 ,  F o rd  s t a t e d  th e  
p ro b lem  c l e a r l y  and  s im p ly .  The s e s s io n  was i n s t i t u t i n g  a  d r iv e  t o  
r a i s e  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  b y  A p r i l  1 .  I f  $5*000 w ere  n o t  p le d g e d  b y  t h a t  d a t e ,  th e  
p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  w ould  p a s s  i n t o  t h e  hands o f  t h e  New O rle a n s  Bank 
an d  T r u s t  Company.
A f a c t i o n  s u p p o r t in g  B a r r  i n t e r r u p t e d  t h e  m o d e ra to r  num erous 
t im e s ,  lo u d ly  d e c l a r in g  th e y  w ould  n o t  p le d g e  one pen n y  u n t i l  th e  
b e lo v e d  fo rm e r  p a s to r  h ad  b een  r e s t o r e d  t o  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n .  "M r. E. 
P e t e r s  a r o s e  a n d  s a i d  11 w i l l  g iv e  $ 2 0 0 .0 0  p r o v id e d  D r. B a r r  w i l l  be  
a l lo w e d  t o  r e o r g a n iz e  t h e  C hurch ; o th e rw is e  l e t  t h e  New O rle a n s  Bank & 
T r u s t  Company t a k e  t h e  c h u r c h . 1" He th e n  a s k e d  a l l  th o s e  p r e s e n t  who 
h e ld  t h a t  v iew  t o  s t a n d .  A bout 40 members th e n  a r o s e .  P e t e r s  f u r t h e r  
s a i d  " I  have b een  a  member o f  t h i s  c h u rc h  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  an d  
my w ife  has  b e e n  a  member a l l  h e r  l i f e ,  a n d  we w i l l  do a n y th in g  a s  lo n g  
a s  D r. B a r r  re m a in s .  We w i l l  f o l lo w  D r . B a r r  w h e re v e r  he g o e s ."  F o rd  
r e t o r t e d ,  "He m ig h t b e  g o in g  t o  t h e  D e v i l . "  P e t e r s  an d  a b o u t 65 o th e r  
p e r s o n s  th e n  w a lk ed  o u t  o f  th e  c h u rc h .  E v id e n t ly  n o t  a l l  th o s e  who 
d e p a r te d  w ere cham pions o f  B a r r ,  f o r  some l e f t  i n  g e n e r a l  d i s g u s t  a t  th e  
p r o c e e d in g s .  A f t e r  $ 2 ,1 7 5  "was p le d g e d ,  t h e  m e e tin g  was a d jo u r n e d .120
120M inutes o f  March 2 , 1930 , i b i d . ,  1 2 ^ -2 6 .
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A t a s e s s io n  m e e tin g  a  few  days l a t e r  a  r e p o r t  from  th e  R ev.
Mr. G. W. F e n d e r ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y ,  was 
r e a d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C h u rch . I t  s t a t e d  t h a t  D r. 
F en d e r h ad  h a d  an in t e r v ie w  w ith  D r . a n d  M rs. B a rr  on  M arch 1 .  A t t h a t  
t im e ,  th e  fo rm e r  p a s t o r  h ad  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  h ad  
b een  s i n c e r e ,  " s t i l l  he e v i d e n t ly  d id  n o t  e x p e c t  t h e  C o n g re g a tio n  t o  
j o i n  him i n  t h e  r e q u e s t  t o  P r e s b y te r y  t o  have th e  p a s t o r a l  r e l a t i o n s  
d i s s o l v e d . "  S in c e  t h e  s e s s io n  u n a n im o u s ly  a g re e d  t h a t  a  new p a s t o r  was 
a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y ,  D r. F en d e r a t te m p te d  t o  p e r s u a d e  D r. B a r r  t h a t  he 
s h o u ld  announce  p u b l i c l y  t h a t  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  was f i n a l  t o  a v o id  a 
sch ism  w i th in  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  w h ich  m ig h t d e s t r o y  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  
C h u rch . B a r r  s h o u ld  in f lu e n c e  h i s  f r i e n d s  t o  rem a in  i n  t h e  c h u rc h  an d  
s u p p o r t  i t  f i n a n c i a l l y .  He e v i d e n t l y  r e f u s e d ,  s tu b b o r n ly  i n s i s t i n g  on  
h i s  u n c o n d i t io n a l  r e i n s t a t e m e n t . 121
I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  b e h a v io r ,  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y  a p p e a re d  
c u r io u s l y  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a k e  d e c i s iv e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e c a l c i t r a n t  
m i n i s t e r .  A lth o u g h  s e v e r a l  h e a r in g s  w ere h e ld  and  te s t im o n y  r e c o r d e d  
t h a t  f i l l e d  a n  a s to n i s h i n g  num ber o f  p ag es  i n  t h e  m in u te  b o o k , he was 
n o t  i n d i c t e d  on an y  s p e c i f i c  c h a r g e .122 The j u d i c a t o r y  e v i d e n t l y  hoped  
t h a t  b y  t h r e a t e n i n g  him  w i th  l i t i g a t i o n  an d  p o s s i b l e  d e p o s i t io n  from  
th e  m i n i s t r y ,  B a r r  c o u ld  b e  i n t im i d a t e d  i n t o  a  m ore c o n c i l i a t o r y  fram e
1 PiM in u te s  o f  M arch 7 , 1930 , i b i d . ,  1 2 9 -3 0 .
122M inutes o f  February 1 0 , March 1 1 , and A p r il  1 6 -1 7 , 1930,
"M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church o f
th e  USA, 1 9 2 6 -1 9 3 6 ,"  6 - k 2 .
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o f  m in d . P o s s ib ly  i t  c o u ld  p e r s u a d e  him  t o  u se  h i s  in f lu e n c e  w i th  c e r ­
t a i n  com m unicants t o  u n i t e  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  an d  s a v e  th e  W e s tm in s te r  
c o r p o r a t io n  and  p o s s i b l y  th e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  i n  L o u is ia n a .  
A lth o u g h  t h i s  i s  m ere s p e c u la t i o n ,  i t  i s  an  e d u c a te d  r e a d in g  b e tw ee n  
th e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  M in u te  Book.
E v id e n t ly  l o s i n g  p a t i e n c e  w i th  b o th  th e  p r e l a t e  an d  h i s  w if e ,  
P r e s b y te r y  f o rm u la te d  o f f i c i a l  c h a rg e s  a g a i n s t  b o t h .  On A p r i l  1 7 , 1930; 
th e  c o u r t  a c c u s e d  M rs. Anna M abry B a r r  o f  " a v a r i c io u s  and  u n f a i r  f i n a n ­
c i a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  w ord o f  God and a g a i n s t  t h e  p e a c e  an d  
u n i t y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h , an d  w ith  s e c u r in g  money u n d e r  f a l s e  p r e te n s e s  an d  
d i v e r t i n g  t h e  u s e ^ o f  t h e  s a m e . ' '^ ^
On S ep tem b er 10 o f  t h e  same y e a r ,  th e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y  
r e s o lv e d  i t s e l f  i n t o  a  c o u r t  t o  h e a r  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch  v e r s u s  Rev. J .  C. B a r r . The p r o s e c u t in g  co m m ittee  a p p o in te d  b y  
t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a n  e a r n e s t  a t te m p t h a d  b een  made t o  e f f e c t  
c e r t a i n  c o n fe s s io n s  o f  e r r o r  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  D r. Jo h n  C. B a r r ,  i n  o r d e r  
t h a t  th e  c a s e  m ig h t b e  d is m is s e d .  However, th e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  m in i s ­
t e r ,  " in  t h e  judgm ent o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  d id  n o t  f u r n i s h  t e n a b l e  g ro u n d s  
f o r  d is m is s in g  th e  c a s e . "
Then th e  com m ission  s p r e a d  o f f i c i a l  c h a rg e s  on th e  r e c o r d .  B a rr  
l i k e  h i s  w ife  was a c c u s e d  o f  a v a r i c io u s  a n d  u n f a i r  f i n a n c i a l  m ethods a n d  
t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  " c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  w ord  o f  God and  a g a i n s t  th e  p e a c e ,  u n i t y ,  
a n d  p u r i t y  o f  th e  c h u rc h ."  V a r io u s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  w ere th e n  m ade. He
12^M inutes o f  A p r il  1 7 , 1930 , i b i d . ,  b$).
was f u r t h e r  c h a rg e d  w i th  in s u b o r d in a t io n  t o  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  J e f f e r ­
so n  and  w i th  " a c t s  an d  p ro c e d u re s  i n  co n tem p t o f  th e  i n f e r i o r  J u d ic a ­
t o r y  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U .S .A ., "  an d  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  w ere 
a g a in  g iv e n .  F i n a l l y ,  i t  was a l l e g e d  t h a t  B a r r  was r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  
" f o s t e r i n g  a  f a c t i o n ,  fo m e n tin g  s t r i f e  an d  e n c o u ra g in g  d i v i s i o n  i n  th e  
W e s tm in s te r  c o n g r e g a t io n ,"  w ith  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  ap p en d e d .
A lth o u g h  B a r r  was n o t p r e s e n t ,  he was r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  c o u n s e l ,  
t h e  R ev. M r. Jam es E . C la r k .  T h ro u g h  ag ree m en t o f  t h e  p r o s e c u t in g  com­
m i t t e e  and  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  a c c u s e d , t h e  f i r s t  c h a rg e  was 
d ro p p e d . H owever, a v o te  o f  th e  c o u r t  was ta k e n  on t h e  l a s t  tw o , and  
b o th  w ere u n a n im o u s ly  s u s t a i n e d .  The s e n te n c e  im posed  was a s t o n i s h i n g l y  
m i ld  c o n s id e r in g  t h e  g ra v e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  a l l e g a t i o n s . The c o u r t  o rd e re d  
t h a t  he was t o  r e c e iv e  an  a d m o n itio n  t o  be a d m in is te r e d  b y  th e  m o d e ra to r  
i n  " a l l  t e n d e r n e s s  an d  s o le m n ity  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  j u d i c a t u r e  
o n ly ."
The t r i b u n a l  d i r e c t e d  B a r r  t o  a p p e a r  a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e tin g  o f  P r e s ­
b y te r y  t o  r e c e iv e  s e n te n c e .  A p p a re n t ly  a n t i c i p a t i n g  h i s  c o n v ic t io n ,  he 
g av e  n o t i c e  th ro u g h  c o u n s e l  o f  h i s  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  Texas Synod, U .S .A . 
B e fo re  a d jo u rn in g ,  t h e  c o u r t  d is m is s e d  th e  c h a rg e s  a g a i n s t  M rs. B a r r ,
" i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  r e l i g i o n .
B e fo re  t h e  n e x t m e e tin g  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y ,  how ever, 
an  u n d a te d  r e p o r t  from  a  s o - c a l l e d  s p e c i a l  j u d i c i a l  com m ission  was 
i n s e r t e d  i n t o  th e  r e c o r d .  T h ere  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  w h e th e r  t h i s  b o d y  was
■ ^ M in u tes  o f  Septem ber 1 0 , 1930 , i b i d . ,  6 0 -6 6 .
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a p p o in te d  b y  t b e  Synod o f  T exas o r  t h e  P r e s b y te r y  i t s e l f .  A t a n y  r a t e ,  
t h e  p a p e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  an  e n t e n t e  h a d  b e e n  r e a c h e d  b e tw een  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e s :  o f  th e  J e f f e r s o n  j u d i c a t o r y  a n d  th e  fo rm e r  W e s tm in s te r  p a s t o r .  
B a r r  ab andoned  h i s  c la im  t o  b e  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  C hurch  an d  
w ith d re w  h i s  c o m p la in t  t o  t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s . I n  r e t u r n ,  t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r y  rem oved i t s  c e n s u re  an d  g r a n t e d  him  a  l e t t e r  o f  d is m is s io n  and  a 
good  co n d u c t reco m m en d atio n  a s  r e q u e s t e d .^ 5
Then, i n  N ovem ber, 1930; a  c a l l e d  m e e tin g  was h e ld  a t  t h e  W est­
m in s t e r  C hurch . The R ev . M r. G len  L . S need  p r e s e n te d  a  l e t t e r  o f  d i s ­
m i s s a l  from  th e  D a l la s  P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S .A .,  an d  was o f f i c i a l l y  e n r o l l e d  
a s  a  member o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y .  A d e l e g a t i o n  from  th e  W est­
m in s te r  C hurch p r e s e n te d  an  o f f i c i a l  c a l l  r e q u e s t in g  S need  t o  a c c e p t  
t h e  p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h . . He a c c e p te d  an d  was i n s t a l l e d  as  
th e  new p a s to r  o f  t h e  W e s tm in s te r  c o r p o r a t io n  b y  th e  J e f f e r s o n  .
"I Q&P r e s b y te r y . Xe:o
A f te r  m any y e a r s  o f  f r u g a l  an d  e f f i c i e n t  m anagem ent, S need  an d  
t h e  b o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s  e l im i n a t e d  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  in d e b te d n e s s  in  
t h e  e a r l y  19 -̂0 1 s  . - ^ 7
^ ^ R e p o r t  o f  S p e c i a l  J u d i c i a l  C om m ission, i b i d . ,  71* 
126M in u te s  o f  November 2 2 , 1930 , i b i d . ,  7 2 .
■ ^^Ford , H i s t o r i c a l  C o n t in u i ty ,  2 2 .
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The l a s t  y e a r s  o f  D r. B a r r  can  h e  q u ic k ly  s k e tc h e d .  S e rv in g  a s  
S t a t e d  S u p p ly , o r  p a s t o r ,  o f  a  num ber o f  s m a l l  U .S .A . c h u rc h e s  i n  T e n n e s ­
s e e ,  h e  f i n a l l y  d ie d  i n  C l a r k s v i l l e ,  T e n n e sse e  on  May 8 , 19 ^2 ,
Y et t o  t h i s  d ay  th e  s p i r i t  o f  Jo h n  C. B a r r  h a u n ts  t h e  W estm in­
s t e r  c o r p o r a t io n .  I n  a n  in t e r v ie w  w ith  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a s t o r  o f  th e  c h u rc h , 
th e  a u th o r  was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  d e m o n s ta te s  an  a s to n i s h i n g  
r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  a  c a p a c i t y  f o r  e n g e n d e r in g  b i t t e r  f e u d s ,  
k e p t t  a l i v e  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  many y e a r s .  F u r th e rm o re , many o f  t h e  com­
m u n ic a n ts  seem  t o  l i v e  m ore i n  t h e  p a s t  th a n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t ; t h e  e v e n ts  
o f  191^ an d  1930  a r e  a s  a l i v e  t o  them  a s  i f  th e y  h ad  o c c u r r e d  y e s t e r ­
d a y . However t h a t  may b e , t h e  W e s tm in s te r  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  s ta n d s  
to d a y  on  S t .  C h a r le s  A venue a s  a  sym bol o f  d e f ia n c e  t o  t h e  s o u th e r n  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , a n d  p e rh a p s  t o  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  a s  w e l l .
l pftEugene Z . C ram pton S c o t t ,  e d . ,  D i r e c t o r y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h urch , U .S . ,  1861-19^-1, R e v ise d  a n d  S u p p lem en ted  1942-1950  ( A t l a n t a :  
H ubbard  P r i n t i n g  Company, 1 9 5 0 ) , 3 6 .
■*"^%nterview w i th  th e  R ev . Mr. Jo h n  R ic h a rd  D ry e r , A u g u st 2 3 ,
1965 .
CHAPTER V III
HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U .S .A .,  1907-1920
The s t r e s s  a n d  s to rm  o f  th e  u n io n  c o n t r o v e r s y  was fo llo w e d  h y  
a  p e r io d  o f  r e l a t i v e  p e a c e .  The g e n e r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  
i n  Texas b e tw een  t h e  y e a rs  1907 a b<3- 1920 was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  com para­
t i v e  t r a n q u i l i t y  d u r in g  w h ich  few  e v e n ts  o f  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o c c u r r e d .  
N e v e r th e le s s ,  some m a t te r s  o f  i n t e r e s t  w ere b ro u g h t t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
t h e  j u d i c a t o r i e s .
A com m ittee  on  home m is s io n s  g av e  a  gloom y r e p o r t  i n  1908 on 
t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f  c h u rc h e s  t o  th e  S ynod . I t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
d i s a b i l i t y  s u f f e r e d  b y  l o c a l  c o n g re g a t io n s  was a  t u r n o v e r  i n  member­
s h ip  r a n g in g  from  3 "to 5 p e r  c e n t  a y e a r .  The d e n o m in a tio n  a s  a  w hole 
grew  s lo w ly  d u r in g  th e s e  y e a r s ,  f o r  a l th o u g h  new members w ere e n r o l l e d  
e v e ry  y e a r ,  a lm o s t a s  many d e l in q u e n t  com m unicants w ere d ro p p ed  from  
t h e  r o l l s .  P ro c la im in g  th e  l o s s  o f  f a i t h  o f  a  "G o d le ss"  g e n e r a t io n  
an d  g ro w in g  s e c u la r  i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e  co m m ittee  n o te d  t h a t  t h e  l o s s  o f  
c h u rc h  m em bersh ip  was a  f a t e  common t o  a l l  d e n o m in a tio n s .
A n o th e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  l o s s  o f  c h u rc h  in f lu e n c e  i n  con tem ­
p o r a r y  A m erica  was t h e  d w in d lin g  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  b y  co m m u n ican ts . I n  
s p i t e  o f  a  g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  n a t i o n a l  w e a l th ,  sums c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  
v a r io u s  c h u rc h  b o a rd s  re m a in e d  a b o u t th e  sam e. T h ro u g h o u t t h e  U .S .A .
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d e n o m in a tio n  church , members gave a n  a v e ra g e  o f  f o u r  c e n t s  p e r  communi­
c a n t  a w eek . U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  T exas was below  ev en  t h i s  low  l e v e l .  I n  
t h e  y e a r  1908 , t h r i f t y  T exas P r e s b y te r i a n s  c o n t r i b u t e d  l e s s  th a n  tw o 
c e n ts  p e r  member a w eek, an d  t o  t h e  B oard  o f  Home M is s io n s  th e y  gave  
o n ly  t h r e e - f i f t h s  o f  a c e n t .  T exas r e c e iv e d  from  t h e  N a t io n a l  B oard  
o f  Home M is s io n s  a t o t a l  o f  $ 3 0 * 9 7 1 -6 3 , anc^ l ° r  'k*16 same p e r io d  T exans 
gave t h i s  b o a rd  $ 5 * 2 5 0 .1 0 . The N a t io n a l  B o ard  a sk e d  from  U .S .A . com­
m u n ic a n ts  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  n a t io n  $ 1 ,2 0 0 ,0 0 0  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1909* Texas 
n e e d e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r  more th a n  i t  h ad  in  t h e  p a s t .  A 
t o t a l  o f  $1 5 ,0 0 0  was n o t  a n  u n re a s o n a b le  am ount t o  a s k  o f  t h e  member­
s h ip  c o n s id e r in g  t h e i r  num bers a n d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s .
One r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  p a u c i t y  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  was t h a t  many 
U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  made no c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a t  a l l .  Of i t s  
6k0  c o n g r e g a t io n s ,  o n ly  228  c o n t r i b u t e d  a n y th in g  f o r  f o r e i g n  m is s io n s .  
M oreo v er, o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  c h u rc h e s  t h a t  d id  g iv e  t o  t h e  b o a rd s ,  t h e r e  
w ere few  c o n t r i b u t i n g  m em bers. On a n  a v e ra g e ,  o n ly  a b o u t o n e - f o u r th  
o f  t h e  com m unicants o f  c o n t r i b u t i n g  c h u rc h e s  d o n a te d  t o  th e s e  f u n d s ,  
and  n i n e - t e n t h s  o f  th e  money was g iv e n  b y  o n e - t e n t h  o f  t h e  m em bers.
A t h i r d  p rob lem  f a c e d  b y  t h e  c h u rc h  was a s h o r ta g e  o f  m i n i s t e r s  
an d  a l a c k  o f  g u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  who d id  e n t e r  t h e  T exas f i e l d .
Men w ere n eed e d  t o  s e rv e  c o n g re g a t io n s  a l r e a d y  i n  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  t o  
o rg a n iz e  new o n e s .  T hey had  t o  b e  d e d ic a te d  p e r s o n s  who w ere w i l l i n g  
t o  l a b o r  u n d e r  g r e a t  h a n d ic a p s .
U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n s  w ere ad m o n ish ed  n o t t o  becom e d is c o u ra g e d  
i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  th e s e  m a n ifo ld  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  f o r  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
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a l s o  a w a i te d  th e  c h u rc h  i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The C om m ittee
on Home M iss io n s  c o n t in u e d :  "T exas n e e d s . th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch .
She n eed s  i t s  c u l t u r e ,  i t s  c a t h o l i c  s p i r i t ,  i t s  d e v o t io n  t o  th e  B ib le ,
i t s  h ig h  i d e a l s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  c h a r a c t e r  an d  c o n d u c t, a n d  i t s  i n t e l l i -  
*)
g e n t  e v a n g e l i s m .MX
S e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h i s  same com m ittee  on m is s io n s  gave  a d d i ­
t i o n a l  in f o r m a t io n  r e l a t i v e  t o  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  i n  T e x a s . E v e r-  
ch a n g in g  p a s t o r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  c o n f r o n te d  th e  c h u rc h  w i th  a new 
p ro b lem  a s  th e  days o f  t h e  lo n g  p a s t o r a t e ,  u n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  a p p e a re d  to  
have e n d e d . M in is te r s  moved fro m  c h u rc h  t o  c h u rc h , due in  p a r t  t o  th e  
e x a l t a t i o n  o f  th e  e v a n g e l i c a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  o v e r  i t s  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  m is s io n ,  b u t  m ore im p o r ta n t ly  b e c a u se  o f  th e  m e ag e rn ess  o f  m in is ­
t e r i a l  s a l a r i e s  an d  t h e  l i m i t e d  fu n d s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p e rfo rm  t h e  d u t i e s  
o f  th e  c h u rc h .  N ot o n ly  d id  t h e  m i n i s t e r  m ig ra te  from  c h u rc h  t o  c h u rc h , 
b u t  l o c a l  c o n g re g a t io n s  a l s o  c o n t i n u a l l y  dem anded new p a s t o r s .  The 
f i n a l  s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  co m m ittee  a v e r r e d ,  w ould  be fo u n d  i n  a  b e t t e r  co n ­
c e p t  o f  t h e  t r u e  f u n c t i o n  o f  th e  c h u rc h  so  t h a t  am ple re v e n u e  w ou ld  
change c o n d i t io n s  o f  m odern c h u rc h  l i f e .
A b a s ic  p ro b lem  was t h a t  o f  th e  c o u n t ry  c h u rc h .  S in c e  T exas 
was l a r g e l y  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t a t e ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  th e  s m a l l ,  r u r a l  c h u rc h  
was o f  s im in a l  im p o r ta n c e  t o  t h e  Synod o f  t h a t  s t a t e .  C hanging
M in u te s  o f  S ep tem b er 2 6 , 1908, M in u te s  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, A n n u a l M eeting  a t  V ernon , T e x a s , 
S ep tem ber 2b-2&,  1908  (P a m p h le t) ,  1 9 -2 0 , 2 6 . I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  
( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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p o p u la t io n s ,  f ra g m e n te d  d e n o m in a tio n a lis m , s m a l l  m em bersh ip , in a d e ­
q u a te  r e v e n u e , an d  l a c k  o f  p a s t o r a l  s u p p ly  w ere  t h e  u n iq u e  p ro b lem s o f  
th e  r u r a l  c o n g r e g a t io n .
The p ro b lem  o f  th e  c o u n t ry  c o n g re g a t io n  f a c i n g  th e  synod  can  
be  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  l a r g e  num ber o f  s m a l l  r u r a l  c h u rc h e s  e n r o l l e d  
on th e  c h u rc h  r e c o r d s . I n  t h e  y e a r s  1910 a n d  1911 t h e r e  w ere 456  o f  
th e s e  c h u rc h e s .  Of t h e s e ,  38 h ad  fe w e r  th a n  t e n  m em bers, 158  had  
be tw een  t e n  an d  2 5 , 112 h ad  b e tw ee n  25 an d  5 0 , and  85  h ad  b e tw ee n  50 
an d  100 m em bers. T h a t i s ,  o f  t h e  456  c o n g re g a t io n s  i n  t h e  sy n o d , 393 
had  a m em bersh ip  below  100 , a n d  308 h ad  fe w e r  th a n  50 m em bers. O nly 12 
c h u rc h e s  h ad  b e tw een  200 an d  300 m em bers, f i v e  h ad  b e tw ee n  300 an d  400 
m em bers, one h ad  b e tw een  400 a n d  500 m em bers, an d  j u s t  two c h u rc h e s  
h ad  above  500 m em bers. The a v e ra g e  m em bership  o f  th e  U .S .A . c h u rc h e s  
i n  T exas was 5 8 , an d  i n  s p i t e  o f  d e l in q u e n t  members b e in g  d ro p p ed  from  
th e  r o l l s ,  t h i s  a v e ra g e  h ad  b e e n  g r a d u a l ly  r i s i n g  o v e r  a  p e r io d  o f  
y e a rs  . I n  t h e  e i g h t  le a d in g  c i t i e s  o f  T e x a s , h a v in g  a t o t a l  p o p u la ­
t i o n  o f  473>385j t h e  U .S .A . sy n o d  h a d  18 c h u rc h e s  w i th  a  m em bership  o f
4 , l 8 l .  I n  t h e  38 c i t i e s  h a v in g  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  b e tw ee n  5>000 and  
2 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  a t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  2 73>3 03> t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  had  29  c h u rc h e s  
w i th  a  m em bership o f  3^731* I*1 t e n  o f  th o s e  tow ns t h e  U .S .A . denom ina­
t i o n  h a d  no r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  a l l .  Of 96 tow ns h a v in g  a p o p u la t io n
b e tw een  2 ,0 0 0  an d  5>000, th e  n a t i o n a l '  c h u rc h  h ad  no c o n g re g a t io n s  i n  
2 3 . I n  t h e  63  i n  w h ich  i t  h a d  c h u rc h e s ,  t h e  t o t a l  m em bersh ip  was
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2 ,8 3 4 .  T h a t I s  t o  s a y ,  5 6 .2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  m em bership
2
was i n  co m m u n ities  w i th  l e s s  th a n  2 ,0 0 0  r e s i d e n t s .
Moving from  t h e  b a c k g ro u n d  a s  p r e s e n te d  b y  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  the_ 
co m m ittee  h e ld  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t a b i l i z e  th e  c h a n g in g  c o u n t ry  p a s t o ­
r a t e ,  e i t h e r  m ore s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  m u st be  p r o v id e d  b y  l o c a l  
c o n g re g a t io n s  o r  l a r g e r  sums be d o n a te d  by  t h e  N a t io n a l  B oard  o f  Domes­
t i c  M is s io n s .  An a n n u a l s a l a r y  o f  $800 was n o t s u f f i c i e n t ,  f o r  m in is ­
t e r s  who la b o r e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t ry s id e  w ou ld  h av e  t o  have  n o t o n ly  
t h e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  b u t  a l s o  econom ic and  s o c i o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t io n .
Weak c o u n t ry  c h u rc h e s  m u st f e d e r a t e  w i th  o t h e r  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u rc h e s  i n  
t h e  same com m unity . The e l im i n a t io n  o f  c o n te n d in g  d e n o m in a tio n a lism  
w ou ld  p e rfo im  a  g r e a t  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  M a s te r .
W hile t h i s  p e r i o d  from  1907 t o  1920 , a s  has  b e e n  m e n tio n e d , 
was t r a n q u i l  a n d  s t a t i c ,  i t  was m arked  b y  one t r a g i c  e v e n t .  On 
M arch 2 1 , 1916 , a t  4 :3 0  i n  th e  a f te r n o o n ,  e l d e r s  and  deaco n s o f  t h e  
C e n t r a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  P a r i s ,  T exas a s se m b le d  f o r  a m e e tin g  o f  
th e  c h u rc h  s e s s i o n .  T h is  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , one o f  th e  o l d e s t  i n  t h e  
C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  i n  th e  s t a t e ,  h ad  b e e n  fo u n d e d  i n  1844 a f t e r  
t h e  R ev . M r. Sam uel C o r le y  and  Jo h n  McKee h ad  p re a c h e d  t o  a  s m a l l  
g a t h e r in g  i n  P a r i s .  O r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  t h e  F i r s t  C um berland  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch , i t  was e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  Red R iv e r  P r e s b y te r y  i n  t h e  f a l l
2M in u te s  o f  S ep tem b er 2 3 , 1910 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  USA, A nnual M ee tin g  a t  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  
T e x a s , S ep tem b er 2 2 -2 6 , 1910 (P a m p h le t) ,  1 1 -1 2 ; M in u te s  o f  S ep tem b er "23, 
19H.> M in u tes  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  
USA, A nnual M ee tin g  a t  San A n to h io , T ex a s , S ep tem b er 2 1 -2 5 , 1911 (Pam­
p h l e t ) ,  1 3 -1 4 .
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o f  th e  same y e a r ,  1 8 4 4 . The P a r i s  C hurch  was s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  from  
t h e  "beginning an d  re m a in e d  so  th r o u g h  much o f  i t s  h i s t o r y .  U n f o r tu ­
n a t e l y ,  by  1880  th e  c h u rc h  h ad  l o s t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  g ro u n d  an d  was 
th r e a t e n e d  w i th  d i s s o l u t i o n .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  how ever, t h e  young C h a r le s  
M anton a c c e p te d  th e  p a s t o r a l  c h a rg e ,  and  o n  Decem ber 1 9 , 1880, 
p re a c h e d  h i s  f i r s t  serm on t o  f o u r  m en. F o r t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  m onths th e  
c o n g re g a t io n  t h a t  g a th e r e d  on Sunday  ra n g e d  b e tw een  f o u r  and  1 6 , b u t  
by  a s t r e n u o u s  v i s i t a t i o n  cam paign  M anton so o n  a t t r a c t e d  33 members t o  
th e  c o n g r e g a t io n .  E v e n tu a l ly  he b u i l t  th e  m em bership  up t o  m ore th a n  
500 , m aking i t  one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  c h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  C um berland denom ina­
t i o n  i n  T e x a s . H is f e l lo w  tow nsm en g r e a t l y  m ourned h i s  d e a th  i n  1 9 0 8 .
When t h e  u n io n  o f  th e  C um berland  a n d  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  
c h u rc h e s  was e f f e c t e d  i n  1906 , th e  Red R iv e r  P r e s b y te r y  was com bined  
w i th  th e  Bonham P r e s b y te r y  t o  fo rm  a  new j u d i c a t o r y  known a s  t h e  P r e s ­
b y te r y  o f  P a r i s .  B ecause  o f  M a n to n 's  i n f l u e n c e ,  t h e  F i r s t  C um berland  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  o f  P a r i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  
w i th  h a r d ly  a  d i v i s i o n .  L o c a te d  c e n t r a l l y  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  th e  P re s b y ­
t e r y ,  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  ch an g e d  i t s  name from  t h e  F i r s t  C um berland  
P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch  to  th e  C e n t r a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch .
T h is  was th e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  when t h e  c h u rc h  s e s s i o n  g a th e r e d  
on  th e  a f te r n o o n  o f  M arch , 1 9 1 6 . As t h e  e l d e r s  and  d eaco n s  bowed t h e i r  
head s d u r in g  th e  o p e n in g  p r a y e r ,  a  f i r e  a la rm  so u n d e d . One o f  th e .  s e s ­
s io n  members h u r r i e d  i n t o  th e  room t o  announce  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  s o u th e rn
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p a r t  o f  t h e  tow n was a b l a z e .  The h o u se  o f  w o rsh ip  was e m p tie d  a s  th e  
men h u r r i e d  t o  sa v e  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  an d  p e r s o n a l  p o s s e s s i o n s .3
F o r  a  tow n o f  i t s  s i z e  th e  f i r e  t h a t  ra v a g e d  P a r i s ,  T exas was 
one o f  th e  m ost d e s t r u c t i v e  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  
P r o p e r ty  d e s t r o y e d  was p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  g r e a t e r  th a n  t h a t  i n  t h e  f i r e s  
o f  C h icag o , San F r a n c is c o ,  o r  B a l t im o r e .  F i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
a r e a  o f  t h e  tow n was d e s t r o y e d ,  an d  95  pe** c e n t  o f  t h e  b u s in e s s  d i s ­
t r i c t  was l a i d  i n  a s h e s .  As many a s  1 ,U 00 homes w ere consum ed, l e a v ­
in g  s h e l t e r l e s s  o v e r  7>000 p e o p le  o u t  o f  a t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  1 5 , 0 0 0 . 
E v e ry  c i t y  a n d  c o u n ty  b u i l d i n g ,  a l l  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls ,  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  
a n d  th e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  b u i l d in g  w ere l o s t .  F o u r te e n  c h u rc h e s ,  i n c l u d ­
in g  t h e  C e n t r a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  w ere  t o t a l l y  consum ed i n  th e  h o lo c a u s t .
S in c e  many members o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  house  o f  w o rsh ip  l o s t  
n o t  o n ly  t h e i r  homes an d  a l l  t h e i r  h o u s e h o ld  p o s s e s s io n s ,  b u t  a l s o  
t h e i r  p la c e s  o f  b u s in e s s ,  th e y  w ere t e m p o r a r i l y  u n a b le  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  
th e m s e lv e s  i n  t h e  com m unity . The P r e s b y te r y  o f  P a r i s  a p p e a le d  t o  t h e  
U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  to  p ro v id e  a l l  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p o s s i b l e ,  n o t 
o n ly  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a  new c h u rc h ,  b u t  t o  a i d  t h e  s t r i c k e n  
to w n sp e o p le , a s  w e l l . 11 L a te r  b o th  t h e  tow n an d  th e  c h u rc h  w ere r e b u i l t .
^A non. ,  One H u n d red th  A n n iv e r s a ry ,  l8 M --1 9 ^ >  C e n t r a l  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C h u rch , P a r i s ,  T exas ( P a m p h l e t ) . P a p e r s  o f  B. A. Hodges 
(T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
^M inutes o f  A p r il  5; 1916 , "M inutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
P a r is  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, 1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 7 /'  8 * In  church
p ap ers ( T r in i t y  U n iv e r s ity  A r c h iv e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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A sid e  from  t h i s  d i s a s t e r  t h e  c h u rc h  s u f f e r e d  from  o th e r  p r o b ­
lem s s u c h  a s  i t s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  a d j u s t  t o  c u r r e n t  s o c i a l  
c o n d i t i o n s . No m e n tio n  a p p e a re d  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  r e c o r d s  o f  
th e  i n c i p i e n t  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movement i n  A m erica , and  t h e r e  was no i n d i ­
c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  c le rg y m en  w ere  aw are  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  b e g in ­
n in g  t o  t a k e  p la c e  i n  th e  s t a t e .  T h e re  seem ed t o  be  no d e s i r e  to  
b r in g  s p i r i t u a l  c o m fo rt t o  w o rk e rs  i n  f a c t o r y  to w n s . T h is  a p p a re n t  
ig n o r in g  b y  th e  m i n i s t e r s  o f  th e  v i t a l  i s s u e s  o f  th e  d ay  p e rh a p s  
h e lp e d  t o  e x p la in  t h e  l o s s  o f  c h u rc h  m em bersh ip  n o te d  e a r l i e r .
The U .S .A . c h u rc h  was v i t a l l y  aw are o f  one m a jo r  econom ic 
d ev e lo p m en t and  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  i t  b r o u g h t .  T h is  was t h e  o p e n in g  o f  
th e  o i l  f i e l d s  o f  T exas a n d  t h e  r u s h  o f  p e o p le  t o  th e m . I n  1919 th e  
co m m ittee  on home m is s io n s  r e p o r t e d  t o  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,
"The o p en  d o o rs  f o r  o u r  c h u rc h  a r e  now th e  r a p i d l y  d e v e lo p in g  o i l  c e n ­
t e r s . "  The co m m ittee  n o te d  t h a t  w i th in  18 m onths t h e  tow n o f  R an g er, 
T exas grew  from  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  900 t o  3 0 ,0 0 0 ; .E a s t la n d  i n  12 m onths
f ,
ex p an d ed  from  a  v i l l a g e  o f  1 ,0 0 0  t o  a  c i t y  o f  1 0 , 0 00 ; w i th in  s i x  
m onths Caddo ex p an d ed  fro m  n o th in g  t o  4 ,5 0 0 ; and  Desdemona grew  from  
p r a c t i c a l l y  n o th in g  to  a c i t y  o f  1 2 ,0 0 0 . The U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  
a l r e a d y  had  a  c h u rc h  a t  R a n g e r , a n d  a c h u rc h  a t  B re c k e n r id g e  t h a t  
la p s e d  f o r  14 y e a r s  had  b e e n  r e v iv e d .  A c h u rc h  h ad  a l s o  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  
e r e c t e d  i n  E a s t l a n d .5
^M inutes o f  O c to b e r 1 0 , 1 9 1 9 > M in u te s  o f  th e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  th e  USA. A nnual M eetin g  a t  D a l l a s ,  T ex a s, 
T r i n i t y  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch , O c to b e r 8 -1 1 , 1919 (P a m p h le t) ,  3 5 • In  
c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  c o n tem p o ra ry  T exas n ew sp ap ers  w ere 
f i l l e d  w ith  e d i t o r i a l s  e x p r e s s in g  a la rm  and  d ism ay  a t  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  
and  c rim e  r e v e a le d  i n  A m erican  l i f e  b y  th e  M uckraker j o u r n a l i s t s  an d  
th e s e  n ew sp ap ers  showed much i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  P r o g r e s s iv e  movement 
sw eep in g  th e  n a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  i n  a n y  o f  th e  c h u rc h  
r e c o r d s  o f  th e  t im e  t h a t  U .S .A . m i n i s t e r s  w ere c o g n iz a n t  o f  o r  i n t e r ­
e s t e d  i n  th e s e  d e v e lo p m e n ts . O nly one p h ase  o f  t h e  P r o g r e s s iv e  c r u ­
sad e  c a p tu r e d  th e  im a g in a t io n  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  P r e s b y te r i a n  m i n i s t e r s . 
T h is  was th e  r e l e n t l e s s  b a t t l e  waged a g a i n s t  "demon rum ."  B o th  s y n o d i-  
c a l  a n d  p r e s b y te r y  r e c o r d s  d e v o te d  an  a s to n i s h i n g  num ber o f  p a g e s  t o  
t h i s  s u b j e c t .  I n  t h e i r  a s s a u l t s  o n  t h i s  s i n i s t e r  fo e  th e s e  c le rg y m en  
a t  t im e s  em ployed  p u r p le  p r o s e :
The h id io u s  [s i c ] m o n s te r  i s  n o t  l i k e  th e  ow l t h a t  p ro w ls  
a ro u n d  a t  n ig h t  t o  com m it h i s  d e p re d a t io n s  an d  in c r e a s e  h i s  
s h a r e  o f  w oe; b u t  more l i k e  th e  e a g le  t h a t  s o a r s  a l o f t ,  
b ru s h in g  t h e  c lo u d s  w i th  h i s  w in g s , an d  lo o k in g  b o ld ly  i n t o  
t h e  f a c t  o f  th e  sun  w i th  h i s  e y e s .  He e x h i b i t s  h im s e lf  i n  
e v e r y  la n d ,  shows h im s e l f  upon th e  s e a s ,  a n d  p l a n t s  h i m s e l f  
upon  th e  s t r e e t s . ^
A lth o u g h  t h i s  was a n  i s s u e  t h a t  sh o u ld  have a t t r a c t e d  th e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r s ,  th e  am ount o f  sp a c e  d e v o te d  i n  t h e  o f f i ­
c i a l  r e c o r d s  made one w onder i f  c le rg y m en  o f  t h e  p e r io d  w ere  c o n c e rn e d  
w i th  much e l s e .  J u d i c a t o r y  r e c o r d s ,  how ever, do r e v e a l  a  k e e n  i n t e r ­
e s t  i n  a l s o  e r a d i c a t i n g  s u c h  h e in o u s  c r im e s  a s  d a n c in g , g a m b lin g ,
M in u te s  o f  A p r i l  7 ,  1910, "M in u tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  Brown- 
wood o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, A u g u s t, 1903-S e p te m b e r , 
1 9 1 2 ,"  272-73* I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San 
A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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p r o f a n i t y ,  p u b l i c  b a th in g ,  and  c i g a r e t t e  sm o k in g . B ut n e x t  t o  t h e  
w ar w aged a g a i n s t  a l c o h o l ,  t h e  c h u rc h  r e c o r d s  g iv e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  am ount 
o f  sp a c e  t o  la m e n ts  on  th e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  S a b b a th . I n  1907* th e  F t .  
W orth  P r e s b y te r y  i n s c r i b e d  a t e d io u s  fo u r -p a g e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on t h i s  
s u b je c t  i n  i t s  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  b o o k . ^
One a s p e c t  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  A m erican  l i f e  d id ,  h ow ever, r e c e iv e  
a d e q u a te  a t t e n t i o n  from  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h .  T h a t was im m ig ra tio n ,  an d  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  new im m ig ra n ts  who w ere th e n  f lo o d in g  A m eric a . As 
e a r l y  a s  O c to b e r , 1902 , th e  R ev . M r. E . B. W rig h t o f f e r e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  
t o  t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A ., n o t in g  t h a t  a  heav y  im m ig ra tio n  was 
e x p e c te d  due t o  th e  low  r a t e s  and  com bined  a c t i o n  o f  th e  T exas r a i l ­
r o a d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  re n e w a l o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  econom y. S in c e  many o f  
th e  newcom ers w ould  c e r t a i n l y  n e e d  th e  m i n i s t r y  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
C hurch , th e  R ev . Mr. W rig h t moved t h a t  t h e  B oard  o f  Home M is s io n s  o f  
t h e  syn o d  be a u t h o r i z e d  t o  make u n u s u a l  g r a n t s  o f  money i f  i t  b e l i e v e d  
new a n d  p ro m is in g  f i e l d s  w ere o p e n in g  u p . T h is  r e s o l u t i o n  was
O
a c c e p te d  b y  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y .  A gain  i n  1908 th e  C om m ittee on Home M is­
s io n s  c a l l e d  t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,  t h a t  t h e
7
'M in u te s  o f  S ep tem b er 2 3 , 1907 , M in u te s  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
F o r t  W orth  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1 9 0 7 -3 -9 1 0 * 1 9 1 6 -1 9 2 1 , 
1 3 -1 6 . I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io ,
T e x a s ) .
Q
M inutes o f  O ctober 3 1 , 1902 , "M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas
o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, 1 9 0 0 -1 9 0 6 ,"  77* In  church  papers
( T r in i t y  U n iv e r s ity  A r c h iv e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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t i d e  o f  Im m ig ra tio n  h ad  j u s t  "begun t o  t u r n  t o  T e x a s . The co m m ittee
r e p o r t  th e n  s t a t e d :
The a l i e n  i s  n o t  o u r  m enace , "but o u r  o p p o r t u n i t y .  The f lo o d  
o f  im m ig ra n ts  t h a t  i s  sw eep in g  i n  upon u s  "bring t o  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  c i t i z e n  th e  ch an ce  f o r  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  p u r e s t  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  A m erican  p a t r i o t i s m ,  an d  t o  t h e  c h u rc h  a  chance 
f o r  th e  d i s p l a y  o f  d e v o te d  s e r v i c e s  o f  h e r  lo v e  f o r  God and  
m an. We c a n n o t view  i n d i f f e r e n t l y  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  A m erican  
l i f e ,  n o r  le a v e  u n a p p ro a c h e d  t h i s  g r e a t  o p p o r tu n i ty  t h a t  God 
h a s  s e t  b e f o r e  th e  C h u rch .
The co m m ittee  n o te d  tw o g ro u p s  o f  im m ig ra n ts  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
Bohem ians an d  M e x ic a n s . I t  s t a t e d  t h a t  Bohem ians w ere  known t o  be  a  
t h r i f t y ,  h a rd -w o rk in g  g ro u p , who p a i d  h ig h  p r i c e s  f o r  t h e  la n d  th e y  
w orked  a n d  seldom  s o l d  i t .  T h u s , t h e y  te n d e d  t o  s e t t l e  i n  one l o c a l ­
i t y  an d  w ere e a s i e r  t o  e v a n g e l iz e  th a n  m ore r e s t l e s s  a l i e n s .  I n  1908 
t h e r e  w ere o v e r  75>000 B ohem ians i n  T e x a s . H o ld in g  t h e  b a la n c e  o f  
pow er i n  many a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  th e y  w ere a b le  t o  sh a p e  com m unity 
r e l i g i o u s  and  p o l i t i c a l  p o l i c i e s .9
P r e s b y te r i a n  work among th e  Bohem ians i n  T ex as  a c t u a l l y  had  
begun  many y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  A lth o u g h  t h e  co m m ittee  im p l ie d  t h a t  t h e  
C zechs w ere p ro s p e ro u s  enough  t o  p a y  h ig h  p r i c e s  f o r  t h e i r  la n d ,  th e y  
h ad  a c q u i r e d  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  th r o u g h  y e a r s  o f  t h r i f t  and  
h a rd  w o rk . M ost o f  t h e  B ohem ians who came t o  T e x a s , b o th  i n  th e  e a r l y  
p io n e e r  days a n d  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  th e  c e n tu r y ,  w ere  from  t h e  lo w er 
econom ic l e v e l s . Many h ad  s u c h  m eager r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  t h e y  w ere
^M inutes o f  Septem ber 2 6 , 1908 , M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas
o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church i n  th e  USA, Annual M eetin g  a t  Vernon, T ex a s,
Septem ber 2 ^ -28 , 1908 (P am p h let), 2 0 .
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c o m p e lle d  t o  b o rro w  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  m oney. Upon t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  T ex a s , 
m ost o f  them  s e t t l e d  on  s m a l l  fa rm s o r  w orked  a s  l a b o r e r s .
The e a r l i e s t  Bohem ian P r o t e s t a n t s  w ere so  b u sy  s u s t a in i n g  
th e m s e lv e s  an d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  w ere  v e ry  
i n f r e q u e n t .  They h e ld  c h u rc h  s e r v ic e s  i n  p r i v a t e  hom es, an d  th e n  o n ly  
two o r  t h r e e  t im e s  a  y e a r .  L a te r  s m a l l  c o n g re g a t io n s  w ere fo rm ed , a t  
f i r s t  b e lo n g in g  t o  no d e n o m in a tio n . C zech  m i n i s t e r s  ro d e  c i r c u i t  from  
one s e t t l e m e n t  t o  a n o th e r ,  one man .s e rv in g  a s  many a s  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
s m a l l  c h u rc h e s .  When s a l a r i e s  w ere p a id  a t  a l l , t h e y  w ere  e x c e e d in g ly  
s m a l l ,  an d  o f t e n  th e  m i n i s t e r s  s u p p o r te d  th e m s e lv e s  th ro u g h  s c h o o l-  
t e a c h in g ,  f a rm in g , o r  o t h e r  v o c a t io n s . F o r  many y e a r s  s e r v i c e s  w ere 
c o n d u c te d  i n  t h e  C zech la n g u a g e  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  o ld  p e o p le ,  b u t  
E n g l is h  was l a t e r  in t r o d u c e d  f o r  th e  y o u n g e r g e n e r a t io n  t o  whom th e  
m o th e r to n g u e  was a  m y s te ry .  B ecause  t h e  Bohem ian s e t t l e m e n ts  w ere 
s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  S t a t e  o f  T ex as, i t  p ro v e d  e x c e e d in g ly  d i f f i ­
c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  u n i f i e d  c h u rc h  governm en t o v e r  th e m .-^
Many c i t i z e n s  i n  T exas w ere  a t  f i r s t  members o f  t h e  E v a n g e l i ­
c a l  R eform ed C h urch , t h e  C a l v i n i s t  d e n o m in a tio n  o f  th e  o l d  c o u n t ry .  
Most o f  th e s e  R eform ed c o n g re g a t io n s  w ere  l a t e r  m erged  i n t o  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  c h u rc h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The P r o t e s t a n t  C zechs i n  T e x a s , how ever, 
w ere d iv id e d  among th e  E v a n g e l ic a l  R eform ed C hurch  an d  th e  L u th e ra n
H. S . S ta lm a c h , H is to r y  o f  t h e  M in i s t e r s  an d  C hurches o f  th e  
S o u th w es t Bohem ian P r e s b y te r y ,  Synod o f  T exas o f  t h e  U n ite d  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch o f  t h e  USA (P a m p h le t) ,  ( n . d . ,  n . p . ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  4 .  I n  
c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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d e n o m in a tio n . As C a l v i n i s t  m i s s io n a r i e s  la b o re d  i n  th e  f i e l d ,  th e y  
m et L u th e ra n  e v a n g e l i s t s .  To a v o id  f r i c t i o n  t h e s e  two r e l i g i o u s  g ro u p s  
u n i t e d  i n  a  f e d e r a t i o n  known a s  The E v a n g e l ic a l  U nion  o f  Bohem ian 
M orav ian  B r e th r e n .  By 1911 t h i s  E v a n g e l ic a l  F e d e r a t io n  was com posed 
o f  17  c o n g re g a t io n s  and  p r e a c h in g  s t a t i o n s ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  e i g h t  c h u rc h  
b u i ld in g s
The f a t h e r  o f  th e  E v a n g e l ic a l  R eform ed C hurch  and  th u s  o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch among t h e  C zechs i n  Texas was t h e  R ev . Mr. J o se p h  
Bergm an. B orn o f  Roman C a th o l ic  p a r e n t s  i n  Z apudov, C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  i n  
1798> Bergman a t t e n d e d  a  gym nasium  n e a r  h i s  home tow n from  l 8 l 6 t o  
1 8 2 5 . He l a t e r  e n t e r e d  t h e  m o n a s tic  o r d e r  o f  P i a r i s t  an d  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  was a  t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  gym nasium  i n  L i to m s y l.  L eav in g  t h e  P i a r i s t  
O rd e r i n  1 8 2 6 , he s tu d i e d  p h i lo s o p h y  an d  P r o t e s t a n t  th e o lo g y  i n  th e  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  B r e s la u ,  S i l e s i a .  I n  May, 1827 , Bergman became a  member 
o f  th e  E v a n g e l ic a l  R eform ed  C hurch  i n  t h e  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia n  r e g io n  o f  
P r u s s i a n - c o n t r o l l e d  S i l e s i a .
I n  18U9 Bergman m ig r a te d  t o  C a t S p r in g ,  T exas and  p re a c h e d  i n  
t h e  Czech a n d  German la n g u a g e s .  He s u p p o r te d  h im s e lf  by  te a c h in g  i n  
C zech  an d  German s c h o o ls  an d  b y  f a rm in g .  From 1851  t o  1853 , 33 
P r o t e s t a n t  C zech f a m i l i e s  f o l lo w e d  Bergm an t o  T exas and  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  
^um ber o f  s m a l l  co m m u n ities  i n  A u s t in  C o un ty . Bergman d ie d  i n  1871,
^ B .  A .  H o d g e s ,  T h e  B o h e m i a n s  o f  T e x a s  ( P a m p h l e t )  ( i s s u e d  b y  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I m m i g r a t i o n ,  B o a r d  o f  H o m e  M i s s i o n s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  i n  t h e  U S A ,  1911 ) ,  1 - 8 .  I n  P a p e r s  o f  B .  A .  H o d g e s  ( T r i n i t y  
U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v e s ,  S a n  A n t o n i o ,  T e x a s ) .
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"but o th e r  Czech m i n i s t e r s ,  l a t e  im m ig ra n ts  t o  T exas an d  a d d i t i o n a l  
Bohem ian s e t t l e m e n t s ,  w ere e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  many p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  A l l  
C zech m i n i s t e r s  i n  T exas b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  War w orked  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  
ea c h  o t h e r ,  an d  none jo i n e d  an y  e s t a b l i s h e d  d e n o m in a tio n . ^
Jo h n  S c h i l l e r  was t h e  f i r s t  C zech  m i n i s t e r  t o  a f f i l i a t e  f o r ­
m a lly  w i th  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n . He was o r d a in e d  b y  th e  P r e s b y te r y  
o f  A u s t in  i n  1892 a s  a  Bohem ian e v a n g e l i s t .-*-3 S c h i l l e r  was b o rn  
Decem ber 13  ̂ 1867  i n  Ceim na, a c o u n ty  i n  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia ,  w here he  com­
p l e t e d  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l p ro g ra m . Then he f i n i s h e d  th e  p r e s c r ib e d  
e i g h t - y e a r  c u r r ic u lu m  ( 1879 - 1 8 8 7 ) in  t h e  s t a t e  gym nasium  i n  L an d sk ro n , 
a l s o  i n  B ohem ia. F o llo w in g  t h a t ,  he s tu d i e d  th e o lo g y  i n  th e  E v a n g e l i ­
c a l  s e m in a ry  i n  V ien n a , w here he  a l s o  to o k  some c o u rs e s  a t  t h e  U n iv e r ­
s i t y ,  1887 - 1 8 9 0 . Graining p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  b y  w o rk in g  u n d e r  a 
p a s t o r  i n  t h e  C zech tow n o f  B u c in a , he th e n  s tu d i e d  i n  t h e  F re e  C hurch  
P r e s b y te r i a n  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary  i n  E d in b u rg h , S c o t la n d ,  fro m  1891  t o  
1892.
S c h i l l e r  re sp o n d e d  to  a  c a l l  from  t h e  E v a n g e l ic a l  R eform ed 
C hurch  i n  I n d u s t r y ,  T exas i n  1 8 9 2 . A lth o u g h  o f f i c i a l l y  a f f i l i a t e d  
w i th  th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h , he s e r v e d  f o r  a  number o f  y e a r s  a s  p a s t o r  o f  
t h e  in d e p e n d e n t E v a n g e l ic a l  R eform ed c o n g r e g a t io n  o f  I n d u s t r y .  From 
1897  t o  1925 he l i v e d  in  S e a ly ,  T e x a s , w here i n  J u ly ,  1902 , he
12I b i d . ,  6 - 7 .
"^M in u tes  o f  O c to b e r 3 0 , 1892 , "M in u tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
A u s t in  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, I 8 8 7 - I 8 9 6 , "  4 5 6 . I n  
c h u rc h  p a p e rs  ( U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T exas A rc h iv e s ,  A u s t in ,  T e x a s ) .
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o r g a n iz e d  th e  C zech  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  a n d  e n r o l l e d  i t  i n  t h e  A u s t in  
P r e s b y te r y  a s  t h e  f i r s t  Bohem ian c o n g re g a t io n  u n d e r  t h e  d o m in ion  o f  
t h e  U .S .A . P r e s b y te r i a n  d e n o m in a tio n . He a l s o  s u p p l ie d  s e v e r a l  o th e r  
s m a l l  Bohem ian c h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  I n  1906 , w i th  t h e  u n io n  o f  
th e  C um berland  a n d  U .S .A . c h u rc h e s ,  t h e  S e a ly  C hurch  an d  h i s  o t h e r  co n ­
g r e g a t i o n a l  c h a rg e s  w ere p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  t h e  H ouston  
P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S .A . L a te r  S c h i l l e r  an d  h i s  c h u rc h e s  w ere  t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  S o u th w est Bohem ian P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S .A . I n  D ecem ber, 1925,> 116 
moved t o  G eorge W est, i n  L iv eo ak  C oun ty , w here he s u p p l ie d  t h e  n e a rb y  
C zech c h u rc h  a t  P o r t  L a v a c a . S c h i l l e r  d ie d  a t  G eorge W est o n  Ju n e  9 ,
1 9 5 3 . 14 '
To g iv e  c o h e re n c e  an d  v i t a l i t y  t o  t h e  Bohem ian w ork , t h e  S o u th ­
w e s t Bohemian P r e s b y te r y  was o r g a n iz e d  in  t h e  C zech P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  
o f  S e a ly ,  Texas o n  November 3> 19H >  "by a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Synod o f  
T e x a s , U .S .A . T h is  C zech j u d i c a t o r y  was p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
t h e  U .S .A . Synod, and  i t s  b o r d e r s  c o r re s p o n d e d  w ith  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  
synod i t s e l f . ^  A t i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  t h i s  c h u rc h  c o u r t  c o n ta in e d  153  com­
m u n ic a n ts ,  e i g h t  c h u rc h e s ,  an d  e i g h t  m i n i s t e r s .  The c h u rc h  members 
c o n t r i b u t e d  $2 , 9 8 6 .5 0  f o r  t h e  y e a r . ^
^ S t a lm a c h ,  H is to r y  o f  t h e  M in i s t e r s  a n d  C hurches o f  t h e  S o u th ­
w e s t Bohem ian P r e s b y te r y ,  7 -5 ^
^ M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r 1 1 , 1912 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch i n  t h e  USA, A nnual M eetin g  a t  A m a r i l lo , 
T ex a s , O c to b e r 9 -1^*  1912 (P a m p h le t) ,  19«
1 ^ S t a t i s t i c a l  R ep ort, M inutes o f  th e  G eneral A ssem bly o f  th e
P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  t h e  USAj N e w S e r .,  XXII (1 9 1 2 ) ,  8 7 6 . [U n fo r tu -
n a t e ly ,  th e  e a r ly  m in u tes o f  t h i s  p r e s b y te r y  have d isa p p e a r e d .]
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By 1920 t h e  S o u th w est Bohem ian j u d i c a t o r y  had  grow n t o  11 
c h u rc h e s ,  1*1*3 com m unicants ' an d  n in e  m i n i s t e r s ,  h u t  w i th  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
o f  o n ly  $ 1 , 8 8 0 . ^  D u rin g  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  t h i s  c h u rc h  c o u r t  e n r o l l e d  19 
m i n i s t e r s  an d  ll* c h u r c h e s , h u t  b e c a u se  o f  a  s h o r ta g e  o f  C zech m in ­
i s t e r s ,  i t  was d i s s o lv e d  i n  J u ly ,  19^9> an d  t h e  c h u rc h e s  wecre a t t a c h e d  
t o  o t h e r  p r e s b y t e r i e s  u n d e r  t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .^9 A t t h e  t im e  
o f  t h e  p r e s b y t e r y 's  d i s s o l u t i o n  i t  c o n ta in e d  t e n  c h u rc h e s  w i th  555 
m em bers. F iv e  o f  th e s e  c h u rc h e s  w ere  l i s t e d  u n d e r  t h e  p a s t o r a t e  o f  
J a r o s l a v  R. V i l t ,  w h ile  a l l  th e  o t h e r  p u l p i t s  w ere v a c a n t .  T h ree  
o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  w ere in c lu d e d  on t h e  r o l l s  o f  th e  p r e s b y te r y ,  b u t  th e y  
w ere  e v i d e n t ly  t o o  o ld  t o  s e r v e . ^
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e v a n g e l i z a t io n  o f  t h e  C zechs i n  T e x a s , t h e  
n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  a l s o  w orked  among t h e  M e x ic a n s . The Synod o f  T e x a s , 
U .S .A .,  n o te d  t h a t  i n  19 I I  t h e r e  w ere  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  M exicans i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
A lth o u g h  th e  B a p t i s t s ,  M e th o d is ts ,  D i s c ip l e s  o f  C h r i s t ,  a n d  S o u th e rn  
P r e s b y te r i a n s  h a d  made a t te m p ts  t o  c o n v e r t  t h e s e  L a t in s ,  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  
h ad  b e e n  on  a s m a l l  s c a l e ,  f o r  i n  1911  t h e r e  w ere  o n ly  a b o u t 1*,000 
P r o t e s t a n t s  among th e  M ex ican -A m erican s i n  T e x a s . A t t h i s  t im e  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  h ad  done no w ork among t h i s  im p o r ta n t  e t h n i c  g ro u p .
• ^ S t a t i s t i c a l  R e p o r t ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, New S e r . ,  XX (1 9 2 0 ) ,  877«
•I Q
x S ta lm a c h , H is to r y  o f  t h e  M in is te r s  a n d  C hu rch es  o f  t h e  S o u th ­
w e s t Bohemian P r e s b y te r y ,  6 -2 7 .  1
19I b i d . ,  2 7 .
^ S t a t i s t i c a l  R e c o rd s , M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch  i n  t h e  USA, P a r t  I ,  i*th S e r . ,  XI (19^*9), 9 0 9 .
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The Com m ittee on Home M is s io n s  a d v i s e d  th e  sy n o d  t h a t  t h e  m ost 
d e s i r a b l e  r e s u l t s  among th e  M ex ican -A m ericans c o u ld  be  a c h ie v e d  b y  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  s c h o o ls ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c h u rc h e s ,  and th u s  com bin ing  th e  e d u ­
c a t i o n a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  f u n c t io n s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .  E d u c a t io n a l  work 
c o u ld  b e s t  b e  p ro m o ted  b y  th e  women o f  t h e  c h u rc h , a n d  t h i s  M acedonian  
C a l l  was u r g e d  upon t h e  women*s b o a rd s
The U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  s t r o v e  t o  m eet i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  b y  e s t a b ­
l i s h i n g  t h r e e  s m a l l  m is s io n  c h u rc h e s —one e a c h  i n  San A n to n io , San 
A n g e lo , a n d  E l  P a s o . The e d u c a t io n a l  o b j e c t i v e  was f o s t e r e d  b y  a t t a c h ­
in g  Sunday S c h o o ls  f o r  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  M exican  c h i l d r e n .  The R ev . 
M r. B. A. H odges, c h a irm a n , h a s  w r i t t e n  a  c o m p re h en s iv e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
M exicali w ork o f  t h e  T exas Synod, U .S .A . I t  was a  f r u s t r a t i n g  t a l e  
w i th  t h e  c h u rc h  h a v in g  t o  overcom e s e r io u s  o b s t a c l e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  h o s ­
t i l i t y  o f  o t h e r  d e n o m in a tio n s , a  d e s p e r a te  s h o r ta g e  o f  f u n d s ,  and  
r a p i d l y  c h a n g in g  p e r s o n n e l  en g ag e d  i n  t h e  u n d e r ta k in g .  S y n o d ic a l  
l e a d e r s  p e r s i s t e d ,  how ever, a n d  th r o u g h  d e d i c a t i o n  an d  d e te r m in a t io n  
a c h ie v e d  a m easu re  o f  s u c c e s s .  M is s io n  c h u rc h e s  i n  San A n to n io  an d  
San A ngelo re m a in e d  v e ry  s m a l l ,  b u t  i n  E l  P aso  t h e  R ev. M r. Hosea 
V en ec ia  b u i l t  up a c o n g re g a t io n  o f  $00  members i n  f i v e  y e a r s .22
“̂ M in u te s  o f  S ep tem b er 2 6 , 1908 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, A nnual M ee tin g  a t  V ern o n , T e x a s , 
S ep tem ber 2 4 -2 6 , 190S ( p a m p h le t) ,  2 0 .
22B. A . H odges, A H is to r y  o f  t h e  M exican  M is s io n  Work C o nducted  
by  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica  (P a m p h le t) ,  
■(Published" b y  t h e  Women's S y n o d ic a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T e x a s , 1 9 3 1 )/ 1-35*
I n  P a p e rs  o f  B . A. Hodges ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , 
T e x a s ) .  [A m ore d e t a i l e d  summary o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  n o t  be  p o s s i b l e  i n  
t h i s  w o rk .]
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L acey  Simms, a  re m a rk a b le  m an, was c o n n e c te d  w i th  th e  San 
A n to n io  m is s io n  a n d  th e  w ork among t h e  M ex ican s. W h ile  a hoy  i n  t h e  
e le m e n ta ry  g ra d e s  i n  S u lp h u r  S p r in g s ,  h is  arm s w ere so  h o r r i b l y  
m ang led  i n  a  c o t to n  g in  a t  t h e  Boomer O il M i l l  t h a t  b o th  h ad  t o  b e  
a m p u ta te d  h a l f  way t o  th e  e lb o w s . E ig h te e n  m onths l a t e r ,  th e  f a m i ly  
moved t o  n e a rb y  N e l t a ,  w here th e  f a t h e r  to o k  up th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i­
c i n e .  P la c e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  o f  t h a t  tow n , L acy  fo u n d  no d i f f i ­
c u l t y  i n  a d j u s t i n g  t o  s c h o o l  l i f e .  He l e a r n e d  t o  w r i t e  u s in g  h i s  two 
s tu b s  o f  a rm s . Of h i s  a f f l i c t i o n  he w ro te :
L i f e  from  t h a t  t im e  was (an d  s t i l l  i s )  a  happy v e n tu r e  o f  
l e a r n in g  b y  t r y i n g .  My h a n d ic a p  in  l i f e  has  n e v e r  been  p h y ­
s i c a l .  The l o s s  o f  hands more th a n  l i k e l y  has b e e n  a b l e s s ­
in g  th ro u g h  l i m i t a t i o n ,  and  l i m i t a t i o n s  may be made h ig h ly  
c o m p e n sa tiv e . God a p p o in te d  a  s ig n  f o r  C ain  so  t h a t  a l l  
m ig h t know him  a n d  have m ercy  upon him . So my a p p a re n t  
h a n d ic a p  h as  b e e n  a s  an  a p p o in te d  s ig n  from  God a n d  t r u l y  
t h e  w o rld  h a s  b e e n  m e r c i f u l l y  k in d  t o  me more th a n  I  can  e v e r  
d e s e rv e ;  a n d  s o ,  g r a t i t u d e  g iv e s  me a p o w e r fu l  m o tiv e  t o  
s e r v e  o th e r s  i n  p a r t i a l  r e t u r n  t o  God a n d  my f e l l o w  m en .^3
A f te r  c o m p le tin g  h i s  p r im a ry  an d  s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o l  e d u c a t io n ,  
young Simms e n r o l l e d  i n  E a s t  T exas Norm al C o lle g e ,  l a t e r  known a s  E a s t 
Texas S t a t e  T e a c h e rs  C o lle g e , an d  f i n a l l y  a s  E a s t  T ex as S t a t e  U n iv e r ­
s i t y ,  i n  Commerce. U nab le  t o  co m p le te  h i s  c o l le g e  e d u c a t io n ,  he 
ta u g h t  a t  a s m a l l  c o u n try  s c h o o l  i n  H opkins C ounty  f o r  tw o t e r m s . I n  
1900 he an d  h i s  f a m i ly  moved t o  New M exico w here he t a u g h t  t h e  f i f t h  
and  s i x t h  g ra d e s  i n  A lam ogordo f o r  one y e a r .  A f te r  t h a t  Simms ta u g h t
^ L a c y  Simms, "A utobiography,"  1 -^ . In  " A u tob iograp h ies and
B io g ra p h ies  o f  USA and C .P . M in is te r s ."  In  church p ap ers (T r in i t y
U n iv e r s ity  A r c h iv e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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i n  a c o u n ty  s c h o o l  i n  T h ree  R iv e r s , New M exico n e a r  th e  r a n c h  w here 
h i s  f a t h e r  h a d  s e t t l e d  f o r  h i s  h e a l t h .  H is f a t h e r  d ie d  i n  1 9 0 8 . I n  
a d d i t i o n  to  t e a c h in g ,  Lacy h e lp e d  d ig  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h e s  on h is  
f a t h e r ' s  r a n c h  an d  i n  h i s  s p a re  t im e  o b ta in e d  a  jo h  c a r r y in g  th e  m a i l  
on  h o rs e b a c k  from  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  t o  t h e  T h ree  R iv e rs  P o s t  
O f f i c e .  He a l s o  s e rv e d  tw o te rm s  a s  C ounty  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  S c h o o ls  
o f  O te ro  C ounty  i n  New M ex ico .
D e te rm in ed  t o  c o m p le te  h i s  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t io n ,  Simms e n t e r e d  
O b e r l in  C o lle g e ,  O h io . W hile  t h e r e  he  mowed la w n s , c o l l e c t e d  and  
d e l iv e r e d  d ry  c l e a n in g ,  an d  s o ld  books an d  maps t o  s u p p o r t  h im s e l f .
He was a lw ays c o n v in c e d  t h a t ,  ev en  th o u g h  he h ad  n o t  o b ta in e d  an 
ad v an c ed  e d u c a t io n  p e r m i t t i n g  him  t o  e a rn  a l i v e l i h o o d  th ro u g h  m e n ta l  
e f f o r t s ,  he " w ith  a  h a n d ic a p p e d  body  and  th e  w i l l - t o - d o "  c o u ld  s t i l l  
have ek ed  o u t  a l i v i n g  a n y w h e re .
A f t e r  h e  f i n i s h e d  a t  O b e r l in  he  d e c id e d  on t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m in ­
i s t r y  a s  a v o c a t io n  and  w ent t o  C h ic a g o . The c h u rc h  e x te n s io n  b o a rd  o f  
th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  C h ic a g o , U .S .A .,  p la c e d  him  i n  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  M exican 
m is s io n  w ork . Simms’s i n t e r e s t  i n  w o rk in g  among t h e  M exicans had  
begun  d u r in g  h i s  r e s id e n c e  i n  T h re e  R iv e r s ,  New M exico . T h e re  h i s  
n e a r e s t  n e ig h b o rs  had  b e e n  M exicans an d  S p a n is h -s p e a k in g  c h i l d r e n  who 
h ad  a t te n d e d  t h e  s c h o o l  w here  he ta u g h t  f o r  t h r e e  t e r m s . S im ple  
s o c i a b i l i t y  an d  t h e  b e a u ty  o f  t h e  S p a n is h  la n g u a g e  made L acy Simms 
w ant t o  l e a r n  t o  sp e a k  t o  th e m . O b ta in in g  a  S p a n is h  gram m ar, he 
s tu d i e d  a lo n e  a t  home an d  th e n  p r a c t i c e d  on h i s  M ex ican-A m erican  
n e ig h b o rs  who g l a d l y  a s s i s t e d  h im . L a t e r ,  a s  C ounty  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f
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S c h o o ls ,  he h ad  n e e d  o f  t h i s  know ledge "because many o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  
t h e  s c h o o ls  u n d e r  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  spoke l i t t l e  o r  no E n g l i s h .  A f t e r  he 
e n t e r e d  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and  h ad  t o  p re a c h  i n  S p a n is h , he c o n t in u e d  t o  
s tu d y  th e  la n g u a g e . E v e n tu a l ly  he r e tu r n e d  t o  San A n to n io  an d  en g ag ed
2ki n  t h e  m is s io n  work among th e  M exicans f o r  th e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n .
The R ev. M r. Simms was a good  exam ple o f  t h e  c o u ra g e o u s  f o r t i t u d e  and  
s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  z e a l  o f  many o f  th e s e  men o f  God.
C o n s id e r in g  th e  men a n d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  
U .S .A . C hurch  m ust h e  commended f o r  i t s  w ork among n o n -E n g l is h  s p e a k ­
in g  im m ig ra n ts .  I n  1909 th e  C om m ittee oh  Freedm en r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  
U .S .A . synod  t h a t  t h e  c h u rc h  h a d  a  g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  r e l i ­
g io u s  w e lf a r e  o f  th e  N eg ro . The Negro was i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  an d  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w hat t h e  w h ite  man th o u g h t ,  he was h e re  t o  s t a y .  S in c e  
o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  w ere r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  th e  f o r c e d  m ig r a t io n  o f  th e  N egro , 
t h e  c h u rc h  h ad  th e  d u ty  t o  b r in g  a b o u t h i s  m o ra l a n d  s p i r i t u a l  r e g e n ­
e r a t i o n .
The co m m ittee  s t a t e d  t h a t  w r i t e r s  o f  n o te  w ere a g re e d  t h a t  th e  
A m erican  N egro h ad  tw o g r e a t  n e e d s .  One was f o r  e d u c a te d  a n d  p io u s  
p r e a c h e r s ,  an d  th e  o t h e r  was f o r  f a i t h f u l ,  G odly  s c h o o l t e a c h e r s .  The 
co m m ittee  th o u g h t  t h a t  t o  t h e s e  m ig h t w e l l  be ad d e d  a  t h i r d  n e e d — ra c e  
p r i d e ,  w ith o u t  w h ich  no p e o p le  c o u ld  hope t o  r i s e .  I f  t h e s e  w ere 
t h e i r  t h r e e  g r e a t  n e e d s , who was t o  a i d  N egroes i n  t h e i r  a t t a in m e n t  o f
2^ I b id . ,  1 - k ,
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them  i f  n o t  t h e i r  w h ite  b r o th e r s ?  D id  n o t  t h e  c h u rc h , th e y  a s k e d , 
have t h e  c o u ra g e  t o  r i s e  t o  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?
T h is  b e in g  th e  b a s i c  p ro b le m  o f  t h e  N egro , h i s  e d u c a t io n  was 
now t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .  N a t i o n a l ly  t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  
o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  g iv in g  t o  Negro s c h o o ls  s p o n so re d  b y  th e  U .S .A . 
d e n o m in a tio n . I n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  t h e  U .S .A . B o ard  o f  Freedm en 
s u p e r v is e d  one s c h o o l  f o r  N egro boys w i th  177 s t u d e n t s ,  f i v e  s e m in a r ie s  
f o r  g i r l s  w i th  1 ,0 2 7  p u p i l s ,  15 c o - e d u c a t io n a l  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  w i th  
3 ,2 7 7  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  102 o t h e r  N egro c o l l e g e s ,  i n s t i t u t e s  a n d  acad em ies  
w i th  1 0 ,0 9 9  p u p i l s ,  a t o t a l  o f  123  s c h o o ls  w i th  a  s tu d e n t  e n ro l lm e n t  
o f  1 4 ,5 0 0 .  W hile  c o n s id e r in g  th e  n eed s  o f  th e  N egro n a t i o n a l l y ,  P r e s ­
b y te r i a n s  s h o u ld  n o t  n e g l e c t  t h e  c o lo r e d  p o p u la t io n  w i th in  t h e  b o rd e r s  
o f  t h e i r  own s t a t e .  Of t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  N egro p o p u la t io n  o f  a p p r o x i ­
m a te ly  t e n  m i l l i o n ,  a b o u t one m i l l i o n  l i v e d  i n  T e x a s . A bout one p e r ­
son  i n  f i v e  i n  T exas was c o l o r e d .  T h e re  in d e e d  was a r a r e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
f o r  home m is s io n  w ork .
U n f o r tu n a te ly  w i th  t h i s  g r e a t  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  
t h e  n e e d s  o f  N e g ro e s , i n d i f f e r e n c e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  T exas 
w h ite  P r e s b y t e r i a n s . Members o f  t h e  T exas Synod g av e  an  a v e ra g e  o f  
two an d  o n e - h a l f  c e n t s  p e r  member p e r  y e a r  f o r  t h e  f r e e d m a n 's  c a u s e . ^
The C om m ittee on Freedm en o f  t h e  A m a r il lo  P r e s b y te r y  s a i d  f u r ­
t h e r  "T h a t we owe a  d u ty  t o  t h e  A f r ic a n  upon o u r  s h o re s  no one w i l l
^ M in u te s  o f  Septem ber 2 7 , 1909 , M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas
o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, Annual M eeting a t  H il ls b o r o ,
T exas, Septem ber 2 3 -2 7 , 1909 (P a m p h let), 3 4 -3 5 •
d en y . I t  I s  t h e  d u ty  o f  t h e  s t r o n g  t o  a i d  th e  w eak, t h e  d u ty  t h a t  
C h r i s t i a n  men a lw ay s  f e e l  f o r  th e  h e l p l e s s  an d  d e p e n d e n t."  H owever, 
th e  c o m m itte e , p e rh a p s  u n c o n s c io u s ly ,  r e f l e c t e d  i n  i t s  r e p o r t  th e  
t y p i c a l  w h i te  s o u th e r n  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  t h e  "black r a c e .  I t  recom m ended 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  "black man t o  sav e  him  from  h i s  n a t u r a l  w eakness an d  
d e p r a v i ty .  S in c e  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  freed o m  t o  t h e  Negro an d  t h e  " p r e ­
c i p i t a t i o n  o f  th e  a l l  to o  su d d en  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  t h e  b a l l o t , "  he had  
become t h e  h e l p l e s s  p r e y  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n  and  t r i c k s t e r .  B ecause th e  
Negro was u n a b le  t o  c o n t r o l  h im s e l f  p r o p e r ly ,  h i s  c a r e e r  o f t e n  h ad  b een  
m arked  b y  d ru n k e n n e ss  an d  d e b a u c h e ry . The c h u rc h  s h o u ld  p r a y  t h a t  th e  
S o u th  w ou ld  soon  b e  f r e e d  o f  th e  c u r s e  o f  t h e  s a lo o n  w h ich  had  
in f la m e d  t h e  N e g ro 's  a n im a l p a s s io n s  an d  p ro m o ted  h i s  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  
commit many h o r r i b l e  c r im e s  t h a t  h ad  a ro u s e d  p u b l i c  f e e l i n g  a g a i n s t  
h im . The r e p o r t  c o n c lu d e d : "The so lem n o b l i g a t i o n  r e s t s  upon u s  o f
t h e  S o u th , who u n d e r s ta n d  him  b e s t  t o  g iv e  d i r e c t i o n  t o  h i s  e d u c a t io n  
and  g iv e  him  t h e  g o s p e l ,  w h ich  a lo n e  can  sa v e  a n d  d ev e lo p  him  f o r  
c i t i z e n s h i p  a n d  f o r  t h e  k ingdom  o f  o u r  L o rd ."
The s y n o d ic a l  co m m ittee  on fre e d m e n  a d m it te d  t h a t  f o r  many 
y e a r s  t h e  o n ly  c o n c r e te  a s s i s t a n c e  r e n d e r e d  th e  T exas N egro was o c c a ­
s i o n a l  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  g o o d w il l  an d  s m a l l ,  sp asm o d ic  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f
^^M inu tes  o f  O c to b e r  5 ,  1909* "M in u tes  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r y  o f  
A m a r il lo  o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, 1907 - A p r i l  1 0 , 1913j " 
J+5-^6. I n  c h u rc h  p a p e r s  ( T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  A rc h iv e s ,  San A n to n io , 
T e x a s ) .
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m o n e y . C o n s c i e n c e - s t r i c k e n  a b o u t t h i s  n e g l e c t ,  i n  1911 t h e  com m it­
t e e  announced, t h a t  i t  w ou ld  u n d e r ta k e  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e , a c c u r a te  s u rv e y  
o f  a l l  c o n d i t io n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  Negro p o p u la t io n  o f  T e x a s . I t  w ould  
in c lu d e  t h e i r  v o c a t io n a l  a n d  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  w e a l th ,  an d  
a l l  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  b u i ld in g  o f  a  h a p p ie r  
and  u s e f u l  l i f e  f o r  th e m . The s u rv e y  w ould  b e  made b y  a  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e  o f  th e  sy n o d , c o n f e r r in g  w i th  th e  Com m ittee on Freedm en a p p o in te d  
b y  e a c h  o f  i t s  U .S .A . p r e s b y t e r i e s .  To f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  w ork , e a c h  p r e s -  
b y t e r i a l  co m m ittee  was a s k e d  to  c o l l e c t  and  co m p ile  a l l  t h e  in f o r m a t io n  
a v a i l a b l e  a b o u t th e  c o lo r e d  p o p u la t io n  w i th in  t h e  b o rd e r s  o f  i t s  
j u d i c a t o r y . 2®
A y e a r  l a t e r  t h e  s y n o d ic a l  com m ittee  r e p o r t e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  
i t s  s u r v e y .  S e v e r a l  p r e s b y t e r i a l  co m m ittees  h a d  made p a r t i a l  su rv e y s  
o f  t h e i r  a r e a s ,  b u t  t h e  in f o r m a t io n  th e y  h ad  g o t  was s p o t t y  and  u n r e ­
l i a b l e  . Many co m m ittee s  h ad  in d i g n a n t l y  r e f u s e d  to  c o o p e ra te  w ith  t h e  
p r o j e c t  a t  a l l .  Some m i n i s t e r s  h ad  s h e e p is h ly  a d m it te d  t h a t  th e y  w ere  
n o t  i n  to u c h  w i th  th e  c o lo r e d  com m unity i n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s .  The s y n o d i ­
c a l  c o m m it te e 's  in f o r m a t io n  w as, t h u s ,  to o  l i m i t e d  t o  b e  t a b u l a t e d ,  a n d
^ M in u tes  o f  S ep tem b er 2 5 , 1 9 1 1 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas 
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  in  t h e  USA, A nnual M eetin g  a t  San A n to n io , 
T e x a s , S ep te m b W r2 1 -2 ^ , 1911 (P a m p h le t) ,  5 0 .
2®Minutes o f  O ctober 11 , 1 9 1 6 , M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas
o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA, Annual M eeting a t  P a r is ,  T exas,
O ctober 5 -1 1 , 1915 (P am p h let), 5 2 .
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i t s  in v e n to r y  h ad  "been ab a n d o n e d . ^  D is c o u ra g e d  b y  t h i s  a p a th y  an d  
i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h e  co m m ittee  made no r e p o r t  f o r  many s u c c e e d in g  y e a r s .
An exam ple o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e  e n c o u n te re d  b y  th e  s y n o d ic a l  r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e s  i s  th e  s ta te m e n t  i n s c r i b e d  i n  th e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  
A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  i n  1907- W hile  t h e  j u d i c a t o r y  -wished t h e  c o lo r e d  man 
w e l l ,  i t  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h i s  w e l f a r e  c o u ld  be p ro m o ted  o n ly  by  a v o id in g  
" in t i m a t e  com m ingling  o f  r a c e s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c h u rc h e s ,  p r e s b y t e r i e s ,  
a n d  s y n o d s ."  The U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  s h o u ld  re m a in  a  c o u n s e l in g  and  
c o o p e r a t iv e  a g e n t i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  N eg ro , b u t
w ith o u t v i o l a t i n g  th e  r i g h t s ,  a n d  w ith o u t  t r a n s g r e s s i n g  th e  
s o c i a l  o r d e r  o f  e i t h e r  r a c e ,  . . . The s t r o n g e s t  l e a d e r s  an d  
m ost u p r ig h t  members o f  t h e  n e g ro  r a c e ,  a r e  n o t  a m b itio u s  
f o r  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,  b u t  a r e  c o n te n t  t o  b e ,  an d  to  h e lp  t h e i r  
p e o p le  becom e, th e  b e s t  exam ple o f  w hat God made o f  th em , n o t 
w h ite  p e o p le ;  b u t  n e g ro e s ,  n o r  y e t  th e  unwelcom e in t im a te s  o f  
w h ite  p e o p le  i n  w h ite  hom es, an d  w h ite  s c h o o ls  and  c h u r c h e s .
The b e s t  exam ple o f  t h e  S o u th e rn  C o lo re d  man, has  no i n c l i n a ­
t i o n  t o  f o r c e  upon t h e  w h ite  r a c e ,  a  c o n d i t io n  o f  i n t o l e r a b l e  
s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,  o r  n e g ro  p o l i t i c a l  s u p re m a c y .3°
The p ro d u c ts  o f  t h e i r  ag e  an d  s e c t i o n ,  n o t  a l l  o rd a in e d  
p r e a c h e r s  c o u ld  b e  e x p e c te d  t o  r i s e  above th e  m ores an d  p r e j u d i c e s .
No w o n d e r .th e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  f a i l e d  t o  re a p  a  r i c h  h a r v e s t  o f  s o u ls  
among th e  c o lo r e d  p o p u la t io n  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d .
^M in u tes  o f  O c to b e r  5 , 1 9 1 6 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA. A nnual m e e tin g  a t  W e a th e r fo rd , 
T e x a s , O c to b e r 4 - 9 ,  1916 (P a m p h le t) ,  1 7 -1 8 . "~
3^M inutes o f  June 1 9 , 1907 , "Minutes o f  th e  P r e sb y te r y  o f
A u st in  o f  th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church i n  th e  USA, 1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 8 ,"  V o l. I ,  9 -1 0 .
I n  church papers (T r in i t y  U n iv e r s ity  A r c h iv e s , San A n to n io , T e x a s ) .
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A d m in is t r a t io n  o f  b o th  N egro an d  I n d ia n  c o n g re g a t io n s  o f  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  a f t e r  t h e  u n io n  o f  th e  C um berland  an d  U .S .A . denom ina­
t i o n s  was p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  C an ad ian  Synod. I t s  W hite  R iv e r  P r e s b y te r y ,  
C o lo re d , s u p e r v is e d  a l l  N egro c h u rc h e s  i n  T e x a s . I n  1916 t h i s  c h u rc h  
c o u r t  e n r o l l e d  f o u r  s m a l l  c h u rc h e s  i n  E a s t T e x a s . The S m ith  M em orial 
C hurch , o f  C r o c k e t t ,  T e x a s , h ad  a  t o t a l  o f  29 co m m u n ican ts . F o rm e rly  
th e  M ary A lle n  C h ap e l, i t  was renam ed  i n  h o n o r  o f  i t s  d e c e a s e d  p a s t o r ,  ' 
t h e  R ev . M r. Jo h n  B. S m ith . I n  R usk , T e x a s , was t h e  Mount O l iv e t  
C hurch  w i th  23 m em bers. The Mount Z io n  C hurch  o f  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  T e x a s , 
e n r o l l e d  com m unican ts . F i n a l l y ,  i n  C r o c k e t t ,  T e x a s , was e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h e  B e llv u e  C hurch  w ith  20 members an d  a  m is s io n  w i th  10 com m unican ts . 
W hile  S m ith  M em orial C h u rc h 's  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o t a l e d  
$599 f o r  1916 o th e r  c h u rc h e s  r e p o r t e d  no f i n a n c i a l  f i g u r e s . They d id ,  
how ever, make s m a l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  o th e r  fu n d s  o f  t h e  d e n o m in a t io n .31
When W orld  War I  b ro k e  o u t , t h e  c h u rc h  h ad  t o  t u r n  some o f  i t s  
a t t e n t i o n  from  e v a n g e l iz in g  m in o r i ty  g ro u p s  t o  w o r ld  a f f a i r s .  The 
U .S .A . syn o d  came o u t e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  A m e r ic a 's  w ar 
e f f o r t . I n  i t s  o f f i c i a l  p ro n o u n cem en ts  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  q u e s t io n in g  
o f  th e  m o r a l i t y  an d  j u s t i c e  o f  o u r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  in  t h a t  c o n f l i c t . 32
^ S t a t i s t i c a l  R e p o r t ,  M in u te s  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  o f  th e  
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, New S e r . ,  XVI (1 9 1 6 ) , 5 0 0 -5 0 2 .
■32M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r  12 , 1917# M in u te s  o f  t h e  Synod o f  Texas 
o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, A n n u a l M eetin g  a t  M em phis,
T e x a s , O c to b e r  1 0 -1 5 , 1917 (P a m p h le t) ,  2 5 -2 8 ; M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r  10, 
1918 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas o f  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  
USA, A nnual M ee tin g  a t  A u s t in ,  T e x a s , O c to b e r  9 -1 0 , 1918 (P a m p h le t) ,  
3 0 -3 1 .
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D u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  th e  c h u rc h  a c im itte d  t h a t  i t  was f i g h t i n g  an  
u p h i l l  b a t t l e  i n  i t s  a t te m p t  t o  e v a n g e l iz e  A m erica . A s y n o d ic a l  com­
m i t t e e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  100 m i l l i o n  p e o p le  l i v i n g  i n  th e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s  i n  1916 , 60 m i l l i o n  b e lo n g e d  t o  no o rg a n iz e d  c h u rc h .  F u r t h e r ­
m ore , n e a r l y  65 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  o f  T exas an d  50 p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h a t  o f  L o u is ia n a  w ere e v a n g e l i z e d .33
The Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,  was l o s in g  c h u rc h e s  b u t  g a in in g  
members i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  1921 i t  c o n ta in e d  375 c h u rc h e s  com pared  w i th  
476  i n  1908  f o l lo w in g  t h e  u n io n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . and  C um berland  P r e s b y te ­
r i a n  C h u rc h e s . A l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  l o s s  c o u ld  be e x p la in e d  b y  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  many p r e s b y t e r i e s  f i n a l l y  d ro p p e d  from  t h e i r  r o l l s  c h u rc h e s  
t h a t  r e f u s e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  a f t e r  t h e  m e rg e r .
O th e r  l o s s e s  w ere due t o  m e rg e rs  o f  l o c a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s . I n  1906 , 93 
com m unities  i n  T exas h ad  h ad  tw o s m a l l  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  a n d  c o u ld  
e f f e c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t  o n ly  o n e . By 1920 t h e r e  w ere o n ly  26 s u c h  d u p l i c a ­
t i o n s .  I n  67  i n s t a n c e s  t h e r e  had  b e e n  m e rg e rs  o f  t h e  C um berland  and  
U .S .A . c o n g r e g a t io n s .  W ith  r e g a r d  t o  c h u rc h  m em bersh ip , i n  1908 th e  
sy n o d  h ad  2 1 ,8 8 4  com m unican ts; b y  1921  t h e  num ber h a d  grow n t o  31*384, 
a  g a in  o f  s l i g h t l y  m ore th a n  43 p e r  c e n t .  The m em bersh ip  i n  1921 w as, 
how ever, o n ly  a b o u t e q u a l  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  T exas Synod o f  t h e  C um berland 
P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  1906 b e f o r e  t h e  m e rg e r .  D u rin g  th e s e  same 
y e a r s  t h e  m em bership  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  in c r e a s e d  b y  32 p e r
33jjin u tes  o f  O ctober 6 , 1916 , M inutes o f  th e  Synod o f  Texas o f
th e  P r e sb y te r ia n  Church in  th e  USA. Annual M eeting a t  W eatherford ,
T exas, O ctober 4 -9 ,> 1 9 1 6  (P am p h let), 3 0 .
c e n t so  t h a t  t h e  c h u rc h  i n  Texas g rew  more r a p i d l y  th a n  th e  n a t i o n a l  
c h u rc h  h ad  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  s u f f e r e d  from  su c h  h a n d ic a p s  
an d  c o n fu s io n  o v e r  u n io n , f r i c t i o n  w i th  t h e  U .S . d e n o m in a tio n , an d  
d i s l o c a t i o n  c a u s e d  h y  W orld  War I .
W hile  i n  1908  t h e  a v e ra g e  c o n g r e g a t io n a l  members h ip  i n  T exas 
was 4 7 , h y  1921 i t  was 8 3 . The r o l l  o f  su sp e n d e d  members g r e a t l y  
d e p le te d  t h e  c h u rc h  m em bersh ip . S in c e  1908 th e  sy n o d  a d d e d  2 3 ,5 9 0  
m em bers, b u t  d u r in g  t h i s  same p e r i o d  i t  h ad  t o  p u t  1 5 ,9 5 4  on  t h e  r o l l  
o f  th o s e  su sp e n d e d . The c h u rc h  m ust f i n d  how t o  h o ld  t h e  communi­
c a n ts  i t  had  won.
I n  1908  t h e  T exas Synod c o n t r i b u t e d  a  t o t a l  o f  $ 1 5 ,5 3 4 .2 6 ,  o r  
73 c e n ts  p e r  member, i n  b e n e v o le n c e s . The f i g u r e s  f o r  1921 w ere 
$6 6 , 7 9 6 . 1 3 ; o r  $2 .1 2  p e r  member, an  in c r e a s e  o f  a lm o s t 319  p e r  c e n t .
I n  1908  t h e  T exas j u d i c a t o r y  r e c e iv e d  from  t h e  B o ard  o f  Home M is s io n s  
o f  th e  d e n o m in a tio n  $ 4 8 ,5 4 1 .6 3 , w h ile  i n  1921  i t  r e c e iv e d  $1 08 , 0 3 9 *2 0 , 
an  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 2 2 .5  p e r  c e n t .  I n  1908  t h e  c h u rc h  i n  T exas r e c e iv e d  
from  th e  d e n o m in a tio n a l  b o a rd s  t h r e e  t im e s  a s  much a s  t h e  t o t a l  am ount 
i t  c o n t r i b u t e d .  By 1921 t h e  n a t i o n a l  B oard  o f  Home M is s io n s  g av e  th e  
synod o n ly  tw ic e  t h e  am ount d o n a te d  b y  i t s  co m m u n ica n ts . T h u s, w h ile  
th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,  re m a in e d  an  econom ic l i a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h , t h e  am ount o f  t h a t  l i a b i l i t y  was s t e a d i l y  b e in g  
r e d u c e d .  The c h u rc h  c o u ld  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  t h e  T exas Synod 
w ould  b e  n o t o n ly  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g ,  b u t  an  econom ic a s s e t  a s  w e l l .
T h ere  a r e  tw o ways o f  ju d g in g  p r o g r e s s —b y  t h e  d i s t a n c e  t h e  c h u rc h  h ad  
come, a n d  th e  d i s t a n c e  i t  h ad  y e t  t o  g o . A lth o u g h  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f
members i n  T exas h ad  in c r e a s e d ,  f a r  more h a d  t o  be g iv e n  to  e q u a l  th e  
a v e ra g e  am ount c o n t r i b u t e d  by  th e  d e n o m in a tio n a l  member a s  a  w h o le .
I n  1921 i n  T exas com m unicants g av e  an  a v e ra g e  o f  $5 «17j w h ile  t h e  a v e r ­
ag e  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  d e n o m in a tio n  was $ 1^ . 8 9 . ^  Such w ere  th e  m a jo r  
e v e n ts  from  1906  th r o u g h  1 9 2 0 .
3 M in u te s  o f  O c to b e r  7> 1921 , M in u te s  o f  t h e  Synod o f  T exas o f  
t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  t h e  USA, A n n u a l M eeting  a t  W ic h ita  F a l l s ,  
T e x a s , O c to b e r  5 -9 ,  1921 (P a m p h le t) ,  2 6 -2 8 .
CHAPTER IX
CONCLUSION
In  t h i s  s tu d y  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  T exas Synod o f  t h e  P re s b y ­
t e r i a n  C hurch , U .S .A .,  from  1868 t o  1920 has  b een  n a r r a t e d .  The f i r s t  
c h u rc h  c o u r t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  T exas i n  1840, an d  by t h e  tim e  o f  t h e  
C i v i l  War a  s i z a b l e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  h ad  b e e n  b u i l t  u p . D u rin g  t h a t  c o n ­
f l i c t ,  how ever, m ost P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  and  m i n i s t e r s  i n  th e  C onfed ­
e ra c y  s e v e re d  t h e i r  c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h , an d  a f t e r  th e  
w ar o rg a n iz e d  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch , U .S . The m a jo r i t y  o f  m i n i s t e r s  
an d  c o n g re g a t io n s  i n  T exas j o i n e d  t h a t  new ly  o r g a n iz e d  d e n o m in a tio n .
A few  m i n i s t e r s  an d  c h u rc h e s ,  how ever, c o n t in u e d  t h e i r  a l l e g i -  
- -  ance  - to  t h e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . I n  1868 t h r e e  P r e s b y te r i a n  
m i n i s t e r s  m et an d  o rg a n iz e d  t h e  A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S .A . T h is  p r e s ­
b y te r y  grew  s lo w ly ,  i n  p a r t  b e c a u se  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch , U .S . ,  
s t y l e d  i t s e l f  t h e  " s o u th e rn "  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch  an d  so  c o u ld  s t ig m a ­
t i z e  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  a s  t h e  " n o r th e r n "  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h urch . 
S in c e  m ost U .S .A . m i n i s t e r s  who l a b o r e d  i n  T exas a f t e r  1868 had  
r e f u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  c a u se  an d  h ad  b een  b o rn  i n  t h e  
N o rth  an d  t r a i n e d  i n  n o r th e r n  s e m in a r ie s ,  t h i s  c h a rg e  seem ed to  h ave  
some j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  h a n d ic a p , how ever, b y  1878  th e
415
4 l6
A u s t in  P r e s b y te r y  h ad  grow n s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  he  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  t h e  Synod 
o f  T e x a s .
From 1878  t o  1906 th e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A .,g re w  s lo w ly ,  f o r  
i t  was c o n f r o n te d  h y  many p ro b le m s , in c lu d in g  t h e  h o s t i l i t y  o f  o th e r  
c h u rc h e s ,  a  s h i f t i n g  and  r e l a t i v e l y  p o o r  p o p u la t io n ,  a n d  a t e r r i b l e  
d ro u g h t i n  W est T e x a s . A lth o u g h  g u i l t y  o f  some n e g le c t  o f  r a c i a l  and  
m in o r i ty  g ro u p s ,  t h e  synod  fo u n d e d  a  num ber o f  s c h o o ls  f o r  t h e  e d u c a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  y o u th  o f  T e x a s . A c o n t ro v e r s y  w i th in  a c h u rc h  i n  New 
O rle a n s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  v i r t u a l  e l im i n a t io n  o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  from  
L o u is ia n a  f o r  a  num ber o f  y e a r s . Then i n  1900 th e  G a lv e s to n  h u r r ic a n e  
d e s t r o y e d  a  l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  U .S .A . c h u rc h  an d  drow ned h a l f  i t s  m em bers.
Soon a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y  n e g o t i a t i o n s  lo o k in g  t o  an  
o r g a n ic  u n io n  o f  t h e  U .S .A . an d  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h e s  w ere 
u n d e r ta k e n  an d  c o n c lu d e d  in  1906 . S in c e  t h e  C um berland  c h u rc h  member­
s h ip  i n  T ex as was much l a r g e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n , 
t h e  U .S .A . syn o d  a c q u i r e d  many new members and  c h u rc h e s .  U n f o r tu ­
n a t e l y ,  how ever, a  s i z a b l e  m i n o r i ty  o f  th e  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n  
r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  m e rg e r an d  r e o r g a n iz e d  t h e i r  c h u rc h , r e t a i n i n g  
t h e  name o f  t h e  C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rch . A s t r u g g le  th e n  
d e v e lo p e d  b e tw ee n  p r o -  a n d  a n t i - u n i o n i s t s  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p r e s b y ­
t e r i e s  o f  t h e  fo rm e r C um berland  P r e s b y te r i a n  C hurch  i n  T e x a s . A m ore 
i n t e n s i v e  f i g h t  f o l lo w e d  o v e r  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  
fo rm e r  C um berland  d e n o m in a tio n . The outcom e o f  many b i t t e r  c o u r t  d i s ­
p u te s  i n  T exas an d  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  n a t io n  was a n  a lm o s t co m p le te  t r i ­
umph f o r  t h e  U .S .A . c h u rc h .  The n e t  r e s u l t  from  t h e  s t a n d p o in t  o f  t h e
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T exas Synod, U .S .A .,  was t h e  e n r o l l i n g  o f  many new m i n i s t e r s  and  c o n g re ­
g a t i o n s ,  m aking th e  U .S .A . c h u rc h  a  s e r io u s  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
l i f e  o f  T exas f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e .
P a r t i a l l y  due t o  th e  augm ented  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n , 
t h e  Texas Synod, U .S .A .,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  heg an  t o  have s e r io u s  co n ­
f l i c t s  w i th  t h e  T exas Synod, U .S . Even "before th e  consum m ation o f  th e  
u n io n  b e tw een  th e  U .S .A . an d  C um berland  c h u rc h e s  i n  1906, num erous 
u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t te m p ts  h ad  b e e n  made t o  s e c u r e  co m ity  a g re e m e n ts  b e tw een  
th e  U .S .A . a n d  U .S . j u d i c a t o r i e s .  However, a f t e r  t h i s  d a te  s e r io u s  
f r i c t i o n  d e v e lo p e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e .  Many p ro b lem s b e tw ee n  th e  two 
c h u rc h e s  w ere  s e t t l e d  b y  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  a n d  in  many co m m u n ities  w here 
b o th  d en o m in a tio n s  h ad  a  w eak, s t r u g g l i n g  c h u rc h , th e y  w ere  u n i t e d  
i n t o  a s i n g l e  s t r o n g  c o n g r e g a t io n .
Two d i s p u te s  b e tw een  t h e  U .S . an d  U .S .A . c h u rc h e s ,  how ever, 
c o u ld  n o t b e  a m ic a b ly  s e t t l e d  th ro u g h  C h r i s t i a n  s ta t e s m a n s h ip .  One was 
t h e  E l P aso  c a s e .  I t  in v o lv e d  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a U .S .A . m is s io n  
i n  t h e  L a tin -A m e ric a n  com m unity o f  t h a t  c i t y  when a  U .S . m is s io n  was 
a l r e a d y  t h e r e .  A lth o u g h  a  j o i n t  com m ittee  a p p o in te d  b y  t h e  G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly  o f  b o th  d e n o m in a tio n s  o r d e r e d  t h e  Synod o f  T e x a s , U .S .A . t o  
abandon  i t s  m is s io n a r y  w ork , t h e  c h u rc h  c o u r t  r e f u s e d  t o  do s o ,  an d  
i n s t e a d  b u i l t  a  much f i n e r  c h u rc h  in  t h i s  L a tin -A m e ric a n  com m unity .
A n o th e r  c o n f l i c t  in v o lv in g  t h e  U .S .A . syn o d  c o n c e rn e d  a  U .S . 
m i n i s t e r ,  Jo h n  C. B a r r ,  who was a  p a s t o r  o f  a c h u rc h  in  New O r le a n s .
He was a  man d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u b j e c t  t o  c h u rc h  d i s c i p l i n e ,  an d  s e v e r a l  
d i s p u te s  d e v e lo p e d  b e tw ee n  him  an d  h i s  j u d i c a t o r y ,  th e  New O r le a n s
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P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S . T hen , i n  1911!- t h e  E e v . M r. B a r r  a n d  h i s  c h u rc h  c o u r t  
q u a r r e le d  o v e r  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  a s m a l l  c h u rc h  i n  New 
O r le a n s , a n d  th e  p r e s b y te r y  f i n a l l y  d is m is s e d  him t o  t h e  Synod o f  T en­
n e s s e e ,  U .S .
I n s t e a d  o f  p la c in g  h im s e lf  u n d e r  t h e  T e n n e sse e  j u d i c a t o r y ,  t h e  
R ev. M r. B a rr  jo i n e d  th e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y ,  U .S .A .,-w h ich  -was u n d e r  
t h e  T exas Synod, U .S .A . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he c a r r i e d  w i th  him in t o  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  c h u rc h  h i s  own c o n g re g a t io n  i n  New O rle a n s  an d  s e v e r a l  o th e r  
c h u rc h e s  a n d  m i n i s t e r s  i n  s o u th e rn  L o u is ia n a .  R e a c t in g  t o  t h i s  
d ev e lo p m en t, t h e  New O rle a n s  P r e s b y te r y  a t te m p te d  t o  d epose  t h e  R ev .
Mr. B a r r  from  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  C a r ry in g  i t s  c o m p la in t t o  t h e  U .S . G e n e ra l 
A ssem bly , th e  New O r le a n s  j u d i c a t o r y  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
c h u rc h  h a d  v i o l a t e d  c o m ity  a g re e m e n ts  be tw een  t h e  tw o P r e s b y te r i a n  
d e n o m in a tio n s . When t h e  U .S . G e n e ra l A ssem bly  p a s s e d  t h i s  p r o t e s t  on 
t o  t h e  U .S .A . G e n e ra l A ssem bly , t h e  l a t t e r  body  o r d e r e d  th e  J e f f e r s o n  
P r e s b y te r y  t o  l i m i t  th e  pow ers o f  th e  R ev . Mr. B a r r  an d  n o t  t o  e n r o l l  
th e s e  L o u is ia n a  c h u rc h e s .  V io la t in g  th e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  
ju d i c a t o r y  r e s t o r e d  h i s  f u l l  pow ers t o  him and  e n r o l l e d  th e  L o u is ia n a  
c o n g r e g a t io n s .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  P r e s b y te r y  fo u n d  him 
e q u a l ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u b je c t  t o  d i s c i p l i n e ,  a n d , a f t e r  a b i t t e r  c o n ­
f l i c t  w i th  him , i n  1930 su c c e e d e d  i n  d is m is s in g  him  t o  t h e  Synod o f  
T e n n e ss e e , U .S .A . However, t h i s  m i n i s t e r  was l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  
r e e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n  i n  L o u is ia n a .
Few s p e c t a c u la r  e v e n ts  o c c u r r e d  d u r in g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  
U .S .A . T exas Synod from  1906 t o  1 9 2 0 . The one e x c e p t io n  was a  f i r e
kl9
t h a t  l a r g e l y  d e s t r o y e d  P a r i s ,  T e x a s  a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  r a z e d  t h e  P r e s b y ­
t e r i a n  C h u r c h .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s y n o d  a c t i v e l y  p r o m o t e d  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  M e x i c a n  a n d  B o h e m i a n  A m e r i c a n s ,  i t  s h o w e d  a n  u n f o r t u ­
n a t e  d i s i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  T e x a s  N e g r o e s .  V i g o r o u s l y  s p o n s o r ­
i n g  s u c h  n o n - c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s  a s  p r o h i b i t i o n  a n d  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
S a b b a t h ,  U . S . A .  m i n i s t e r s  f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  f o r c e f u l  s t a n d s  o n  i m p o r t a n t  
'  s o c i a l  m o v e m e n t s .  T h e  T e x a s  S y n o d ,  U . S . A . , c o n t i n u e d  t o  g r o w  i n  
c h u r c h e s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a n t s  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  b u t  b y  1 9 2 0  h a d  o n l y  
a t t a i n e d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t h e  T e x a s  S y n o d  o f  t h e  C u m b e r l a n d  d e n o m i n a t i o n  
h a d  e n j o y e d  b e f o r e  t h e  u n i o n  i n  1 9 0 6 .
I n  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  w o r k ,  c e r t a i n  c o n ­
c l u s i o n s  c a n  b e  d r a w n .  T h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  h a s  s e v e r a l  a d v a n t a g e s  
w h e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  o t h e r  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  w h i c h  p e r m i t  i t  t o  c o m p e t e  e f f e c ­
t i v e l y  i n  t h e  s a m e  f i e l d .  I t ,  - u n l i k e  c e r t a i n  h i g h l y  c e n t r a l i z e d  c h u r c h  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  h a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  l a y  r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i o n  i n  a l l  t h e  j u d i c a t o r i e s  f r o m  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s e s s i o n  t o  
t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y .  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  a l s o  a d d  a  d e m o c r a t i c  
d i m e n s i o n  t o  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h  g o v e r n m e n t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  h i g h  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  d e m a n d e d  o f  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t e r s  g i v e  t h e  c h u r c h  
a  g o o d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t o n e .
A s  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  c e r t a i n  s h o r t c o m i n g s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  w e r e  a l s o  
r e v e a l e d .  I t  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  d i s p l a y e d  a n  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  o r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  
t a k e  s t a n d s  o n  v i t a l  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  d a y ,  w h i l e  d i s s i p a t i n g  i t s  e n e r g y  i n  
f u t i l e  c r u s a d e s  a g a i n s t  n o n - c o n t r o v e r s i a l  o b j e c t i v e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  v i o ­
l a t i o n  o f  t h e  S a b b a t h .  E s p e c i a l l y  n o t e w o r t h y  w a s  i t s  n e g l e c t  o f  
m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  N e g r o .
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A le s s o n  p o in t e d  up in  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  th e  e v i l s  o f  f ra g m e n te d  
d e n o m in a tio n a lis m . I t  i s  a  p a t e n t  a b s u r d i t y  f o r  tw o P r e s b y te r i a n  
C h u rch es , s u c h  a s  t h e  U .S . an d  U .S .A . d e n o m in a tio n s  w h ich  a r e  s i m i l a r  
i n  p o l i t y ,  d o c t r i n e ,  an d  t r a d i t i o n s ,  t o  com pete i n  th e  same f i e l d .
S uch  c o m p e ti t io n  r e s u l t s  i n  a g r e a t  w a s te  o f  e f f o r t  and  f i n a n c i a l  
r e s o u r c e s  and  p ro d u c e s  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s  and  q u a r r e l s .  I n  su c h  d i s ­
p u te s  t h e  c a u se  o f  r e l i g i o n  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s u f f e r e r .
F o r  a  m e rg e r o f  t h i s  k in d  t o  su c c e e d , n e g o t i a t i o n s  m ust b e  
c a r e f u l l y  an d  d ip l o m a t i c a l l y  u n d e r ta k e n .  C o n g re g a t io n a l  o p in io n  w i th in  
a l l  t h e  c h u rc h e s  c o n c e rn e d  m ust b e  c a r e f u l l y  so u n d ed , a n d  i f  a  l a r g e  
e le m e n t o f  t h e  d e n o m in a tio n  p ro v e s  r e c a l c i t r a n t ,  t h e  m e rg e r s h o u ld  n o t  
b e  f o r c e d .  Time an d  an  e d u c a t io n a l  cam paign w i l l  be  f a r  more e f f e c ­
t i v e  i n  t h e  a c h iev em en t o f  C h r i s t i a n  u n i t y  th a n  l e g a l  c o e r c io n .  I f  a 
segm ent o f  one c h u rc h  p e r s i s t s  i n  p e r p e tu a t in g  i t s  au tonom ous e x i s t e n c e ,  
t h e  p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  m in o r i ty  m ust be g u a r a n te e d .  O th e rw ise , 
a n o th e r  b i t t e r ,  l e g a l  s t r u g g le  w i l l  b e  p r e c i p i t a t e d .
I f  i t  i s  a g re e d  t h a t  t h e  c h u rc h  a s  one o f  t h e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  
A m erican  c i v i l i z a t i o n  m ust be  p e r p e t u a te d ,  an  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  p r o b ­
lem s a n d  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  one d e n o m in a tio n  m ig h t o f f e r  a  g u id e  t o  f u t u r e  
a c t i o n .  I t  i s  hoped  t h a t  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  s e rv e  s u c h  a p u rp o s e . ,
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